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Mv bear Sir, 

In tho History of the Suppression of Infanticide in 
Western India, a goodly n timber of the sons of Britain 
are associated -with devisings and deeds of benevolence, 
well worthy of remembrance and commemoration by 
their grateful countrymen. Among them the names of 
Duncan, Walker, and Willoughby stand conspicuous : 
— of Duncan, who discovered the existence of the horrid 
systematic child-murder of the Jadejas of ICathi4wad 
and Kachh, and wisely directed and encouraged the 
first movements towards its discountenance and abali- 
tkm ; of Walker, who with much ingenuity and ability 
negooiated the fiist engagement for its abandonment ; 
and of WiLLouaiiBY, who ultimately suggested or ad- 
justed the practical moasuies of inquiry, registration, 
review, leward; and punishment which through the di- 
vine blessing have effected its extinguishment as a cus- 
tom. To you, as the survivor of these “first three 
herofs” in this honorable field of 
. Peace with her victories 

No less renowned tBeui war, 

inscribe this volume, in which the origin, progress, 
and issue of this great woik of Christian philanthropy 



INSCRIPTION AND PREFACE- 


are fully, though simply, recorded. This I do in all 
sincerity, and with the respect and deference which are 
due to the ability, prudence, zeal, and perseverance, 
•whicli as assistant-resident at the Court of Baroda, poli- 
tical agent in Kathiawar!, chief secretary in Bombay, 
and a member of the government of the western presi- 
dency of India, you bionght to bear on the cause for 
upwards of a quarter of a century, during which it made 
gi'Jdt demands on your observation, vigilance, judg- 
ment, and administrative capacity. To the public 
functionaries who have been united with yon in this 
labour of love and duty, I trust that the following pages 
will also be acceptable, more especially as in framing 
them I have conscientiously sought to be guided by 
the maxim of equity, suum cuique tribue; and because, I 
have made each of them in his turn, as far as possible, 
his own historian, seeking only to introduce to the read- 
er the subject under report, and to evolve the analysis, 
maintain the connexion, and furnish the illustrations 
and applications which the narrative has seemed to re- 
quire. Among these distinguished fcllow-worlccrs, in 
late year’s, specially worthy of their country’s approba- 
tion, are Colonel Lang, in ICathiawad and the Mdhrkan- 
thd; Sir Henry Pottinger, Colonel Melvill, Mr. 
Lumsbeh, and Mr. Eaikes, in Kachh ; Colonel Jacob, 
and Mr. MALET,in Kathidwad and Kachh; Major Wal- 
lace in the Mdhikantha ; and His Highness the Ra'o of 
Kachh, who has been as zealous in the cause as any of his 
European counsellors. The Bombay Government has not 
failed to mark and encourage their efforts and those oj the 
other meritorious officials mentioned in these pages, as 
well as "hose of yourself, for the support and countenance 
and review of which, from first to last, and under all 'its 
governors, it is entitled to the highest credit. Normas 
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the Honorable the Court of Directors of the East 
India Company been less observant. It early expressed 
its high commendation of the proceedings of the first 
movers in the cause. It has watched over those of their 
successois with undiminished attention and interest. 
In 1815, it enjoined, in the most serious and earnest 
manner, its representatives in Bombay “to be unremitt- 
ing in their endeavours to accomplish the humane ob- 
ject,” of the abolition of infanticide “wherever the 
British influence can bo felt or exerted.” It has con- 
tinued to maintain its anti-infantieidc establishments 
in India at great expence of money and labour. It 
has shown a wise discrimination in the instructions 
which it has issued on the subject, and in its distinct 
approbation, in particular, of the measures with the ori- 
gination and pursuit of which you have have been so 
intimately connected. Writing to the Government of 
India on the 16th May 1838, it thus expressed itself: — 
“We think it desirable that you should obtain from the 
Bombay Government and circulate among your politi- 
cal functionaries, a clear, and succinct statement of the 
system which has now been practised for some years 
with considerable success by that Government for the 
suppression of Infanticide in Kathiawad, and which 
conforms in all respects to our conception of the most 
efficacious moans of obtaining the desired result.” 

The reader of the following pages will be at no loss 
to discover the sources of the narrative which they con- 
tain. It is derived principally from the official records 
of $e Bombay Government. To a portion of these 
documents on the subject of infanticide, the public has 
access in the volumes of Major Edward Moofand the 
Bev, Dr. Cormack, in which the proceedings of Gover- 
nor Duncan and Colonel Walker are fully detailed, 



8 


INSCRIPTION AND PREPACK. 


and more especially in the Parliamentary Papers order- 
ed to be printed on the 17th June 1824, 25th Jnnc 1828, 

and 21st June 1843. For those of a later date, 1 have 
* * 

been directly indebted to the Bombay Government it- 
self, whichj on the kind proposal of Lord Falkland, for 
which I beg to express my best thanks, has, under both 
the administration of his Lordship and that of his suc- 
cessor Lord Elpuinstone, furnished me with copies of 
them, or given me tho use of the originals. For the fa- 
cility with which I have found access to them individ- 
ually, I have been much indebted to Mr. R. Hughes 
Thomas, of whose practical familiarity with the nume- 
rous and multifarious documents in the political depart- 
ment of the secretariate you need not to be informed. 1 
should have been glad to have included in my work a 
detail of the measures adopted for the suppression of 
Infanticide in Rajputana properly so called and Central 
India, under the Supreme Government; in the North- 
West Provinces, under the Government of Agra; and 
on the banks of the a/Huenls of the Indus, under the 
Administration of the Panjab. But I have fell that till 
these measures, so promising at the present time, are 
more advanced, the treatment of them would have inter- 
fered with the unity of this work, and made demands 
upon me for illustrations of peoples and provinces to 
which I am an entire stranger, except as an humble 
student of the general ethnography of this great country. 
Even in regard to the provinces under the Bombay Gov- 
ernment actually treated.of in these pages, I should cer- 
tainly have declined to deal with them, had I not per- 
sonally traversed them all in their length and breadth, 
and that “in the case of most of them more than once, 
■» mingling freely with their inhabitants of all classes, 
literally from the 'prince on the throne to the beggar on 
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tho hill of ashes; had I uol, inlho exigencies of my own 
professional duties, diligently investigated their manners 
and customs and the religious and historical founda- 
tions on which they rest ; and had 1 not enjoyed the ac- 
quainlanee and friendship of most of their British func- 
tionaries, from Colonel Walker downwards to those who 
now hold office within their borders. 

Exterior to India, there is a general belief that the 
measures of Duncan and Walker for the suppression of 
infanticide in Kathiawad and Ifaehh met with a speedy 
and complete success. This, it will be seen, was far 
from being the case. The diabolical monster against 
which these earnest philanthropists contended did not 
receive from them his fatal blow. They pointed out his 
existence ; they declared that the influence of Britain 
must be applied for his taming ; they succeeded in 
soothing him into the promise that he would never 
again go forth on his career of destruction. Bui they 
did nothing more. Events soon showed that as little 
dependence was to be placed on Rajput honour and 
veracity as on Rajput humanity. The monster revived 
and returned to his deeds of blood and pollution. 
Anew he had to be trealed with British skill and deter- 
mination. lie had 1o be bound by the cords and meshes 
of political restriction and restraint. The hand of punish- 
ment had to descend upon his back in strokes which he 
could feel, and Iho fool of power had to rest upon his 
head with such pressure as induced him, like the K&- 
liya of Hindu fable before Krishna, to murmur out, “Be- 
held I am without strength, without poison.” The 
struggle with him has lasted for nearly half a century ; 
and even now it is scarcely ended. The eye*of British 
vigilance will probably never be safely withdrawn from 
Rajput sovereignty and society, till those moral influ- 
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cnees are felt tmoughout the provinces of India which 
shall introduce the blessed flay in -which “the sucking 
child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the cockatrice den ” But, 
still, as matters at present stand, great and good have 
been the results of the political wisdom and Christian 
philanthropy which have been brought to bear on the 
Rajput slates of Western India. The blood of five 
bundled Jadeja female infants yearly shed by the un- 
natural parental hand in Kafhiiiwad and Kachb, and of 
at least a hundred moiein the districts of Palanpui’, the 
Mahikdntha, and Alimadabad, no longer defiles these 
territories, acting within them as a moral pestilence, 
and crying loud for the vengeance of Heaven. The 
humanizing influences of the arrangements which have 
been made, and which are still in opeihtion, have been 
widely felt. The British Government has obtained 
credit among millions of people for mercy and disinter- 
estedness ; and the general confidence in the advantages 
of its administiation has been greatly encreased. The 
anti-infanticide history of Western India, while in 
many respects it is of a painful character, is both in- 
teresting and instructive to the student of human nature 
and of the religious systems and practices of the Bast. 
One fact connected with it is well worthy of special no- 
tice. While Hinduism bas really sought to prevent in- 
fanticide by express legislation, it has in reality given 
great encouragement to its origination and continuance, 
by the status which it has assigned to the female sex 
and 1>y many of its general ordinances. It is only 
divine revelation which proves itself adequate to the 
pteservatidh of the equilibrium of perfect morality, 

I Rave only to observe jin. conclusion Lhat, in the re- 
■^ttteiitaticui of lb© r&jjsteroiia oriental names of persons 
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and places oeeuring in this work, I have, excluding 
one or two slight inadvertences caused by the imper- 
fection of my authorities, rigidly followed, as in other 
publications, the system of Sir William Jonds with 
the few modifications of it which have been adopted 
by the Royal Asiatic and Royal Geogiaphical So- 
cieties, the advantages of which are now becoming 
every day more widely recognized. Had it not been 
for the purpose of illustrating the claims of the Tcidejas 
for descent from the Yadavas of the Mahabhaiat and 
the Jadci of Sindh, and other etymological reasons, I 
should have been content to write of them under their 
common English designation oiJarejahs and of their pre- 
sent countries as Kattyi&ar and Kutch, instead of Ka- 
thiawdd and Kachh , which accuracy demands. 

Begging you to excuse all the imperfections of this 
work, in the subject of which you are so deeply in- 
terested, I am, 

My dear Mh. Willoughby, 

Yours with much esteem and respect, 
JOHN WILSON. 


BOMBAY, AKEUL, 1855. 




SUPPKESSION OP INFANTICIDE. 


CHAPTER I. 

ORIGIN AND PEE VALENCE OF INFANTICIDE — CIRC OM- 
STANCES UNFAVOURABLE AND FAVOURABLE TO ITS 
PRACTICE -IN INDIA. 

Murder is the first specific crime brought to our no- 
liee after the fall of man from his state of innocence and 
righteousness ; and in itb form of infanticide it has been 
more or less practised and approved, from motives of 
corrupted religion and mistaken social economy, by al- 
most all tbc tribes, and nations of the world. 

When the grand objects of sacrifice the earliest pre- 
scribed rite of religion, — the acknowledgement by the 
worshipper of a guilt deserving suffering and death and 
the foreshadowing of the offering of the promised Sub- 
stitute and Saviour, — were forgotten or obscurely re- 
membered, the maxim that the <l fruit of the body should 
be given for the sin of the soul” obtained a wide currency 
in tho human family. Speedily the character of the 
Divinity was mistaken for that of a Demon ; and in the 
conceptions formed by man of God, a malevolence thirst- 
ing for blood was substituted for a love of holiness seek- 
ing to impress on the intelligent creation the dread of sin 
by pointing to the great redemption needed for its absolu- 
tion, Children of tender age became the moBt manage- 
able, as well as most precious, of victims. They were 
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not only destroyed to deprecate and avert apprehended 
evil, but offered up as the price and purchase of desired 
good. To a few only of tlie many examples of their dis- 
posal for these objects can we advert. 

The Phoenicians and Canaaniies made their children 
“pass through the fire to Moloch” or Baal, — foi the 
meaning of the names is the same, — the “lord” or sun, 
of whom fire was the symbol and servilor ; and so firmly 
had they established this cruel rite in the countries of 
their sojourn that even the Israelites who were commis- 
sioned by God to supplant the Canaamtes because of 
their abandonment to wickedness, and who were them- 
selves forbidden to give their seed to this false god on 
the penalty of death,* were frequently tempted to be- 
come their imitators in this horrid iniquity. Even Solo- 
mon, the wisest of men, did ndt escape its contamination, 

First, Moloch, lionid king besmear’d with blood 
Of human sacrifice, and parents’ teais 
Though for the noise of drums and timbiels loud 
Their children's cries imhcaid, that pass’d llnough fire 
To this grim idol Him the Ammonite 
Worshipped in Rabba and her watery plain. 

In Argob and in Bnsan, to the stream 
- Of utmost Arnon, Nor content with such 
Audacious neighbourhood, the wisest heait 
Of Solomon he led by fiaud to build 
His temple light against the temple of God 
On that opprobrious hill; and made his grove 
The pleasant valley of Hinnom, Tophet thence 
And black Geuhenna call’d, the type of hell, 

Manasseh actually sacrificed his son to Moloch. f Even 
after the good king Josiah had defiled Tophet in order 
to put a stop to the infantile sacrifices there practised, J 
the crime was revived, and called forth the solemn de- 
nunciations of the prophets. § 

* Lev, xx. 1 ; Deut. xviii. 10— 12, 
f* **i> 6. % 2 Kings xxiii. 10. 

§ let. 3dx, 4 * xxxil 35; JEzefc xvi, SO, SI ; Xxiii. 3V, 39. 
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The Carthaginians, who were a colony of the Phoeni- 
cians, carried with them to the shores of the Mediter- 
ranean, the religion of the mother country. Tn all emer- 
gencies of slate, and at all seasons of public calamity, 
they presented their own offspring to theif wrathful 
God, They had their special festivals, too, for their in- 
fantile sacrifices. They selecled their victims fiom the 
mosl noble and respectable families. “If a person,” says 
Bryant, who has well collected the testimony of antiqui- 
ty respecting their offerings of blood, “had only one 
child it was the more liable to be put to death, as being 
esteemed more acceptable to the deity, and more effica- 
cious of the general good ! Those who were sacrificed 
to Kronas [the analogue, according to the Greeks, of Mo- 
loch] were thrown into the arms of a molten idol, which 
stood in tho midsl of a large fire, and was red with heal. 
The arms of it were stretched out, with the hands turn- 
ed upwards, as it were to receive them, yel sloping 
downwards, so that they dropt into a glowing furnace 
below. To other gods they were ollicrwisc slaughtered, 
and as it is implied, by Ihc very hands of their parents.” 
“Justin describes this unnatural custom very patheti- 
cally. Such was their blind zeal, that this was conti- 
nually practised; and so much natural affection was still 
left uncxlingnishcd, as to render the scene ten times 
more shocking from the tenderness which they seemed 
to express. They embraced their children with great 
fondness, and encouraged them in the gentlest terms, 
that they might not be appalled at tho sight of the hellish 
process ; begging them to submit with cheerfulness to 
this fearful operation. If there was any appearance of 
a tear rising, or a cry unawares escaping, the mother 
smothered it with her kisses, that there might not be any 
shew of backwardness or constraint, but that the whole 
miglit be a freewill offering ! These cruel endearments 
over, they stabbed them to the heart, or otherwise open- 
ed the sluices of life, and with the blood, warm as it ran, 
besmeared the altar and the grim visage of the Idol.” 
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‘f W ould it not,’* says Plutarch with reference to these 
very atrocities, “ have been more eligible for the Cartha- 
ginians to have had the atheist Critias, or Diagoras, for 
their lawgiver at the commencement of their polity, and 
to have been taught that there was neither god nor de- 
mon, than to have sacrificd as they were wont to the god 
which they adored.” “These people used knowingly 
and willingly to go through this bloody work, and 
slaughter their own offspring. Even they who were 
childless would not be exempted from this tribute, but 
purchased children, and put them to death. The mother 
Who sacrificed her child stood by, without any seeming 
sense of wliat she was losing, and without ultering a 
groan. If a sigh did by chance escape, she lost all the 
honour which she proposed to herself in the offering, and 
the child was notwithstanding slain. Ail the time of 
this celebrity while the children were murdered there 
was a noise of clarions and tambonrs sounding before the 
idol, that the cries and shrieks of the victims might not 
be hoard. ‘ Tell me now,’ said Plutarch, ‘ if the monsters 
of old, the Typhons and the Giants, were to expel the 
gods, and to rule the world in their stead, could they re- 
quire a service more horrid than these infernal rites and 
sacrifices.”# 

Though the details of sacrificial infanticide practised 
by other ancient nations may not be so shocking as those 
now mentioned, to the eye and ear of that sensibility 
which has been begotten and nourished among those 
Whose “lines have fallen in the pleasant places,” this, 
it is to be feared, is only because they have hot been 
recorded with so great minuteness. They axe still 
of a most painful and heart-rending character. The Pe- 
laagi, whose wanderings and settlements are known to 
have been so extensive In Asia and Europe, vowed jn a 
scarcity that they wotdd present the tenth of all 
bo bbrn to them for a sacrifice. The Greeks r 


Bryant in Annual Register, ytfff. 
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both of the peninsula and archipelago and of the adjoin- 
ing coasts, had their human sacrifices, from which chil- 
dren were uol excluded; and of them the Spar tans whip- 
ped their children with such severity before the’ altar of 
Diana Orillia that they frequently expired under the tor- 
ture. The Sabines on one occasion during a famine 
vowed to sacrifice everything born during the succeed- 
ing spring, provided it were averted. 5 ^ The Romans 
were scarcely behind the Greets in atrocities of this 
kind ; and Caius Marius, according to Clemens, offered 
up his own daughter to obtain success in a battle with 
the Cimbri. The worship of the Gauls, and Celts, and 
Germans, and Northerns was peculiarly dark and cruel, 
both as far as youth and age, of both ruling and subject 
families, were concerned. The Persians were not guilt- 
less of shedding innocent infant blood in the name of 
religion. Herodotus directly charges them with bury- 
ing children alive, and mentions the case of fourteen 
children so disposed of by the orders of Amestris the 
wife of Xerxes. The destruction of illegitimate chil- 
dren by procuring abortion seems to be warranted by 
the Zandavastd4 The Arabs sacrificed children and bu- 
ried thorn under their altars, even when they "had no 
idols. Among the Israelites alone, sacrificial Infanti- 
cide seems to have been absolutely forbidden.^ 

* Smith’s Rom. Antiq. quoted in Beck’s Medical Jurisprudence, vol 
i. p. 378. 

t Herod. Hist. Polymnia, v. 

X See author’s work on Pars! Religion, pp. 79-82. 

§ The tentative command given to Abraham to offer his son Isaac as 
a “burnt-offering,” was issued direetly by the Lord oflifc and death as 
a simple test of obedience, and not for the purpose of either establishing 
or supporting a religious ceremony ; and its object Was to prove whether 
Abraham would, in the view of it and his determination to obey it, still 
believe that the promise of offspring through Isaac would be fulfilled. 
“ By faith Abraham when he wns tried, offered up Isaac; and he that 
had received the promises offered up his only-begotten Sffh, of whom it 
Was said that in Isaac shall thy seed be called : accounting that God 
was able to raise him up ; from whence also he received him in a 
figure,” Heb.xi. 17-19 
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The murder of children, from particular views of so- 
cial economy has not been less extensive and horrid 
lhan that in the name of religion. Of this fact many 
striking and impressive illustrations have been collected 
by Malthas in his well-known work on Population, and 
by Dr. Miller of Glasgow in his treatise on the Origin 
of Banks ; and referred to by Dr. Cormack in his excel- 
lent work on Infanticide, and by several writers on Med- 
ical Jurisprudence. “The motives,” says Dr. Cormack, 
“which led to this crime among different tribes, will be 
found to vary with circumstances; but that which gave 
power and prevalence to any motives whatever, must 
necessarily be admitted to have been the want of natural 
affection.”* 

On the cases, so frequently noticed, amongst barbarous 
or semi-barbarous nations , it is not necessary particular- 
ly to dwell. Among them the feeling of obligation to 
rear their offspring has varied much with the possession 
or removal of the means of their care and support. Dif- 
ficulties in procuring sustenance, the approach or appre- 
hension of famine, the loss of a mol her, distress in war, 
inconvenience in family arrangements, obstacles to mar- 
riage, 'and other trials and inconveniences, have boon 
loo often viewed as reasons for tko neglect, desertion, or 
destruction of their offspring. “ In China,” which has 
made more progress in modem times in economic civil- 
ization than any other heatbon country, it is said, 
“religion and interest concur in. favouring die roaring of 
children ; for the happiness of deceased ancestors is sup- 
posed to be increased by the honor done them by their 
descendants ; and the law requires thal children shall 
maintain their parents in indigent old age. Yet in the 
great cities of Pekin and Canton, in particular, Sir 
_ George Staunton found the exposure of children 1q be 
very common. Among the Chinese, however, it is to ho 
ascribed To the extreme poverty, which is so frequently 


* Connack on Infanticide, p. 42. 
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occasioned, in lhal vast empire, by a fwciiradnnl popula- 
tion, which, even in years of plenty, presses close to ihe 
means of subsistence.”# 

Of llie crime of Infanlicide, even llie most civilized 

4 Cormack on Infanlioido, pp. 43-4. Late documents show that in 
regard to China this statement is not altogether correct, for they accuse 
the rich, as well as tho poor, of the crime, which the Chinese govern- 
ment now seriously seeks to prevent, as appears from tho following in- 
teresting proclamation of Le, the late Lieut. Governor of the province of 
Canton, dated 19th February 1838, which we take from the Chinese 
Repository, 

"Lieut. Governor Le hereby promulgates his instructions. Whorens 
heaven and earth display their benevolent power in giving existence, and 
fathers and mothers exhibit their tender affection in loving their offspring, 
it is therefore incumbent on you, inhabitants of the land, to nurse and 
rear all your little infants, whether male or female. On inquiry, I find 
that in the province of Canton the drowning of femolo children is com- 
mon, and that both rich and poor run into this piactice. Tho causes of 
infanticide arc manifestly thoso ; tho poor suppose, that bocauso they 
have not llie means of suppori , it is unfitting they should nourish a com- 
modity (female infants) which will become only an increasing source of 
expondiluro ; whilo tho rich affirm, that such slender tenants of tho nur- 
sery can never bo raised to uny important posts in the household. Surely 
you forget, that your mothers and wives almut you were once female 
children. Had Ihoro boon no mothers, whence would you have obtained 
your own-bodies 1 If you have no wivos where will be your posterity 1 
Being yourselves the offspring of those who wore once femolo children, 
why cast your own into the field of death 1 Roflecl 1 Consider what 
you are doing ! Tho destruction of female infants, is nothing loss than 
the slaughter of human beings. That thoso who kill, shall themselves 
be killed, is tho sure retribution of omniscient hoaven. 

“ Should the widowed mother ever he left without a son, on whom 
she can he dependent for maintenance, llie husband of a daughter may 
become the support and solace of her old age ; is this a benefit lightly to 
bo esteemed'! Moreover, that just conduct ensures happiness, and that 
its opposite leads to misery— -mo two principles of retribution most firm- 
ly supported by reason. The crying, weeping babe, the moment it 
comof into being, is entangled in tho net of death ! To do this, requires 
the disposition of a pirate — the utter extinction of every generous feel- 
ing ! To such the hope of numerous posterity, a tong lino of descend- 
ants — celestial reason will novel grant. «► 

“ Rccoutly an essay on Infanticide has been written by Hwang Wan, 
a literary genilemun belonging to tho district ofYingtih. Therein I 
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nations of antiquity, including those of Greece and Rome 
their highest type, have not been guiltless. “ It is pro- 
bable,” says Mai thus, “that the practice of infanticide 
had prevailed from the earliest ages in Greece.”# “ And 
when Soltrn permitted the exposing of children, it is 
probable that he only gave the sanction of law to a cus- 
tom already prevalent, ”f The Spartan lawgiver, in- 
deed, ordered every child to be examined by the elders 
of the tribe, and when weak or deformed to he thrown 
into a cavern at the base of Mount Taygetus, “ conclud- 
ing,” as mentioned by Plutarch, “that its life could be 
of no advantage cither to itself or the public, since na- 
ture had not given it at first any strength or goodness 
of constitution”^ “ The source of the crime with indi- 
vidual perpetrators,” says Dr, C'ormaclr, who has notic- 

perceive that the reciprocal influences between heaven awl man, the 
basis of success and misfortune, of weal and woe,-—ure delineated with 
force and light sufficient to unstop the ears of the (loaf and to open the 
eyes of the blind. Copies of this essay I have caused to lie sent into all 
the departments and districts of the province, with admonitions and in- 
structions, that the practice of infanticide may everywhere bo examined 
into and forbidden. I also issue this proclamation for tho instruction of 
all the inhabitants of tho province, both civil and military. Hencoforth 
it becomes tho duty of each and all of you to revere the benevolent 
power of heaven and earth ; to exercise in their fullest extent those kind 
feelings which fatheis and mothers owe their offspring ; and when you 
have sons and daughters bom to you and your hearts are inclined to this 
roost foul and cruel practice of infanticide, then break from your slum- 
bers, repent and ten from your former misdeeds. And you, elders and 
gantry, chief among tho people, ought likewise continually to endeavour 
by your exhortations, your support, and your kindness, to prevont tho 
destruction of human iife. Hereafter, if any dare to oppose and act in 
opposition to these instructions, it shall be the duty of the elders and 
gentry to report them to tho iocnl magistrates, that they may be seized, 
examined, and punished. Assuredly no clemency will bo shown to 
such offenders. Therefore give good heed to these instructions. A 
special proclamation.” * 

* Malthas On Population, 6th cd, vol. i. p, 283. f lb. p, 284. 

, . t Ptut. Lives, by Ljanghnrno, vol. i p. 12. 
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ed the facts with a high touc of moral fooling “was, 
no doubt apathy and convenience, whilst the object of 
the state was 1o check a rcdnndant and unproductive 
population. Of all the states of Greece, the Thebans 
are mentioned by iElian, as the only exception to the 
general practice of exposing infants at the will of their 
parents. Scheffevus, in his annotations on the pas- 
sage of jElian, remarks, that * this conduct of the The- 
bans was contrary both to the law and the practice of 
the rest of the Greeks, and particularly of the Athenians.’ 
By the other states of Greece, infanticide was sanction- 
ed and regulated by law. Some legal provisions, in- 
deed, for the regulation of this practice, seem to have 
been thought requisite by the most profound and able 
philosophers of Greece. In the republics of Plato and 
Aristotle, accordingly, we find very special enaclments 
suggested on the subject ; and with as much apparent 
apathy as if parental feeling and natural affection were 
unworthy of man. The period of marriage was to be 
fixed in regard of either sex ; the children of poorer 
citizens were to be destroyed at their birth ; and the 
children of parents of whatever rank, who had attained 
a certain age, were never to be allowed to appear. 
These two philosophers agreed in one principle, which 
appears to have been the groat political maxim with 
Greek legislators, that there should be kept up an effect- 
ive population, proportioned to the wants and resources 
of the state; and to this object were to be sacrificed 
every feeling of humanity, and every thing that renders 
man worthy of his nature and his name.# In this res- 
pect the Romans were not superior to the Greeks. It 
may bo proper here to quote the words of Dr. Miller, 
who will not be suspected of prejudice against that 
celobraled people. ‘By a law of Romulus, 1 says he, 

‘ parents are said to have been obliged to maintain their 

* 

L* Even the Greek poets allude to the prevalent custom without ab- 
horrence, as Euripides in Ids Ion and Sophocles in his iEctipus Tyrau- 
nus.j 
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male children, and the eldest female, unless when a 
child was, by two of the neighbours, called for tho pur- 
pose, declared to be a monster. A regulation of the 
same nature is mentioned among the laws of the twelve 
tables; but there is ground to believe that little regard 
was paid to it ; and even under the emperors, the ex- 
posing of new-born cbildron, of either sex, appears to 
have been exceedingly common,’* It is well known 
also, that, according to the laws and customs of the 
Romans, the father had anciently an unlimited power 
of pul ting his children to death, after they were grown 
up, and oven officially employed by the state, and like- 
wise of selling them for slaves. To allude, even slight- 
ly, to the practices of the Romans, on this point, would 
fill the reader with disgust and horror, and satisfy him 
that the picture of them drawn by St. Paul is, by no 
means overloaded. ‘ Vicious habits of every possible 
kind, preventive of population/ says Malthus, ‘seem to 
have been so generally prevalent, at Ihis period,’ that of 
the Emperors, ‘ that no coTreotivo laws could have any 
considerable, influence.’! From these statements il ap- 
pears that infanticide, in one way or other, has prevail- 
ed, not in barbarous nations alone, but generally speak- 
• iug over all the heathen world ; and that so far was 
it from being prevented by tho boasted wisdom, civi- 
lization, and refinement of Greece and Rome, these 
very qualities were employed in cherishing, regulating, 

* Miller on Ranks, 4th edit, pp. 131— 2. 

t MaJthes, 6th edit. i. p, 247. In a note in the preceding page, he 
says, "How completely the laws relating to the encouragement of mar- 
riage and of children were despised, appears from a speech of Mieuciu? 
Felix, in Octavio, cap. 30. Vos enim, video procreates ftiios mneferis 
at flvi&us exponcrc, n me ad sfrangtilatos miser o mortis genen ilidsre 
suM qua in ipsk visembus madicammibus epotie originem fuiuricho- 
mints ecclinguant, et porricidinm fariant anlequam patient." “ This 
crime,” add® ho, "had grown so much into a custom in Rome, that ovon 
Pliny attempts la excuse it:” “ Quoiuam aliquorum iecunditas plena 
liharis ftfil ven$ iudigol,” lib. xxix. c. 4. 
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aacl, perpetuating Ihc crime. The conclusion, which 
seems to be warranted by these facts, is, that we have 
little security againsl infanticide, or any other crime 
against nature, where Christianity is unknown.”^ It is 
remarkable that the laws of Moses do not specifically 
mention the crime in connexion with any social custom, 
a sufficient intimation that the people to whom they 
were primarily addressed were not addicted to its com- 
mission in this relation. Even Tacitus mentions Ihcir 
peculiar preservation of their offspring.! A similar hu- 
manity has been claimed for the ancient Egyptians; 
but we can never overlook their duel order to murder all 
the male children of the Israelites. It is only before the 
direct or indirect influences of the Bible, as in the well- 
known cases connected with the South Sea Islands, and 
those in India, which it is our purpose to narrate in the 
following pages, 1 hat Infanticide has given way. It was 
Christianity and not philosophy, indeed, that first lifted up 
its voice against the crime of Infanticide as practised by 
the Romans. “ By Constantine the Great two decrees 
were issued — one for Italy in the year 315, A. D. ; — Ihc 
other for Africa, in the year 322. By these it was ordain- 
ed that, in order to prevent the exposure, sale, ornlurder 
of new-born children, those who were loo poor to rear 
them should receive assistance from the public treasury, 
in the way of food, clothing and other necessaries. 
At the samo time, he ordered a severe punishment to 
be inflicted on a cruel father. These edicts arc suppos- 
ed to have beon issued under the advice of the celebrat- 
ed Laetanlius.”! 

* Coraack on Infanticide, pp. 44-49, 

f Nam ot necare quemquam ex agnatis, nefas. Hist, Jib. v. 6 , 

J Of the early feelings of Christians in reference to Infanticide, the 
following illustrations are given in Beck’s Medical Jurisprudence. 

JuBlin Martyr says, “ Bui we who arc truly Christina, arc*so far from 
maintaini ng any unjust or ungodly opinions, that exposing of infants, 
which is so much in practice among you, we teach to he a very wicked 
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India, when considered from certain points of view, 
is a country in which the prevalence of Infanticide, and 
especially Female Infanticide, could scarcely be expect- 
ed. Though the system of bloody sacrifices is not re- 
pugnant to the Vedas, and especially their latter or pre- 
ceptive portion, the Brahmaijas, — which have been 
shown by professor H. H. Wilson to sanction oven hu- 
man sacrifice, — it is not very reconcilable with the meta- 
physical tenet, early held and promulgated in the pro- 
gress of the religious development of the A!ryd set- 

practice; first because we see that such children, both girls and boys, 
are generally all trained up for the service of lust, for os the ancients 
bral up those foundlings to feed cows, or goats, or sheeps, or grass 
liorsoS, so now adays such hoys are brought up only to be abused against 
nature ; and accordingly you have a herd of these women and effeminate 
men, standing prostitute in every nation; .... and another reason 
against exposing infants, is that we are afraid they should perish for 
want of being taken up, and so bring us under the guilt of murder.” 

Tertullian, in his Apology, thus expresses himself, “How many of' 
you,” (addressing himself to the Roman people, and to llie governors of 
cities and provinces) “ might J deservedly charge with infant murder ; 
and not only so, but among the different kinds of death, for choosing 
Borne of the crudest for their own children, such as drowning or elan ing 
mtli cold or hunger, or exposing to the mercy of dogs ; dying by the 
sword being too sweet a death for children, and such as a man would 
choose to fall by, sooner than, by any other ways of violence. Bui 
Christians now are so far from homicide, that with them it is utteily 
unlawful to make away a child in the womb, when nature is in delibera- 
tion about the man ; for, to kill a child before it is bom, is to commit 
murder by way of advance ; and there is no difference, whether you 
destroy a child in its formation, or after it is formed and delivered ; for 
we Christians look upon him as a man who is ono in embryo ; for he is 
a being like the fruit in blossom, and in a little time would have been a 
porfect man, had nature met with no disturbance.” 

To the same effect is the testimony of Minucius Felix. “ I see you 
exposing your infants to wild beasts and birds, or strangling them after 
the most miserable manner. Nay, some of you will not give them the 
liberty to be bom, but by cruel potions procure abortions, and siftothor 
the hopeful, beginnings of what would come to be a man, in his mother’s 
womb,” And thesB forsooth are tbe lessons which you learn from 
your gods j &r Saturn exposed not his children, but he ate them. ” — 
Vbl. i pp.8S€— 381. 
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tiers in India from whom the Brahman priesthood ori- 
ginated, that all life whether in its vegetable or animal, 
irrational or rational, human or divine, forms, is essential- 
ly the same essence and substance. In the Instiltifcs of 
Manu, which in their more ancient portions arc held to 
be prior to the era of Buddha, A. C. 543, this tenet is 
distinctly announced; and great tenderness to animal 
life is professed. Animals and vegetables, according to 
this authority, have “external consciousness and are 
sensible of pleasure and pain.” “All transmigrations 
recorded [in sacred books] from the state of Brahma, to 
that of plants happen continually.”# “Liberality alone” 
is the prevailing virtue of the Kali, or present age, 
while sacrifice was that of the Dwapara, or preceding 
fLge.f Bloody sacrifices, which were nevertheless tole- 
rated by Mann, under certain regulations, were entire-^ 
ly forbidden by Shakya Muni, or Buddha. Though the 
followers of this sage, who long formed the vast majori- 
ty of the people of India, were viewed as heretics by 
those esteeming themselves the orthodox Hindus, yet 
when Brahmanism was reproduced in its present Paur- 
dnik or legendary form, after the defeat of the Bud- 
dhisls about the commencement of the seventh century 
after Christ, the tenderness to animal life which had 
been inculcated by the Buddhists was still maintain- 
ed, and remains to this day a characteristic of their re- 
ligious and civil practice. Infanticide seems to be spe- 
cifically forbidden in the Fur anas under its piopcr de- 
signations, Tbe following passages bearing on this sub- 
ject have been adduced from them by Bhau Daji, Esq., 
now a licensed medical practitioner in Bombay, whose 
excellent Essay on Infanticide will afterwards fall to be 
noticed. 

er»«w ^ u It ft sfafstr- 

5rir jfar *nff u$ # 

* Manu, i. 49, 60. t Manu, i. 86. 

$ Bhagavata Purina, Skanda, x. 2 
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“Listen to what our sacred laws say. 

“The man, who commits a heinous action, is as the dead while living, 
awl men always sprat reproachfully of him, and when he dies hois 
condemned to the hell called Timisia ” 

"He who lakes pleasure in sin and commits infanticide falls into the 
great hell called Tamisra.” 

In the Yaraha Purina Nariyana says to Nirad ; 

"The man, who destroys female intants,|||| brahmans and cows, has 
transgressed all law and is condemned to dark hells, as long as the four- 
teen Indies exist. 


* Padma. Purina. t Varaha Purina. 

I Niradiya Purinaj Narka Mahitmya § Brahma VaivaiUia Purina. 

II Agni Purina, Giyatrf Mahitmya. 
f Giyatrf Punching, Giy&trf Mahitmya. 

** Bhi$ivata, Skanda 1 . 7. ft Bhigayata, Skandax 2. 

tf Devi Bbigavata. §§ Yidnyavyalkya Smriti, chap ii. 

^JJII |tn thh original! infanta only are mentioned.] 
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“He, who murders nn infant or a brahman, is condemned to those hells 
which are due punishments to such crimes.” 

“He who is the destroyer of women, infants, [cows], or brahmans, 
cannot attain bliss either in this world or the next.” 

“He who standing in water repeats regularly the G&yatri, may bo freed 
from all other sins, but not from Inianticide.” 

“By repeating ten cror.es of Gityatris a man may be freed from the 
guilt of killing a brahman, or of drinking liquor, but never from that of 
Infanticide.” 

“ The man who knows his duty, will not kill one who is intoxicated, 
nor one who is suffering from disease, nor one who is insane, nor ono 
who is asleep, nor an infant, nor one who is inactive, nor one of the fe- 
male sex, nor one who bogs for mercy, nor an enemy doprived of his 
chariot, nor one who is struck with terror.” 

“ Of the female sex, he who murdors his sister, his daughter,* or a 
pregnant woman, his sucecss, his prosperity, and his life-time pass 
away.” 

“ The murder of a female inflicts misery both in this world and the 
next.”f 

“ Those women, who, by administering poison murder their husband, 
father or offspring, should be seized by the Icing, and have their ears, 
nose and lips out off* and should be trampled to death by bullocks.” 

“ Infanticide is reckoned one of the great sins, and is punished by 
condemnation to the hell T&misra, which is described in the Garuda 
Purina to be a copper sheet eight thousand miles square, below which 
fire is kindled and above fall the piercing rays of the sun.” 

Too much, however, is not to be made of these* facts 
and authorities as inimical to Infanticide in India. 
They must be considered in connexion with ihe whole 

f eniua of Hinduism, and the general constitution of In- 
ian society. The worship of demons and ghosts by 
bloody sacrifices and rites has from the very beginning 
been a characteristic of the Cushite, ox Scythian or Tu- 
ranian immigration into India, which preceded that of 
the A'ryas ,* and with this worship Brahmanism has made, 
and is still making, many compromises, as in tlio demon- 
worship of the Dakhan and Malabar. Several of the 
gods and goddesses of the Hindu Pantheon, particularly 
Shiva in some of liis forms, and Devi or Kali, are ima- 

m 

* [The words “ his daughter” hove are an interpolation.] 

f [Or rather. The murder of a female is a Source of pain, and a 
destroyer of renown, and most wieked. 
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gincd to be of Ihe most blood-thirsty character.* in 
one of the groups of figures in the eaves of Elephant a, 
Shiva, in the form of Bhairava , is actually represent- 
ed, as about to sacrifice a child. This child he holds in 
one hand, while he has a bare sword to strike ihe fatal 
blow in another, a bell to intimate the appointed mo- 
ment in a third, and a vessel to receive the blood in a 
fourth, there being altogether eight hands to the mons- 
ter.f The recognition of the spirit of man as es- 
sentially of the same nature as the life of the brutes, 
while it elevates the brutes debases man. Much of the 
favour shown to woman by the Hindu Shastras, — ’When 
indeed they do show her favour, — is founded on the 
low idea that she is the property of man, as his ox or 
ass. It is on this understanding, and that she may boar 
to him a son, without whom, natural or adopted, he can 
have no salvation, that her life is to be preserved, and 
that she is to have that degree of comfort which 
may be allotted to her. Her general debasement, ac- 
cording to the Hindu Shastras, is extreme. This is a 
subject, bearing so directly on the estimate which must 
be ultimately formed of the Value of female life in In- 
dia, that it may be proper for us tq enter into particulars 
respecting it. 

Of the original constitution of woman, as distinguish- 
cd from that of man, the Hindu sages and legislators, 
the authors of the Hindu sacred books, have thus writ- 
ten Falsehood, cruelty, bewitehery, folly, covetous- 
ness, impurity, and unmercifulness are woman’s inse- 
parable faults,” “Woman’s sin is greater than that of 
man,” and cannot bo removed by Ihe atonements which 
destroy his. “ Women are they who have an aversion 1o 

* See translation of the Rudhir&dhytiya of the KAliki Purina, in 
Aslat. Res. Vol. v. • 

t Dx. Stevenson, in an interesting paper, interprets this group as 
representing the destruction of the sacrifice of Daksha by Shiva j but 
(his, with an oversight of some of the figures. Mr. Erskine has cor- 
rectly noticed th‘e gtfopjp in the Bombay Transactions, vol. i p. 23Q, 
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good works.” " Women have hunger two-fold more 
than men ; intelligence (cunning), four-fold ; violence, 
six-fold; and evil desires, eight-fold.”* “Through their 
evil desires, their want of settled affection, and their 
perverse nature, let them be guarded in this world ever 
so well, they soon become alienated from their husbands. 
Manu allotted to such women a love of their bed, of their 
seat, and of ornaments, impure appetites, wrath, w^lc 
flexibility, desire of mischief and bad conduct, Women 
have no business with the text of the Yddas. This is 
the law fully settled, Having therefore no evideneo of 
law, and no knowledge of expiatory texts, sinful women 
must be as foul as falsehood itself, and this is a fixed rule. 
To this effect, many texts which may shew their true 
disposition are ehaunted in the V edas.” f It will be ob- 
served that it is the sex, and not the race, that is here con- 
demned. The idea that woman is a “ help-meet” for 
man, seems never to have entered into the minds of the 
Hindu sages. They uniformly treat her as a necessary 
evil, and a most dangerous character. Her positiou ac- 
cording to them, is that of a continuous slavery and de- 
pendence. "By a -girl," they enjoin, “ or by a young 
woman or by a wonjan advanced in years, nothingmust 
be done, even in her own dwelling-place, according to 
her mere pleasure : in childhood must a female be de- 
pendent on (or subject to) her father; in youth, on her 
husband ; her lord being dead, on her sons: a woman 
must never seek independence. 

The Hindu Shastras have made no provision of affec- 
tion and regard for a daughter . She is viewed by them, 
as far as her parents are concerned) merely as an object 
to be 11 given away” and that as soon as possible. She 
is declared by them to be marriageable, even in her in- 
fancy, to a person of any age, and of course without 

* The original Sanskrit of these and other passages will jje given in 
the second edition of the author’s Exposures of Hinduism. 

t Manu ix. 18, 19. f Manu, v. 168 


2 
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her own choice, or intelligent consent. The most trivial 
circumstances, such as the possession of reddish hair, 
arc stated to bo obstacles to her marriage. The candidate 
for union with her is thus directed: — “Let him choose 
for liih wife one [a girl whose form has no defect] who 
has an agreeable name ; who walks like the adjutant 
bird, or like a young elephant; whose hair and tcclh are 
moderate respectively in quantity and size, [whose body 
has exquisite softness.”] * According to Ihe letter of 
the law, the parents arc not to sell their daughter, but 
they may receive valuable gifts, the equivalent of a price, 
in her behalf, f Marriages of a character which should 
be peculiarly disreputable, and which cannot here be 
particularised, have the sanction, though not the pre- 
ference, of the Shaslra.f 

The Hindu wife is placed under the absolute will of 
her lord, without any reference to moral distinctions ; 
and even in religious matters he intervenes between her 
conscience and her god. “A husband,” says Manu, 
“must constantly be revered as a god by a virtuous wife. 
No sacrifice is allowed to women apart from their hus- 
bands, no religious rite, no fasting s as far only as a 
wife honours her lord, so far is she exalted in heavcn,”§ 
“ Let a wife,” it is said in the Sltanda Purina, “who 
wishes to perform sacred ablution, wash the feet of her 
lord, and drink the water ; for a husband is to a wife 
greater than Shankar or Vishnu. The husband is her 
god, and priest, and religion ; wherefore abandoning 
everything else She ought chiefly to worship her hus- 
band.” The husband is actually cautioned against al- 
lowing his affections to rest upon her in the degree that 
is lawful in the ease of others of his kindred, “ Let not 
a woman bo much loved,” it is enjoined ; “ let her have 
pnly that degree of affection which is necessary. ^ Let 

*> Maw;, 1U. 10. The words -within parentheses are from the com- 
ment. 

t Memi, iii, SI t* t Manu, iii. 20-S4. § Maim, v. 155, 
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the fulness of affection be reserved for brothers and 
other similar connexions.” When kindness to the woman 
is urged, it is recommended principally as calculated to 
promote the husband’s benefit.* A rope and a rod are 
expressly mentioned as the ordinary supports of a hus- 
band’s authority .f With the husband the wife is not to 
have communion and fellowship in eating or travelling, 
except in particular circumstances. On trivial grounds, 
even for an unkind word, she may be superseded or di- 
voiced 4 For polygamy and licentiousness on the part 
of the husband, there can be pleaded not only certain 
laxities of legislation, according to which they appear as 
matters comparatively trivial, but even the alleged ex- 
ample of the gods themselves. 

The dishonour of a father and the dishonour of a mo- 
ther, according to llie Hindu Shastras stand in different 
categories, though both of them are forbidden. “By 
honouring his mother, he (the son) gains this world ; by 
honouring his father, the intermediate (or elhereal), and, 
by assiduous attention to his preceptor, even the (celes- 
tial) world of Brahma.”§ One of the prescribed methods 
of dishonouring his mother, is that, in certain circum- 
stances, of igniting the funeral pile by which the living, 
as well as the dead parent is to be consumed, and by 
which he is to be made an orphan in a double sense. 
Another is by exetcising absolute control over her when, 
she is spared after her husband’s death. 

The injunctions laid down in the Hindu “sacred 
books” respecting the treatment of &tvidow, are many of 
them of a harsh and inequitable character. In no cir- 
cumstances is she permitted to remarry, as a widower 
may do, though she may have been espoused in merest 
infancy and never once have been under her husband’s 
roof.|| Throughout life she must live deprived of many 

* See the case of her ornaments, Mauti, iii. 61. t Mann, viii, 299. 

I See Mum, ix. 81. § Manu, ii. 233. 

|| Manu, v. 168, compared with 168, 
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lawful comforts and harmless enjoyments. According to 
the Shastras, she must be divested of ornaments, and sub* 
mit even to the mortification of never sleeping on a 
couchf 

These statutory injunctions and representations of the 
Hindu Shastras, are in direct antithesis to the claims of 
humanity as far as the female sex is concerned. They 
have not yet become obsolete or ineffective among the 
Hindu people. They influence the spirit and habits of 
the whole of Hindu society. They overpower the special 
legislation for the preservation of woman’s life. How few 
Hindu female children, in consequence of them, receive 
on their birth a cordial welcome into this world ! How 
many of them, instead of being reared with care and 
tenderness, are consigned to neglect, issuing in death ! 
How averse is the community to all female education 
directed to the culture of the mind and the regulation 
of the moral affections ! How numerous are the pre- 
mature and foolish and unsuitable marriages, especially 
on the female side ! How many spouses are treated as 
prisoners by the higher classes, and by the lower, as 
slaves ! How incapable are mothers of devoting them- 
selves wilh intelligence and prudence to the intellectual 
and spiritual training of their offspring and of winning 
it to the love, acknowledgement, and practice of what 
is good ! How destitute are widows of that sympathy 
and support which their bereavement requires, even 
when they escape the Sad, or method of purity, which 
the Shastras require when they recommend the bereav- 
ed wife to surrender herself to consumption on the fu- 
neral pile of her husband ! The recommendation of Sati 
alone may account for the practice of Infanticide. If to 
preserve a widow’s chastity, she may be burned, a 
daughter, of whose marriage in the line of caste and 
dignity of family there is but little prospect, may be 
destroyed, 

Farther tfian this we have still to go in discovering the 
responsibility of Hinduism for the Infanticide which 
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exists. Poverty and hunger, according to Manu, author- 
ize the breaking of the general law as to filial life : 
« Ajtgartta , dying with hunger, was going to destroy 
his own son (ShunahsMpha ) ; yet he was guilty of no 
crime since he only sought a remedy against famish- 
ing.”* None of the moral precepts of the Hindus are 
absolute. Even truth, the pillar of the universe, jmay'be 
violated with impunity. “ A. giver of false evidence 
from a pious motive, even though he knew the truth, 
shall not lose a seat in heaven : such evidence men call 
divine speech.” “ In the cause of courtezans, of mar- 
riages, of food eaten by cows, of fuel for a sacrifice, of 
benefit or protection accruing to a Brahman, there is no 
sin in an oath.”f While such licenses as these are given, 
where, it may be asked, is there any absolute moral 
security in the land ? 

* Menu, x. 105. Sir William Jones, after the words "destroy his 
own son,” adds on the authority of the commentator, the clause " by 
selling him for some cattle;” but tikis interpretation is not warranted 
cither by the original, or by the story of Shunahsbe'pa, which has been 
lately investigated by professor H. H. Wilson. 

f Mono, viii. 103, 42. For further explanations of the motaHicen- 
fiousuess of Hinduism, see author’s " Exposures of Hinduism," * 



CHAPTER II. 

DISCOVERY or INFANTICIDE IN INDIA AMONG THE 
BA JKUMARS NEAR BENARES AND THE JADBJA'S OF 
KATHl'AWAD AND KACHH BY THE HON. JONATHAN 
DON CAN. 

Sir J ohu Shore, afterwards Lord Teignmouth, — a name 
famous alike for the maintenance of peace in India 
during his administration as Governor General, and for 
the dissemination throughout the world of the Bible, the 
grand source of peace, and of national as well as per- 
sonal reformation, after his retirement and settlement 
in Britain, — writes as follows : — “ That the practice of 
Infanticide should ever be so general as to become a 
custom with any sect or race of people requires the most 
unexceptionable evidence to gain belief: and I am sorry 
to say, that the general practice, as far as regards female 
infants, is fully substantiated with respect to a parti- 
cular tribe in the frontiers of Juanpur, a district of the 
province of Benares, adjoining to the country of Oude 
(Au<ih). A race of Hindus called Rajkumars, reside 
here ; and it was discovered in 1789 only, that the cus- 
tom of puttingto death their female offspring by causing 
the mothers to starve them, had long subsisted, and did 
actually then very generally prevail amongst them ; the 
Resident at Benares, in a circuit which he made through 
'(fee. country where the R&jkumars dwell, had an oppor- 
tunity ef authenticating the existence of the custom 
from their own confessions; he conversed with several; 
ell unequivocally admitted it, but all did not fully 
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acknowledge its atrocity ; and the only reason which 
they assigned for the inhuman practice, was the great 
expenoe of procuring suitable matches for their daughters, 
| if they allowed them to grow up.”* The Resident of 
Benares, here referred to, was Jonathan Duncan, of the 
Bengal Civil Service, a singularly shrewd Scotch gentle- 
man, well acquainted with the Hindustani, the popular 
language of the province, and the Persian, long the lan- 
guage of the Indian courts, who for the effective dis- 
charge of his official duties made the native customs and 
character his study, even before the curiosity of Britain 
in the East was awakened by the disquisitions and re- 
searches of a Jones and a Colebrooke. When reporting 
on the Cessions to the East India Company in the 
neighbourhood of the “holy city” of the Hindus, he gave 
what was called, “not an absolutely flattering, but a cer- 
tain degree of favourable description of the general state 
of the country and, in the spirit of accuracy and fidelity 
which he cultivated through life, he failed not to “describe 
the principal exceptions” which he found in the district 
now mentioned. Of that district the most consequen- 
tial inhabitants were the Rajkumars — originally deno- 
minated Rajputs , for the names are synonymous, -^sup- 
posed to be about 40,000 in number, and claiming 
royal lineage and direct descent from Raj& Pithaurd, the 
last of the Choh&n dynasty of Delhi. They were re- 
presented as exceeding their connexions in Rajpulann, 
— the great seat of the Rajputs, — in the “wildness of 
their notions and peculiarity of their manners,” being 
insubordinate and revengeful, though not without their 
“point of honour” in adhering to such engagements as 
they were “pleased to entor into,” In a latter com- 
munication f it was stated of them, that it was “no un- 
frequent practice among them” “to put their daughters 
as burn to them to death, by immediately causing their 


* Asiatic Researches Svo edit., vol. iv. pp. S88, 889. 
f Dated 31st Octobor 1789. 
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mothers to Starve them,” and that consequently, from 
necessity, they married into other Rajput tribes. So 
generally ■was this inhuman custom prevalent among 
them, .that the only exception -which could be brought 
to notice was this, “ that now and then the more weal- 
thy Rajkumars, will sometimes spare and bring up 
their female issue, especially when they happen to have 
none of the male line.” “ This horrid custom,” it was 
added, “is said to exist also among some other tribes, 
more especially in the Wazir’s dominions, #and is thought 
to be founded in the Rajkumar tribe on the inherent ex- 
travagant desire of independency entertained by this 
race of men, joined, perhaps, to the necessity of procur- 
ing a suitable settlement in marriage for these devoted 
females, were they allowed to grow up ; and the dis- 
grace which would ensue from any omission in that 
respect. Nor is this species of atrocity of a navel in- 
stitution, for a similar principle os existing among the 
Indians, was known by the ancient Greeks and Romans, 
and is still to be found noticed in their relations of this 
quarter of the world This information, which at the 
time it was conveyed to the authorities must have been 
very startling, was afterwards found to be substantially 
accurate. Infanticide ions practised to a great extent at 
this time, by other tribes besides that of the Rajkumars, 
— bytha Rajput tribes in general, forming all the chivalry 
so-eallcd of India. The notice of the crime by the Greeks 
and Romans, however, as existing in India, rested only 
on the authority of Captain Wilford, more remarkable 
for the wildness and ingenuity of his conjectures than 
the patience and accuracy of his historical deductions. 

Mr, Jonathan Duncan was a man of action as well as 
of observation. A few months after his discovery of 
the general prevalence of the horrid crime of Infanticide 
among the Rajkumars, he wa& able to say that he liad 
l^ught those of them who were under British authority 

F* Those of the king pf 6uda (Audi), tho nominal Wazir of the 

Great Mb&bahj 
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to enter into a covenant for its abolition. Of the kind, 
or measure, of persuasion by -which he effected this 
happy arrangement, he has given us no information. 
It was brought about by him after he made a tour in 
the districts in which Infanticide prevailed, and after he 
had found that the Rajkumars had, in palliation of their 
crime, “ only to plead the great cxpcnce of procuring 
suitable matches for their daughters, if they allowed 
them to grow up.” 

The form of Agreement according to which the 
Rajkumars pledged themselves to abandon Infanticide, 
was datod the 17th December 1789, and ran in the fol- 
lowing terms : — 

“Whereas it hath become known to the Government 
of the Honourable English East India Company, that 
wo of the tribe of Rajlcumars do not suffer our female 
children to live, and whereas this is a great crime, as 
mentioned in the Bretino By wunt Pooran, (Brahma Vai- 
vartta Purma) where it is said, that killing even a fcntuB 
was as criminal as killing abr&hman; and that for killing 
a female or woman, the punishment is to suffer in the 
nerk (market) or hell called Kal Sooter, (Kdla- Sutra*) for 
as many years as there are hairs of that female’s body; 
and that afterwards that person shall be born again, and 
successively become a leper, and be afflmted with the 
zakham: and whereas the British Governilamt in India, 
whose subjects we arc, have an utteT detestation of such 
murderous practices, aud we do ourselves acknowledge 
that, although customary among us, it is highly sinful, 
we do therefore hereby agree not to commit any longer 
such detestable acts ; and any among us who (which 
God forbid) shall be hereafter guilty thereof, or shall not 
bring up and get our daughters married, to the best of 
our abilities, among those of our cast, shall be expelled 
froth our tribe, and we shall neither eat nor keep society 
with such person or persons, besides suffering hereafter 

E* The hell of heated and burning copper, one of the twenty-one 
hells of tho Hindus.] 
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tho punishments denounced in the above purana and 
shaslra.” 

This agreement, as far as the prevention of Infan- 
licide is concerned, is thoroughly satisfactory ; and its 
reference to the sinfulness and inhumanity of the crime 
is appropriate. It is to be regretted, however, that, as 
proposed by a Christian and British functionary, it 
should lay the gravamen of the charge against ihat 
horrid practice on the supposed violation of the Shasira, 
however interpreted. The greatest caution is required 
in the use of arguments ex concessu in dealing with 
the living false systems of religious faith. The resolu- 
tion to visit offenders with exclusion from caste, must 
appear to all acquainted with the peculiarities of that 
institution, which has more to do with the ceremonial 
than the moral, to have been impracticable and nugatory. 

Mr. Duncan’s success With the Rajkumars led him 
lo direct his best attention also to the Maghmansh as ,- — 
another sub-division of Rajputs,— inhabiting Chandwaj 
and Mogra; but the result of his correspondence with 
them is not mentioned in the government papers. The 
Governor-General approved of whal he had done in re- 
ference to the Rdjkumars, who were British subjects ; and 
by various Regulations made the offenders among them 
in cases of Infanticide amenable to the Company’s Court 
for murder, pRder the penalty of its highest punishment, 
Mr. Duncan’s name, in consideration of his benevolent 
exertions in the case, was deservedly enrolled in the list 
of distinguished British philanthropists ; and for several 
years it was imagined, that in consequence of the ex- 
press covenant which had been made, and the fear of 
punishment, tho crime had altogether disappeared among 
the Rajkumars. The melancholy truth, however, was by 
and bye discovered, that though somewhat concealed* it 
Was still perpetrated to a large extent. On information 
by Mesajp. Fortescue, Smith, and Shakespeare, local offi- 
cials, the Oovernor-Gcneral in Council expressed the sad 
truth, outtjA 80th August 1816, that the measures of Mr. 
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Duncan and the Regulations of government, had “failed 
to prevent the inhuman practice,” and “ that although a 
greater degree of precaution was observed to prevent 
dctoction, there was loo much reason to fear that the crime 
itself had not in any degree diminished.” At this period, 
the general demoralizing effect of the crime was appa- 
rent to the British authorities in the provinces. In al- 
luding to the insubordinal ion, and violence, and savage 
cruelty of the parties among whom it prevailed, Mr. 
Fortescuc, rightly observed, that “the jealous and hasty 
pride which induces them to become the murderers of 
their own female offspring has probably a considerable 
effect in blunting their feelings against a sympathetic 
sense of the pains they inflict on one another on the 
smallest pretence of right or offence, and in rendering the 
dread of public justice of light or no collective influ- 
ence.” Yet, in the absence of moral enlightenment, 
this dread of public justice, was the principal motive, 
in the first instance, on which the government could 
rest for enforcing from the R&jkumars .obedience to their 
own engagements and the authority under which they 
were placed. This view of matters was taken by the 
Superintendent of Police in the Western Provinces in 
1819. In referring to a letter of Mr. Cracroft, the ma- 
gistrate of Jn&npur, — who proposed various economical 
arrangements which might bo subsidiary ^he exertion 
of the civil power in dealing with Infanticide, — he thus 
wrote : — “ The practice being declared to be a crime, it 
is the duty of the magistrate to do his utmost to convict 
those who still persist in it.” It was the long neglect 
of this principle, as wc shall afterwards see, which was 
the cause, in several provinces of India, of the continued 
shedding of innocent blood warm from the womb. It 
was its adoption, which, in late years, has so much 
tended to the suppression of Infanticide not only in the 
Ju&npur districts but in the Rajput stales in general. 

But those notices of the attempts to suppress Infant- 
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icide near Benares we cannot extend “We have refer- 
red to them at present, only because it was the discovery 
of Infanticide at Benares which led to the discovery of 
its existence in the important provinces under the poli- 
tical superintendence of Bombay, where it had been 
long practised to a fearful extent. 

Mr. Jonathan Duncan, on the appointment of the East 
India Company, which had formed a high idea of his 
talents and probity, was transferred from Bengal, to the 
office of Governor of Bombay in 1795. His habits of 
mind and his former experience led him, when he came 
to the Western Presidency, to indulge the inquisitive- 
ness which was natural to him, and which he had else- 
where cultivated with so much advantage to himself 
and the people placed under his authority. He was not 
only accessible to the natives ; but, with due restrictions, 
he systematically sought to maintain with them regular 
intercourse . He personally conversed and corresponded 
with them, whenever he found them capable of giving 
him useful and practical information. When he was on 
his first visit to Surat in 1800, he asked Kripfi Rama, 
the minister of the Nawab of that city, whether any 
traces, of Infanticide were fonnd in his locality, so con- 
tiguous to Baroch, the ancient Barygaza, whore Captain 
Wilford had. Imagined it to exist in the days of the 
Greeks. TJafi reply which he received was this: — 
“Heretofore I have hoard people say that among the 
tribe of Rajput, and especially among the Rfijfis of that 
class, the birth of a daughter in their houses was consi- 
dered as disgraceful ; on which account their women 
refused to let their newly-born daughters have access to 
their milk, and pul them in any way to death ; but 
this practice is not general through all the sub-divisions 
of their tribe, though in several places they do thus 
stohy-heartedly kill them.” 

Mr, Jhinean, — to abridge Ms own narrative which 


* See ParlianMjutary Eftpws on Hindu Infanticide : 1789-1820. 
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here commences,— returned to Bombay in July 1800. 
He had no farther opportunity of prosecuting his in- 
quiries into what foundation there might be for believ- 
ing the practice of female Infanticide to obtain 'in any 
places of the West of India, till the fact was again in- 
cidentally brought to his notice, between two and three 
years afterwards, by a native lady, — her name is worthy 
of remembrance, — Gajra Bar, a descendant of one of the 
Gatkaw&d Rajas of Gujarat, who had repaired to Bom- 
bay on political grounds. 

“ In view to the farther investigation of the grounds 
of Gajra Bfii’s information, Mr. Duncan entered into a 
correspondence on the subject with Captain Seton, then 
on a political mission at Mandavi, the chief port of the 
country of Kachh, a territory situated to the north-west of 
the province of Gujarat, the gulf of the same name in- 
tervening, and constituting the line of division between 
the two states.”* 

Mr. Duncan, writing to Captain Scion on the 8th 
January 1804, says, “I send you a memorandum from 
Gajra Bai (the daughter of Fallch Singh, one of the 
Gaikawad. princes in Gujarat) or rather the result of 
what she related to-day in conversation ; and request 
you will make every inquiry in your power into so 
curious a subject, as the alleged custom of your Kachh 
friends killing their female infants. I have heard Cap- 
tain Wilford of Benares, say, that in some old Greek 
author in his possession, ho has read of the same thing 
being a practice in his time in that quarter of India.” 

Captain Scton’s reply to this communication, which 
was dated the 23rd March, 1804, corroborated the 
mournful information which Mr. Duncan had previously 
received, and brought additional facts and surmises to 
iighl. 

“The custom mentioned in Gajra Bdi’s relation is in 
force to this day ; every female infant bom in the Rajd’s 


* Moor** Hindu Infanticide, pp. 18-19. 
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family, of a Rani or lawful wife, is immediately dropped 
into a liole dug in the earth and filled with milk, where 
it is drowned. 

“Dlftm-knwar Bni, who is now alive at Bhuj, the capital 
of Kaehh, is the daughter of Rao Lalchpat, by a patar 
or Gujarat kanchmi (strolling dancing-girl) sister to 
Rao (loci, Ihe last Raja and aunl ,of Rao Rayclhan, the 
present Raja. The latter has a son and a daughter by 
a slave of one of the Ranis, now ten or eleven years of 
age ; the custom in question not extending to them, but 
only to the Raja’s children by his Ranis, or consorts. 
Neither does it necessarily extend to the .ladcjiis, or col- 
lateral descendants of the Raja’s family, though most of 
them, through choice, adopt it, there being but two men 
of this cast of any note who have brought up their 
daughters; and these are Vridraji and Nathji, who will 
be again noticed. Vridraji Jadeja’s daughter is married 
to the son of the Bhawanagar Raja. 

“This custom of drowning female infants is not pecu- 
liar to Kaehh, but is common among the heads of the 
Khatri or Rajput Iribes.# It is practised in the family 
of the Jam of Nagar, in the peninsula of Gujarat; and 
in that of the Miazah, or Kaloris of Sinclh, and in others. 
The Rajputs of Kaehh are originally from Sindh, and arc 
called Sindh Samma, and Sindh Sumra. They fell back 
on Kaehh before the Muhammadans, driving out flic 
Kathis, who had before driven out the Sat Sinhas or 
Seven Lions, f Those that remained in Sinclh were 
converted to Muhammadism, and have been since driven 
out by the Talpuris. Part of them here (in Kaehh) form 
the east of Jaraadars, mentioned in my official corres- 
pondence as forming the third party in this government. 
They marry Rajputs’ daughters, but do not give their 

* Hie Rajput tribes in general claim descent from the ancient 
j Edhattrtya, or warrior caste. 

t Tlus popular allusion to tie dynasty of tbe Sinhas in Gujarat, 
w h*oh will be afterwards referred to, k worthy of notice. 
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own, it being contrary 1o the Muhammadan religion. 
The Raj pul s cat what is dressed by Muhammadans, 
but not from the same dish or plate, and of every tiling 
except beef and fowls, which laltcr are, in a manner, 
forbidden; as none in whose family a.Deva (or incarna- 
tion) has been are allowed to eat them; and as they all 
pretend to this honor, it would be an affront to make 
them such an offer. Game is preferred to tame animals. 
They drink spirits, but this does not imply an imparity 
of caste, neither does the license extend to the women; 
who in every respect, live as the highest caste of Brah- 
mans. Tho Rajas of Kachh and Nagar are descended of 
two brothers ; the older, of Kachh, named Maha-Rao, 
the younger Maha-Raj .* The Murvi chieftain, within 
the peninsula of Gujarat, is of the same family ; and the 
history of all is contained in the History of Khengdr 
and Radb the two brothers above alluded to, which I 
shall get and translate. The next great man in their 
history is Raja Bhara, who was driven from Sindh, and 
the most powerful in Sindh was Raja Unad. 

“I have already intimated that the Jadejas destroy 
their daughters; and though Vridraji and Nathji had, 
from the fear of having no sonB, and thereby wanting 
heirs of any sex, saved theirs, it is by no means a gene- 
ral practice. The Jamadkra, whose origin has been be- 
fore adverted to, take in marriage the daughters of the 
Sodha Rajputs, f who rear their female children for sale, 
and also destroy their infant female progeny. The 
expense, and difficulty of procuring suitable husbands, 
is the excuse usually made ; the Raja’s pretext is that 
he considers it beneath him to match his daughter with 
any man.” 

On a subsequent occasion, in the same year, Captain 
Seton added, “The family of the Jim, adverted to in 
my preceding letter, also take their wives from the tribe 


* The Sodha Rajputs reside in Pirkar, north of tho Great Ran. 
t The Kachh family is commonly held to be of the younger branch. 
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Of Sodha, who arc at present living between Sindh, Mul- 
tan, and J audpur . It might be supposed that the women 
would be averse to the destruction of their daughters ; 
but frdm all accounts it is the reverse, as they do not 
only assist in destroying them, but when the Musalman 
prejudices occasionally preserve them, they hold these 
daughters in the greatest contempt, calling them Maha- 
jan, 1 hereby insinuating that their fathers have derogated 
from their military cast, and become pedlars.” 

The information communicated by Captain Seton was 
in the main confirmed by Mirza Mortiza, a descendant 
of the stationary Moghal officers of revenue for the pro- 
vince of Gujarat; by the inquiries of Mr. S. Halliday, 
the superintendent of Police in Bombay ; and by Sun- 
darji Sivap, a respectable native employed in the pur- 
chase of horses in Kachh. and Kathiawad for the British 
Army in India. The last mentioned informanl verbally 
mentioned to Mr. Duncan, in a conference held with 
him in April or May 1805, “ That throughout all the 
country of Kachh, there may be six or eight houses where- 
in the Jad£j a masters of families bring up their daughters ; 
but otherwise the practice of killing them is genera] : 
and, besides what happens within the limits of that 
country, the J adeji chieftains of Murvi, Gondal, and 
Jamnagar in the peninsula of Gujarat do also kill their 
female infants.” 

Possessed of this information the Bombay Govern- 
ment, at th£ zealous instigation of Mr. Duncan, resolved 
to use its best endeavours for the suppression of the bar- 
barous crime to which its attention had been directed, 
even though the states in which it was practised were 
not under its immediate jurisdiction. On the 27th of 
May 1805, it issued its instructions to Major Alexander 
Walker, the Resident of the Court of the GaikawAd* in 
Gujarat, to whom, and the Peshwa of Pu»&> the terri- 
tory of ik&tbiawad was tributary, to communicate with 
Sfeivajt Bundarji then on his way from Bombay to 
Baroda, and (< ;fo endeavour to prevail on him to take an 
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.consent of the people to relinquish this barbarous and 
unnatural practice. It was accomplished, no doubt, 
with great difficulty, but it was so far a spontaneous 
act that it was solely effected by persuasion and reason. 
Tt is under this influence alone that the measure can 
ultimately be expected to prove successful; but from, 
the peculiar habits of the people of this part of India 
the practice of destroying their children cannot be over- 
come by the mere dictates of natural affection. When 
this tie was once abandoned, it would bo long before it 
could be again recovered ; and it would be necessary 
that they should be. continually watched, and urged to 
the performance of a duty which is seldom neglected 
even by the brutes. This is an unfavourable picture of 
human nature, but it is the unavoidable consequence of 
a long familiarity with depraved sentiments, and a per- 
severance in vicious habits. It was foreseen that the 
mere engagement which these people had contracted for 
discontinuing Infanticide, however solemn and authen- 
tic, would- not be sufficient unless they were looked 
after with vigilance ; unless thoy were frequently en- 
couraged ; and unless those instances in which they in- 
fringed their own voluntary engagement were detected 
and punished. The mode of punishment was provided 
by their agreement. I am persuaded that a system of 
this kind Would have succeeded, and have preserved, in 
a great degree, the engagement inviolate for the aboli- 
tion of Infanticide, Occasional infractions might have 
happened, and were to he expected ; but the general 
principle would hp.vc been maintained, and in time the 
custom would have been forgotten, and have disappeared . 
It must have been, indeed, by the same process that it 
was established ; fox it was impossible that a practice 
so contrary to every feeling of nature could have been 
established at once, and without the utmost repugnance. 
Many persons must have persisted in saving their chil- 
dren, and thus disobeyed a horrid and inhuman institu- 

7 
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tion, until they became reconciled to it by custom and 
usage. 

“It was under the influence of a similar train of reas- 
oning and reflection that I suggested to the Govern- 
ment, when I quitted India, to exact an annual report 
of the progress of Infanticide, and that it should be the 
object of continual care and solicitude. Before I retired 
from the service I had the satisfaction to see that the 
principles for its abolition had made no slight impression 
on the minds of the people, and in a short period they 
had saved a considerable number of infants. But from 
the report which has now been received from India, it 
would appear that the whole number saved in the course 
of ten years is little more than sixty, and perhaps not a 
third more than were presented by their parents to mo 
in Kathiawad with feelings of affection and delight. 
From those feelings which were publicly displayed, and 
which had all the appearance of the most tender mater- 
nal effusion, I must own that I thought myself war- 
ranted in entertaining the most sanguine hopes that this 
blot on human nature would be utterly eradicated. 

“ In the present state of the subject, and with refer- 
ence „to the peculiar state of the society in which this 
crime prevails, I would take the liberty of suggesting 
some remedial measures, which may still avert the fate 
of those unhappy children. 

“The first circumstance which requires attention is 
to see the people often, and by frequent intercourse to 
inspire them with sentiments more favourable to hu- 
manity. It is scarcely to be expected that the J&dejas 
will seek our society without greater encouragement 
than it is the habit of our countrymen, generally speak- 
ing, to afford to the natives of India; and we must there- 
fore visit them in their villagos. They must be sought 
Opt in their recesses, invited to attend the public kaeh&ris, 
and the subject brought as often as possible ufider pub- 
lic discussion. This should not be done in a contro- 
versial manner, but with the complacency and benevo- 
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lence of instruction, which seeks mlhei to convince than 
to confute an unreasonable opponent. In these situa- 
tions opportunities would frequently arise of enforcing 
the heinous nature of the offence, of calmly discussing 
its tendency, of exposing its crime, and of contrasting 
the abominable practice with the universally contrary 
usage of the rest of mankind. T3y the effect of example, 
by the force of conversation, and by diffusing good and 
just notions of human nature, these men would be gra- 
dually alienated from their absurd and guilty conduct. 
It is nol founded on religion; it is disavowed by the 
great body of the people, and prevails only among a 
single tribe. 

“ They would nol withstand any systematic exertion 
which might be directed to its overthrow; and, in fact, 
did it not yield to an attempt which was made in a 
doubtful situation, amidst a multitude of other occupa- 
tions, and which was not pursued for a long time? The 
same facilities, and greater, now exist to ensure success. 
The Gaikawad authority may be disposed more readily 
to co-operate with us, while our own is better establish- 
ed, and while we possess an actual share in the Gov- 
ernment of the country. The collector of the newly ac- 
quired revenue in K&thiawad would be a natural and an 
essential agent in this humane work. By means of the 
police, which is under his control, and by the frequent 
intercourse which his office obliges him to hold with 
the natives, he would have opportunities of communi- 
cation superior perhaps to any other person. Let the 
collector,* the agent in Kathiawad, the agent in Kachh, 
and the Gaikawad authorities, heartily, and in concert, 
exert themselves, and they would be Irresistible. Tt is 
with no improper or invidious motive that I have observ- 
ed on the great superiority of these means over the new 
and imperfect influence which we had when the attempt 

* [The office of Collector in Kadiiiw&d was united with that of 
Political Agent.] 
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was first made 1o suppress this odious crime. But I 
would not rest tlie success of this interesting measure 
alone on vigilance, and the active use of oven all the 
agents in our power. I would employ other stimuli, 
and not neglect those that may be calculated to produce 
an effect on. the grosser passions of those who persevere 
in the practice of Infanticide. I would not encourage 
the idea of an expensive agency, nor the direct and pro- 
fessed employment of spies, which are more likely to 
defeat than to promote the object ; but there are surely 
means of ascertaining the result of a birth in a family, 
without either offending its delicacy, or requiring much 
expense. The fact of a pregnancy is always public, 
and the report of the neighbours would often be suffici- 
ent evidence. A few detections would arrest the prac- 
tice. If the intercourse was as frequent as I have re- 
comraonded, many things would be casually learnt, and 
little indeed could bo concealed. In the course of this 
intercourse, many acts of friendship, of courtesy and at- 
tention, could be conferred on the Jadejas, which' would 
be attended with little expense, but which they would 
highly value; they are both greedy and necessitous. 
The “present of an inferior turban, of adopattah, of a 
snuff-box, of a pair of spectacles, or of any other trifling 
article, would be prized by them as a mark of honour, and 
as a profitable acquisition. These little favours would 
be the means of bringing them together, of inducing 
them to come into our society, and finally of reconciling 
them to our views. It is by association and a constant 
attention that they arc to he reclaimed. 

« I cannot conclude these hasty remarks without ob- 
serving that, the character and reputation of our Govern- 
ment must suffer materially should those people be al- 
lowed to resume a practice which they had .abandoned 
with ail the formality of a regular and solemn compact. 
May it not be said that we were more indifferent in the 
'cause of humanity than in exacting a rigid and scrupu- 
lous compliance with the terras of a treaty which xnvolv- 
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cd a paltry revenue, or some insignificant district ? We 
may by kindness and by patience bring them back to 
ihe path of their duty. The voice of nature, and the in- 
fluence of the women, will unite in assisting us, and in 
this struggle against a deplorable practice we shall 
finally prevail, while our motives must be applauded, 
and cannot be mistaken. Were the power of Govern- 
ment never applied but in cases so obviously beneficial 
and disinterested the rudest minds would bless them ; 
and the feelings of men, as well as their reason, would 
render them both agreeable and irresistible.’ 5 

Colonel Walker’s second communication, which was 
dated the 27th August, 1819, contained the expression 
of his more mature thoughts of the position at that time 
of the question of Infanticide, and the best means of 
contributing to its suppression. In point of vigour of 
language, and judiciousness of suggestion, it is even 
more remarkable than that now quoted. * 

“ Since I had the honour of addressing you under the 
19th ultimo,” lie writes to the Court, “ I have been able 
to peruse with more leisure and attention the proceed- 
ings which have been held on Infanticide from the time 
that I left India. . . . 

“After a careful perusal of the documents with which 
I have been favoured by the indulgence of the Honoura- 
ble Court, I have found it impossible to suppress the 
conclusion, that the subject had either been forgotten for 
years together, or that some imperious and uncontrollable 
circumstances had rendered our interference utterly im- 
practicable, From whatever resistless cause this has 
arisen, it is deeply to be lamented, and the consequences 
are far more formidable than even the immediate effects 
are in the loss of so many thousand lives; but the conse- 
quences are still more serious, as the enforcement of the 
engagement must now be infinitely mote difficult by 
the long neglect and disuse of its provisions. There is 
tio more effectual way of destroying the most sacred 

laws and obliffations than hw 
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fresh strength and vigour by a regular appeal to their 
authority. 

“At the time that I left India the subject was familiar 
to the Jadejas ; there was an impression of interest on 
their minds; a return had appeared of parental affection ; 
and above all there was the necessity of obeying a legal 
enactment possessing their own solemn sanction, and 
for the enforcement of which the British and Gaikawdd 
Governments were pledged. 

“ Instead of this picture, the Jadejas have now found 
out that the engagement, which was at first so reluctant- 
ly yielded, and strenuously urged, means almost nothing, 
since it may be eluded with impunity ; may be violated 
without detection and without reproof. If they had 
imagined that there would he so little danger in its 
violation as they evidently, at present, believe to be the 
ease, I should without any doubt have found much less 
difficulty in obtaining their consent to discontinue the 
custom of destroying their daughters. Could they have 
foreseen that the whole would afterwards have rested 
on their own freewill and choice, they would neither 
have been apprehensive of inconvenience nor of punish- 
ment, and would have saved themselves and me much 
trouble from a useless opposition. This reflection is not 
new, and I viewed the difficulty with which these peo- 
ple were first led to discontinue this extraordinary cus- 
tom at the time that I was using every effort to overcome 
their prejudices, as no unequivocal proof of the stability 
of the arrangement. This is stated in my Keport to the 
Bombay Government. 

“The consequence, in short, at this moment operating 
in Eathiawid is the impression of weakness and vaccil- 
lancy on the part of the British Government, or that they 
are incapable of giving effect to their own measures. 

“ It may seem idle to trace out the nature and extent 
of the evil that remissness or accidents have produced. 
I should not indeed have made these observations were 
I not clearly of opinion, that in the application of any 
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remedial measures it is most particularly necessary that 
we be distinctly aware of the nature and the extent of 
the mischief, otherwise it will never be counteracted. 
I am aware also that the truth cannot be stated in all its 
broadness and honesty to the Company’s Government 
in India, as it might irritate instead of conciliate ; yet it 
should be stated, though with as much delicacy as the 
nature of such truth will admit. 

“ I have now a more agreeable duty to perform in ad- 
verting to the interest which seems to be everywhere 
felt and expressed at present for the suppression of this 
crime. The communications of Captain Carnac and of 
Captain Ballantine breathe the spirit of feeling and hu- 
manity, which is natural to their character. They are 
men who love their country, their friends and mankind. 
They will, I am persuaded, pursue the subject with a 
renewed degree of earnestness and warmth, and by a 
judicious direction of their exertions finally accomplish 
the. abolition of Infanticide. They will embrace every 
means and opportunity of maintaining unimpaired the 
honour of their country, by supporting its reputation for 
humanity and philanthropy. They arc the best judges 
of local circumstances, and have the best means of talcing 
advantage of thorn. 

“I expect this from those gentlemen, and that they 
will unite a kind of enthusiasm in the cause. 

“I cannot avoid talcing this opportunity of expressing 
my own obligations and warmest thanks to Captain 
Carnac, for the spirit with which he repelled the insinua- 
tion contained in the resolution and minute of the 19th 
September 1817.* It is with the utmost unwillingness 

* [The resolution and minute here referred to are as follows r — 
"The report of Captain Baliantine, whilst it affords satisfactory proof 
of sixty-three female children having been preserved by our interposi- 
tion, exhibits a melancholy picture of the almost universal con- 
tinuance of the horrid practice of female Infanticide to an extent little 
expected, after the reports of the success generally, but inaccurately, 
attributed, to Colonel Walker's influence and exertions ” 
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that I have at all alluded to this subject, but I conceive 
that I could not pass it over in total silence, and must 
trust in the Honourable Court of Directors doing me that 
justice which I have on so many occasions gratefully 
felt and acknowledged nl their hands. I may, however, 
be allowed to observe, that the attempt to throw reproach 
and censure on my influence and exertions is in point 
of fart, at least, inaccurate. The exertions and respon- 
sibility of an individual in the public service must neces- 
sarily terminate with his office; but I can alfinn with 
truth that I have never been able to divest myself of 
care and solicitude for those interests which I left behind 
me in India; and especially for that measure by which 
I hoped to rescue a great number of helpless infants 

Captain Caruac’s notice of this minute was as follows . — “The Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council ia aware that Lieutenant Colonel 
Walker, under the instructions of Government, had effected every 
measuro which was calculated to ensure the suppressiou of Infanticide 
in K&thuw&d. That officer had not only obtained the consent of the 
J&dejas to abandon a practice consistent with their dearest feelings and 
prejudices, but by his influence also contracted engagements adapted 
to that desuablc object. 

“If these engagements have not been fully enforcedfrom their origin, 
and subsequent to the departure of Lieut. Colonel Walker to England, 
and that owing to such relaxation female Infanticide is not entirely ex- 
tinguished in Kd^hiawad, I presume, with every deference, that what- 
ever success has attended the endeavour to suppress the abominable 
practice is justly due to the influence and exertions of my predecessor. 

“At the same time the disappointment which has been experienced 
can. be traced exclusively to the wont of a system by which a detection 
of the guilty could be ensured, and not to any indifference on the part 
of the local officers to the enforcement of the engagements contracted 
by the Jadejas. I have had the honour on several occasions of bring- 
ing the subject in the most urgent manner to the attention of Govern- 
ment, and in submitting recommendations on Iho ways and means for 
on effectual abolition oflnfanticide, have implored Government to devise 
any plan which in its wisdom might be efficacious. 

“While my suggestions have been deemed objectionable, nefother 
plan has intermediately been prescribed, and doubtless the want of it is 
frequently affording the most melancholy evidence of an evasion of the 
excellent engagements contracted by the influence of Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Walker.* 1 ! 
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from a premature death. I have endeavoured to second 
this wish, by every excitement which a frequent corres- 
pondence at so great a distance could effect, 1o impress 
on the minds of my European and native friends an at- 
tachment to those principles which had always regulated 
my own conduct, and particularly never to relax their 
efforts against those who violate the laws of nature and 
society. This was all that I could do, and was perhaps 
more than was 1o have been expected from an unem- 
ployed individual. The most arduous part #f the enter- 
prise was unquestionably the procuring of the engage- 
ments on the part of the J&deja chiefs to abolish the 
practice of destroying their daughters ; the solemn ac- 
knowledgment that it was contrary even to their own 
religion; and that such was tlieir abhorrence and detest- 
ation of it that whoever should be proved guilty of the 
repetition of the crime should be branded with all the 
infamy, disgrace, and privation of privileges involved in 
the loss of caste. 

“ The recognition of these things as general principles, 
and principles of law, T hold to be the grand achieve- 
ment in the removal of Ihis scene of guilt, desolation 
and misery. . 

“ If the practical benefit has not followed, it cannot, 
by any fair inference, be imputed to me ; and this con- 
clusion seems firmly founded in the fact, that in the 
course of a short period after the engagement was pro- 
cured, as many lives were spared through its agency as 
for all the succeeding years. 

“But, perhaps, the following quotation from the pro- 
ceedings of the Bombay Government itself might be 
produced as a proof that the failure had no dependence 
on my influence and exertions. 

“ ‘ Had the aunual reports’ (they observe, in their con- 
sultations of the 16th of August 1816) ‘required by the 
instructions of Government of the 31st of March 1808, 
been regularly attended to, the chieftains would have 
observed a continued anxiety on the part of the British 
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Government to enforce the engagements they contracted, 
and the formation of those reports -would also have led 
to a spirit of inquiry, and ensured, in a certain degree, 
the fulfilment of those engagements, inasmuch as it 
would have proved to the chieftains of Katliiawad the 
anxiety felthy the British Government on the subject’. 
Inthis passage they ha vc themselves correctly traced, 
however laic, one of the principal errors which has been 
committed, and which was in their own power at any 
time to liav^g corrected. 

“It may be said there was nothing to report; let this 
bo admitted ; report that fact, for it was a fact little ex- 
pected, and the knowledge of it would have given an 
impulse to investigation and vigilance. It lias at length 
produced this very effget; and however inefficient the 
means adopted might have proved, the appearance of 
activity and interest must have prevented many bad 
consequences. 

“I shall now turn with pleasure to the circumstances 
which, are still favourable to this cause of humanity, and 
which may encourage us to expect that this revolting 
practice will be overcome. 

“The Court of Directors, the Government and its as- 
sistants in India, appear at present to take great interest 
in the success of the measure. This is one favourable 
class of circumstances. 

“ Again the prejudices of the Jadejds with which I 
had to grapple, if not entirely done away, are at least 
suppressed and disavowed. They appear so far to move 
within the range in which nature acts that they express 
no pride in the destruction of their offspring, and feel no 
shame in rearing them. It is evident that a very favour- 
able change has taken place, since all the infants they 
have saved has been the consequence of their own 
choice; and as some of tlieir daughters have been fear- 
ed within, very recent dates, the principle of natural af- 
fection is even at this moment producing its effect. 
This, therefore, is upon the whole a second class of 
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favourable circumstances ; but tbcy can be favourable 
only 1o an enlightened and resolute mind ; a mind that 
calculates coolly, that regards no obstacle ns contempti- 
ble, and yet will not be appalled by the greatest. 

“ One of the principal objections to the remedial meas- 
irres proposed to and rejcelcd by the Bombay Govern- 
ment, without the substitution of others, Is, that they 
uniformly consist of small details. They suggest to me 
the idea of a conqueror proposing to lay a vast region at 
his feet by merely disarming or taking captive a few of 
the vicletlcs or outposts. It appears to me that there are 
two great principles, of which all the minor details 
must be merely ramifications. The first principle is the 
maintenance of the authority of Government in connec- 
tion with the solemn engagements of the Jaclejas; and 
the second is the adoption of that conduct towards the 
natives which 1 have endeavoured to illustrate in the 
letter which I had the honour to address you last monlh. 
I have taken the liberty of suggesting in that communi- 
cation what I thought might be usefully enjoined; but 
much must be left to the discretion, temper, and good 
sense of the local authorities. 

“ There must be intercourse, reasoning, and such dig- 
nified and manifest benevolence, that the foul breath 
of malevolence shall never be able to sully it. In short 
reason, persuasion, and the aid of women, who more 
readily feel than men the cruelty of such a practice, 
would do much to put a stop to Infanticide ; and in a 
few years it would be looked on in Kdthiawad with as 
strong a feeling of horror as it is now in England, 

“ I shall take the liberty of offering some remarks on 
each of these points. In the first place the authority of 
Government must be maintained, and the engagement 
which has been mutually contracted, exactly fulfilled. 
■Wo*must show that we are serious, and that we are de- 
termined to he obeyed. This will be more difficult now 
than in 1808, but still it must be done. 

“I would begin by sending to every Jadeja chief an 
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authenticated copy of liis engagement, and apprize him 
in the most solemn and precise lerms of the del emula- 
tion of the Company and the Gdikdwacl to exact the 
performance of an obligation which has prescribed to 
all parties sacred and imperative duties. These separ- 
ate addresses to the chiefs would sooth their pride, and 
prevent them from taking offence; but that none may 
be able to plead ignorance of the intentions of Govern- 
ment, 1 would follow np the measure by a public Pro- 
clamation, and give it as wide a circulation as possible. 
This should be addressed to the bosom and understand- 
ing of every Jadcjd. It should declare the feelings and 
the intention of Government upon the subject. It should 
strongly mark the abhorrence of the crime, and explain 
the nature of his own obligations in consequence of his 
engagement to renounce Infanticide. He should be told 
that the bear, Ihe tiger, the wolf, the hyena, and what- 
ever is fiercest in nature, preserve tlieix offspring, and 
risk their own lives for their safety. He should be ask- 
ed what was to he expected from a being in the shape 
of a man, but who is so far from having any thing of 
the nature of a man, that his bosom is unvisited with 
even that tenderness which moves and controls the 
most savage beasts of pTey ! TKat where the monstrous 
inhumanity of Infanticide exists it is impossible lhal 
any good can exist : That it involves a violation of good 
faith, as well as the recognized principles of religion, 
and that no trust can be reposed in the perpetra- 
tors of this horrid crime : That therefore Government 
are resolved to punish such outcasts of human nature by 
withholding from them every mark of confidence and 
regard, as well as by inflicting pains and penalties ac- 
cording to the nature of the case. That on the other 
hand, those who give evidence of a sincere and hearty 
return to nature and the principles of religion, shall be 
regarded with affection, and enjoy every mark of esteem, 
of favour, honour, and emolument, of which circum- 
stances will admit, 
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“When these and other considerations have been pro- 
mulgated, it would be necessary that they should be 
acted upon with firmness and vigilance ; for early re- 
laxation in particular would prove extremely injurious, 
not only to this cause, but to the respectability of 
Government in general. 

“ In the proclamation I have above suggested, and in 
all public declarations on the subject, it might be useful 
to point to the Taluka of Drapha, of 400 families, who 
have never saved a female infant, and who are enduring 
the marks of Divine vengoance, in the extreme poverty 
and misery to which they are reduced. The Rtijkumdrs 
of Benares, also, who have proved faithful to their en- 
gagement, might be mentioned as an honourable in- 
stance, and in fine, Ihey should be reminded of every 
obligation and example which can be supposed to bear 
on the question, and is likely to produce any influence 
upon their sentiments. The feelings and compassion 
of the chiefs should be roused by frequently expressing 
our indignation against the crime; and by correspond- 
ence and remonstrance to inspire a natural horror of it 
in every breast. 

“In order to observe and 1o give due effect to those 
preliminary measures, the servants of Government, Na- 
tives or British, should have instructions to watch over 
the operation of the engagements in their several dis- 
tricts, and to report upon every occurrence of a birth 
among the Jadejaa, or oven the surmises of its conse- 
quences. As they are not very rigid in the seclusion of 
their women, and as all those who are in the lower sta- 
tions of life, who form the great majority in every socie- 
ty, must necessarily be employed in occupations, which 
expose them to public view, a case of pregnancy can 
scarcely ever be concealed. There is no attempt made 
indeed to prevent it being known, and surely it would 
not require much discrimination of judgment, nor the 
exorcise of a very officious or impertinent curiosity, 
to ascertain a circumstance which is so notorious. But 
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there arc oilier circumstances of less direct evidence, 
from which very fair aud correct inferences may be 
drawn, and of which wc may avail ourselves, in cases 
where stronger testimony may fail. It is well known 
that among Ilindns of all descriptions the birth of a son 
is an object of congratulation and rejoicing. Whenever 
a birth in a Jarlejo family was unattended by these 
eliccifnl and happy symptoms, where it was passed 
over in silence and without notice, we might with very 
considerable certainty conclude that the birth wns a 
female. Upon this siuiuisc or suspicion an inquiry 
might he made, and I do not imagine that there would 
either be any impropriety or indelicacy in questioning 
the family as to the result. In many cases I am dis- 
posed to think the Jddejas would not deny the fact, and 
any attempt to equivocate would form a strong proof of 
guilt. Cases of a suspicious natnre must occasionally 
occur, and come under our observation ; but the miser- 
able children of poverty must not become the victims of 
vengeance, while the more aggravated guilt of those 
that range in the higher ranks of life arc passed over in 
silence and with impunity. By taking advantage of 
every opportunity, by appearing active and inquisitive, 
and deeply interested in the event, we should convince 
these people that we are determined in future to prevent 
the perpetration of the act, 

“ At any rate every servant of Government should 
have injunctions to ascertain the consequence of a birth 
by all the means that may be in his power ; nothing 
should be too trifling for his notice which may bear on 
the point; he should collect even the rumours of the 
country upon the subject, and report to his superior ; he 
again to another, if such there happen to be, and so on 
till each case reach the assistant of tho Resident, and 


then the Resident himself, who should lastly report to 
the Government at Bombay. I would beg to recom- 
mend that the report of the Resident should bo made at 
least every three months for the first year or two, or till 
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il appear that the measure is proceeding so securely that 
an annual report, which must never.be dispensed with, 
shall be deemed sufficient. Quarterly reports for a time, 
indeed, would bo highly beneficial, and^Qthey were 
mere blanks, still 1 think they should be prtaptually 
made. They would prevent the subject from falling 
into neglect, and by maintaining a spirit of inquirymakc" 
it manifestly appear that we arc in earnest. I would 
even suggest, if it. could bo attained, to engage the chiefs 
themselves to make returns of births, and not only of 
females, but of males, which would he a check upon 
the evidence in regard to the former. This would be 
gaining a step of decisive importance, not only to the 
cause, but might increase the small number of useful 
facts which we possess on the state of population in 
India. There is every reason for suspecting that the 
chiefs have been transgressors of their own engagements, 
but the form alone of making a quarterly return to 
Government would add to the general excitement, and 
would ultimately produce good. The great object is to 
apply as many principles as possible of common cohe- 
sion, and to pul in motion the whole of the moral ma- 
chinery which can be discovered for the abolition of this 
unnatural practice. I am at the same time perfectly 
aware that the nature of the subject must render il 
peculiarly difficult to obtain correct information, and 
accurate evidence, of a fad which is commonly perpe- 
trated in secret. The means of concealing the sacrifice 
itself are extensive, but as they make no mystery of the 
pregnancy of their women, the result cannot be so easily 
disguised, and into this it is our business to inquire. 

“If there is any reason to believe, or even suspect, 
that the birth has been a female, and that nothing has 
been offered to the view or notice of the public, such 
circufhstanccs occurring must afford a proper subject for 
investigation. It is not lo be expected that this investi- 
gation should always produce conviction ; but the pur- 
poses of humanity would be fully answered by the in- 
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quiry, by showing the party that ho was watched, by 
alarming him. with the possibility of detection, and by a 
natural consequence to pievenl the repetition of the 
crime. 

“ I shotild bo disposed to consider a court, or Pan- 
chtttf as the most prudent and legitimate means for the 
lamination of the question. It would be a tribunal 
congenial to the natives, and its decision would give 
them no offence. As the Court would be entirely com- 
pobed of natives its proceedings would be regulated by 
their feelings, and the nature of the inquiry. Should, 
however, any objection be made to the Panclifut, or pre- 
vent it fiom assembling, I would have recouise to the 
trial by lots, or to any device, howevei defective or im- 
perfect, which might show that wc weie attentive to the 
subject, and ever on the watch for its detection. 

“It is evidently necessary that the whole system 
should be supported by rewards and punishments ; but 
a considerable diversity of opinion may prevail as to 
their nature and mode of application. The ciime may 
be rendered more fiequent by the severity of the laws 
which are enacted to prevent it, while there may be as 
much danger of encouraging it by too great tenderness 
in punishing. The offence is of such an odious des- 
cription that it cannot be considered as a fit object for 
the exercise of clemency. But at the same time it has 
been so long legalized by custom, aud so common in its 
practice, that it may not be proper to inflict the last 
severity of the law on the first transgressors. Afterwards, 
however, and when the ordinance has been for some 
time gene 1 ally observed, the criminal may be prosecuted 
as a common murderer. 


f * Cases of delinquency should in every event be al- 
ways punished by fine, and branded with infamy. The 
chiefs should be particularly held to their engagement, 


twtt punished with a pecuniary penalty to the extont of 
wu®gf means and the degree of their offonoe. The pover- 
ty ofifcapyj^ej&s, however, must render the mode of 
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amercement with respect to them impracticable, and the 
punishment of those who violate the engagement under 
such circumstances must be limited to disgrace, or ejec- 
tion from caste. 

“ To this may be super-added the displeasure of Govern - 
ment, the reproach and correction of society. I have 
said in a former communication that I would not have 
recourse to coercive means, and if possible I would still 
adhere to this rule ; hut the authority of Government 
must at all events be maintained, and this gross depart- 
ure from duty punished. If all other means therefore 
should fail, I would not hesitate to apply those of coer- 
cion, taking care to show that it is a mailer of necessity, 
and not choice. 

“ Rewards and punishments always suppose some- 
thing done to merit the one, or incur the other ; but it is 
generally a less difficult task to repay a good deed, than 
to discover the best means of punishing a crime so as to 
prevent its repetition. 

“ I have endeavoured, in my letter of the 19th of last 
month, and more particularly in its enclosure, to point 
out various marks of regard which might be shown, at 
little expense, to the observers of the engagements. They 
should have less the appearance of bribes than of marks 
of honour ; but al the same time instances may occur in 
which it may he necessary to display the generosity and 
liberality of Government. This must be particularly 
necessary in cases of extreme poverty, and inability to 
rear the offspring which has been saved. This revolting 
practice, may have begun among these people from 
want, fear of future evil, and a redundant population; it 
has been continued from prejudice and habit. Such 
cases of extreme poverty and distress have actually oc- 
curred. Several instances are stated by Captain Bal- 
.lantine to have happened, and an affecting appeal ap- 
pears to have been made by the parties for pecuniary 
relief, which will not escape the humane attention of the 
.Honourable Court of Directors. I would suesvst- *>>« 
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adoption of a Regulation, which, while it might serve 
as some check on the perpetrators of Infanticide, would 
be an encouragement to those who follow a difforenl 
conduct. The latter should receive as much praise and 
publicity as possible. In this point of view it might be 
found useful to publish in the cacheris and in places 
of public resort, after a report has been transmitted to 
Government, the names of those who have been faithful 
1o nature and their engagement, and of those who have 
been proved to violalc the dictates of both. While one 
class would thus be maikod as unworthy of trust or con- 
fidence, the other would bo placed within the view of 
distinction and preferment. Might it not be a beneficial 
excitement to confer an honorary medal on the Jadejas 
who save their daughters ? The silver of a few rupees 
might answer the purpose ; the medals would contain a 
suitable inscription •, and tbe persons receiving tbem 
should, be invested with them, by the highest local au- 
thority of the district, and in as public a manner as pos- 
sible. 

,c From the increased share and influence which we 
now possess in the revenue and government of Katliia- 
wad we have proportionally increased means of binding 
the principles and directing the sentiments of the na- 
tives, These are so obvious that it is almost unneces- 
sary to point them out. Amongst the circumstances of 
which we have the command is the power of employing 
only in the transaction of public business meritorious 
natives, and of selecting, especially for places of honour 
and trust, those Jadejas who may have saved their chil- 
dren. 

The Company, in a great measure, possess all those 
means of preferment and of profitable appointment which 
formerly belonged solely to the native rulers. A plan 
founded on this principle, systematically and judici- 
ously pursued, would have a far better chance of success 
than one which proceeded solely on compulsion. Avarice 
seems to be the moat powerful obstacle at present 
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against which wc have 1o (struggle or contend ; and the 
most effectual and natural way of counteracting this 
passion would be to oppose its influence by a new 
source of advantages. The fines recovered from delin- 
quents should constitute a fund sacred to the benefit 
of those who have saved their daughters, which should 
be distributed by the Eesidcnl according to the merits 
and wants of particular cases. The arrangement and. 
distribution of the fund in this manner would be one 
moans of satisfying the country that the humanity of the 
Company's government was quite disinterested, i shall 
only add, that every reasonable hope of abolishing In- 
fanticide inKaohhis strongly connected with our giving 
effect to what is already become law in the neighbour- 
ing country of Gujar&t. The accomplishment of this 
most desirable object ought to be considered as a pru- 
dent and legitimate measure for the consolidation and 
stability of our Government or influence in that quarter 
of India. 

“In concluding these remarks, and submitting them 
to the consideration of the Honourable Court of Direc- 
tors, it may be necessary to apologize for their freedom. 
My only, but l hope satisfactory, excuse, is that pecu- 
liar interest which I feel in common with the Court on 
the subject of female Infanticide, and my great anxiety 
that those measures for its suppression, which have been 
honoured by their approbation, and cost me no small 
pains and solicitude to effect, may not in the end prove 
totally worthless and abortive. 

“ I have delivered my sentiments with candonr, and 
with that plainness which truth seems to me to require ; 
but with feelings of the most respectful regards for the 
prosperity and honour of the Company, with which the 
dearest interests of this country are closely connected. 

“ If is unnecessary for mo to make any professions of 
attachment to a service from which I have enjoyed so , 
many benefits, into which I entered at an early period 
of my life, and in which T have witnessed ««-i 
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eventful scenes ; none of them however of a more ex- 
traordinary nature than that which is the subject of this 
address. 

“ I shall be happy if the desultory thoughts which I 
have at different times thrown together upon this im- 
portant subject shall be deemed worthy of the attention 
of the Honourable Court ; and I shall conclude by earn- 
estly wishing and praying for the final triumph of hu- 
manity over a barbarous and inhuman custom.” 

It does not appear that these valuable and spirited do- 
cuments were, at the time they were written, communi- 
cated by the East India Company to its officials in In- 
dia. On the members of the Court of Directors, they 
oould scarcely fail to make a deep and salutary impres- 
sion. They were certainly taken in good part by those 
to whom they were addressed, who a few years after 
their receipt evinced their gratitude to Colonel (then 
Major-General) Walker for his important services in 
India, by appointing him to the government of St. Hel- 
ena. They formed part of a return to Parliament or- 
dered to be printed 17th June, 1824 ; copies of which 
duly reached India, where they were not overlooked by 
parties more immediately concerned with the suppres- 
sion of Infanticide. We find Major LeGrand Jacob, 
Acting Political Agent in K&thiawad in 1841, thus no- 
ticing them in a letter addressed to the Bombay Govern- 
ment The philanthropists of Great Britain who have 
written on this subject, oven including the venerable 
Colonel Walker himself, who addressed the Honourable 
Court with some severe strictures on the apathy of In- 
dian functionaries as regards the crime, scorn to me to 
have been carried away by their zeal ip a noble-cause 
to overlook the circumstances in which we are placed 
in this country, and to forget what was due to their 
exiled countrymen. A handful of Englishmen, scatter- 
ed over a territory as large as Europe, can move but very 
slowly beyond the tide of public opinion. We experi- 
ence the stone difficulty in steering the course desiderat- 
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ed by a more enlightened and distant nation, as the 
aeronaut has to encounter in directing his vessel, the 
•want of an opposing force to the current we move in. 
In this particular province, nearly the size of Ceylon, 
and with a population of seventeen lakhs, the Political 
Agent can only devote great attention to the suppression 
of infanticide by sacrificing some other equally impor- 
tant duty; and it is surprising that a person of Colonel 
Walker’s experience and sagacity should not, in his re- 
criminatory letters on this subject to the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, written after his return to England, 
have made sufficient allowance for the fact, that a man 
cannot go beyond the limits God has been pleased to 
assign to mortal strength and intellect. The lapse of 
time that had occurred between these letters and Colonel 
Walker’s departure from India, as also the altered na- 
ture of our position in this Peninsula, with an earnest 
zeal for one particular object, somewhat shutting others 
out of view, may be viewed in justification of the phi- 
lanthropist’s remarks.”* In these pithy remarks there is 
much truth. They do not amount, however, to a vindi- 
cation of the remissness of such of the officials in India 
as may be supposed to fall under the censure of Colojiel 
Walker, so delicately and modestly expressed by him, 
We are bound to demand and enforce from our allies 
and tributaries the implementing of the righteous en- 
gagements which they have formed with our country. 
Our first duty in all the provinces under our supervision, 
after securing their general peace, is the prevention 
within their borders of the criminal destruction of hu- 
man life. While we know tbe difficulties from time to 
time encountered in securing these and other philan- 
thropic objects arising from the causes alluded to by 
Major Jacob — the paucity of European officers in the 
largest districts of India, their multifarious engage- 
ments, and the obstructions which native prejudice, 


* Letter dated 2Srd Oct. 1841, 
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custom, and apathy present to their labours, we know 
also that the zeal and devotedness and talent of our of- 
ficials, as exemplified in measures and pursuits in which 
Major Jacob has borne an honourable part, as we shall 
afterwards see as our narrative proceeds, can with the 
blessing of God effect wonders. 



CHAPTER VI. 


ATTEMPTS TO PROCURE AN ENGAGEMENT FROM THE JA'- 
DEJA'S OP KACHTX FOR THE ABANDONMENT OF IN- 
FANTICIDE — THEIR SUCCESS AND FIRST PARTIAL RE- 
SULTS — TIIE JA'dEJA's OF CHORAVA'd AND CIIA'RCnAT 
AGREE TO DISCONTINUE INFANTICIDE. 

We have already seen that Colonel Walker, ■when re- 
porting the success of his endeavours in r< ferenee to the 
formation of an engagement on the part of the Jadejas 
of Kathiawad to abandon Infanticide, had but slender 
hopes that their brethren in Kaehh, would soon follow 
their example,* It is to the credit, however, of the 
Bombay government and its officials, that they continu- 
ed anxiously to urge the Jddejas of Kaehh, to yield to the 
claims of humanity by abandoning this most crnel cus- 
tom ; and that, after much correspondence and inter- 
communication, the suppression of Infanticide among 
them was made a condition of the first regular treaty 
which was formed between that province and the Brit- 
ish Government, Had the prince and nobles of Kaehh 
been neglected in this important matler, not only would 
that province have greatly suffered in its moral inter- 
ests, but the work of eradicating the horrid crime from 
Kathiawad would have been rendered still more difficult 
than it has ultimately proved to be. 

The first party, after the departure to Europe of Col- 
onel Walker, who sought to bring the people of Kaehh 
to a right view of the atrocity of the crime of Infanticide 
waa.the zealous and persevering Jonathan Duncan, still 
the Governor of Bombay. He wrote a personal letter 
on the subject to Fatteh Muhammad, the minister of 
Rao Raydhan, which is not recorded, whieh called forth 

* See above, p. 86. 
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the following strange reply, received on the 15th Janua- 
ry, 1811. “ With regard to what you have urged, found- 
ed not only upon the doctrines of Islamism and Christ- 
ianity, but also upon the religious institutes of the Hin- 
dus against the custom of the destruction of females, as 
in practice among the Jadeja Thaknrs*(barons), I have 
read what you have stated on the subject of this horrid 
cruelty. Truly, the meditations of those whom God has 
exalted arc derived from supernatural inspiration. The 
truth is, that among the Jadejas descended from the 
Jada (Yadava?)* tribe the practice of female destruction 
has been handed down from generation to generation 
for the last five thousand years. It constitutes, in fact, 
nothing new. Some do not practise it, whilst others do, 
at the birth. Every person is vain of his own faith, as 
the Almighty has declared. Every tribe is gratified 
with its own tenets, and in the chapter of the Bakarat 
[Cow, of the Koran] is the following divine saying : 

‘ When you shall have witnessed the good as well as 
the evil of any particular religion, there will be found to 
exist nothing disgusting therein f and hitherto no at- 
tempt has been made, since the world has been divided 
into four quarters, and subdivided into seven distinct 
religions, by any Persian dr Arabian sovereign who has 
flourished on earth, to Interdict the custom among the 
chieftains in question ; and it cannot be unknown to you 
that this class of people are either connected by the ties 
of brotherhood or by relationship with his highness the 
Malta K&o, ray master (may Ms shadow bo extended !) ; 
and it must he accordingly inexpedient and improper in 

* See p. 70. 

ft No such passage as this ocours in the chapter of the CW. It is 
there said, however, “Surely those who believe, and those who Ju- 
daize, and Christians, and Sabians, and whoever bclieveth in God and 
the last day, and doth that which is right, they shall have their reward 
wifh their bord, there shall come no fear on them, neither shall they 
he grieved.*’ This passage has given rise to much controversy, thongh 
the majority of the Mnsalmans hold that it was afterwards repealed. 
Sec Sale, m foe.) 
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me, who have been cherished by his Highness, to discuss 
this question with the Jadejd people: in eoncuning 
with the following divine command, 'It will not be 
competent to you to bring into the right path every per- 
son to whom you may be attached, though the Almighty 
be able to direct in the way of truth whomsoever he 
wishes.’* This point therefore excepted, I request you 
will unreservedly command my services in this quar- 
ter, on all suitable occasions ; and I shall discharge the 
duties of a good-wisher in the accomplishment thereof ; 
not doubling at the same time, that yon will always 
consider me as one of those who desire you well, and 
afford me the pleasure of your correspondence, such as 
I shall esteem the height of human felicity.” 

Mr. Duncan, undiscouraged by this evasive, though 
polite, declinature, renewed his remonstrances with 
Falteh Muhammad, in the following epistle dated the 
95th March, 1811. It is obviously penned in the native 
style ; and it is somewhat indicative of the “ brahman- 
izod mind,” which Sir James Mackintosh, the Recorder 
of Bombay, — who in his philosophical and judicial dig- 
nify and decorum had but little sympathy with his 
frequent oriental accommodations, — was jocularly wont 
to attribute to Mr. Duncan, 

“I have of late had the pleasure of receiving a letter 
from you, on the subject of the fortunate consequences 
that attended the deputation of the late most worthy 
character, Captain Greenwood, to Maudavi, and re- 
specting your reluctance to interpose for the prevention 
of the nefarious observance of female Infanticide, as 
being a long-established custom that has prevailed among 
the Jade j as of your quarter, and of which although you 
cannot yourself but disapprove, you wish to decline in- 
terfering in for fear of giving offence to your superiors. 
You* should, however, Consider what a high religious 
merit you must acquire in the sight of the Almighty by 
proving the happy means of putting an end to so im- 


[* This passage is conformable to the doctrines of Islam.] 



moral and detested a practice, as must by all tlic world 
be acknowledged to be the one here alluded to, and 
which might gradually be repressed, and in lime entirely 
rooted out, by pursuing the same conciliatory means for 
that purpose as were followed three years ago in ICathi- 
awad, by the respectable Colonel Walker, who after 
some amicable discussion, obtained, under the instruc- 
tions of this Cl overnment, written engagements and ob- 
ligations from all the Jadeja chieftains in that region to 
abandon so abominable a custom, in like manner as I 
bad previously done two-and-twenty years ago from the 
Rajput tribe of Rajknmurs in the Zillah of Juanpur, in 
the province of Benares ; since which, the acts of these 
Rajlmmars have remained unsullied with such barba- 
rous and unnatural deeds as the murder of their own 
offspring. I enclose a translation of the engagement 
which these Rajkumaxs on that account entered into, 
under date the 17th of ‘December 1789, and the respect- 
able Captain Carnac, Resident at Baroda, will forward 
a transcript of the engagement to the same effect entered 
into with Colonel Walker by the Jadejas of Kathiawad, 
both which writings I recommend your confidentially 
imparting, together with copies of my former and present 
letters to you on this important subject, to some of the 
most discreet of the head men of that tribe in Kachh, 
and on whom I cannot doubt the perusal and consid- 
eration thereof will produce a salutary effect, and awake 
their feelings to a sense of the murderous habitudes to 
which they and their ancestors have been thus long 
inured ; such as I cannot suppose they will desire to 
persevere in after knowing that it has been relinquished 
by so many of their brethren both in the west and in the 
east, when they can, I trust, no longer desire to con- 
tinue the solitary instance of such atrocity; in which 
case the Almighty will no ddnbt forgive the past, as 
being founded in their ignorance, and in those prejudi- 
ced of education which it is so difficult in all countries 
to get the better of; whereas if they wilfully persist 
thus to- put their own infants systematically to death, in 
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defiance of the salnlary example pet to them by their 
brethren, it is to be dreaded that the Divine vengeance 
may one day overtake them and their country, in like 
manner as the history of other nations contains marked 
manifestations of, such as I hope they will avert in time, 
and seasonably shield themselves from, by the renuncia- 
tion thus solicitously desired of them ; nor can you in 
particular perform a service so agreeable to me. by 
contributing, by all the weight of your own influence, 
to the attainment of an object so highly interesting to 
humanity, respecting which 1 shall therefore wait your 
further report, with an anxiety proportionate to the im- 
portance of the reformation thus in view.” 

This, it is believed, was the last communication on the 
subject of Infanlicido written or prompted by Mr. Dun- 
can. He died on the 11th August following, greatly 
lamented by the Bombay community, of which, for the 
long period of sixteen years, he had been the honoured 
and efficient head.* 

* The following is the inscription on. the handsome and tasteful mon- 
ument to Mr. Duncan in the Bombay Cathedral. 

IN MEMORY OV 

THE HOJFBLE JONATHAN DUNOAN 

GOVERN OB OB BOMBAY* prom 1795 To 1811. • 

recommended to that high office by his talents and integrity* 

IN THE DIB OH ARAB OF VARIOUS IMPORTANT DOTIES IN BENGAL AND BENARES* 

BIS PURITY AND ZEAL FOR TUB PUBLIC GOOD WERE EQUALLY CONSPICUOUS 
DURING HIB LONG AND UPRIGHT ADMINISTRATION AT THIS PRESIDENCY. 

WITH A GENEROUS DISREGARD OF PERSONAL INTEREST* 

HIS PRIVATE LIFE WAS ADORNED 
BY T NR MOST KUNiriCRNT ACTS OT CHARITY AND FRIENDSHIP, 

TO ALL GLASSES OF THE COMMUNITY. 

TO THE NATIVES IN PARTICULAR HR WAS A TRIBAD AND PROJECTOR 
TO WHOM THEY LOOKED WITH UM10UNDBD CONFIDENCE, 

AND NEVER APPEALED IN VAIN. 

HB WAS BOBfi' AT WARD HO USE IN THE COUNTY OP FORFAR IN i, GOTLAND 
* ON THB 1st may 1756, 

CAME TO INDIA AT THE AGE OP 10; AND, AFTER 3ft YEARS OF UNIN TBRRUPTBDSBRYIOB, 
PTB2> AT THIS PLACE ON llTH AUGUST 1811. 


INFANTICIDE 

ABOLISHED 

IN 

BENARES AND RATTY WAR. 

SEVERAL OF THE BRITISH INHABITANTS OP BOMBAY, 
JUSTLY APPRECIATING HIB DISTINGUISHED MERITS 
IK PUBLIC AND PRIVATE Ltt»B 
HAVE RAISED THIS MONUMENT, 

AS A TRIBUTE OP RESPECT AND ESTEEM, 

jvf,D,ocoxvtr. 
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With the immediate effect of Mr. Duncan's letter, we 
arc unacquainted. It would appear, however, that as 
the position of Fatteh Muhammad as prime minister in 
Kaclih heeamc more insecure, and his dependence on 
the Bombay government, which espoused his claims par- 
ticularly as against Jam Jasaji of Nawanagar, became 
more imperative, he and the Jddejds seem to have made 
some expression, or other, of deference to its repeated 
entreati es. The promises given, of whatever nature they 
might be, were long kept in a state of abeyance and 
the Bombay Government, with the growing disturb- 
ances in Knohh before its view, possessed no power of 
enforcing them, ft wrote thus to the Court of Directors 
on the 22nd August, 1818 : — “ The events which have 
recently occurred in the province of Kachh, and led to 
the termination of all intercourse with that government, 
have deprived us of the means of encouraging the native 
chiefs in an adherence to their laudable resolution to 
abandon the inhuman practice of female Infanticide. 

"We have, however, called on the Resident at Ba- 
roda to ascertain and report whether the practice has 
been discontinued wholly or in part in Kachh, and' 
whether it has entirely ceased within the province of 
Kathiawad.” 

Noticing this communication, — with the unfaltering 
loyalty to the cause of the abolition of Infanticide 
which, to their credit be it said, they have never failed 
to evince, notwithstanding their long hesitation about 
interference in Sail and other matters of humanity,- — the 
Court of Directors replied : “ We must again enjoin you, 
in the most serious and earnest manner, tq he unremit- 
ting in your endeavours to accomplish this humane ob- 
ject in the countries wherever the British influence can 
be felt or exerted.” 

On the 16th of August following, wo find the Bombay 
Government, then under Sir Evan Nepean, detailing 
its further proceedings, in a despatch to the Court at 
home. 
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“ In our instructions to Caplain Carnac on tho occa- 
sion of renewing onr ncgociations with the state of 
Kachh, your Honourable Court will observe we apprized 
that officer, that ‘the suppression of female Infanticide 
was, as he was aware, an object, for the accomplishment 
of which the British Government was extremely solici- 
tous ; and that the late Fatteh Muhammad having pledg- 
ed himself to promote the entire suppression of that 
horrid practice, we trusted that Lieutenant MacMurdo 
would feel no difficulty in obtaining an obligation from 
the Ttao [Bh&rmalji] to use his influence in prohibiting 
so unnatural and so inhuman a practice.’ 

“ Captain MacMurdo lias not yet acted upon that part 
of his instructions, having, in a private letter to our chief 
secretary, dated the S2nd of January last, explained 
that ‘he could not touch on Infanticide just now; it 
would have needlessly irritated and alarmed the Ja- 
dejas, and we shall have time to go to work slowly and 
methodically with greater prospect of success.’ 

“We have only within these few days received Cap- 
tain Carnac’s reply to our reference of the 22nd of July 
18X5, which has been noticed by your Honourable Court, 
a copy of which, and of our Chief Secretary’s letter in 
answer thereto, we have the honour of forwarding for 
your information. 

“The impaired power of the Rao, and the internal re- 
volutions in Kachh, Captain Carnac states, have been 
made a pretext for paying no attention to the execution 
of our wishes ; and under these untoward circumstances 
we have not been enabled to carry our views for the 
abolition of female Infanticide in that province beyond 
measures of representation ; and now that we have ob- 
tained a political establishment in Kachh, we fear it 
maj require no slight degree of exertions before any 
sure progress be made in the success of our object. Cap- 
tain MaoMurdo’s attention, however, has been directod 
to the impressive injunctions of your Honourable Court; 
and as we have directed periodical reports to be submit- 
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ted lo us of the success of our exertions, wo entertain a 
hope that by the vigilant and persevering efforts which 
will he bestowed on this interesting subject, this humane 
object will be ultimately accomplished.” 

Writing to Captain MneMurdo on this occasion the 
Bombay government said, “As the practice is not in 
Ivuthii'iwad connected with any ‘religions feelings,’ the 
Governor in Council is desirous of being particularly in- 
formed if it be so within tile province of iCaclih, as, in- 
ferrible from an expression made use of in the 4th para- 
graph of Captain Cn mac’s letter, the custom in Kathia- 
wtid was followed through selfish and mercenary mo- 
tives ; and its abolition was represented by Colonel 
Walker as one of the most popular acts of the Com- 
pany’s Government i n C ujarat, even with the Judejas 
themselves ; the. C-fovernor in Council entertains therefore 
every hope, that by judicious management yon may 
prevail on the chieftains of Ivachh to abandon this abo- 
minable practice. No time would he more advantage- 
ous for your preferring your application, considering the 
pecuniary concessions which the British Government 
has made to the State of Kachh and you are authoriz- 
ed tq inform the Rao that his highness could not make 
a more acceptable return, than by following the praise- 
worthy example of the chieftains in Ivatbiawacl, in cn- 
gaging to promote the highly interesting object of abol- 
ishing the inhuman custom of female Infanticide.” Cap- 
tain MacMurdo was at this time appointed the govern- 
ment agent at Blmj. The instructions delivered to Mm 
were approved by the Court of Directors. 

[* "Of the twenty lalths of rupees claimed in name of indemnifica- 
tion and expenses, the British government shortly afterwards remitted 
thoir own portion, amounting to nhovo eight hundred thousand, together 
with the ) early tribut o of two lakhs of Korts j a Iihoraiity which at first 
equally surprized and delighted the BAo, who found no great dififcully 
m raking the remaining balance by fines on his refractory chieftains, 
and demands, under the title of voluntary contributions, from those 
who had long Obeyed the revenues of the country.”— Burnes’s Sketch ■ 
of the Kisfoty ofCuteh, seel, iil.] 
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Tlio affairs of Kachh during the next three years got 
more and more into confusion and disorder. Huscin 
Miyan and Ibrahim Miyan, the Sons of Falteli Muham- 
mad and his successors in the administration of affairs, 
did not well consort together; and -various factions were 
formed by them for no very commendable purposes. 
Man Singh, or Bharnialji, the son of Raydhan by a slave- 
girl,' — who had been seated on the cushion through the 
influence of Ibrahim Miyan aided by a Muhammadan 
chief named Miyan Solah and with the connivance of 
the J-adcjas in preference to L&doba the lawful son of 
Bhaiji Bawa the brother of R&ydhan and the lawful heir, 
— devoted himself to intemperance, debauchery, cruelty, 
plunder, and murder, in which he. was but too much en- 
couraged by the example of his ministers and com- 
panions. He was by no means well affected to the 
British authorities, however disinterested they wore in 
the advice which they tendered to him for the regula- 
tion of his own behaviour and the conduct of public 
affairs. Encouraged by the sympathy of the Amirs of 
Sindh, and the vauntings against the British for their 
entrance into Kachh of the King of Kabul who had ab- 
solutely no rights in that province, he sought, bul in vain, 
to eject the British from Tuna and Anjar in Kachh, which 
they held as a material guarantee for the pacification of 
the province and reimbursement for a portion of the ex- 
pellees which they had incurred while seeking to pro- 
mote that object. Among other atrocities, he directed 
the assassination of his nephew Ladoba, even though, 
at this time, there was no wish either on the part of his 
bhalyad or the British Government to disposses him of 
the authority which he himself enjoyed. Ho alienated the 
Jddejas from Ms person and darbar. When asked by the 
Bombay Government to treat with kindness the widow of 
Lddoba, and her expected offspring, — for she was preg- 
nant when her husband was murdered, — he became in- 
furiated, on account of their interference, and collected 
his soldiers with a view to proceed against Anjar. The 
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most vigorous remonstrances of Captain MacMurdo 
were unavailing for his correction on this occasion, and 
though ultimately afraid to attack Anjjir, which had been 
re-inforced by British troops, he moved again&t Adieu- in 
the east of Kachli, for the express purpose of causing a 
breach of the peace. 

In the course of these proceedings the treaty of 1816 
was both suspended and violated. The Marquis of 
Hastings, the Governor General of India, on due in- 
formation from the Bombay Government, declared Bhar- 
malji a public, enemy, and gave instructions to proceed 
to the extremity of war against him. The sequel we 
cannot better notice than in the words of X)r. Burnes. 
« Orders were issued to accept the spontaneous and long 
proferred co-operation of the J adejas for his dethrone- 
ment, as well as to request that body of noblemen to 
elevate to the masnad whomsoever they considered the 
lawful heir to that dignity. To give full effort to these 
instructions, a British army was forthwith assembled, 
under the command of Sir William Grant Keir, at An- 
jar, where it was joined by (Yijirajji) the two Pragjis, 
Alyaji, and JVLeramanji, the five principal Jadeja. chiefs 
in ffachh, w ho expressed their readiness and anxiety to 
co-operate in the measures to be adopted. The Rao, 
who had during this interval entered into a compromise 
with the chief of Adisir, quickly returned to Bhuj, 
where he was seized with a violent illness. lie was 
consequently unable himself to make any preparations, 
ox give orders in person ; but his partisans and favourites 
collected a considerable force, and on the approach of 
the British army to the capital, some skirmishing took 
place. Captain M'Murdo then intimated to Bharmaiji 
the intention of his government to organize anew the 
affairs of Kachli, in concert with the Jddcja Bhaiy&d ; 
and called on him either to stand by the consequences 
of resistance, or to surrender himself, promising, in the 
event of his adopting the latter alternative* that he should 
meet with safety qnd consideration. This proposal was 
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not attended to till Ihe Hill-Port of Blrajia, which over- 
looks the city of JBhnj, was lakcn by escalade on the fol- 
lowing day ; upon which through the negotiation of the 
minister, Lakhmidas, Riio Bharmalji was brought to the 
tenL of the resident, and placed ilnder a guard of British 
troops. Every respect was paid to him, consistently 
with the safety of his person, and the kindest attention 
shown to his health, which, from constant intemperance, 
and his recent indisposition, was now so completely 
broken, that he was scarcely able to walk or articulate. 

“ A. few days after his surrender, Ruo Bharmalji was 
formally deposed, and placed in a palace built by Fal- 
teh Muhammad, which was selected for his residence. 
The J&deja chiefs wore then left entirely to themselves 
to choose his successor ; and it was generally expected 
that the election would have been in favour of the in- 
fant son of the murdered prince Ladoba. ; but strange as 
it may seem, the only sou of JBhiirmalp, a child of three 
years of age, received the unanimous votes of the Bhai- 
yad, and was accordingly raised to the throne by the 
name of Ruo Ddsal.* The minister, Lakhmidas Mehta, 
is understood to have secured, by his influence, this de- 
cision in favour of the offspring of his fallen master. 
Necessary as was his dethronement, several of the Ja- 
dejas, acting from the same impression, still wished, 
after that decided stop, that the government should be 
carried on. in his name ; and when they found that the 
proposal was objected to, they evinced their respect for 
his failings and misfortunes, by entreating that kindness 
should be shown him in his confinement, and that the 
succession should regain in his family. The election 
of the Bhaiyad proved in the end more fortunate than if 
it had fallen on the weakly child of Ladobd, (whom, 
howgyer, they declared the next heir to Desalji, in the 
event of his not living to have issue,) as he died a few 
weeks after, and the race of Bhaiji Bawa, the legitimate 
branch of the royal family of Kaelih, became extinct. 


* [The present Rao of Knchk.l 
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“The next requisite Mop towards the settlement of 
affairs, was the appointment of a regency, to carry on 
the government during the minorily of liih Highness 
Rao Dd sal ; and the Jadejas were again requested to no- 
minate a sufficient number of persons for the purpose. 
Their choice fell on Jadejas Yiriiji of Rolm, and Pri- 
thirajji of N&ngarcha, the two most powerful chiefs in 
Kachh, Udanj'i, a Rdjgur Brahman, the minister Lakh- 
mid tin ‘VValabji, and Shot Ratansi Jetha. The name of 
the British resident was also included ; but as ihe object 
of the. Governor-General was to render TCaclih, as far as 
possible, an independent state, the arrangement was at 
first objected to ; and it was only through the earnest so- 
licitations of the Jiidcja Bhaiyad, combined with those 
of the existing members of the regency, that his lordship 
at length consented to the appointment of Captain Mac- 
Murdo as president of the latter body. Matters being 
now settled on a firm basis, the regency proceeded to 
correeMhc. innumerable abuses in every department of 
the state, and to discharge the useless and expensive 
levies of Iroops which Bhannalji had maintained. A 
British force was subsidized for the defence of the coun- 
try ancl the support of the government ; and the honour 
of guarding the Rao’s palace was given up entirely to 
the Jadejas, to the perfect exclusion of the low-born 
wretches whom the late Rao had introduced 1o that re- 
sponsible duty. 

“In conformity with the spirit of the measures which 
have been detailed in these pages, and, as better calcu- 
lated to maintain a firm and honourable alliance be- 
tween the two states, a now treaty, containing, in addi- 
tion to most of the articles of that of 1816, many others, 
adapted to the improved condition of affairs, was short- 
ly after concluded between the governments. It wyjl 
seen on a reference to it, that the British government 
wished carefully to abstain from all interference in tho 
Rao’s internal authority ; whilst it agreed to guarantee 
his power and the ‘integrity of bis dominions’ from all 
enemies, foreign aiid domestic. A boon of a similar 



TltE AT V \\ 1'LJI KA( Mil . 


147 


description was exlendcd to the Jade jit chiefs, who had 
established a claim on us hy their conduct during the 
late revolution, and w hose possessions were also secur- 
ed to them on their consenting to preserve their female 
children. In return for these important concessions, 
the advantages derived by the British government are 
almost nominal ; for, with the exception of an animal 
subsidy of two lakhs and eighty thousand mpees equal 
to the support of one-half of the force which has been 
generally required, we receive nothing from the Bhuj 
durbar, to which Aiijar and its dependencies have since 
been restored. In enumerating the benefits of the alli- 
ance, we must not omit, however, the grand viclory in 
favour of humanity in ihe abolition of Infanticide; a 
horrid practice, which it has been our object, ever since 
our connexion with Kaelih and ICathiawad, to put a stop 
16, and which we have certainly succeeded in diminish- 
ing in these countries.”* 

The tieaty now alluded to was concluded on the 13th 
October 1S19. It was entitled “Treaty of Alliance be- 
tween the Honourable the Bast India Company and 
His Highness Maharaja Mirza Ruo Shri DCsalji, his heirs 
and successors, concluded by Captain MacMurdo, on 
the part of the Honourable Company ; and by J ddejas Pri- 
thirajjijVijiraji, Moramanji, Prigji, Prigji, Mokaji, Alyaji, 
Naughonji, Bhdnji, and Jaymalji, by virtue of full pow- 
ers from their respective governments.” The portions 
of it which referred to Infanticide were the following. 

Article 10. “ The Honourable Company engages to 
exercise no authority over the domestic concerns of the 
Rao, or of those of any of the Jadeja chieftains of the 
country. That the Rao, his heirs and successors, shall 
be absolute masters of their territory, and that the civil 
an<L criminal jurisdiction of the British Government 
shall not be introduced therein. 

Article 17. “His Highness the Rio, his heirs and 

* Abridged from Dr. Bumes’s Sketch of the History of Cutch, -with 
the change of some of the nemos, pp, 215-221. 
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successors, al tho particular instance of Iho ITononv- 
ablo Company, engage to abolish in their own family 
tho practice of Infanticide ; they also engage to join 
heartily -with the Honourable Company in abolishing the 
custom generally throughout the Blmiyad of Kachli. 

Article 18. “ Previously to the execution of the deed 

of guarantee in favour of the Jdclcjd Bhtuyad according 
to tho tenor of the 16th Article, a written engagement 
shall he entered into by them to abstain from tho prac- 
tice of Infanticide ; and specifying, lhat in case any of 
them do practice it, the guilty person shall submit to a 
punishment of any kind that may be determined by the 
Honourable Company’s Government and the Kaohh 
Durbar.”* 

The Court of Directors in reference to these articles, 

1 This writton engagement was dated llio Olh October 1820. It is 
thus with accompaniments recorded in tho "Treaties, Agreements, and 
Engagements” accurately collated with the originals, published by Mr. 
R. II. Thomas of the Bombay Secretariate in 1851, from which (pp. 
971-272) wchave taken the preceding articles. 

“Wo, the Jddejds Sugriunji, Jiwanji, and Sumrdj t, of Patri, do hereby 
engage for ourselves, our heirs and successors, to abstain from tho 
practice of Female Infanticide, and in iho event of oiu - continuing this 
practice, do consent to submit to any punishment that (he allied 
Govemmonts may think proper to inflict upon ns, as stipulated in the 
18lh Article of the Treaty of Alliunco, dated the 18th October 1819, 
between the Honorable East India Company and Malm. Raja Mir 7, a, 
RSo Shu De'salji, 

Dated Dth October 1820. 

(True translation, G. J. Wilson, 1st Assistant Resident.) 

Memorandum. The above engagement was subscribed by Iho follow- 
ing JidejS, chiefs. 

Jade# Vijir&jjt, and Bhdiydd of Rohl 
Jddeja Kdtluji, and Bhaiydd of Nalyu, 

Jadeja Hothiji, and Bhdfydd of Darsarf. 

Jddeja Kaioji, and Bhatyad of Wainoti. 

Jadejd Bhimhu, Mtosingfcjt, and Bhatydd ofKhedoi, 

Tadejd Prdgji, and Bhdtydd of Mhawa, 

J&deji OhandojC, and Bbdlydd of NdngarnhS, 

Jddejd Naughanji, and Bhdiydd of Kotbdrd . 

Jadejd MerWnjf, and Bh%dd of Sufodf. 

Jddejd Mokitji, tod Bhdfydd of Tent. 

Jitdejd Alydft and Bhdfykd ofVfojdn. 
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which are both express and satisfactory, lints wrote on 
the 22nd November 1822. 

“ We shall be much gratified to hear that the stipula- 
tions contained in the 1 Stli article rolativeto the abolition 
of the practice of Infanticide have been observed. W e 
are not, however, very sanguine in our expectations on 
this head, unless these stipulations are enforced by in- 
terference on the part of the Resident, which would not 
bo reconellcable with our engagement in the 10th ar- 
ticle, ‘to exercise no authority over the domestic con- 
cerns of the Rao, or those of any of the Jadeja chieftains 
of lire country.’ ” 

The Court seems in this instance to have forgotten, 
that any subject whatever, specifically embraced in the 
treaty, ceased to be a mere domestic concern, and was 
brought within the categoiy of political exigency. 

It was to the disadvantage of the speedy implement- 
ing of these provisions that Capt. MacMurdo died shortly 
after they were agreed to. 

When Mr. Charles Noiris of the Civil Service was 
resident in Knchh in 1822, the town and district of Anjfir, 
for some time occupied by the English, were restored to 
the authority of the Rao, on the agreement by the regency 
to pay the annual sum of eighty thousand rupees as an 
equivalent; and the British subsidiary camp was re- 
moved from the hill-fort of Bhujia, in the neighbourhood 
of the capital, to the ground which it now occupies in 
its vicinity. On the occasion of these transactions, how- 
ever, no notice was taken of infanticide. 

The first information of the effects of the Treaty with 
Kachh on the subject of Infanticide received by the 
Bombay Government was conveyed to it on the 23rd 

"The JAdejds Sugramji, Jfwanji, and Sumritji of Pat rf, having en- 
tere^into a written engagement to abstain from the practice of Female 
Infanticide, ns stipulated in the 18 th Article of the Treaty ol Alliance 
between the allied Governments, the Guarantee of the British Govern- 
ment is hereby given to the aforesaid Jddejas that they and their heirs 
and successors shall be in tlio full enjoyment of their possessions and 
rights, they on their part performing the services duo from them to His 
Highness the Rio’s Government. — J. Williams, Resident.” 
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March 1833 by Mr. 'I'. Cl. Gardiner of the (ffvil Service, 
then the resident, at the Darbavof Jlhuj. Noticing a lour 
which lie lmd made in the province, ho linns writes : — 

“T found, the chiefs and Iheiv bhaiyad hospitable, 
manly, open and liberal in their opinions, willing 
to listen to advice, pleased with the smallest atten- 
tion, fond of their children, (the majority having two, 
and often a greater number; I mention 1 his circum- 
stance, as I have seen it stated that the Jddejas are in 
the habit of poisoning their male, as well as destroying 
their female offspring, in order that their estate might 
descend entire,) hind and conciliatory to their servants 
and dependents. 

“ T took every opportunity of inquiring of my visitors, 
the number, age and sex of their children, and where I 
could, get information of a female infanl existing, be- 
longing to any of the chiefs, Irequcslod, when practica- 
ble, that it might be brought to me. T am not aware of 
the expectations the Government may have formed on 
this subjecl, but considering the short period that hns 
elapsed since the guarantees were given and accepted, 
T am not disappointed in discovering the fact, of little 
short of 100 female infants being alive, belonging to llic 
tribe in. Kachh and Wagar ;# the list is of importance, 
as it will form the basis for future inquiries, and is much 
more satisfactory than vague numbers, founded on un- 
certain data. 

“Among the chiefs, I believe the feoliug is pretty ge- 
neral, that it is become their duty as well as their in- 
terest to preserve their female children, for the penally 
being undefined, any infringement of the agreement 
might bo visited in the severest manner, by a pecuniary 
mulct; on the other hand, the inferior bhaiyad having 
little to lose, are not under the same apprehension, and 
no doubt the practice is still continued to a lamentable 
extent among them." 

t 

* [Wdgar is the eastern district of Kachh. The actual number of 
female J&deji children alive, as certified by the list forwarded by Mr. 
tjardiner was 91. J 
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The proceedings of Mr. Gardiner, as Hint* reported by 
himself, were approved by tlie Bombay Government, 
which in noticing them 1o the Court of Directors al 
home, on Ihe 37th Nove.mbor 1825, added this further in- 
telligence. 

“We have much pleasure here in referring to a subse- 
quent letter from Mr. Gardiner, bringing to our notice 
the case of Jadeja Baydhanji, residing al the village of 
Dhamarlca, who had some years since voluntarily pre- 
served two of his female children, owing to the casual 
circumstance of meeting with Lieut. Col. Walker at 
Murvi, when that officer was endeavouring to stop the 
practice in Jhfilawad. Disappointed in obtaining any 
satisfactory arrangement in regard 1o some giirn dues 
of bis family, which had been seized by the Government 
during the time of Fatteli Muhammad, this person and 
his family had been living at his village, on the produce 
of their own labour and exertions, but from a wish to 
preserve appearances, and to maiulain his daughters 
suitably to their rank and birth, Riiydlmnp bad incurred 
expenses, which obliged him at lcnglh to ajjpear al 
Blmj, and to apply to Mr. Gardiner’s predecessor for 
relief, when a temporary allowance of grain was given 
1o him. 

“ Having consumed this supply, and being reduced 
to great difficulties, for the support of his family, Ray- 
dhanji came a second lime to Bhuj with his daughters, 
alighted at the gates of the palace, soliciting support. 

“ Tlie. Jade jo. chiefs being at Bhuj, Mr. Gardiner re- 
gretted that such a display should have taken place, 
and that measures had not been sooner taken to prevent 
it, as if might have a bad effect on the minds of thd Ja- 
dejas who would perhaps attribute Ms distress more to 
the circumstances of his helpless family, than to, the un- 
satisfactory slate in which the arrangement about his 
giras claim had been allowed to remain . 

“ To remove this feeling as boon as possible Mr. Gar- 
diner directed the same allowance of food to be issued 
to him during his stay, as to the other Jadejas in the 
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liabil of visiting Bbtij, and on his returning to Dlinm- 
avkd, look cave that he should receive a further allow- 
ance of grain sufficient to provide for his family, until 
he should he able to settle his gras or giras, [mouthful], 
heritable lights in his fields. 

« The age of the children were stated to be 13 and 
10 ; and the object of Mr. Gardiner’s addressing us, was, 
to recommend a donation being made to Raydhanji to 
enable him to cfi'cet the marriage of his daughters, 
which would have taken place at an earlier period ; a 
recommendation, which we accordingly concurred in, 
and authorized Mr. Gardiner to present him with the, 
sum of two thousand rupees for that purpose. 

“ The chief obstacle to the success of the measures 
for the suppression of the practice of Infanticide, is stat- 
ed by Mr. Gardiner to be the great repugnance which 
the Jadejas feel at the idea of intermarrying, and that 
could wo ever hope to overcome their scruples, the in- 
ducement to preserve their children would be greater ; 
whilst, on the present system, they have in propped not 
only the expenses of marrying their female children in- 
to the families of Sodhas, Wagheltis, Jailwas, Jhalas, 
and other Rajput tribes, but also of purchasing wives 
for themselves fiom the same class of people. 

u Since the preceding paragraphs were written, wo 
have received a letter from the Resident in Kachh [then 
Major Henry Pottinger] which does not place the con- 
duct of Raydhanji in the most favourable light, as far as 
relates to the eldest of the two daughters ; for, instead 
of procuring a suitable match for the young lady, and 
expending the money granted by the British govern- 
ment, as was clearly intended, fie actually sold her in 
marriage, for a further sum of five thousand koris, to a 
relation of the Rd.o, who was nearly eighty years of age, 
stone-blind and bed*ridden. The other daughter is be- 
trothed to Punjaji Qhandaji Waglffila of Palaswa in 
"Wagalj and the sum of one thousand rupees, presented 
to her, is i^, deposit in the hands of the potaddr, and care 
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will bo taken that il is appropriated to the purpose in- 
tended by Government.” 

Bo much for Judeja cupidity and selfishness, which.,, 
would, doubtless, get their just rebuke from Major Pot- 
linger. 

In connexion with these notices of the progress of 
measures in Kacbli for the suppression of Infanticide, il 
may be here mentioned, that Lieut. Col. "W. Miles, the 
Political Agent at Pallianpnr, the most northern district 
of Gujarat tributary lo the G&ikawad and the English 
Government, was about the time to which they refer in- 
strumental in getting the Jadejas who had spread from 
Kacthli to Chorwad, an island in the eastern Ran, and to 
the taluka of Chdrehat on the opposite continent, to 
sign agreements for its complete abandonment, which, 
it appeared, they had partially done from the time of the 
negoeialion by Capl. MacMnvdo of the treaty with 
ICachh in 181 9. His dispatch on this subject was trans- 
mitted on the 25th Juno 1827, by Mr. "Willoughby, as- 
sistant -resident at Baroda, who remarked, that “the 
measures lately adopted by Colonel Milos, arc very ju- 
dicious nud relied the highest credit on his humane ex- 
ertions,” a sentiment in which Ihe Government fully 
concurred. "With the view of keeping the chiefs to 
their engagements, Colonel Miles had proposed lhat a 
register should be kept of the birth of all female children 
among the Jadejas ; and of this Mr. Willoughby statod 
his opinion that it was “well calculated to cheek a 
practice so abominable and revolting” as that of Infant- 
icide. The Governor-iii-Council wished inqniry to be 
made by Col. Miles about the probable consequences 
of such an arrangement before it should be carried into 
effect. We go so far as lo say, that a general registra- 
tion of births and deaths is a great desideratum for all 
the tribes and tongues of India. The consequence 
of such a registration would be the prevenlion of an un- 
speakable amount of crime both against life and proper- 
ty, With ordinary caution and consideration, it is lo a 
great extent practicable. 



CHAPTER VII. 

MEASURES ER.OrO.SED BY MR. ELPHINSTONE PORKA , TIXIA / - 
AVA' 1) — NEGLECTED BY CAPT. BAltNEWALL — CAPT. BAR- 
NE wall’s RETURN8 — EORMATION OR AN INFANTICIDE 
FUND— MR BLAKE’S AGENCY AND RETURNS. 

Infanticide in Kiithiawad atlraclcd but li 1 lie attention 
in Bombay for sovcral years after the reception of Cap- 
tain Bailantine’s communication of the 29th June L8i7. 
On the 9th of January 1821, however, very important 
instructions oil the subject were communicated by the 
Honorable Mountstuarl Elphinstone to Coplain Barne- 
wall, the successor of Captain Ballanlinc in the politi- 
cal agency of that province. They called upon him 
personally 1o seek the detection of the Jaclcjds breaking 
their engagements lo preserve their offspring; to dis- 
countenance the crime by showing favour to the chiefs 
in whose districts it might be diminishing, and re- 
fusing favours to those on whose estates it might be 
continued ; and to dispose of the fines levied on the 
chiefs by giving grants from the fund formed from them 
to the parents preserving their children. They were 
quite in the spirit of Colonel Walker’s letters to the 
Court of Directors, and of the following tenor : — 

“ The Honourable the Governor has learned, with great 
concern, the very limited success that has MthqjJo 
attended the exertions of the British Government lo put a 
step to the crime of infanticide, 
ic Thbngh the Honourable the Governor does not think 
that it ’Would he prudent to authorize the employment 



Mi:\«rilES FROVOMU) BY MU. EUUTINSTOM’,. I f)fi 


of regular informers for the pmpose of delecting in- 
stances of this atrocity, lie fools llie greatest anxiety to 
employ every practicable inoiuis for its suppression ; and 
considering that the practice is entirely unconnected 
with religion, and unsupported by the opinion of the 
bulk of the community, even in the countries where it 
exists, he cannot but entertain a hope that more elfeetnal 
means of extirpating it may yet be devised. 

“You are requested to state your sentiments on this 
head, and to offer any suggestions that appear 1o you 
calculated to obtain the end in view. It is to be hoped, 
that from the direct communication which now subsists 
between you and the inhabitants, you will be able, in 
the course of your circuits, to obtain information in some 
of the many instances of this crime, which must occur. 
It will then be in your power to visit the offence, not 
only on the person who has committed it, but on the 
head of the village, or on tlio chief who shall appear 1o 
have connived at it. 

“Your influence might likewise be always employed 
in discountenancing this atrocity and in encouraging an 
opposite course. When remissions, are refused to a 
chief, it may be noticed as one reason for rejecting his 
request, that he has not been zealous in repressing in- 
fanticide. On the other hand, when an abatement is 
granted, itmay perhaps be possible to reserve to Govern- 
ment the right to recover the amount after a certain 
period, unless the chief and his bhaiyad can prove their 
attention to the rule in question, by the production of a 
certain number of female children of their caste. The 
proportion must of course be much smaller than a cal- 
culation of the births in so many families would autho- 
rize ns to expect. 

“ With a view to encourage parents in sparing then- 
female children, you are authorized to throw all fines 
levied on chiefs for other offences, as well as for infan- 
ticide (after indemnifying the sufferers by each,) into a 
fund to be distributed in proportion to children so pre- 
served.” 
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Tlio measure recommended in the close of this com- 
munication was obviously one calculated grcally to sub- 
serve the cause of the suppression of Infanticide among 
a people so perverted in their feelings and customs, even 
from those of instinctive humanity, as the Jadejas. Li 
was nearly altogether overlooked by the party most 
deeply concerned in its execution. Captain Barnewall, 
indeed, seems never to have communicated al all with 
Government on Infanticide till the L6th July 1824, when 
he forwarded to it a letter containing some hopeful 
notices of slow progiess, of which the following are the 
most important portions. 

“Sir: — I request you will submit, for the information 
of the Honourable the Governor in Council, the annexed 
statement, showing the number of Jadeja females al 
present in existence in this peninsula. The last state- 
ment was forwarded in Major Ballantine’s report b of 
29th June 1817, and appears to have stated sixly-three 
as the whole number that could then be discovered to 
have been preserved during ten years. 

“The contrast, with the return now transmitted, is so 
far favourable, as to exhibit, that during seven years, 
more than double ihis number of J&dcja females have 
been preserved ; the number at present being 200, while 
66 have died. Among this number, some are stated 1o 
have been destroyed ; but the impossibility of eslablish- 
ing the fact, under a declaration to the contrary on the 
pari of the parents, has rendered il impracticable to en- 
force any penalty against the parties. 

“A constant intercourse with the Jadejas during my 
annual circuit, has given mo opportunities of impressing 
on their minds the interest taken by the Brilish Govern- 
ment in the suppression of the barbarous and unnatural 
practice, and the guilt attached to the commission of At. 
by the dictates of their own religion. I receive con- 
tinued assurances that they will discountenance it; bul 
from thib disproportionate number of females still exist- 
ing, if is evident,! that although this horrible practice may 
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be somewhat subdued, it is still far from being relin- 
quished. 

“The mind and opinion of the Iribe do not appear to 
have undergone that change on the subject that will 
alone overcome Ihc existence of a custom so unnatural. 
The effects of the penalties enjoined by the engagements 
entered into by the Jadejas would operate in deterring 
the commission of the crimp, if the means of detection 
existed, or its discovery was not opposed by difficulties 
that defeat the utmost vigilance. Proving it is almost 
impracticable, unless some part of the domestic esta- 
blishment of a Jadeja betray him, a circumstance that 
seldom can be expected, as domestic servants are gene- 
rally the old adherents and dependents of Ms family. 

“The present chieftain of Nawanagar had a danghtcr 
born some months since ; and as the head of the Jailejii 
tribes, it was particularly desirable be should have set 
an example, by preserving it, and showing by his doing 
so, his anxiety to support the existing engagements. I 
bad been particular in every interview 1 had with this 
young chief, in engaging his influence and support with 
his tribe in discountenancing tho practice ; he promised 
me to discourage it in every way in his power ; but no 
sooner was a daughter born to him, about ten months 
ago, than he determined upon its destruction. This in- 
formation was acquired from a person in close inter- 
course with attendants on his family, an inhabitant of 
his town, but who would only communicate the infor- 
mation under a promise of his not being made the in- 
strument of proving the offence; the circumstance was 
universally believed by others who resided in the princi- 
pality, and the tribe in. general ; and from all the infor- 
mation 1 could procure, I have scarcely a doubt of the 
fapt, though the chief, wjien called upon, openly denies 
it, avowing the child died a natural death, and challeng- 
ing proof being adduced, well aware that none but his 
own immediate domestics can establish the charge, and 
that they durst not give any evidence but such aa would 
acquit him of the crime 
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in pari liquidation of tlio military expense incurred on 
that occasion ; iho fine of 4,000 rupees refers to a sum 
exacted ns compensation for property plundered from a 
village subject to the Amreii [Claikawad’s] authority, 

Gujarat, whit'li now receives from them its designation. Seo alovo 
p. QA. Jhohaliya is evidently a Sindhian corruption of the Arabic Jc- 
ittilfyah, mount aincer. 

The author of this narrative has collected many legendary and his- 
toiieat notices of the Kalin's from the mouths of their bards; but he has 
found nothing so satisfactory respecting their history as tho following 
statement of Major Jacob. “The exact period of the Kalins settling 
themselves in this Peninsula is unknown, hut it is believed to tie to- 
wards tho close of the fourteenth eentury. They came immediately 
from tho North-Eastern quarter of Kachli, and appear to have boon a 
nornade tribe, wandering with their herds wherever they could Jind 
pnsturo, and plundering by profession. Their first establishment in 
fixed viliugcs is said to have taken place between two and three centuries 
ago, hut oven so late as the commencement of this century we find 
Colonel Walker speaking of them as addicted to all their former habits 
—the Jaitpur and Jasdhan families excepted, whose example he says 
‘may afford a hopo that the rest of tho Kalhis may also be reclaimed.’ 
Those who set this good example were formerly styled ‘reformed 
Kalhis’ — a term already become obsolete, but the establishment of the 
British supremacy has alone put to a stop to their predatory excursions, 
and many Kalhis arc yet living who have stuck their spears into tho 
gates of Ahmadat.fid during such occasions. The iightnoss of the 
tribute paid by these tribes in proportion totheirrevenues, as compared 
with other communities, is owing to the greater developemont of their 
resources? which habits of order have created, since these proportions 
wore fixed by the Marathi MulukgM commanders, and confirmed by 
Colonel Welker, in A.D. ISOS. The Kalhis owe tbeir possessions 
chiefly to the general anarchy produced by the decline of theMalio- 
medan power — the JMla, JaAeja, and other tribes, ptwchasing immunity 
from their plunder by the cession of villages : Jaitpur, Bbflka, Men- 
flhara, etc. were thus given up by tho Nawab of Junigad, less than a 
century ago, with reserved rights therein. Tho Kathfs are evidently 
a northern race : their stature, features, — above all their blue and grey 
colored eyes, by no means unfrequont — give much of probability to 
the idea that they are of Scythian descent, with which their hab itq in 
some degree correspond. The Sun is their chief diety; its symbol is 
drawn on every deed at tho head of tho list of living witnesses, with 
the Words Shri Surajm Shkkh. Their mixture with other trilws has 
inoculated them with respect for the Brahmanieol deities, but the Sun 
to paramount.”'— Trans . of B. Goog. Soc. vol. vii. p, 20,] 
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and paid over to his Highness the Gaikawad’s ryots, as 
indemnification for their losses.” 

To Captain Barn c wall's letter was appended a state- 
ment of the probable expence of the marriage of the 
189 daughters of the Jadejas then existing, dividing 
them into fouT classes, and calculating the number of 
marriages likely to take place each year from the appar- 
ent age of the parties concerned. The total sum reqnir* 
cd amounted to no less an amount than rupees 355,590, 
which if actually paid would have turned the heads of 
all the Brahmans, B hat as, Charans, and other religious 
mendicants of the province. The lines levied for 1821- 
1824, which seem to have been principally indicted 
for connivance at the dopradutions of the Khuiniin 
Kathis amounted only to Tl->. 40,233. 1. 38i; and they 
had all been credited to the military cxpcnccs inemred 
in the suppression of those depradations. 

Still the Bombay Government did not abandon the 
idea of forming what has since been called “The In- 
fanticide Fund,” orwhal might move appropriately have 
been denominated “The Infanticide Prevention Fund.” 
It extended its “ great approbation” to the proceedings 
of Captain Barnewall as detailed by him in his second 
letter now quoted; directed that all fines under Hs. 20,000, 
which might not be given up to the sufferers on whom 
they might be levied, should be allotted to the Infant- 
icide fund ; and requested Mr. John Pollard Willough- 
by, of the Civil Service, Assistant in charge of the 
[Residency in Baroda, to endeavour to prevail on the 
Gaikawad Government to co-opciatc in tbe measures 
proposed, by devoting its portion of fines raised in Ka- 
•IhUtwad to a similar purpose. 

Mr, Willoughby, though then but a young member of 
the ^service, discharged the delicate and important duty 
imposed upon him with great tact and promptitude ; and 
on the 36lh of August, ho thus reported his complete 
success.. 

“In conformity with tbe instructions of tbe Honour- 

10 
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able the Governor in Council, 1 embraced a favourable 
opportunity afforded ine in a late infer view with his 
Highness the Gaikawad and hi& minister, to explain to 
them the nature and object of the measures proposed ; 
and it is with the highest gratification I am enabled to 
report, that I experienced but little difficulty in prevail- 
ing upon them to co-operate in the manner requested, to 
put an end to so barbarous and unnatural a practice. 

“ Having obtained iliis verbal acquiescence, I consid- 
ered it expedient that the same should be recorded. 
With this view, 1 sent a written proposal to the Baroda 
darbar, eopy and translation of whose leply is herewith 
transmitted. 

“ On reference to this, government will bo gratified 
to observe, that the Gailcawad’s assent to adopt the same 
measures with respect to his tributaries as those already 
adopted by the British government, is given in Ihe most 
liberal terms. It is moreover made retrospective of the 
period when Captain Barnewall received charge of Ka- 
thiawnd ; no limit in the amount of fines to be appro- 
priated for the suppression of infanticide is specified ; 
but an account of the manner in which they may he ap- 
propriated is requested may be rendered annually. 

'* The political agent in Kathiawad will be duly ap- 
prized of the acquiescence of this government having 
Been obtained to the recommendation of the Honourable 
Board to co-operate in this benevolent design.” 

The written memorandum from the Gdikawad Govern- 
ment here referred to was translated by Dr. R. H. Ken- 
nedy, and forwarded fo Bombay by Mr. Willoughby. 
It bore that, “ The case under consideration, is one of 
charity, and will procure the blessing of heaven on both 
governments; therefore whatever sums have been realiz- 
ed as fines on offenders since Captain BarnewalLsvas 
placed in charge of the districts, or any extra revenue 
“beyond the tribute as fixed for perpetuity by Colonel 
Walker, may be appropriated as above specified, the 
disposal being yeas by year duly communicated to us, 
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and the arrangement is highly satisfactory to this govern- 
ment.” The fai llifnl co-operation of the Baroda govern- 
ment with the British authorities for the suppression of 
Iufanlicide, from first to last, has been very remarkable. 
It is the most pleasing fact connected with Marathi his-, 
tory with which we arc acquainted. 

“The Infanticide Fund,” which has had an impor- 
tant influence in the suppression of Infanticide, was now 
established by authority. Its public arrangement was 
that of Mr. Elphinstonc. ft ia possible that a hint may 
have been first dropped on the subject in Council from 
another quarter, for in a minute in the consultations of 
7th September 1825, he puts this question, “Is not the 
plan at present proposed, precisely that recommended 
by Mr. Warden in 181 9 ?” It was one of the many ex- 
cellencies of Mr. Elpliinstone’s Government, that it sel- 
dom allowed a good hint or advice from any source in 
any matter of importance to pass unimproved. 

The judicious use of the Infanticide Fund, as has now 
been hinted, and will afterwards appeal, has been 
one of the best auxiliary means for the suppression of 
Infanticide. From certain points of view, there appear to 
be some disadvantages connected with its administration 
exclusively in favour of the Judejas, “ It appears to me,” 
says Major LeGrand Jacob in his letter on Infanticide 
addressedto Government on the 23rd October 1841, “that 
to devote for the use of one small section of the com- 
munity the taxes levied on the whole, is erroneous in 
principle, more especially when we consider that it is 
the attainment of a public opinion, hostile to infanticide, 
that must form the surest guarantee against its recur- 
rence at some future period, and which, if it now exist- 
ed, would obviate the necessity of rigour. I would fur- 
therj&serve, that the iponcy now spent, though good in 
showing the favour of the British Government towards 
the party preserving life, has the evil effect of feeding the 
pride that was the cause of its destruction. It was once 
observed to me by a slirowd Jhala, that the marriage ex- 
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pen^es of his daughters wore just as heavy on him as on 
the Jiidojit, ami that Imcl hi*- foie fathers been murdciors 
he might abo enjoy the aid of Government ; an observa- 
tion which, though rarely made amongst an ignorant 
community, proves that the giant of niaiiiage gifts to 
one parlienLir cla^s must be oonsidcioci meicly suited to 
a savage state, calling for change whenever the people 
should advance a few steps towaids civilization, and it 
ought doubtless to be the duty of an enlightened Govern- 
ment to hasten this change. 1 ’ Fully admitting the prin- 
ciples involved in Majoi Jacob’s statement, we do not 
exactly see the partiality which he conceives to exist in 
the administration of the Fund so much in favour of the 
Jadejtts in particular, as has been the ease since its first 
formation. Infanticide was the greatest moral pesti- 
lence in the whole peninsula of lfuthiawad ; and any 
measure tending to its annihilation was for the benefil 
of the entire community of that peninsula. No Jbald 
Rajput had any right to open hia mouth against its 
appiopiiation to ihe Jadejas; as his own tribe, furnish- 
ing wives to the Jadejiis without stipulating for the 
pteseivnUon of their offspring, was a guilty party in all 
the infantile murder which they committed. The 
time, it is to be hoped, i u not far distant, — and proposals 
of Major Jacob which we shall afterwards have occasion 
to notice are greatly adapted to hasten it, — when neither 
Jadejd nor Jhala will accept a gift, however small, for 
the simple discharge of the universal duties of humanity 
to children, in preserving their lives and aiding them in 
forming their family establishments. A transition state 
of society often requires appliances quite unsuited to 
the circumstances of a settled community. 

But to proceed. The fust presents from the Infanti- 
cide Fund, which wore proposed by Captain Barnejsm.il, 
wore confirmed by the Bombay Government on the 24th 
April, 1826. They woro four In number, and amounted 
altogether to Rs. 5,640. On the 23rd September of the 
■'anie yew, the political agent in K&thiawad was re* 
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quested, if possible, to adopt another measure, also of a 
most beneficial tendency in the suppression of Infanti- 
cide, that of making arrangements according to the ex- 
ample of Major Pottingcv the Resident in Kaclik, for 
procuring a list of every child, male or female, born in a 
J&deja family then living. In gratitude for the promp- 
titude of Dadaji the late Thnknr of Rajkot in signing 
the engagement of Colonel Walker, his successor and 
son Surojl had, on the recommendation of the acting 
political ngeut Major O. J. Wilson and his assistant 
Mr. Langford of Ihe Civil Service, received the bhan- 
ddri, or guarantee to a creditor, of ihe British Govern- 
ment, to enable him to raise a loan of Jls. 12,000 to 10 - 
lievn him of debts incurred in the marriage of his sister, 
whose life had been spared in consequence of that en- 
gagement. That chieftain got an advance of a similar 
sum from the Infanticide Fund, to enable him to cele- 
brate his own marriage. These were the first of a series 
of most commendable acts of paternal kindness, which 
the Bombay Government has not since failed to show 
to its proud but poverty-striken tributaries, the Jadejas 
of Kathiawar!. The measures now referred to, though 
still inadequate to the destruction of the gigantic evil of 
Jadeja Infanticide, wore not without their salutary ef- 
fects. 

The actual progress of the cause of the abolition of 
Infanticide in K at hi aw ad for the next few years, and up 
to 1828, is intimated in the following extract of a letter 
of D, A. Blanc, Esq. then the acting political agent In 
the province. 

“An infanticide fund has been formed according to 
the instructions of Government, and presents have been 
distributed to some of them who have preserved their 
fernsde children. It wax intended that each individual 
known to have a daughter living should receive some 
mark of the approbation of Government, and they were 
accordingly invited to Rajkot for that purpose, by the 
late acting political agent. A few only attended, but 
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all those who came received presents according to their 
rank. An account of this fund is herewith enclos- 
ed. 

“A census of the Jadcja females in the Nawanagar 
talulca, which was made last year, enumerated 171 in- 
dividuals, which is an increase of 95 on the number 
shown in the statement whicli accompanied Major Barnc- 
wall’s report. Referring, however, to the ages speci- 
fied in the census, it appears that the increase now ex- 
hibited must be paitly owing to omissions in the former 
inquiiy; but if there be any inaccuracy on this head, 
there is not, I imagine, the slightest doubt that the 
total is correct, and that there are nl leasl that number 
of Jadejii females now alive in the Nawanagar dis- 
tricts. 

“ An equally favourable result will, I doubt not, be 
exhibited when a census shall have been made of the 
other talukas. 

“ Without therefore over-estimating the success which 
we have hitherto obtained, much has unquestionably 
been effected towards terminating this horrid and un- 
natural practice. 

“The chief motive with the Jadejas to the commis- 
sion of Infanticide, is the pride which leads them to 
consider the other tribes of Rajputs unworthy of receiv- 
ing their daughters in marriage ; and as no Rajput 
can marry a female of his own tribe, they prefer put- 
ting them to death to the prospect of the dishonour 
which ia likely to result from their living in a single 
state. 

“L&kbu Fattanee, the most powerful sovereign of 
their race, who ruled ovot Kachk and Sindh is said to 
have sent two Brahmans to find an appropriate match for 
his daughters, but they returned without being able to 
discover any one of equal rank, and as he was unwilling 
to marry them to any inferior, the Brahmans recommend- 
ed that they should not he allowed to live. They were 
accordingly put to death ; and the example being thus 
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sanctioned, the Jtujcjas have since destroyed 1 heir fe- 
male children immediately at their birth.* 

* [This story is evidently the same ns that which wo have quoted 
from Colonel Walker ; see above, p. BO. The name Laklia “Fattanoo” 
of Mr. Blane, in which a misprint occurs, should lie LikM.Pl) ulani. Hu 
is the person mentioned In the following extract from Dr. Burnes, 
who, when speaking of the indefinite traditions of the Jadejas, says, 
“They trace their descent from Sacko Goraro (L(ikh&, or Liikho ac- 
cording to the Kaehlu termination) a prince who reigned in Sindh a 
thousand years ago, four of whoso sons Moor, Oner, Phool, and Many- 
aiihace (Mod, Uncuj, PhuL, and Mawjubhln) emigrated into Culeh, on 
iK'connt of soino family dissensions. The two last had no issue. The 
posterity of Mod ended in the third generation at Sacko Phoolnnoc 
(IAkhii Pliuluw), whose name is still known throughout this province. 
From Oner ( Unad ) descended the present Jam of Nawanagar, and the 
Rajpoot Jharejahs of Culeh,” — flumes’ Visit to llm Court of Simla, 
etc. 2 odit. p. 232. 

The traditions referred to, it will lie seen, when compared with 
Tod’s Travels, p. 409-470, — a passage singularly absurd and unwor- 
thy of its author in many respects, — are not to be depended upon. Wo 
have already staled the definite results of our own researches on the 
early history of the Jadejas (see above, p. 50-57); and we expect the 
Rao of Kachh to combine in some form, having at least the air of poss- 
ihflijy, their oarlier traditions. 

Since the preceding note was written, wo have received from 

Capt. Raikes, assistant political agent in Kachh, somo valuable uoles 
on the Jddejds, prepared principally from information communicated to 
him by His Highness the RSo, frum which we make the following ex- 
tract. 

“ Towards the end of the 8th century, the Teigning prince at T&(Ua 

was Lakhd Gordrd; he had eight sons by two wives ; the oldest l>y 

one wife (by name Gur Rtini) being Umar, l)y the' other of the 

Chawadti tribe, Mod. On the death of the reigning. (prince, Umar 

succeeded to the gadi by virtue of his primogeniture. Shortly aflor- 

wardsMod, (Umar’s half-brother), and another brother by name Mont 

conceived designs against the life of Umar, with the yiow of possessing 

themselves of the government of the country. Subsequent, however, 

to the perpetration of their bloody purpose, they found it necessary to 

retire into exile; and having relations in the w’estern. part of Kachh 

they determined on trying their fortunes there. The Summits of Sindh 

and Chttwadits of Kachh were intimately connected by marriage ; and 

the fortune-seekers had therefore, in addition to a limited number of 

followers, many friends aud relations in Kachh, They would appear 

to have made speedy uso of holh. Mod, almost immediately after arrival, 

* 
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u The expense of marrying tlieir daughters might 
operate with the poorer Jadejas, but the preservation of 
a female was equally unknown in the most wealthy 
families. 

“ Amongst the other Rajputs, equality of rank and 

slew Chiwadi Wigham, liis maternal ancle, and assumed the sovereignty 
of the affairs of, at any rate, the western portion of Kaohh. He subse- 
quently bequeathed his newly acquired possessions to liis sou. There 
is nothing, however, sufficiently authentic known of the ovents of those 
times, beyond the names ol llio ruling princes, and some few others of 
the more important events of the period. 

“To admit of the state of the province being illustrated, it will there- 
fore be sufficient to record tho names of the rulers for generations until 
indeed tlio death of Puraji, when the absence of legitimate rn.de issue 
caused a brenk in the direct succession. The deceased prince left two 
younger brothers, thoir names were Lc'thaandDethii; and there are some 
of their discendants living to the present day. As, however, they were 
deemed incnpablo by those in authority of steering the frail bnrk through 
the sea of turmoil and treachery then existing, the widowoflhe deceased 
Jam, (such being the title under which the princes of Knchh reigned) 
sent to Sindh for tho Sou of Jada by name LakM. He was by 
caste a Samrru, as had been all the previous Jams from the time of 
Mod. Henceforward, however, the descendants of Laklu, are called 
Jadejas or discendants of Jida; although the caste of the tribe is Satu- 
rn • . With Lfildia, also, came a younger brother, or half-brother by 
name Lakhadd. Lakha is supposed to have come to Kachh about A. D. 
843.” The son of this Lakliu (Ldkha Pkulanf) was the Red R.lydhan, 
who was the Jam of Kachh at Viujan, (according to the authorities on 
which we rely in p. 64) in A. D 1464, or Samvat 1521 of the MSS. of 
the Jaina priests in Bombay. 

The discrepancy hetwoeu the Rio’s chronology and our ovvn, hore 
brought to notice, is great indeed^ but we arc able to solve it. The 
eighth century, of the Rao is tho eighth contury of the Hijira of Mu- 
hammad; and the “about A. D. 843” should bo “about A, H. 843,” 
the equivalent of which, Sam\at 1521, is given as the year of the 
ascent of the gddi by Raydhan, the son of Lakhi Fkuhim, = A, D. 
1464-5. Seo above, p. 58. 

It is probable that the titlo of Jam was given to the earlier Jadejas of 
Kachh only retrospectively, as till the Conquest of the Saramis in Sindh 
in 1521, the real titular Jam would he in that country. The J^lSJaa, 
in claiming their designation from — which is probable enough, — 

seem to be opposing their tradition, referred to by Fatteb Muhammad 
(see above, p. 76), that their denomination is from the YHmas of the 
MaMbMtSta J 
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wealth is the chief consideration in contracting marri- 
ages; and the Judeja females who have been preserved 
since the engagements entered into with Col. 'Walker, 
have been given in marriage according to this rulu. 

“As the example of ihe principal tulnkdars in sanc- 
tioning this praclice may be expected to have great in- 
fluence in diminishing crime, it is highly gratifying to 
observe that in each of the large talnkas either the chief 
himself or one of his nearest Bha'tyads have joined in 
'establishing it by the preservation and marriage of their 
daughters. 

“ The principal Judoja talnkas arc Nawanngar, Uon- 
d&l, Rajkot, Mum, and Dliarol. In Nawanngar the 
.Tam’s own brother has a daughter who Is betroLhed to 
the son of the Rana of Porhnndav, the head of the Jailwa 
Rajputs. In Gondal the present chief's late brother, 
who preceded him on the Gadi, had a daughter, who is 
married to the son of the Rdja of Drangndra, the head 
of the Jhala Rajputs. In Rajkot the late chief, father of 
the present Thiiknr, had a daughter, who is also mar- 
ried to the son of the Raja of Drangndra. In Mnrvi the 
present chief has a daughter, who is married to the son 
of the Raja of Wankanir, a Jhala Rajput, In Dharol 
several distant relations of the chief have married 
daughters, but none of his own family have yet concur- 
red in setting an example to his subjects. 

“When the prejudice with regard to marriage shall have 
been fully overcome, it may, I think, be anticipated that 
the Jadejaswill adopt the 'same views respecting the ex- 
pense of the celebration, etc. as the olher tribes of Raj- 
puts, with whom they have now become more intimately 
connected. In Ihe census above noticed, 68 out of 171 
appear to be married; of the remainder the greuter 
part are of tender years, but n few have exceeded the 
uge. beyond which thoy should not remain single ; and 
in such instances, if poverty be the cause, assistance, 
judiciously afforded, might have a beneficial effect.” 

Some of the. facts mentioned by Mr. Bkme were of an 
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encouraging cliavactcr ; and on his recommendation and 
that of his assistants, special presents were given to, and 
received with much gratification by, the Thakurof Murvi, 
in consideration of the countenance which he himself 
had personally given to the cause of Infanticide aboli- 
tion, and of the fact that his father Jehaji had been the 
first Jddeju 1o preserve a daughter under the benevolent 
arrangements of the British Government. These pre- 
sents produced a good effect throughout the province, 
and led the recipient to declare that he would be more 
attentive than ever to the clharm-nit kam , the duty of 
charity, which the Government was so anxious for him 
to discharge. 



CJJ A JPTEft vnr. 

MR. WILLOUGHBY’S REPORT ON INFANTICIDE IN HA'* 
TIIIAVa'd — Ills I’XiANS Xi’an ITS extinction highly 
APPROVED OF BY TUB BOMBAY GOVERNMENT — CONSE- 
QUENT proclamation addressed to the ja'deja's. 

Four distinct eras arc apparent in the history of the 
suppression of Jacleja Infanticide. In the first, during 
the time of Duncan and WailteT, wc have that of zealous 
and anxious ncgociation for the accomplishment of this 
benevolent object. In the second, that of their imme- 
diate successors, we have an almost complete inactivity, 
arising principally from a false confidence, cherished 
more by the government in Bombay than the officials in 
the provinces, that the Jadcjds, however reluctantly, 
would themselves ultimately seek to implement their en- 
gagements and recognize the voice of nature and human- 
ity. In the third, extending from the government of the 
Hon. Momitstuart Elphinstonc to that of Lord Clare, wc 
have that of an awakened interest for the prevention of 
the crime by the inquiries of the local officials, the dis- 
countenance of offenders, and the appropriation of fines 
for the encouragement of the Jadejas preserving their 
"cliildron . In the fourth, commencing with the appoint- 
ment of Mr. John Pollard "Willoughby of the Civil Ser- 
vice to the Political Agency in Kathiawad in 1H31, and 
continuing to the present time, wc have that of decided, 
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judicious, practical, and successful effort for the com- 
pletion of the great and difficult work# 

An oarncsl of Air. Willoughby’s zeal and ability in 
the good cause had been obtained in the tael and promp- 
titude which he had shown in effecting the arrangement 
with the Gaikawad’s government relative to the infan- 
ticide Fund which we have lately noticed; and the 
suitableness of the measures which he devised and ex- 
ecuted for accomplishing the object which the Govern- 
ment had so long at heart more than exceeded the ex- 
pectations which that earnest encouraged. lie had not 
been long in office, when he, “called upon the chiefs in 
whose territory the revolting crime of infanticide pre- 
vailed to send in registers of the number of the female 
children that were then living, in order to afford data for 
ascertaining how far the humane efforts of Government 
to abolish the inhuman practice have been attended with 
success”-}- These returns, lie proposed to submit to 
Government, with a settle of distribution of the balance 
of the Infanticide Fund, then available, among the Ja- 
dejas who bad preserved their children, and whose pover- 
ty or other circumstances might recommend them to the 
pecuniary aid of Government. Some time occurred 
between the demand for those reports and their recep- 
tion; but they were no sooner in Mr. Willoughby’s 
hands then ho gave them his best and most anxious con- 
sideration, with a full personal review of all the efforts 
which had previously boon made to suppress infanticide, 
With the causes of their failure. The result of their 

* A somewhat similar recognition of these eras, is made by on able 
and eloquent writer in the Calcutta Review (vol. i. p. 415). “The 
ten years subsequent to the supposed final settlement of Col, Walker, 
may bo regarded as the period of delusive slumber. The next eighteen 
or twenty ycara may be viewed as the period of partial ravimscence and 
mingled despondency. We now come to the third period, commencing” 
about the year 1834, which may be reckoned that of wide-spread ener- 
getic action,” 

t Letter of Mr. Willoughby addressed to iVIr. Williams, political 
cotomisa toner In Gty&r&t, dated 24th April, 1833. 
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perusal and digestion, in the light of past experience, 
was the preparation of a communication to ( rovorn- 
ment, the most valuable in point of practical wisdom 
and decision which the great problem of political hu- 
manity in the West of India had yet called forth, and 
which has really formed the basis of the measures 
which, there is reason to helieve, have after so many 
years of anxious effort been ultimately crowned with 
absolute success. 

The document now referred to is dated Iho 2Gth 
November, 1834. ft is divided into three sections, — 
containing a detail of the measures previously ndopled 
for the suppression of infanticide ; an analysis and re- 
view of tile census which Mr. Willoughby obtained; 
and the “observations and suggestions upon the pro- 
ceedings which appeared to be called for and expedient 
with the view of ensuring a more rigid enforcement of 
Colonel Walker's arrangements for the suppression of 
the prime, and for evincing the deep and lively interest 
which the British Government must ever feel in securing 
thnt systematic infanticide, the grossest slain that ever 
disgraced humanity, shall be entirely suppressed.” In 
justice to Mr. Willoughby and the cause which he had 
so warmly at heart, as well as to our own narrative, we 
shall insert its larger portion.^ To parties practically 
engaged in the suppression of infanticide in other dis- 
tricts of India, it cannot fail to he specially valuable. 
To them ihe clearness and minuteness of its details 
must enhance its value. 

Our first extracts refer to the Census which Mr. Wil- 
loughby transmitted to Government. 

“ I now proceed to the second head of my letter, or to 
analyze and remark upon the Census, herewith trans- 
mitted, of the number of Jiidej/L Females, who ore cither 
now alive, or who have died a natural death. These 
are drawn out in a new and £ think improved form, a 

* The first section of Mr. Willoughby's report is unnecessary for the 
reader of the preceding narrative. 
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separate return having been obtained from each Jadeja 
Distinct. In order, moreover, to afl'oid data, "whereon 
to found a judgment how far the engagements arc main- 
tained by comparison of the number of J ddejas of both 
sexes, a return of Male Jodcjils, of and under the age of 
twenty, has been included in a separate column. In 
the course of my investigation various improvements in 
this return have suggested themselves, and some meas- 
ures appear called for to ensme as much as possible 
the accuracy of fntuie returns; but these will be more 
appropriately noticed under the third hcadol my report, 
hi regard to the a curacy of the present census, l am un- 
able to assert that such has been completely attained.* 
I have reason to hope, however, that itsgencial accuracy 
may be depended upon, though it is very likely errors 
may exi't, and more especially in regard to the ageb as- 
signed, on which point the ideas of the natives of India 
are extremely loose and unsatisfactory. The returns 
were procured by circulars {in some cases several times 
repeated) issued to the chiefs themselves; but in seve- 
ral instances I subsequently tested their accuracy and 
fidelity by sending persons privately to ascertain from 
personal observation whether they truly represented the 
number of Males and Females of the Jadeja tribe now 
alive. And I am gratified to leport that in no case was 
any discrepancy detected, except in regard to the age 
and names of some of the parties, and in one or two 
instances the number of males being under-rated. The 
returns aro twenty-eight in number and the following is 
an abstract of the results they exhibit:— 

* [It may ho ohserved, once for all, that the first censuses of the Ja- 
dojas wore not only Imperfect but in some respects erroneous.] 



CENSUS OV JADEJAS, 


175 


Nawfinagnr 


DhftVol-BUmijl. .. 

Gemini 


Murvf.. 


Districts* 


lUJUnt 

Urflplid 

[Virpar Klutdortrl'. 

iMuHl.MJt'u .] .. 
HUansf Glwlmjutf. . 

^tddur Vitnudf 

jKutiaJSIW 


KUtrt-acd ... 

UoUmr.t . ... 

Jlt'diA 

M-11U 

I^ijahd .... 
Mowguul 


Pal 

Hlitul.vwd 

Vfmvrt 

JColhCriJ 

SUfihpur.,,. 

Wu<l alt 

Knt;i<la-S5nf*aul 

Kafc-ifaU 

jMlmw.t 

iGaundh&Y 

Gatkil 


V. 

n 

is 

Yi 

3 

<; 

a 


Fes 

£ 

£ 

£ 

[ALT. 

"P 

•o 

1 

£ 

*5 

a 

I. 

■&. 

I 

4 

013 

80 

77 

178 

| 

380 

m 


H 

U 


73 


03 

115 


80 

18 

0 

2d 

B 

■15 

<11 


01 

3 

3 

1 

| 

11 

•17 


15 

2 


1 

1 

8 

7 


07 

1 


» 

< 

11 

IB 


53 

2 

A 

4 


10 

•la 


Oil 


J 

1? 

r 

17 

40 


37 

3 


in 

2 

10 

22 


38 

G 

f> 

n 

r 

32 

0 


21 


1 

1 


2 

22 


12 

3 

2 

u 

1 

17 


5 

an 



2 


3 

25 


an 

5 

1 

5 

r 

13 

13 


10 


2 

2 

■i 

5 

n 


2 



2 

■ 

2 

1 


0 

... 

i 

5 

|| 

6 



r, 



1 

1 

3 

S 


if 

... 

i 

1 

■] 

3 

1! 


3 

... 





a 





J 

> 

2 

2 


; 




■ 


l 


* 

... 


1 

8 

1 



; 



1 

] 

2 

} 


< 


J 

1 


2 

£ 



n 


1 


1 

i 




— 


2 

2 

5 


. 

... 


1 


o 

1 

2 


142sj 140 

103 

358 

03 000 

731 

0 


Demarlct. 


Tins return hiu been partially 
tested ami found cunvct. 

! TIjU return hux been tested end 
found fjencrnlly eorroet : addi- 
tion** anil alterations arc in-.frt- 
t'din a^upplenieiitnn return* 
An inve.sti Ration was Instituted 
1>J thli ii^ent.wUieU proved thia 
return to bo comict. 

Do, 

Bo. 


Do. 

A melit.l ijf the agent ascertained 
this return was correct 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


A mehtA was sent to this TftluUrf 
will ttscertftined the return was 
cm root. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 


“The present Census therefore exhibits the under- 
mentioned results : — 

1. Number of Males of and under the. age of 


twenty is 1,422 

2. Number of Females of all ages known to 

have been preserved is ; . 69G 

Excess of Males therefore is 721 


“ Of the Females 140 are married, 105 betrothed, and 
93 are stated to have died a natural death. In regard 
to this return, however, it ie requisite to observe that an 
omission has occurred in not ascertaining the number 
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of male Jaflc]&s who have died. An allowance on this 
account is thcvefoie necessary, otherwise the inference 
drawn from the comparative returns of each ^ex will be 
more favourable, than correct. To rectify this omission, 
it will be suUicienl to presume that a. proportionate 
number of oasuali lies have taken place among the males, 
as in the other sex, and in this ease the number of deaths 
which may probably have occurred among the male 
Jarlejas born during the last twenty years, will be as 
follows : — 

006—9.3=003: 93: : 1433 gives 2L9J. 

*> The above results, while they afford a most cheer- 
ing prospect of ultimate success, if proper care and pre- 
cautions arc talccu to enstue that the J adepts adheu* to 
their engagements, still at the same time establish be- 
yond doubt the melancholy fact that the dreadful ciime 
of Infanticide has never been completely subdued. The 
number of females alive in 1824, according to M ajor 
Barnewall’s teturn, was only 219. The number now 
alive is 603; but notwithstanding this great and grati- 
fying increase duiing the last ten years, the conllnuanec 
of the unnatural crime is established by the disparity 
which is still apparent between the number of males 
and females. 

“I am, however, able to place the progressive increase 
of the number of females rescued from destruction in a 
mote striking and satisfactory point of view, by the fol- 
lowing further analysis of the census herewith trans- 
mitted, since it shows that there are 
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“The total nutubei of females now alive i& 603, 
whereas the number shewn in the above Total is only 
571 The diffidence consists o 1 Females above the ago 
of twenty not included m the second analysis. It fol- 
lows, theiefore, that of the females now alive, 68 were 
born duung the first five years comprehended in the 
Table, 102 duung the second, 176 during the third, and 
225 during the last five yeais of the peiiod 

“It will be obseived that the return shows that 93 
d( allis oeiuned among the numbei of Females jweseiv- 
cd. An analysis of this eoluma will also exhibit results 
far Jiom unsatisfactory, and m many cases the diseases 
of which they died are .specified and will be lound to 
be of that description to which mlaney is pecuiiaily 
liable, such as small pox, measles, convulsion, and 
fever. 
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“The above Total, therefore, proves that Colonel 
Walker’s settlements were at all events adhered to in 
57 cases of the number of casualties ; and the only doubt 
which exists applies to the remainders where the age at 
which the casualtj occurred is not inserted, an omission 
which I hope may be attubuted to the carelessness of 
some of the parties by whom the returns were furnished. 

“There is still another point of view in which the pre- 
sent census is to be regarded with the highest satisfac- 
tion. The Government of 1817 justly remarked that 
the countenance of Infanticide in Kathiawad was placed 
beyond doubt by the simple fact that no instance had 
occurred of a Jddeja having saved more than one 
daughter : the present return shows - 

11 
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2 instances of a Jadeja’s having 4 daughters alive. 
18 do. of Jadeja’s having 3 do. 

80 do. of do. having 2 do. 

« The only other point to be noticed as matter for con- 
gratulation is that almost in every Jadeja, Taluka either 
the chief himself or one or more of liis relations have 
set the example of preserving their daughters ; some of 
whom axe alive and have intermarried into the families 
of the other Rajput tribes of this province. The moral 
effect likely to result from this happy circumstance can 
scarcely he estimated, and cannot fail to promote in the 
highest degree the success of our exertions towards the 
full and complete extinction of the crime. 

“ Taking in detail, the petty Taluka of Khirsara, situa- 
ted only a few miles from Rajkot, stands pre-eminent. 
Here the dreadful crime must have been completely sub- 
dued, there being actually an excess of females, over 
the males. In the petty Taluka of Mengani the num- 
ber of each sex is exactly equal, and in that of Salodai 
Wawadi there are 38 males and 32 females, of whom 
24 are alive. These results were so gratifying that I 
sent persons into these districts, who ascertained that 
they were qnite correct, exeepl in the case of Satodar 
Wawadi, where 6 males and 2 females had been born 
subsequent to the furnishing of the return. The re- 
quisite alteration has therefore been made in the origi- 
nal registers. 

“Inall the other Districts the number of males greatly 
preponderates over the number of females, and in those 
noted below, the excess is so great as of necessity to 
lead to the conclusion that the shocking practice still 
prevails in them to a considerable extent. 
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“ It is mortifying to observe that the Taluka of Murvi, 
from its position in the above tables has not benefited 
by the example set by its chief twenty-five years ago, 
who was the first to renounce Infanticide. The return 
of the districts of Rajkot, the head -quarters of this Agency, 
and therefore more immediately under the surveillance 
of the agent, is far from satisfactory. Whether this 
arises from accidental causes cannot bo ascertained; 
but the fact that in fifteen years the number of females 
alive has only been increased by one is calculated to 
give rise to great suspicion that Colonel Walker’s meas- 
ures for the suppression of the crime have not been 
observed in this district. It is due, however, to the 
chief himself to state that he preserved two daughters, 
although both died between the age of 8 and 9 months. 
When one of his daughters, moreover, was dangerously 
ill with fever he evinced a desire to avoid the imputa- 
tion of not having acted up to his engagement, by ap- 
prizing me of her illness, and requesting that the medi- 
cal officer attached to the agency would attend her. 
When this application was made, the infant was past 
recovery, but notwithstanding this, I think that the 
chief’s sending a message to me at all, shewed a dis- 
position on his part to wish it to be understood that he 
was anxious to preserve bis daughters.” 

Whatever may have been the accuracyof these re- 
turns, furnished, it will have been observed, in the first 
instance by the J&dcjas themselves, it must be admitted 
that Mr. Willoughby licre turns them to the best ac- 
count. 

Our next series or quotations from Mr. Willoughby’s 
report embraces the «tens«res which he proposed for the 
extinction of infanticide in Kathidwad. 

*i.T now come to the third and last head of my letter, 
or to suggest measures which seem to me calculated to 
secure for the future the entire extinction of Infanticide, 
and to impress upon the Jadejas in particular, and the 
community in general, the lively interest felt by the 
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British Government and its fixed determination to ac- 
complish this humane object. 

“In the first place, I would suggest that immediate 
measures be taken to obtain a fnll and complete Census 
of the Jadeja population of this province. The great 
importance of possessing information of ihis kind never 
appears to have attracted attention ; but without it no 
data can exist for computing according to the generally 
received rules of population, the number of Jadeja 
females which are born, and thence deducing, with ref- 
erence to Hie number actually preserved, how far exist- 
ing engagements are observed by the tribe. T have myself 
much folt the want of this information, since the only 
estimate T can find on my records respecting the extent 
of Jddcja population is contained in the 108th paragraph 
of Colonel Walker’s report of March 1808, where on 
the information of an intelligent native, it is computed 
that there are 5,390 families in Halad and Machu- 
Kanta, divided into twenty-two separate branches ; and 
Major Carnac in his letter of the 16th of September es- 
timates the number of families at 5,000. If these com- 
putations in any way approximate the truth, it is quite 
obvious that the present census of females proves that 
the crime of Infanticide must still prevail to a large ex- 
tent. I have also experienced considerable difficulty 
in estimating the number of victims annually sacrificed 
previous to Colonel Walker’s arrangements, when the 
murderous custom was observed by the tribe generally. 
In the !09lh paragraph of the report of March 1808, the 
annual Infanticides in Gujarat are estimated to have 
been 5,000, and those in Kachh at 30,000, but in the 
13th paragraph they are according to another estimate 
stated to amount in the one case to between 1,000 and 
1,100 and in the other to 3,000. Colonel Walker admits 
that those calculations wore founded on hearsay evid- 
ence, but states it to be his opinion that whilBtbe deem- 
ed the first exaggerated, he considered the last under- 
rated. Far the credit of humanity, however, I am in- 
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dined to hope that even the lowest estimate was be- 
yond the number of viclims who annually perished; 
and in support of this belief I beg to refer to a letter to 
Col. Walker from Simdarji, dated the 23rd of August 
1805, in which the number of births among the Jadejus 
is stated 1o be between 5 and (500, annually. The wri- 
ter does not even state whether the estimate includes 
both sexes ; but from his reply Colonel Walker evident- 
ly understood that it only referred to females, and this 
was most probably intended.# 

“I think, however, it will be satisfactory not only to 
Government but also to the Homo Authorities, to set 
this question at rest, and therefore suggest that a gene- 
ral Census of the tribe be now made, which will also 
be attended with the beneficial effect of making every 
individual Jiidejd acquainted with the feelings of the 
British Government on the subject of Infanticide. I 
do not anticipate that it will be necessary to incur any 
considerable expense in carrying this design into exe- 
cution. All that I ask at present, is for permission to 
entertain a Karltun {clerk) to be expressly employed on 
this duty ; and an English writer will ultimately be re- 
quired to render the Returns from the different districts 
into English. The Karkun would be directed to visit 
every district, and annex to his letter the form of the 
return in which the census should be embodied, speci- 
fying the number of females in each district, and the 
names, ages, profession and occupation, of each member 
of the Jadeja tribe, and dividing the married from the 
unmarried members. The chiefs of each district will be 
required to afford every aid in their power in framing 
these tables ; and one great advantage which may very 
possibly ensue from a Karkun being so employed, is 
perhaps the discovery of some case of Infanticide for in- 

* [This estimate of Sumlarji Shivaji to which Mr. Willoughby re- 
fers, if applied to the females of both Ka^hifuvad and Kat'hh, ivsis tol- 
erably correct. See above, p. 72-1 
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vesligation ; and it is scarcely necessary to observe that 
one instance of detection followed by severe punish- 
ment, would contribute more to the extinction of the 
crime than any other measure that can be resorted to.* 
The expense of this arrangement will be as follows, and 
the amount of it, if thought proper, might be defrayed 
from the Infanticide Fund. 

One Karkun Us, 50, and 10 Rs. bhatta, when actual- 
ly absent from Rajkot. 

One peon, Rs. 6. 

Stationery, etc. 4. 

Total Rupees 60 per mensem, or Rs. 730 per annum. 

“ In the second place, 1 would propose that every Ja- 
deja chief should be required to furnish a half yearly 
Register of all marriages, betrothals, births, and deaths 
occurring among his tribe residing in his district, and 
that if he omits to do so, or furnishes a false return, that 
he should be severely fined. These registers should be 
considered due. on the 1st of January, and the 1st of 
June in each yeaT, though for some time to come com- 
plete regularity cannot be expected, and want of it 
should be treated with some degree of indulgence. The 
Karkun employed in taking the general Census will he 
very useful in ensuring uniformity and regularity in 
framing those returns ; but the great advantage of re- 
quiring them will be the constant reminiscence they 
will give to the Jadejas of their engagements, and of 
the resolution of the British Government to compel 
adherence to them. 

“In the third place, the Political Agent in this pro- 
vince should bo directed to consider it to be his impera- 
tive duty (and 1 am sure he will at the same time regard 
it as the most gratifying he could be called upon to 
perform) to furnish an annual Report on Ihc last da^ of 
each year, on the subject of Infanticide, accompanying 
the same with a Register of all marriages, betrothals, 

* [The correctness of this observation will soon be abundantly ap- 
parent.) 



REGISTER REPORTS AND PROCLAMATION PROPOSED. 183 

births and deaths, that have occurred among the tribe 
•within the year of report. This is no new suggestion 
on my part, for in the correspondence on my records I 
find allusion made to instructions issued many years 
ago by the Honourable Court of Directors, that in addi- 
tion to such intermediate Reports as might become ne- 
cessary, one general statement should be submitted at 
the end of each year, shewing how far the amended 
system had been acted on and observed, what devia- 
tions are known or suspected to have been made from 
its rules, and what measure pursued for their enforce- 
ment, with an estimate of the number of lives saved. 
These orders from some cause appear to have been 
overlooked or lost sight of, but us was justly remarked 
by the Government of 1816, a report of the nature ad- 
verted to, would convince the Jadeja chiefs of the con- 
tinued anxiety on the part of the British Government to 
enforce their engagements, and would lead to a spirit 
of enquiry conducive to the fulfilment of them. Under 
the arrangement, my next report on this subject should 
be considered due on the 1st of J anuary 1 836. 

“ In the fourth place, I beg to suggest the promulga- 
tion of a proclamation by Government throughout Ka- 
thiawad requiring tho Jadeja Chiefs to enforce the ob- 
servance of the infanticide engagements within their 
respective jurisdiction, announcing tho determined re- 
solution of Government to suppress the crime, and 
noticing, either in terms of approbation, or of condem- 
nation, those chiefs who by the present census are proved 
to have cither adhered to, or departed from their engage- 
ments. 1 take the liberty of submitting for approval 
a draft of the kind of Proclamation I think might with 
advantage be issued, to which I would annex a copy 
of tho renewed engagements entered into in 1812 by the 
Jam of Nawdnagar for the abolition of the crime of In- 
fanticide. If this measure be approved of, I beg further 
to suggest that seven hundred copies of the proclama- 
tion should be lithographed in Gujardti at the presiden- 
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cy and be forwarded to me for distribution throughout 
the province. 

“There is only one part of the proclamation which 
seems to me to require particular notice, via. the promise 
it contains that rewards shall be granted to persons who 
may afford information leading to the detection and con- 
viction of any one who may commit Infanticide. I find 
that almost all -my predecessors have suggested this 
measure, but that the suggestion has never been acted 
upon. Major Carnae, in particular, pressed it upon the 
attention of Government, and proposed the following 
scale of rewards to informers and of fines to be imposed 
in case of conviction. 

Jlmards. Fines. 

Iftt* An informer against the Jdm 

■Rupees 1,000 1st. The Jfol . ..if convicted He. 30,000 

2nd. An informer against on in- 
ferior lltyft 500 3d. An inferior ... „ 10,000 

3rd. An Informer against a near 

relation....,,,, 350 3d, Their near relations, , „ „ 2,000 

4th. An informer against a poor 

Jfldcji 100 4th. A poor Jfirtejfi, „ asmurh ashis moans 

allowed without absolute ruin. 

“ In my draft of a proclamation, I have adopted no 
scale, but merely intimate generally that informers will 
be recompensed in proportion to the rank of the person 
convicted, and with the view of deterring persons from 
bringing forward false accusations that such recompense 
will only be given in cases of conviction. 

M I am strongly of opinion that in such a sacred cause 
as that of the extinction of infanticide every practicable 
measure should be adopted calculated to ensure success, 
and rewards to informers appears to be one of them. 
It is quite true that information so obtained would be 
liable to suspicion, because it wotild most probably ori- 
ginate either in enmity or avarice, This to me, how- 
ever, is not a sufficient reason why testimony so en- 
couraged should be wholly rejected, although it is ob- 
vioua that great caution and discretion will be required 
in making use of it. Under the system recently intro- 
duced into this province for the trial of offenders, the 
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chances of auy evils resulting from the adoption of such 
a measure will be greatly diminished, for J would pro- 
pose that all persons accused of the commission of In- 
fanticide should be tried by the High Court of Criminal 
Justice for Ivathiawttd,* except perhaps where the rank 
of the offenders is such as to render it expedient that he 
should be dealt with according to the special instruc- 
tions of Government. The Political Agent stationed 
in the province, will institute tho preliminary inquiries, 
and commit for trial, and the ultimate publicity of the 
proceedings would under all circumstances, whether of 
acquittal, or conviction, pvodnea a most salutary effect 
throughout the country. The community in general 
certainly regard infanticide as a crime of the deepest 
dye; but the experience of twenty -five years has amply 
proved that if not stimulated in some mode to exertion, 
no one is likely to incur the obloquy, reproach, and en- 
mity usually encountered by informers and accusers. 
Unless, therefore, this feeling can be overcome we can 
never hope to see conviction follow one of a thousand 
instances of the perpetration of the crime. How is the 
fact to transpire except upon the information of some 
one present when the infant was bom, or even of some 
one engaged in the nefarious proceedings. From tho 

* [This Court, from 1831 of the PoliticalConjniissionor for Gujarat, 
but since 1835 of the Political Agent for KJthiawfid, was formed for 
the purpose of trying such criminal case9 as the separate jurisdictions 
might find it difficult to treat. It is composed of the Political Agent, its 
president, tho Jam of Nawanagar, the Nawab ot Junagad, the Tlulnir 
of BhAwanagar, the Rana of Porbamlar, when they choose to attend it, 
(or their deputies) and such other Talukdars, or their agents, as may 
be specially summoned by the Political Agent to act as assessors, with 
a substantive voice both as jurors and judges, tho Agent having the 
casting voice. Its sentences are reviewed l>y Government. It is the 
first step, ue hope, to tire amalgamation of the multifarious Kfyhiawdd 
jurisdictions, which tho chiefs should ore long allow to share the fate 
of the Scotch feudal jurisdictions. It is a remarkable Tact that not- 
withstanding the profuse shedding of innocent blood In EiUhiawird by 
infanticide, it has never yet been induced capitally to convict for mur- 
der, however atrocious 1] 
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secrecy with which the crime is perpetrated, and the 
consequent difficulty of discovery, the penal part of 
Colonel Walker's settlement has remained entirely a 
dead letter, and will ever continue so, unless persons 
can be induced to denounce those who commit the 
crime. I, therefore, think Government should recog- 
nize the principle I am advocating, being of opinion 
that in the attainment of an object of such magnitude 
we should not be particular in our inquiries respecting 
tin* motives of the agent through whoso information a 
case of Infanticide is clearly established against any one. 
On the receipt of the lithographed proclamation, a copy 
should be sent to each Tributary, with an admonitory 
letter, to aid either diieetly or indirectly in putting 
down a practice of such great enormity. 

M There is also another part of the proclamation which 
requires briefly to be alluded to. In noticing those dis- 
tricts where from the great disproportion of the sexes it 
is manifest that the crime still prevails, I have intimated 
in general terms, that should this great disparity con- 
tinue to be shewn in future returns, the British Govern- 
ment will feel bound to take into consideration whether 
any relations can be maintained with those who prove 
themselves so utterly regardless of the duties of man- 
kind. I have endeavoured to word this part of the pro- 
clamation in such a manner as not to alarm the chiefs 
of Katbiawad. generally respecting their estates, but at 
the same time to convey an intimation to the Jadeja 
chiefs that the compact between them and Government 
is composed of mutual obligations ; and that if they do 
not perform their part of the same it is thereby rendered 
null and void. No one can be a stronger advocate than 
I am, dial existing relations with the chiefs should be 
maintained, that we should be content with the tribute 
paid to former Governments, and allow them to enjoy 
their hereditary estates and privileges without molesta- 
tion. Should however it be established by the certain 
though presumptive evidence to be obtained from returns 
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of tlie nature now transmitted, that the crime of Infan- 
ticide still prevails in any particular district, I think, 
after the warning contained in the proposed Proclama- 
tion, the chief of that district should bo severely fined, 
and that if this does not produce attention on his part to 
his engagement to suppress the crime, I think that an 
example should be made, and that he should be de- 
prived of the sovereignty of his district. The ease 
must bo very glaring whcie I should propose such an 
extreme measure for adoption, and should only be re- 
sorted to when all other efforts directed to the accom- 
plishment of the object in view, have been tried und 
failed. 

“In 1 lie fifth place, T would propose, that every "Rajput 
in Kathiawar] should, in a circular Idler from the Agent, 
he himself enjoined, and be requested to enjoin, all Raj- 
puts subject to his authority 1o make it a stipulation in 
every marriage contract of the daughters with a Jadeja 
that the issue of the union shall be preserved. In the 
58th paragraph of his report of March 1808, Colonel 
Walker alludes to the apathy and indifference with 
which the abominable practice has always been regard- 
ed by the rest of the Rajput community, although, as 
that able and enlightened man remarked, the other Raj- 
pul tribes c possessed a simple and effectual remedy by 
refusing to alliance their daughters to the Jadejas, un- 
less on the condition of roaring their daughters.’ They 
in fact countenanced it by such alliance by permitting 
their own offspring, and are stated to have viewed the 
practice with less abhorrence from tlie increasing facili- 
ty it afforded of marrying their own daughters, that first 
of duties of the Hindu parent. My present suggestion 
is therefore founded on the above remark. I do not 
think the circular would be generally attended to ; but 
ifHen, nay even if one victim were saved, the object in 
view would nol be entirely lost. At all events the issue 
of such a circular would afford another striking proof of 
the intense anxiety fell by Government completely to 
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suppress Infanticide, and this alone in my opinion ren- 
ders it expedient. 

“ In the sixth place, I beg to recommend that the fol- 
lowing mark 1 * ot approbation bo extended to the chiefs 
ancl inferior membeis of the Jadeja tribe who have ad- 
hered to engagement*, to pioscive their female issue, 
and that the expense inclined in making the same 
should be debited to the Inianticide Fund. 

1st To the f hi f of Ivhfi i util'll omission fiom th» miountoP Oip r, nnuftl tu- 


butt of 10 annas <« JIiijh < s . 1,000 0 0 

2 ml Lo ditto n pit nt <if t L i(h«. ot thr \ aim of Unpt t 100 0 0 

Jill To Um f Inti ot \tfujiin < in>m hi* annual tulmt/ of 4 um is, 

oi Rnpcm 921 0 0 

4th J w tin < bn f*> of Sitod u* IV lit nil ilo <lo 395 12 0 

5th lo tho ttvo Itihjls who lnt pi Vinci inu d ui^ht* rs, t. pic suit to 

ph h ot cloths, <n in mom > ot llnpc c >. 305 0 0 

flth To those 'olio bate prourvfd time d ui^liti rs, ipribint of ditto, oi m 

ditto of 150 0 0 

7lh To thobo tvho Ua\o presort eil fc* o dauqhtug, a pi taint \ trying at cording 

to tho ctrsnmstnncob of eat h, fioin Rupees 25 to Rupi ra 50 0 0 


“ It is, 1 consider, a fortunate circumstance that tlie 
chiefs of Khir&ara and Mengani petitioned for remission 
from their tribute for the past year on account of the 
failure of the monsoon, but which after enquiry into 
their lc^ourcos I declined to giant. There will there- 
fore be no mistaking the real cause why such an indul- 
gence is now extended to them. I should not, however, 
conceive it desirable that the whole of the above remis- 
sions should be paid direct to the chiefs. They are un- 
doubtedly entitled to the greater share, but the inferior 
J&dejas living under their authority who have preserv- 
ed a daughter are entitled to a part. I shall, therefoie, 
require from tho chiefs a statement of the amount of Be- 
venue paid last year to them by each of the inferior Ja» 
dcjdS and pay to tho latter a corresponding portion of 
the remissions, should Government be pleased to sanc- 
tion them. 

“ In the original draft of this report, I had suggested 
that a present should bo made to the Jdm of Nawdnagar 
on this occasion. The return from his districts shews 
6 18 Males and 380 Females, which proves that Colonel 
Walker's arrangements We taken root in them lo a 
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very considerable and gratifying extent. On this ac- 
count, and because I conceived it would be polilic to 
conciliate this Chief as the acknowledged head of the 
Jacleja tribe in Kathiawad, and to induce him cheerfully 
to co-operate in carrying into effect the humane efforts of 
Government, I thought that such a distinctive mark of 
approbation might conduce to success. The Jam, how- 
ever, has not himself preserved a daughter, and during 
Major Barnewall’s agency ho was strongly suspected 
(although ho denied the charge) of having committed 
Infanticide. It has moreover boon suggested to me by 
my Assistant Captain Lang (whose interest in the suc- 
cess of the measures for the suppression of the crime is 
as great as Government could desire), Thai such a pre- 
sent might induce the Jam and the other Jhdeja Chiefs 
of rank to believe that the crime of Infanticide, as far as 
they were [in the past] concerned, would not be very 
narrowly enquired into, provided they could show that a 
considerable nmnber of females are preserved within 
their respective districts. I think that considerable weight 
attaches to this remark, and shall merely at present 
suggest that when the Proclamation is transmitted to 
the Jam, the satisfaction of Government be conveyed to 
him at the progress made in his districts in suppressing 
Infanticide, accompanied by urgent exhortations that 
he will adopt the strictest measures la ensure its com- 
plete extinction. 

“ Such are the measures which after a long and deep 
meditation on the subject, I presume to propose for the 
consideration of Government; and I beg to state that 
they are considered by natives of the province com- 
petent to form a correct jndgment, calculated to give 
increased efficiency to the measures adopted by Colonel 
Walker for the suppression of this terrible crime. It is 
scarcely necessary, I hope, to state that I feel, as every 
man, and more particularly every Christian should, most 
deeply interested in its complete abolition, or that I 
Shall strenuously exert myself to ensure success to'what* 
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ever subsidiary measure may be direel ed to compel 
obedience on the part of the Jadcjas to their engage- 
ments. Both Captain Lang and myself embrace every 
opportunity of speaking upon llie subject, with the de- 
testation it merits, and of stimulating Ihe tribe among 
which the custom prevailed 1o abandon it, and thereby 
restore themselves to that scale among human beings 
which they forfeited from its prevalence among them. 
By unceasiug endeavours to expose the enormity of the 
offence, and to shew that it in at direct variance with the 
precepts inculcated by the religion of those who perpe- 
trate it; by extending favor to those who renounce the 
practice ; by promulgating the fixed resolution of Gov- 
ernment to punish with the utmost severity those who 
still adhere to it; and from the success, partial as I fear 
it must be regarded, which has attended our efforts for 
its discontinuance, I am sanguine that through the di- 
vine blessing complete success may be ultimately ob- 
tained.” 

With regard to Infanticide in Kaclih, Mr. Willoughby 
writes as follows. 

<e A report on the subject of Infanticide in Kathiawad 
would be incomplete without a brief allusion to the pre- 
valence of the same crime in the adjacent province, 
Kaehh. Tt must bo quite obvious that if the crime is 
not suppressed in ICachh, the effect will be most inimi- 
cal to its suppression, in Katliiawad, since the members 
of the tribe residing in each province axe intimately 
connected with each other. It was doubtless under this 
impression that Colonel Walker entered into a corres- 
pondence which does him the highest honor with Fut- 
teh Muhammad Jamadfir, the regent of Kaclih in 1807-8, 
with the view of enlisting him in the cause of humanity. 
I have of course no means of ascertaining how far the 
crime has been subdued in Kachli ; but from our inti- 
mate connection and powerful influence with that 
Government since 1819, it is by no means improbable 
that greater progress has been made in that province 
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than in this, and thal if T were informed of Ihc measures 
that may have been adopted there, some of them may be 
found to apply equally to the circumstances of Ixatlna- 
wacl. The care and pains also •which are reported to 
have been bestowed upon the education of the young 
prince recently elevated to the supreme authority in 
Kachh, cannot fail to facilitate the object in view, for 
I am convinced that when the chiefs of the tribe can be 
prevailed upon practically to renounce the custom, but 
little difficulty will then bo experienced in inducing the 
inferior .Tudcjus to follow the example.” 

Tn concluding his admirable paper, Mr. Willoughby 
gives the following information respecting the Infant- 
icide Fund. 

“ In conclusion I annex to my report a statement of 
the Infanticide Fund on the loth of September 1834. 

The Balance due to Tuud on the 26tU April 183 1, the dito of thf* Utc w Hount 
was Bupc cb . . 51,110 1 8 

Intermediate i erupts hate been Bupt.es 31,781 3 6 

Do Dislmt -eiucnts, do do l,0(i0 0 0 

buiplu-. lcicipt* are theietoie. Rupees 30,781 3 6 

Balance due to the Tund on tlie 15tli September 1831, la Rupees 81,927 5 2 

“ In the 4th paragraph of my letter of the 24th April 
1833, I expressed an intention to propose a scale of dis- 
tribntion of the Fund among those who had preserved 
their daughters, or whose poverty and other circum- 
stances might render them deserving of favor or pecu- 
niary aid from Government. The results of the present 
census, however, induce me to abandon this intention, 
because they lead me to anticipate many applications 
for assistance towards defraying the expense of mar- 
riages for whioli we should be prepared . It is a credita- 
ble feeling among the Jaclej&s and one which should be 
kept alive as much as possible, that it is not laudable 
to apply to Government for pecuniary assistance, and 
during 1833-34 only three applications were received. 
In two of these cases a donation of 400 Rupees was 
granted, and in the third, Rupees 200. 1 have no doubt 
that these giants will encourage other applicants to 
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come forward, and as of the number of Female Jadejas 
now alive as many as 463 are unmarried, I do not think 
the Fund should be trenched upon at present, to a great- 
er extent than is necessary to carry into effect the re- 
commendations made in the 92nd paragraph of my 
report. 

“To avoid delay, I have taken the liberty of forward- 
ing this communication direct to Government, but as 
soon as copies can bo prepared they will be forwarded 
for the information of the Political Commissioner for 
Gujarat. — Rajkot, 3lfh September, 1834.” 

The plans propounded in this most important docu- 
ment, it will have been observed by the reader of the 
preceding pages, arc not in every instance distinguished 
by nove.ity. Its interest consists in its embodying to- 
gether all the devices of a valuable character which 
were the fruit of the judgment and experience of the 
benevolent men who had already turned their attention 
to the subject of which it so ably treats ; in its placing 
these devices in a practical position ; and in its showing 
how they might work in harmony for the accomplish- 
ment of the great end in view. Some of its suggestions, 
however, are of a novel character, as that respecting a 
full and complete census of the whole of the Jadeja po» 
pulation, which had not hitherto been considered either 
necessary or desirable, and that respecting the continu- 
ed maintenance of a system of J&dcjfi registration. The 
measures which it proposed were partly of. a coercive, 
and partly of a hortative, character. Though in some 
points of view they might be liable to objection on gen- 
eral grounds in certain states of society, they were cer- 
tainly all expedient and necessary in the case of the 
Jaclejas and iufanlicide. J fs only defect consists in its 
overlooking distinctive measures of enlightenment and 
education for Ihe province in which the crime of of'in- 
faatioi.de prevailed ; but Mr. Willoughby T as we shall 
afterwards see, wished that such measures of moral in- 
fluence and power should be adopted with reference to 
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the general circumstnneo* of the whole population oi 
the province, and not merely of those of one particular 
tribe viewed in connexion with a .special crime. 

On the leeeipl of this communication in Bombay, it 
was immediately circulated in Council by "Lord Clare, 
then the Governor, who personally ielt much interest in 
its cotLicnts, and who immediately called a meeting of 
his colleagues for its special consideration, Mr. James 
Sutherland, the .-.cnior member of Council, recorded liis 
opinion upon it to the effect, llial “if any measures can 
obtain the object in view, I think they are now before 
the Bonn!.” Its suggestions were considered by Mr. 
Ironside, llie other civil member of Council, “most valu- 
able.” After deliberate attention was given to its fact- 
and reasonings, the decision oi Government upon if was 
thus conveyed to Mr. Willoughby. 

“His Hordship in Council directs me, in the first 
place, to return to you his warmest thanks for your in- 
teresting and able Eeport, which displays thionghoul 
an unremitting zeal in the cause of humanity, united 
with the soundest judgment and discretion in treating 
of the measures best calculated to effect the abolition of 
the barbarous practice in question. 

“ The forms of the returns which accompanied your 
letter are lucid and well devised, and the judicious 
measures taken by yon to test their accuracy warrant a 
co nfi dence in their general correctness ; and the "Rigid 
Honourable the Governor in Council is happy to express 
his entire concurrence in the conclusions at which you 
have arrived, after analyzing the returns in the able way 
you have done in paragraphs 8 to 1 1 of your Eeport, 
that ‘ improvement is progressive, and that a cheering 
prospect exists of ultimate success.’ 

“ The measures suggested in the 13th to 16th para- 
graphs of your despatch are entirely approved by the 
Eight Honourable the Governor in Council ; and the 
expense of the establishment required for the proimra- 
tion of tho proposed census and returns, as stated inthe 

12 
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13tli paragraph, is sanctioned by his Lordship in Coun- 
cil, and will be borne, as you recommend, by the In- 
fanticide Fund. 

“ The proclamation by Government, which you pro- 
pose to promulgate throughout the Peninsula, is ap- 
proved by his Lordship in Council, with two excep- 
tions: the degree of criminality attaching to infanticide 
compared with other crimes as taken from the Sh&stras, 
the Right Honourable the Governor in Council thinks 
may without disadvantage be omitted in a proclamation 
by the British Government; and Lis Lordship in Coun- 
cil prefers, upon the whole, that the denouncement of 
punishment, towai ds the conclusion ol the proclamation, 
against those who continue to commit the crime, shall 
be general, rather than that it should be specified that 
the offender should be tiied by the Kathiawad High 
Court of Judicature, or otherwise dealt with. Seven 
hundred lithographed copies of the proclamation, al- 
tered as above, in the Gujnratilanguage, will according- 
ly be prepared and furnished to you as soon as possible 
for promulgation. To each copy of the proclamation 
will also be appended a copy of the renewed engage- 
ment entered into in 1812 by the Jam of Nawanagar, the 
head of the Jadejd tribe in Kathiawad. 

“The Right Honourable the Governor in Council pre- 
fers the general promise of reward to informers in cases 
of infanticide, on conviction, proportioned to the rank 
and power of the offender, as contained in the proposed 
proclamation, to the graduated scale proposed by Major 
Caraao. 

u The following therefore is the system which is ap- 
proved by the Right Honourable the Governor in Coun- 
cil, with regard to cases of infanticide. The Political 
Agent will institute a preliminary investigation, and if 
persuaded of the guilt of the party, will make a report 
tb Government, and suggest in each cash the course to 
he jjgrtmed with reference to the actual circumstances, 
the rnnkof thb offender, and other considerations of im- 
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portance, whether that the gnilly party should be at 
once punished by a fine, or in any other way, or wheth- 
er the ease should be tried by the High Court of Crim- 
inal Judicature for Kathiawad . 

“The tenor of the 20th paragraph of your Report, re- 
lative to the general notice which the proclamation in- 
timates will be taken of chiefs within whose t&lnkas In- 
fanlicide is found to prevail, is concurred in by the 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council; and his 
Lordship in Council also entirely approves of the cir- 
cular letter which, in the 2Ut paragraph, you propose 
to issue to Rajput chiefs in Kathiawdd, calling upon 
each, when givinghis daughter in marriage to a Jadeja, 
to make it a stipulation that the, issue of the union shall 
be preserved, and to oblige every Rajput subject to him 
1o do the same. 

“ llis Lordship in Council has much satisfaction in 
sanctioning the rewards enumerated in the 22nd para- 
graph of your Report, to be borne by the Infanticide 
Fund, and approves also the communication which you 
propose to make to the Jam of Nawanagar, as stated 
in the 23rd paragraph. 

“ The Resident in Kac-hh will be directed to make 
known to you the steps taken for the abolition of infan- 
ticide in that province, and their result ; and the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council requests that you 
will, on all occasions, communicate freely on this in- 
teresting topic with that officer, to whom correspond- 
ing instructions will be issued. 

“In conclusion, the Right Honorable the Governor in 
Council directs me to observe, that he views your exer- 
tions in this all-important cause with peculiar satisfac- 
tion, and exhorts you to a continuance of those efforts 
which have so justly entitled your proceedings now re- 
viewed to the unqualified approbation and acknow- 
ledgements of Government. — I have, etc,, Charles 
Norris, Chief Secretary.” 

Armed with this high approval and authority, which 
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was certainly oxlremely creditable to llic government of 
Lord Clare, 3\Ir. Willoughby set vigorously 1o work to 
carry into effect his own measures, as detailed and des- 
cribed by himself. Notone of 1 hem did be permit to 
remain in abeyance. He was ably and vigorously aided 
in their execution by Captain, now Lieutenant-Colonel, 
William Lang, then his own assistant in the political 
agency of JCathiuwud, and who, os ultimately the chief 
British authority in that province, has next to himself 
been the most efficient instrument in the abolition of 
Infanticide within its borders. 

The proclamation to the Jndcjas, sanctioned by Gov- 
ernment and issued by Mr. Willoughby, ran in these 
words. 

« The British Government having recently had under 
consideration the prevalence of female Infanticide in 
Western India, is pleased to declare it to be its fixed 
determination to put an end to so revolting and bar- 
barous a practice. 

“From Returns lately received from the political 
agent stationed in Kathiawad, it appears that although 
a considerable degree of success has attended the meas- 
ures adopted in that province for the suppression of 
Infanticide, the crime is proved to be still committed, 
by the great disproportion observable in the number of 
male and female Jhdejas. This melancholy fact, there- 
fore, pressing itself upon the attention of Government, 
the Right Honourable the Governor in Gouncil consid- 
ers it requisite to call upon the chiefs of the Jfideja 
tribe to adhere to and maintain within their respective 
districts the engagement they voluntarily and uncondi- 
tionally entered into with Government twenty-five - 
years ago, through the medium of their friend and be- 
nefactor the late lamented Colonel Alexander Wa^er, 
tp abandon the detestable and heinous custom of mur- 
dering their own offspring. 

£.Hi» Lordship in Council further requires tho active 
co-operation of tho whole community of Kathiawa$ in 
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giving increased efficiency lo the measures adopted for 
the extinction of infanticide, the grossest stain that ever 
disgraced the human race; and hereby declares, that 
whosoever shall aft'oul information sufficient to convict 
any ladejd of so inhuman a proceeding, shall receive 
thc-pvotcction of Government, and be rewarded in pro- 
portion to the rank and consoqnenco of the party con- 
victed. Humanity and a due regard to the precepts of 
their religion should induce the Hindu part of the com- 
munity to aid, by every means in their power, the efforts 
of Government completely to suppress the crime.# 

“ Wiih the view of enabling Government to ascertain 
how far the measures for the suppression of infanticide 
arc adhered to, the political agent has been instructed to 
make a full and complete census of the Jadcja popula- 
tion of Kathiawad ; anil the chiefs of the tribe aro here- 
by called upou to aid in the framing of this Return, 
which, when completed, will at oneo enable Govern- 
ment lo delect where the crime is still committed. The 
political agent has also been directed to require from 
the chiefs half-yearly, and himself to furnish annually, 
a statement exhibiting the number of births, deaths, 
marriages, and betrothals occurring within their res- 
pective jurisdictions ; and those who neglect to furnish 
this statement, or who may furnish an incorrect Return, 
will be severely punished. 

“As a measure of prevention against Infanticide, 
Government considers it expedient to suggest to the 
whole of the other Rajput tribes of JCuthidwad that they 
should refuse to give their own daughters in marriage 
to the Jadejas, except under a stipulation that the female 
issue of such maTriago shall be cherished and preserved . 

“The Returns recently rtmeivedfmm Kathiawad show, 

*' [Hero, in Mr. Willoughby’s draft occurred the references to the 
Hindu SMsfras which Hut Governor in Council had requested to be 
erased. See above, p. 191. They were contained in Colonel Wal- 
ker’s engagement, to which, pro latiio, we have already objected (Xthat 
account. Seep. SI.] 
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in the undermentioned dislruts, such a groat disparity 
between the number of male and female J adepts as can 
only be accounted for by the continued prevalence of 
the dioadfnl crime in those places. 
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“'flic chiefs of these districts ate Jicteby warned, that 
should similar results be shown fioui the periodical Re- 
turns hereafter to be furnished, they will he severely 
punished for not adhering to their engagements to re- 
nounce the crime. It will not be deemed sufficient by 
Government that they themselves shall adhere to their 
engagements to preserve their female children ; but they 
are equally bound to secure that those engagements are 
observed by eveiy member of their tribe subject to their 
authority. Should they neglect Ibis warning, it will 
become requisite for the Governor to take into consid- 
eration whether any relations can be maintained with 
chiefs who act in such a manner as to prove themselves 
utterly disregardless of the precepts of religion and of 
the best feelings of mankind. In seeking to abolish in- 
fanticide the British Government is not actuated by any 
motive of ambition or self-interest, but simply by an anx- 
ious desire to erase the foulest stain that was ever attach- 
ed to the name of man. The possessions of the chiefs 
of Kuthiawud ure guaranteed to them, and protection is 
extended to thorn on certain conditions ; ami it is the 
sincere wish of Government that they should continue 
to enjoy them, and all their privileges and immunities, 
free from molestation. The compact is however reei- 
pmtrtd and mutual, and the chiefs have stipulated that 
they will cease to disgrace humanity by destroying their 
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own helpless* offspring at the moment of its birth, 
blhould they not adhere to this condition the compact is 
broken, the favour and protection of Government will 
be withdrawn, and the .severest penalties be imposed 
until the, inhuman custom i.s completely eradicated. 

“It is more gratifying to Government to be able to 
notice some of the Jadeja chiefs in whose districts the 
crime 1ms been wholly, or in a great measure suppress- 
ed, The Jtim of Nawanagur iB entitled to praise for 
the progress which has been made towards its com- 
plete extinction within his jurisdiction, which is to be 
attributed to the care taken by that chiuf in enforcing a 
due observance of the engagement lie entered into for 
its suppression. T'hc British Government confidently 
relies on his continued exertions and co-operation in 
ensuring success to the measures it lias adopted for the 
abolition of a custom which, owing its origin to avarice 
and a mistaken pride, reflects most seriously on this 
character of the tribe of which the Jam of Nawanagar 
is in Kathiawad the acknowledged head. 

“Among the other talukas, Government is pleased to 
notice in terms of high approbation the following chiefs 
as having ensured to themselves the favour and protec- 
tion of Government for having adhered to their engage- 
ments : 
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And at the same time to hold up to the tribe in general, 
as an example for imitation, the undermentioned Ja- 
dejas, who have preserved four and three daughters 
each : 













wo 


r non, am trios au vinkt infanticide 


At>, 


TU lOuytntf Co 

A'ltmhi i 

ot 

J)(lih/htn ‘t 

Kuan* 



l 

JlWfli KUInji 

2t*'V'Un, , «u 

1 »U»m 

r<nu. 

a 

„ HUvi.|t 


HUh . 

’tl.K. 

,i 

u Jiiihjl 


UtclnnM 


i 

„ IV .|! 


rnnjimtU 

Pip ihl 

„ 

> 

„ hi Hint uji 


It 

t, 

t Uti(t|i 


‘m ' t< h . 


7 

n Utinjt 

rt 

ninth tut 

It 

H 

ii ».» 

M 

PI 1 HV l 

1* 

'1 

.» Mf 'j itfi 

, UaibiiJijf 

u 

Urn t 

1l 

I» 

„ 

I»h iml 

C lllklll 1 

tt 

n 

u 

m v t ft J|* 

u l>Hi»|i 

lulliitt . 

/all lilt 

II 

Finn . 

u 

„ ' .. c 

tminl »jt . 

.1 M>) mft 

linn , 

u 

him tm ItnjnMi \\ 

\non-h «h#U 

Mi til 


Vo 

/fid i J i 1 tUt Jl 

Mill. • 

W Ii i 

” 


Government have* uKo derived 1 he greatest satisfaction 
from observing that the Returns show as many as SO 
instances of Jiidejas having preserved two daughters 
each. His Lordship in Council, with the view of testi- 
fying the sense he entertains of the meritorious conduct 
of the chiefs and inferior Judejas above alluded to, has 
instructed the political agent at Rfijkat to grant remis- 
sions of tribute and honorary presents to them. 

“ The British Government is pleased furlher to declare, 
that although it will always be more satisfactory to 
Government, and more creditable to the J adepts them- 
selves to perform the first of parental duties without 
seeking pecuniary aid from Government in defraying 
the expenses of the marriage of their children; never- 
theless that the local agent is authorized to receive and 
attend to applications when circumstances render sueji 
aid indispensable, 

“In conclusion, the Right Honourable the Governor 
in Council is pleased to annex to this proclamation a 
copy of the engagement by which every Jtkleja chief of 
Kdthi&wad bound himself, twenty-live years ago, to dis- 
continue the dreadful custom of female infanticide; and 
at the same time to declare it to be the fixed resolution 
rtf' British Government to maintain the same, and 
that any person charged with having violated it, will 
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oil her be placed on his trial for the heinous orimo of 
1 cliild-m urder,’ before the High Court of Criminal 
J aslico recently established in Kathiavvad, or be dealt 
with in such other mode ns may be deemed most ex- 
pedient and conducive towards the complete suppres- 
sion of the practice.” 

In point of propriety and plainness, this proclamation 
was all that could bo desired. 



CHAPTER IX. 

CONVICTION AND PUNISHMENT OF JA'DEJA'S FOB IN- 
FANTICIDE BY MB. WILLOUGHBY AND CAPTAIN LANG— 
LETTERS TO CHIEFS DISSUASIVE FROM INFANTICIDE — 
SPECIMENS OF REPLIES— MR. WILLOUGHBY’S REMOVAL 
TO BOMBAY AND IIIS SERVICES THERE. 

On the distinct warning of the proclamation contain- 
ed in the preceding chapter, Mr. Willoughby bad soon 
occasion to act. In October 1834, information reached 
him, that Suraji, the thaktir, or baron of Rajkot, of 
whom better things had been expected and who had 
received much kindness from Government,* had been 
accessory to the murder of a daughter on the 6lh Nov- 
ember, 1S33. That chieftain, after a searching private 
investigation of his ease and a lengthened pnblic trial 
by Mr. Willoughby and Captain Lang his first assist- 
ant, was duly convicted of the horrid crime, and fined 
to the amount of Rs. 32,000, a sum equal to about half 
the free annual income of his estates,! which were at- 

* See above, p, 165. 

f The baronial domains of Rajkot consist of about 55 villages, of 
which 13 arc alienated iron) revenue charge to the Tbikur, The esti- 
mated population of them is 20,000, exclusive of the British camp, 
Tim annual income of the Thakur is about Rs, 60,000, of which Rs. 
20,503 arc paid in tribute to the British Government, which on*the 
other hand pays Rs. 3,GQ0 per annum for the site of its camp. The 
stetson was chosen from Sta central position ; its proximity to the river 
passes the eastern wall of the native town; and the abund- 
ance ot forage in its neighbourhood. 



CONVICTION or JADTiJAS POE INFANTICIDE. 203 


taclied till it was paid; bound over to observe his en- 
gagements with Ihc Govcnnnenl under proper securi- 
ties ; and compelled to dismiss his khavbharis, or native 
ministers, who had failed to report Ihe birth which had 
taken place, though formally called upon by Mr. Wil- 
loughby to supply such information. The sanction by 
Government of this punishment was conveyed in a let- 
lev dated the 2nd June 1835. His trial elicited some 
facts of curious but painful interest. At the time of the 
birth in his family, there were present the widow of 
Patdl Mandan a friend of tlie mother, and two slave- 
girls, while several Brahmans were in attendance out- 
side to mark the vUa, or precise time of birth, had it 
been that of a son. One of the Brahmans, who was the 
first witness examined on the trial, on learning that a 
girl was born, went immediately home, “ knowing that 
no present would be made for such an issue.” Ratan- 
bai, the midwife called, was too lato in her attendance. 
When she arrived, she found, as she testified, one of the 
slave-girls holding the child on the bed, “which was 
not as it ought to have been and observed it carried 
out gasping by another of the slave-girls, along with 
the afterbirth, from which it had not been separated 
while it was in the room. The mother cried, and, ac- 
cording to one witness, she said nothing, while accord- 
ing to another, she declared her “fate was hard.” She 
was afraid to complain much, for she feared that if she 
did so, her husband would put her away, because, on a 
former occasion, “ Suraji had abstained from all inter- 
course with his first wife for seven or eight months, for 
she had saved a daughter.” The murder of the child 
was actually perpetrated by the afterbirth having been 
placed on its mouth, to prevent respiration. The father 
made no confession of his guilt to the political authori- 
ties. To understand the extent of the horrid wicked- 
ness and depravity of the Jadcjas in KatbiaW&d and 
Kachh, we have only to imagine five hundred e^ses of a 
like disgusting character occurring annually for'friany 
centuries in all their families without exception. 
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Mr. Willoughby thus conveyed to Government his 
opinion of the punishment, with which this convicted 
malefactor should bo visited. 

“He is of the age of twenty-two, and in rank takes 
precedence of all but three of the Jadcj&sof Kathiawad.* 
No circumstances exist which render him deserving of 
personal consideration, Ho has not even expressed 
contrition for the heinous crime he has committed. He 
is evidently alarmed for the consequences that may 
ensue, but he does not appear to feel ashamed of the 
unnatural deed he has perpetrated. The evidence against 
him is clear and conclusive, and Government possesses 
the undoubted right to inflic.1 whatever punishment it 
deems most advisable. Although, however, I do not con- 
sider Suraji to possess any claim to consideration person- 
ally, on other grounds I am induced to recommend that 
in this, the first case of infanticide that has ever yet been 
clearly proved in Kutluawad, justice should be tempered 
with mercy ; the motive for which is, that extreme seve- 
rity would, in my opinion, be injurious to our future ef- 
forts to effect the complete extinction of the practice. 
It must be obvious that to secure this, wo must enlist 
the feelings of the community on our side, so that they 
may be induced to view the custom with goneral ex- 
ecration, and to aid our endeavours to wipe away so 
foul a blot on humanity. We must (more especially in 
the first instances that are brought to light) avoid the 
danger of exciting sympathy in favour of delinquents, 
thereby deterring persons from informing against them, 
who might otherwise be disposed to do so. In short, 
unless we arc able to carry public opinion with us, and 
inflict such penalties only as are likely to be recognized 
as just by the respectable portion oflho community, our 
endeavours in the cause of humanity will be long re- 
tardedf or may altogether fail. 1 think also some regard 
is due to the feelings under which the Jddeja acted who 
gave^Xormatic n against Surdji ; for I am quite satisfied 

* [The Jfoa ofNawinagsr and the chiefs of Murvi and GondaL] 
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lie never would have come forward had he tlioughl ihnl 
the formal trial of his chief would have ensued, or that 
any other punishment would bo inflicted beyond a line, 
and exacting security against the recurrence of Ihe 
offence. 

“The following therefore is the course which I would 
respectfully recommend for the consideration of the 
Right Honourable the Governor in Council. 

“ 1st. That a fine of 12,000 rupees be imposed upon 
Suraji, to be credited to the Infanticide Fund, and llial 
his taluka continue under attachment until it is paid. 

“2nd. That ho be required torenewthc engagement 
by which himself and family arc already bound to re- 
nounce infanticide, and that he furnish ihe security of 
two or three of the principal Jadeja chiefs for the ob- 
servance of the same. 

“3rd. That an additional article be Inserted in ibis 
contract, providing that on any expected birth in his 
family, the chief is to advise the political agent of the 
same, to enable him to take measures for ascertaining 
the result, and for securing the fulfilment of the engage- 
ment. 

“4th. That lie be required to dismiss from his ser- 
vice Jatha Balwanl and Dalpat, rnehtus, declaring them 
incapable of being reemployed by him, and requiring 
them to leave his territory ton days after the receipt of 
the order. 

“5tli. That he be informed that a repetition of the 
offence will subject him to a forfeiture of his estate, and 
to such other punishment as Government may see fit to 
award. 

“ I think that on these conditions the chief may he par- 
doned. The amount of the fine is suggested with re- 
ference to his resources and embarrassments. The 3rd 
and 4th conditions will I have no doubt be considered 
humiliating; but they are justified by thajjircumstances 
pf the ease. With Tcgard to the mehtas, I beg to explain, 
that for many years past they have had the excitlsive 
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management of the Rajkot taluka; they have greatly 
abused their trust, and, enriched themselves at their 
mastcrS expense. In 1825, the whole of the Rajkot 
bhdiyad petitioned against them, and Major Barnewatl 
in consequence removed them from authority, and de- 
clined having any communication with them; they 
reinstated themselves in power during* Mr. Blane’s 
agency, hut their dismission and expulsion is now ex- 
pedient: 1st, for having failed to communicate the des- 
truction of Suvaji’s daughter, although from their situa- 
tion they could not have been ignorant of the event; 
2nd, for having been instrumental in furnishing mo with 
a false return of the Jadeja ohildion of Rajkot, and for 
having, when expressly questioned by me on the sub- 
ject, declared this return to bo coirect. 1 greatly rely 
on the efficacy of this measure ; the example will be 
salutary, and induce this class to give information 
against those who may violate the engagements in force, 
to discontinue the practieo of Infanticide.” 

A t the same time lhat Sir. Willoughby made these 
proposals, ho had with much regret to communicate to 
Government information of the death of the Jadeja on 
whose statements, in the first instance, Suraji had been 
brought to trial. The death of that JAdeja had been 
thus intimated to him by Captain Lang in a letter dated 
the 6th December, 183-1. 

“ It is with .much regret that I report to you the death, 
on the 25th ultimo, of Modji, the Jadejfi Grasia of 
Gauridhar; an event which, happening as It has done, 
so soon after the conviction of the Rajkot chief of the 
inhuman crime of infanticide, which you are aware was 
effected chiefly by his means, is the more to be lament- 
ed; since, in addition to the almost irreparable Jobs the 
cause of humanity has sustained in the demise of a 
JAdeja Rajput, who had not only good sense enough to 
abjure the hmwid practice of Infanticide because it was 
proscribed by the British Government, but, as I firmly 
belidvej sufficient principle to detest the crime for itself, 
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and to volunteer to come forward to denounce it when 
practised by other members of Ins Uibo, his sudden 
death is not unlikely to be connected (in the minds of 
so prejudiced a race as the natives of this province arc, 
especially in such matters) with his exertions in that 
cause, which ought, on the contrary, to render lii» name 
revered amongst them. 

“ To counteract as far as we can the evil effects which 
might arise from such ideas, and to evince to the com- 
munity in general the high sense of his services and 
respect for his memory entertained by the Biitisli Gov- 
ernment, I deem it my duly to recommend, in the 
strongest manner, that the sum of L,000 rupees should 
be presented to the family to assist them in defraying 
the expenses of his deada; and that a further present of 
a pair of bangles, or anything else which may be con- 
sidered more eligible, be made to his oldest son. [ ad- 
dress this letter to you in consequence of your having 
the Rajkot infanticide case in hand, and my knowing 
that it was your intention to recommend the employ- 
ment of the deceased on a small allowance of the In- 
fanticide Fund. 

“ I beg to add that, at the urgent request of Miraji, 
the eldest son of Modji, I have advanced the sum of 
1,000 rupees, including the price of a small supply of 
opium from the warehouse, which, in the event of my 
present suggestion not being complied with, will be re- 
covered by instalments from the revenues of Gauri- 
dhax.” The recommendation here given in behalf of 
the family of Modji was supported by Mr, "Willoughby. 

On Mr. Willoughby’s report of the conviction of Su- 
raji, the following minute was penned by Sir Robert 
Grant, on the 16th May, the considerate character of 
which is as conspicuous as the propriety of its language. 

•"“Mr. Willoughby should be informed that Govern- 
ment highly approves the humanity an^ability with 
which he has in this instance followed up his former 
very meritorious exertions for the suppression ol*the 
atrooiorjs crime of Infanticide. 
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“Ho should also be requested to convey a similar as- 
surance of the approbation of Government to Captain 
Lang, who has so oil'ectivcly seconded his efforts. 

“The evidence adduced before Mr. Willoughby and 
Captain Lang incontestably establishes the guilt of the 
chief of Rajkot ; and the barbarous insensibility which 
the chief has evinced on the occasion proves him to have 
little claim to forgiveness. 

“ Al the same time, T entirely concur in the judicious 
and enlightened observations contained in the 20th 
paragraph of Mr. Willoughby’s letter, with respect to 
the principles and consideration* by which we ought to 
be guided in dealing with this inhuman offender. 

“ The measures recommended by Mr. Willoughby in 
his 21st paragraph should be entirely approved, as be- 
ing sufficient, under the crisis, for the punishment of 
the crime committed, and as promising to be efficacious 
in preventing the perpetration, of like enormities in fu- 
ture. 

“ I am unwilling to suggest any further precautions, 
as none that are necessary arc likely to have escaped 
Mr. Willoughby’s intelligence. At the same lime, so 
much depends on the due fulfilment of the duty to be 
imposed on the chief by the third of Mr. Willoughby’s 
suggestions, namely, that he is to advise the Political 
Agent of any expected birth in his family ; and both the 
temptation to avoid and the facility of evading the per- 
formance of this duty seem so great, that f am induced 
to propose it for Mr. Willoughby’s consideration wheth- 
er it might not be well to give the chief to understand 
that no son hereafter bom in his family, without pre- 
vious annunciation of an expected birth 1o the Agent, 
would be regarded by the BritishJ^vernment as legiti- 
mate. This suggestion, however, need not be adopted 
if Mr. Willoughby deems it unnecessary. 

“The dqajhnof Jadejd Modji, to whom the detection 
of fktAfiase of Infanticide was principally owing, is an 
to he deplored. It must be consolatory, 
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however, to the British Government to be able to mark 
their sense of his merit by bestowing on his family 
those tokens of approbation which Captain Lang so 
properly recommends. 

“In observing, however, the remark of Captain Lang, 
that the sudden death of this meritorious person imme- 
diately after his successful exertions in the present 
case, is not unlikely to be regarded by the bigotedly 
prejudiced race to which he belonged, as a judicial in- 
fliction on him on account of those exertions, it is im- 
possible wholly to suppress a suspicion, which would 
probably have occurred to Captain Lang had there been 
any ground for it. Captain Lang will, of course, have 
sufficiently informed himself of the particulars of the 
J&deja’s death to be satisfied that no reason exists for 
imputing it to unfair means. 

“The present which Mr. Willoughby suggests, in the 
24th paragraph of his letter to the Mehta who assisted 
the prosecution of the inquiry, should bo paid accord- 
ingly- 

“ The female witnesses, through whose evidence the 
chief’s guilt was brought home to him, appear to be 
persons in his power ; of course, it has not escaped Mr. 
Willoughby to use all proper means for their protec- 
tion. 

“The example which in this instance is to be made 
of the chief of Rajkot will, 1 trust, produce a salutary 
effect, not merely on the surrounding chiefs, but on the 
Jadej a population of Rajkot, among whom, the census 
reported by Mr. Willoughby, in his letter of 24th Sep- 
tember 1834, proves that the crime of Infanticide was 
of frequent occurrence/'- 

This minute, after. _iing approved in Council, with 
the exception of the clause about the non-recognition of 
the legitimacy of a son whose birth might not be duly 
reported, was substantially communicateiTlo'Mr. Wil- 
loughby, an the 2nd June. The punishments ■$$j*eh 
Mr. Willoughby had proposed were carried into effect ; 

13 
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and there cannot be a doubl that their infliction had a 
most salutaiy influence throughout the whole province 
of Ifathiawad. They showed to the Jddejus the deter- 
mination of the British Government no longer to trifle 
with their violation of their engagements by the per- 
petration of crime. 

Other convictions and punishments of a similar cha- 
racter followed them. On the 10th of September of the 
same year, infoimation was given to Government of the 
conviction by Captain Lang of Jadcja Viraji of the vil- 
lage of Khirsara of the murder of Ins daughter ; and he 
was sentenced to undeigo imprisonment for one year, to 
pay a fine of Rs. 3,000, on pain of a fuither imprison- 
ment for two years, and to furnish security that lie 
would never again be guilty of infanticide. In conse- 
quence of his superior having attempted to screen him 
from justice, certain rewards which it had been intended 
to give to him for his general repression of the crime 
were withheld from liiti’. To the investigation of thiB 
case, Mr. Willoughby and Major Lang, as in the former 
one, devoted much time and attention. It is rather a 
remarkable fact that, shortly after these punishments 
-vyeie inflicted, an old Judejaof a poor family at Mliawa 
came forward from fear, and confessed that he had been 
instrumental in directing the death of a granddaughter, 
born to his own half-witted son. Ho was dealt with 
as much leniency as circumstances admitted, and sen- 
tenced to pay a fine of a hundred rupees, afterwards 
reduced to fifty, or in default of which to suffer impris- 
onment for three months. 

The proclamation of Government against Infanticide 
was communicated by Mi. Willoughby to the chief 
Jddejds and Rajputs furnishing them with wives, and 
their principal agents, in a series of personal eonfiijpa- 
lial communications and circular letters, about a hund- 
red in .mldtoer, and of a highly suitable and appropriate 
charts tex, Of these, that addressed to the Jam of Na- 
yranagax, and dated the 21st July 1835, may be taken 
as an example. 
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“ After compliments. I have the pleasure to forward 
for your Information two copies of a proclamation re- 
cently published by Government in this province upon 
the subject of female infanticide, to which I request 
your attentive consideration. 

“ I have been instructed on this occasion to convey to 
you the satisfaction derived by Government on observ- 
ing the progress which has been made in the districts 
subject to your authority, in abolishing this inhuman 
custom, since the return lately furnished by you shows 
that 380 infants have been preserved. 

“ I confidently rely on receiving from you the most 
cordial co-operation, in carrying into effect the measures 
in progress for ensuring the entire abolition of a practice 
so entirely at variance with the usage of mankind. I 
am happy to inform yon that his Highness the Rao of 
Kaehh pledged himself to use his exertions to extirpate 
this heinous sin from his dominions ; and I look to you 
as the chief of the Jade jus of Kathiawar! to follow IJis 
Highness the Rao’s example, by affording me every as- 
sistance in accomplishing the same object in this prov- 
ince. By doing so you will greatly add to your repu- 
tation, and establish for yourself and family the strong- 
est claims for a continuance of the friendship and pro- 
tection of the British Government, 

“ I request you mil do rao the favour to give every 
publicity to ihe Government proclamation; and it would 
be highly conducive to the end in view were you on this 
occasion to summon to your presence your Bhaiydd and 
the whole of the Jadejas subject to your authority, and 
inform thorn of your fixed resolve to punish with the ut- 
most severity, and expel from the oasle, any person who 
may still adhere to the barbarous custom of putting their 
female offspring to death, at the same time requiring 
them to renew existing engagements for its discon- 
tinuance. 

u You will observe that Government has resoked to 
obtain a census of ihe Jddeja population of Kdthi&wad, 
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and thore cannol be a doubt that their infliction had a 
most salutary influence throughout the whole province 
of K&thiawad. They showed to the Jadejas the deter- 
mination of the British Government no longer to trifle 
with their violation of their engagements by the per- 
petration of crime. 

Other convictions and punishments of a similar cha- 
racter followed them. On the 10th of September of the 
same year, information was given to Government of the 
conviction by Captain Lang of Jarleja Viraji of the vil- 
lage of Khirsara of the murder of his daughter ; and he 
was sentenced to undergo imprisonment for one year, to 
pay a fine of Rb. 3,000, on pain of a further imprison- 
ment for two years, and to furnish security that he 
would never again be guilty of infanticide. Inconse- 
quence of liis superior having attempted to screen him 
from justice, certain rewards which it had been intended 
to give to him for his general repression of the crime 
were withheld from him. To the investigation of this 
ease, Mr. Willoughby and Major Lang, as in the former 
one, devoted much time and attention. It is rather a 
remarkable fact that, shortly after these punishments 
were inflicted, an old Jadeja of a poor family at Mhawa, 
came forward from feaT, and confessed that he had been 
instrumental in directing the death of a granddaughter, 
born to his own half-witted son. lie was dealt with 
as much, leniency as circumstances admitted, and sen- 
tenced to pay a fi'ne of a hundred rupees, afterwards 
reduced to fifty, or in default of which to suffer impris- 
onment for three months. 

The proclamation of Government against Infanticide 
was communicated by Mr. Willoughby to the chief 
Jadejas and Rajputs furnishing them with wives, and 
their principal agents, in a series of personal confhjp 3 *" 
liat communications and circular letters, about a hund- 
red in.mtiuDer, and of a highly suitablo and appropriate 
ch&stffetex* Of these, that addressed to the Jam of Na- 
w&nagat, and dated the 21 si July 1835, may be _takeiy * 
as an example. - 
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“After compliments. I have the pleasure to forward 
for your information two copies of a proclamation re- 
cently published by Government in this province upon 
the subject of female infanticide, 1o which I request 
your attenlive consideration. 

“ I have been instructed on this occasion to convey to 
you the satisfaction derived by Government on observ- 
ing the progress which has been made in the districts 
subject to your authority, in abolishing this inhuman 
custom, since the relurn lately furnished by you shows 
that 380 infants have been preserved. 

“I confidently rely on receiving from you the most 
cordial co-operation. in carrying into effect the measures 
in progress for ensuring the entire abolition of a practice 
so entirely at variance with the usage of mankind. J 
am happy to inform you that his Highness the Rao of 
Kaclrli pledged himself to use his exertions to extirpate 
this heinous sin from his dominions ; and I look to you 
as the chief of the Jadejas of Katbiawad to follow His 
Highness the Rao’s example, by affording me every as- 
sistance in accomplishing the same object in this prov- 
ince. By doing so you will greatly add to your repu- 
tation, and establish for yourself and family Ihe strong- 
est claims for a continuance of the friendship and pro- 
tection of the British Government. 

“ I request you will do me the favour to give every 
publicity to the Government proclamation; and it would 
be highly conducive to the end in view were you on this 
occasion to summon to your presence your Bhaiytid and 
the whole of the Jadejas subject to your authority, and 
inform Ihem of your fixed resolve to punish with the ut- 
most severity, and expel from the caste, any person who 
may still adhere to the barbarous custom of putting their 
female offspring to death, at the same time requiring 
them to renew existing engagements for its discon- 
tinuance. 

“ You will observe that Government has re solved to 
obtain a census of the Jade j a population of Kathih.w'&d, 
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and to require from the chiefs of the tribe half-yearly 
returns of all births, marriages, betrothals, and deaths 
occurring in the district. The object of these returns is 
to enable Government to ascertain from the results how 
far existing engagements are observed ; and I request 
yonr assistance towards rendeiing the returns of your 
district as full and accurate as possible. 

“The British Government has established a fund for 
the relief of Jadejiis in indigent circumstances and un- 
able to defray the marriage expenses of their daughters. 
I shall on all occasions be most happy to pay every at- 
tention in my power to such representations as you may 
make on behalf ol' Jadcjas so circumstanced. 

“It is impossible to convey to you an idea of the intense 
interest felt not only by the Government of India, but 
by the authorities in England, to effect the entire ex- 
tinction of the unnatural crime of infanticide. Persons 
at a distance can scarcely credit the existence of such a 
custom among a high-minded race of men whoso Shas- 
tras, or religion, denounce it as a crime of the deepest 
dye, and so great as not to admit of expiation. In sup- 
pressing it Government is alone influenced by motives of 
humanity and the purest philanthropy. It sincerely 
desires to effect the end in view by persuasion and by an 
appeal to the dictates of reason and religion ; but should 
these means fail, the severest penalties will be inflicted 
upon those who still adhere to the detestable custom; 
and finally, it will become matter of serious considera- 
tion whether Government ean with propriety keep any 
terms whatever with persons who, after having volun- 
tarily renounced the practice, and repeated warnings 
and admonitions, may still prove themselves to be ut- 
terly regardless of one of the first and most important 
duties of mankind. 

M Favour me with an early reply to this communication, 
and appri^Ttfie of such measures as you may adopt for 
givj&g* effect to the wishes and orders of Government. 1 * 

The answers received to the communications now re- 
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fcrrecl to, and of which the preceding is a specimen, 
were in many instances of a very interesting character, 
showing the degree of attention, which, with their con- 
comitant measures, they had awakened, and illustrating 
both the habits and feelings of the natives, and their 
professed appreciation of the motives and actings of 
the British Government. A few of them follow. 

1. “Allis well here. Write regarding your own 
welfare; your letter, dalcd A'shadh Wad 11th has been 
received. You have therein written regarding arrange- 
ments for the suppression of the custom of putting our 
daughters to death; all this is right. I shall assemble 
intelligent men together, and after due deliberation 
write you a reply.” From Jarleja Shri Ranmalfi Jam of 
Nawanagar. 

2. “ All is well here ; write 1o us of your welfare. 
Your letter regarding the preservation of our daughters, 
and the proclamation on that subject has been received, 
Jaclejd Dewaji and all our Bliniydd are now at Rajkot, 
I have written several times to myWakil (agent) to 
exact security from them, and to send the deeds to me. 
He has, however, not yet done so. My Bhdiyad stale 
that they are ready to execute the required writings as 
soon as Jaclejd Dewaji has done so. I will write to you 
hereafter on this subject. My father was an instrument 
originally in this business, and I myself act up to bis 
example. I will not fail to pay due attention to the 
orders you have now issued.” From Jadejd Shri Prithi « 
rajji, Chief of Murvi, and his son Kukrshri Raoji. 

3. “ The British Government formerly adopted mea- 
sures for the suppression of infanticide; but since re- 
ceiving your letter of the 21st July, forwarding a pro- 
clamation on this subject, and observing that it is your 
fixed determination to abolish the custom, I have ac- 
cordingly communicated the contents of your letter and 
proclamation to the whole of the Jddejastt&i-tho Bhdi- 
ydd> and exacted security from them to abstain fjpm 
the practice, and to the effect that if any of them should 
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disregard the present engagement he shall bo expelled 
from the caste, and rendered liable to any pnnishment 
the British Government may think proper to inflict. I 
have spared no pains and trouble to inform them thorough- 
ly of this. The measures adopted become the virtuous 
and humane character of the British Government, and 
are strictly in accordance with the precepts enjoined 
in the Hindu Shasfras. Ho who now shall commit the 
dreadful crime will reap the fruits of his guilt ; and he 
who, knowing that the crime has been committed by 
another, shall hesitate to reveal his knowledge thereof, 
must participate in the guilt and sin which arc the con- 
sequences; who would participate in such sin? Let 
the Sirkar bo convinced of this. Nothing will be left un- 
done in this matter. But should, notwithstanding, any 
instance of the crime occur, the Sirkar is all-powerful 
to punish. Half yearly returns will be transmitted as 
directed. The new year will commence from the 
Dasara, (festival at tlie close of antumn) six months 
after which the first half-yearly return will be forward- 
ed.” From Jadeja Chandarsinghji, Chief of Gondal . 

4. “I have received your letter dated the 20th June. 
X am willing to pay the fine of Rs. 12,000 therein im- 
posed upon me. I am, however, not in circumstances 
to pay the whole of this sum at once. I rely on your 
goodness to grant some indulgence in this respect ; you 
have desired that whenever there might be the prospect 
of an increase to my family, I should inform you of the 
same. This I will carefully attend to. In regard to 
the security demanded from me that I shall hereafter 
abstain from the practice of infanticide, I beg to state 
that I abjure the custom for ever ; and if ever I am 
found guilty of the crime, my possession will be at your 
disposal. Should you still insist upon exacting security, 
I am bound to afford it. I have, agroebly to your orders, 
caused th^fepartnre of Mehtas Jatha Balwant and 
Dalpiyr&jxi Khushal from my territories. In reply to 
yoffr orders that I must not injure Patel Lakh man’s 



DIKSUAblVE FROM INFANTICIDE. 


215 


tnother, the midwife, and other persons who gave evi- 
dence, or their relations, etc., I beg to state that Lakh- 
man Patel is like aeon of the Darbar, and there is no one 
il regards so much as it docs him. 

“I this day, in the presence of four saukars (mer- 
chants) and two other persons, called Lakhman Pa- 
t61, and gave him promises of encouragement. I have 
received the proclamation on the subject of infanticide 
which you transmitted to me, and shall adopt arrange- 
ments for carrying the orders therein contained into 
effect. Whatever the English Government determines 
upon doing is designed for our good, and I am anxious 
to obey the wishes of the Sirkar. T beg you will be so 
good as to grant mo some indulgence in paying the fine 
imposed On mo ; the way to be lhat which yourself may 
be pleased to determine. My estate is at the will of 
the Sirkar. This is my petition.” From Jadeja Suraji, 
Chief of Rajkot. 

5. “T continue to act agreeably 1o my engagements, 
and tire wishes of Government. In this business, the 
object of Government is to uphold the Hindu religion.* 
The unfortunate above will not understand this, and 
wretchedness will be their portion. Three daughters 
have been lately born in my family, and have been pre- 
served. I have drawn up a return of them in the form 
formerly furnished me by you, and have sent this return 
with the usual letter to you. I am obedient to your or- 
ders, and desire to act accdrding to the wishes of Gov- 
ernment. This, sir, is my representation.” From Jade - 
j'a, Bhomw&gji, Chief of Koladd SariganA, 

5, “ I jiave received your letter with the proclama- 
tion, and have placed il on my head, I will obey the 
order of Government. From Jddejd Jasajt , Chief of 
Lodikd. 

6. “Your letter, and the proclamation regarding the 

* (This is Che of many cautions to onr countrymen in the njplter of 
indiscreet references to Hinduism.] 
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preservation of our daughters, have been received. The 
Japtidar Kumasankar, assembled the -whole of our Bhai- 
yad together, and communicated the contents of your 
despatch to them. In obedience 1o the orders of Gov- 
ernment we have never nor will henceforward put our 
daughters to death.” From Jadcja Khanp, Pathnj'i Kan- 
thaip, Zdkhdji Kesarj^ Nanabhai A'labhh of Satodar 
Wawadi. 

7. “I have received your letter with the proclama- 
tion. I have assembled my Bhaiyad and formed en- 
gagements that they should not put their daughters to 
death. I am under the same obligation to preserve my 
daughters. Five months since my brother, Jadeja Hari- 
bliai, got a daughter, which he preserved. This 1 wrote 
for your information.” From Jctdeja Dosa/i, Chief of 
Pal. 

8. “I have thoroughly informed the chief Jaclejn 
Chandarsingliji of these matters, and the arrangements 
directed by you shall immediately be adopted, as you 
have already been informed in a letter from the chief 
himself. He who conceals his knowledge of a crime so 
heinous as that of Infanticide is guilty of a deadly sin, 
and concernment in the murder ; who then would share 
the enormous guilt attached to such concealment? The 
labour which you have undertaken from motives of the 
purest philanthropy, and the orders you have issued, 
will be cordially aided and obeyed even at the peril of 
our lives.” From Bahaji Bachaji, Minister of the Chief 
of Gondal. 

9. “ I have received your loiter, forwarding a procla- 
mation regarding the suppression of the wicked crime 
of Infanticide practised amongst the Jadejas. I have 
published the proclamation amongst the Grasias and 
others residing in the villages included in my farm. 
"With Colonel Walker originated the adoption of meas- 
ures for tjj**<SJblition of Infanticide, but it is you who 
have -rigorously carried those measures into execution 
up<5n a systematic plan. The ears of the community 
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arc at last opened, and they begin to see with their eyes. 
The inhuman custom continued, and your predecessors 
command went, but no one has been so fortunate as to 
deserve that credit before God and eternal fame with 
posterity which you have obtained. 1 shall adopt the 
arrangements you have directed, and communicate with 
you on the subject from time to time. I rejoice in two 
things — the exercise of virtue, and the attainment of 
that celebrity which is the inevitable concomitant.” 
From Baba Wasaikar, Farmer of the Taluka of DharolM 

10. “Your letter, dated the 7th August last, has ar- 
rived, and afforded me great pleasure. The proclama- 
tion regarding the daughters of .Tadcjas has also arriv- 
ed, and I have conversed with the Band on the subject. 
The Jaitwd tribe is not numerous ; there are only four 
Okalis, divisions. Orders have been issued to all of 
them to abstain from female Infanticide. The Rand is 
very much pleased that the attention of Government is 
engaged on a subject of such immense interest, and so 
conformable to the religion of all Dalions. The Jaitwa 
tribe, however, was not included in Colonel Walker’s 
arrangements for the suppression of Infanticide, because 
this (i. e. Porbandar) is a dharmardj or place where re- 
ligion is much respected, and the custom docs not pre- 
vail ; the four Okalis consist of only ten houses. I am 
much rejoiced that the precepts of religion arc to be en- 
forced, and I will co-operate.” From Mehta Nathvram 
Manjalji of For bandar. "f 

11. “ Your favour, together with the proclamation, 
has been received. The Jadejds, inputting their daught- 
ers to death, commit a great sin. The Shastras describe 
this sin as one of the greatest enormity. The custom of 
Infanticide is not sanctioned by any of Ibe Puranas that 
I have ever heard of. A woman cannot be deprived of 

4 * 

* [This letter is from a native of Wasai (or ’Raasi jja'i ne ar Bombay.] 

t [Of the practise of Infanticide by the Jaitwds of Porbandjp, Colo- 
nel Walker was well aware. See above, p. 72.] 
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life, oven if she is the most depraved and abandoned of 
her sex, The guilt, therefore, of putting an innocent 
infant to death is of the blackest dye. The BrilishjGrov- 
eminent, in abolishing this inhuman practice from mo- 
tives of religion and humanity, has gained for itself the 
highest reward of virtue. There axe certain tribes of 
Rajputs who put their daughters to death. The causes 
which appear to me to have led to the practice are men- 
tioned below. These causes, however, no longer exist, 
and it is unaccountable their still continuing to practice 
the crime. 

“The causes I mentioned are as follows: — 1. Up to 
thc^reign of Pritliirdj Chola, the bride was the property 
of the strongest who succeeded in taking possession of 
her person from the pavilion erected to celebrate her 
marriage. The contentions which ensued in conse- 
quence were of the bloodiest description. 2. The 
Simua. tribe of Rajputs gave a daughter in marriage 
amongst the Sarnma. tribe of Rajputs. Some causo ori- 
ginating in this connexion led to a lasting rupture be- 
tween the tribes. 3. The daughter of the Raja of 
Thathii was carried away by the KUalifah or Diwan of 
Baghdad.* 4. The Musalmans during their reign 

t 

* [This was a consiiloral le lime before the Sammis ot Sindh came 
into notice, the Khalif referred to being Walid, who died A. II. 98 or 
A. D. 715. It was in connexion With the daughters of Daha - of Do'rval 
or Tlifthi, that Muhammad Kisim, his general, the conqueror of Sindh 
and the Panjib, met his death. Respecting Ibis affair the most satis- 
factory account is the following, from the pen of Sir Henry Elliot. 
“Our authcaitieB diff&T respecting the mode of Muhammad Kasim's 
death; but it must be admitted that there is much more prolability in 
tlio statement of the Futdhu-l buldua than in that of the Chach-Niima , 
which is followed by ail the later writers The former states, that he 
was seized, fettered, imprisoned, and tortured to death by the Khalifs 
sanction; the latter, that the two daughters of Dahir, who had been 
sent to the capital for the Khalif's hararn, complained that they hod 
already been violated by their father’s conqueror; upon winch, the 
Kbnlif, in a ordered that he should bo sewn up in a raw 

cowbWe^tnd so transmitted to Damascus. When his body was ex- 
hibits^ to the unfortunate girls, they declared that their assertion was 
untrue, and that they had uttered it merely to be avenged cm the des- 
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forcibly possessed themselves of the duughlers of the. 
Rajputs, and great hatred and opposition between the 
castqs ensued in consequence. 

“To the above causes wns owing the practice amongst 
the Jadejas of putting their daughters to death. The 
present times arc, however, those of religion and virtue, 
and violence cannot be exercised by one individual 
against another. It is therefore unnecessary 1o continue 
the practice of infanticide. The greater portion of Ja- 
dejas do not adopt this dreadful crime; but those who 
do so will abstain, in obedience to the will of Govern- 
ment. As you have written to me to co-operatc in the 
abolition of the custom, and as it is a work of piety, no 
endeavours will be spared on my part. Write in return, 
commanding me to do you ^service.” From Rnnchodji 
Diw'an of J mag cul. * 

troyer of their family and country. The lalo goes on to say, that the 
capricious tyrant, in an agony of remorse for his hasty conduct, ordered 
them to 1 c immured alive. Others say, they were tied to horses’ tails, 
and so dragged about the city. The whole story certainly savours 
more of romance than reality, but the reason which has been advanced 
against it — namely, that the sewing up in a hide was a Tatar mode of 
punishment, and not Arab — constitutes no valid objection; for, though 
it undoubtedly was practised by the Tatars — as when the savage 
HaUgd murdered the last Kbalif of Baghdad — yet an earlier example 
might have been discovered in the Arab annals. Even before the time 
of the Sindh conquest, we find (he adherents of tho first Muiwiya en- 
closing the body of the Governor of Egypt in, the carcass of an ass, and 
burning both to ashes. And as for the general tone of romance which 
runs through the version of Muhammad KMm’s death, wo find a case 
somewhat parallel in contemporary history; for when Musa tho con- 
queror of Spain, was treated with similar indignity by SulaimdnMhe 
same relentless Khalif who persecuted the conqueror of Sindh — and 
was lingering in misery and exile at Mecca, the head of bis son, who 
had been murdered at Cordova was thrown down at his father’s feet, 
while the tyrant’s messenger taunted him in the midst of bis agony and 
despair.” — Appendix to Arabs of Sindh, unpublished, pp, 31, 32.] 

«« 

* [This Brihman minister of the Muhammadan state of Junag&d 
vyas one of tho best informed natives whom we ha^wfitjn India. He 
had even a tolerahle knowledge of Arabic, a language to which few of 
his caste ever pay any attention. He tokos an intelligent view of -some 
of the causes of infanticide.] . 
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“I have derived much pleasure from the receipt oi 
your letter. My people abuse the custom of the Jade- 
jas, and it is becoming of the just government pi the 
Sirkur, the protector of religion, to adopt the arrange- 
ments it has done; every one is pleased with this, Be- 
fore we give our daughters rn marriage to the Jadejas, 
we shall as directed, take the requisite writings from 
them to abstain from female infanticide. I write this for 
your in foi matron ” Fi om Raw at Jelavji Malharj', Share- 
holder of the village of Ralanpur Dctmart." 

There is an air of apparent simplicity and earnest- 
ness in lliesc communications. The cau'o is easily 
discovered. The conviction of Suraji and the oilier 
Jadejas who had been found guilty of infanticide show- 
ed them that the British Government had really deter- 
mined no longer to be trifled with. The respect and 
obedience which they express is certainly greatly in 
advance of tho early days of British intercommunion 
with the natives of Ivdlhiawdd, 

Mr. Willoughby, to whom they were addressed, was 
soon removed, in the exigencies of the public service, 
fiom Kathiawar! to the seat of the presidency. On 
leaving Gujarat he gave over charge of the Political 
Agency at Rajkot to Captain Lang, his first assistant, 
who was both theoretically and practically acquainted 
with all his plans and proceedings; and who ably and 
strenuously represented in the province all his views 
and feelings. In Bombay, he was not lost to the cause 
of the suppression of Infanticide. First, as Political 
Secretary to Government; then, as Chief Secretary ; and 
lastly, as Member of Council, he continued for a period 
of twelve years its prime reviewer and director at the 
seat of authority, under all the governors from Sir Robert 
Grant to Lord Falkland, who, without exception, had 
the good sense to rely on his thorough consideratron’of 
eveiy conjyua.wBualion respecting it, and the judicious 
counsej which he had ever to offer. His services in 
Boifibay for tho Suppression of Infanticide were scarcely 
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less important, indeed, than those in Kathinwacl, the 
scene of the crime. 

It felt to the lot of Captain Lang in due time to re- 
move the attachment from the estate of Suriiji, the Tha- 
kur of Kajkot, on his payment of the fine imposed upon 
him; to receive the securities for his observance of his 
renewed engagements to abstain from the practice of 
infanticide ; to arrange the aftaiis of liis State, which for 
a considerable time had been in a condition of pecu- 
niary and fiscal disorder; to secure the banishment from 
it of the agents through whose unfaithfulness it had been 
involved in trouble ; and to sanction the appointment of 
their successor. All these delicate duties, he discharged 
in a manner which called forth the expression of the 
highest approbation of Government. 



CHAPTER X. 


MR. JAMES ERSKINE’s REPORT ON INFANTICIDE IN KA.'- 

TIIIaVvD AND THE ESTIMATE FORMED OP IT BY TTIE 

BOMBAY GOVERNMENT. 

Mr. J vues Eh&kine. of the Civil Service, succeeded 
Mr. Willoughby in the political agency in Kafhidwad. 
He was a man of education and ability, but neither his 
mental nor economical habitude peculiarly fitted him 
for the important duties of the office to which he was 
thus called. The suppression of Infanticide, however, 
comparatively speaking, received much of his attentiou. 
He addressed a long communication to Government on 
the subject, by way of a report for 1835 and 1836, on 
the 30th June, 1S37. 

In the document now referred to, Mr. Erskine, in the 
first instance, adverts to the cases of the crime which 
had been brought to the cognizance of the agency since 
Mr. Willoughby’s report of September 1834. After men- 
tioning those of Suraji, 'Viraji, and Durgaji of Mhawa, 
to which wo have already referred, he notices several 
which had been judicially investigated without the 
crime being proved. He then compares bis own returns 
of the Jiidejn. population with those of Mr. Willoughby, 
showing, that overlooking a few errors and defects, the 
latter, notwithstanding that in the first instance they 
had been furnished by the Jadejas themselves, were not 
on the wb olp^ eedciilated to mislead Mr. Willoughby in 
his judgment of the state of the Jadeja population. He 
shows in particular that during the eighteen months 
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subsequent to Mr. Willoughby’s proclamation seventy- 
three females had been preserved, “upwards of forty of 
whofl^, would in the absence of Mr. Willoughby’s ex- 
ertions have met with inevitable destruction and that 
there was the appearance that the taluk as of Draplid 
and Murvl had wholly abandoned the crime of Infant- 
icide. 

After noticing Mr. Willoughby’s report, and the 
decisions of Government to which it gave rise, Mr. Ers- 
kino proceeds to slate his own views of the difficulties 
which still existed in the way of the final triumph of 
the cause of humanity, — which he represents as still very 
great, — and to point out what he conceived to be the 
defects of the coercive measures then in force. He com- 
plains of the sudden and unexpected strictness of the ' 
British Government in 1834 and 1S35, after so many 
years of aparent apathy, though he ought to have been 
aware that after all the negociations, and entreaties, and 
warnings of the Government, this strictness could not 
on the part of the Jade jus be legitimately objected to ; 
and he intimates that all over the province Suraji was 
considered a martyr, while a correct estimate of the feel- 
ing of the people on the subject, might have taught him, 
that however inadequate their views of the crime of In- 
fanticide might be, they acquiesced in the justice of 
Suraji’s punishment.# Ho considers the system of in- 
formers destructive to the social system and embaras- 
sing to Government, overlooking its necessity, and 
aggravating its evils. He declares the inability of Gov- 
ernment to protect informers and witnesses from the 
vengeance of delinquents ; while he ought mefely to 
have recognized a simple difficulty in the matter, even 

* The author of this narrative can give his own testimony on this 
subject. During several longjourneys in Kathiawad from the year of 
Surlji’s condemnation to the present time, he has observed enough to 
convince him that the sympathy of the people , hotiTr«^4gftcien.l in in- 
tensity, has all along been in favour of Government In the matter of Su- 
r&Jt’s punishment. -> 
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though there was reason to fear that some of the wit- 
nesses in the eases which had passed before the review 
of Government, had not met with fair treatment./ Hi- 
gorous investigations oidcred by Government and con- 
sequent punishment on conviction, he holds, lead to 
stricter vigilance in the commission of the crime by 
those who practice it; and he intimates bin own personal 
failure during his agency to convict any party, though 
he had brought several persons to trial, a fact which 
might have been accounted for by his neglect of private 
preliminary investigations. He holds that by ourselves 
punishing inferior Jddejas, we transfer the responsi- 
bility from chief* to vassals, contrary to the principles 
of Colonel 'Walker’s political settlement of the pro- 
vince, forgetting that the chiefs were bound to surrender 
their vassals to Justice, that it is quite competent for 
Government to employ their authority in every in- 
stance that they may seem disposed to make a good use 
of that authority, and that in the matter of infanticide 
both chiefs and vassals were actually made amenable, 
by the precise terms of their engagement wilh Colonel 
Walker, to the British and Gaikaw&d authorities, and 
though he himself in another portion of his letter says, 
“To try the people who commit the crime by their bro- 
thers and instigators needs only to be mentioned to de- 
monstrate its inutility.” He objects fo the trial of crimi- 
nals before the High Court of Justiciary in Kathiawad, 
on the ground that “ to select Kdthi and Musalman as- 
sessors would have the effect of impressing the Rajputs 
with an idea of injustice,” forgetting that such an objec- 
tion as this is applicable to every class of people coming 
before that court as well as Jddejas. And he declares 
that he considers the punishments actually inflicted by 
Government as inexpedient, till n wholesome public 
opinion ia prepared to sanction them. 

Passing ^frfii»othe coercive measures of Government 
Me. Exskine comments on those of a “ sumptuary” cha- 
racter. The rewards given to Jddejas who had preserv- 
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ed their daughters, he thinks well bestowed. lie ques- 
tions, however, llic propriety of the allotment of funds 
to aid in the marriage of the daughters of Jadejas. He 
justly ^complains of the cxtravaganl expcnces of these 
Raj puls in the matter of marriage. He states that the 
kindness of Government in dealing with them had in 
certain instances been misapplied. 

Mr. Erskine concludes his report by making certain 
suggestions to Government in aid of the cause vvhich 
he had at heart. He acknowledges the help which lie 
had received in maturing them from Captains Lang and 
Jacob bis own assistants inKathiawad ; Captain Burncs, 
assistant political agent in Kachh ; and Colonel Shir- 
reft’, the commandant at Rajkot. And he recapitu- 
lates, principally from Colonel Walker’s papers, the 
history of the Jadejas, with the view of showing the 
importance and applicability of his measures to their 
actual circumstances.* 

* In this digression of Mr. Erskine, he notices tho family prospects 
of the higher Jidejis with respect to the marriago of their daughters. 
The Raos of Kachh had preserved none of their legitimate females till 
the present generation. Jim Tamacbt of Nawinagar saved n daughter 
sixty-three years ago, who was married to the Riji of Jandpur, when 
he was on a pilgrimage to Dwiraki. A sister of one of tho Jdms be- 
fore the invasion of Kilhiiwid had been married to llio viceroy of 
Ahmadihid. These were tho only instances of daughters being saved 
in the family of the Jams tiA within three years of tho date of Mr. 
Erafcme’s report, when the Jim, having been out on a visit to Mr. 
Willoughby on the confinement of his wife, found on his return home a 
female child a few hours old, whom he consequently spared, declaring 
that it was his naelb or fate. “The Jim,” says Mr. Erskine in a 
memorandum annexed by him, “professes to give his daughters to the 
chief of the Draegodri family, or his eldest son and heir, as head of 
the Jhili tribe j to no others in Kithiiwdd ; but be has never yet given 
one. In Rajputani, Jaipur, and Jaudpnr only, but they will not take 
them. [1] But only one daughter of Jam Likhijx’s has been preserved 
for .fheae ten generations, and she was given to Ramsingbji of Jaudpur. 
Jim will take from Dringadra, Bhuvanagnr, Sodhaj from the head 
family of each only. Tho Dringadrd Rija will glTis-hk daughter to 
Jim end Ran of Kachh, Porbandar, and (thoBbifyid of Kachh). He 
will take from the head Jidejis such as the Bhiiyid of the iam,vand 

It 
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Mr, Etskinc’s suggestions were the following. 1. All 
the Rajput chiefs in K&thiawacl should be required lo 
“ enter into an engagement that they will not givo^their 
daughters lo any tribe who will not give their daugh- 
ters in return.” The effect of this arrangement, it was 
said, would be, that “the pride and the determined 
wickedness of the Jaclcjas will thereby be struck at and 
their proper position in society be defined without any 
violent measures.” 2. The Jadeja ohiefs, agreeably to 
a proposal of Captain Lang, should be required to limit 
the cxpences of the marriages of their daughters,* and 
they should bo informed “ that Government would 

Waghc'las, Chawad is, and Gohils. The Raja of Bhdwanagar will give 
to the Jdm and to the chief family oi the Jh.ilas. Ho will take from 
the Pramars, petty JhdUa, Waghe'las, and Jailwas; will give to Jade- 
jfts and Jhilis, and will take from petty Jhalds and Jodejas. Jadojas 
and Sodhas will also give their illegitimate daughters to Musalmans. 

Instances have happened of this WAgho’lds will take from 

JMlas, Pranidrs, Rablods, and will give to Jhalas, Jddejas, and Gohils. 
Pramars will give lo every sect of Rajputs, and will take from Jddojds, 
Gohils, and Jhalis.” 

* The following is an important extract of a letter on this subject 
addressed by Capt. Lang to Mr. Eiskine, dated 14th April, 1837. “I 
take the opportunity of informing you, that when lately absent from 
Rajkot, I remarked with sincere plcasuie in many, indeed almost all 
the Jadejis I met with, considerable anxiety as to how they were to 
dispose of their daughters in marriage, and was requested by several to 
make some arrangements for them on«this subject. This feeling, I 
never observed before, and it shows most clearly a determination, for 
the present at all events, to renounce the inhuman practice of infanti- 
cide, Every possible attention ought of course to be paid to their 
wishes, which are simply that they should be able to bestow their 
daughters on their oquols in rank, and not be obliged to incur a larger 
sum on account of the marriage expenses of those than is incurred by 
other Rajputs whose daughteis they receive iu maniage. As the Jdcle- 
jas formerly presen ed very few females, there was no difficulty in get- 
ting them married into Jliala families, even superior to their own in 
ranks but when the number of female Jadejds increasos, the other Jtaj- 
put tribes, and paiticularly the Jhalds, to whom the Jddejds prefer 
giving iheit-daugfttSVs, will no doubt be ambitious of forming much 
higher connexions than they aro satisfied with or even think of at pre- 
seat, fhie mere especially as the J&^ejfi, tribe is very much more nu- 
merous in K&hiA\vdd thaA the Jhaia. It is therefore, I think, highly 
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assist the indigonl to the same cxlcnt as any other 
caste.” 3. A penalty for the praclicc of infanticide 
shonM be specified, to consist in loss of girtis, or herita- 
ble territorial righls, and degradation. 4. The princi- 
ple of the responsibility of chiefs for the conduct of their 
vassals should be observed. 5. “The minute scrutiny 
of the census to be the test, and all chiefs to grant their 
efficient aid to the census.”^ 6. An amncsly should be 
granted to offenders for a limited period. “ In the Gov- 
ernment letter of the 9th July, 1836, 5th paragraph, the 
views of Government are more vehemently expressed as 
to the rigour to be pursued in cases of suspected infant- 
icide ; 1 Captain Lang’s remark of the necessity of a 
clear and rigorous examination of every case to which 
the smallest suspicion attaches, is, in the opinion of the 
Right Honorable the Governor in Council, perfectly just.’ 
I therefore beg to submit to the wisdom of the Honorable 
Board the proposition that the period of two years or 
such oilier lime as Government shall decide shall be 
granted to the Jadcjas and others in the habit of com- 
mitting the crime during which time no investigation 

desirable that all the most respectable JM1&. chiofs and Grasids should 
he invited to attend at Rajlraf, the former deputing others to act for 
them, if they prefer it, in order to discuss the subject with a few of the 
most respectable Jadejds in presence of the political agent. No meas- 
ures, except of persuasion, could of oourse he used, but it might bo 
pointed out to the Mils how much the success of the case depends 
upon them, and that Government would expect from them every rea- 
sonable assistance in furthering it. I am strongly of opinion, that much 
good would result from this in enabling the Jldejds to dispense with the 
heavy expense which now attends the marriages of their daughters ; 
but even if nothing else wore gained, it would seme to evince the deep 
interest ‘which we take in everything connected with the abolition of 
infanticide, and our willingness to assist in every way in aur power in 
promoting the groat object in view. Should the experiment succeed 
with the Jhald Rajputs, it could afterwards be extended to the other 
tribes, to whom the poorer among the Jddejas now give their daughters 
occasionally, and all eventually must do when the .Jggpy period arrives 
when infanticide, that foul blot On human nature, shaTTSW onger exist 
nlK^hilwdd,” • 

'W 

* Mr. Ersklne in another portion of his letter says, “It may appear 
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shall be made cither with regard to former or late cases, 
and that the result of the Census at the termination, of 
that period shall be the ’test.” 7. The assistance pf the 
Rao of Kaehh should be secured, and an assembly of 
Jadeja chiefs should be held at Bhuj to concert meas- 
ures for regulating their marriage practices so as to 
make them tend to the suppression of infanticide. 8. 
Education should be vigorously promoted in the pro- 
vince of ICathiawad.” 

Into the reasons of the last mentioned recommenda- 
tion, Mr. Erskiue enters at length, and with propriety 
and tact. 

“I now come to the last proposition which my judg- 
ment dictates to me to bo submitted to Ihe Right 
Honourable the Governor in Council, to the end of the 
abolition of the iniquity, and I confess my implicit con- 
viction that it is not only the best, but the only means 
by which Government has it in its power effectually and 
finally to eradicate the atrocious crime now under con- 
sideration : I moan education, mental improvement, and 
moral amelioration of the mass of the people, ‘ Virtutis 
indag-atrix expultrixque viliorim,’ and without which 
all our best efforts must be abortive among such a po- 
pulation. Drowned in ignorance, superstition, and vice, 

inconsistent with the view of the question I have expressed throughout 
this report regarding the ovils of domestic inquisition for me to recom- 
mend the continuance of the census which must involve inquisition to 
a certain extent, X should greatly rcjoico wore there any plan which 
seemed at all feasible by which the step might he avoided. But after 
the repeated breach of faith on the part of the Jddejas it is evident that 
it would be trilling with the subject to roly on their promises, and no 
means exist but the census of ascertaining the fact of having kept their 
engagements or not, Besides, conciliatory conduct on the part of the 
censors, one of whom Government has already sanctioned is to he a 
respectable woman, and care in paying every attention to the feelings 
of the people which the nature of the case will admit will softe&'tal 
much as we havgj^in our power the eyil which It is indespensably 
necessary WTncurT” All this is as reasonable as it is inconsistent with 
MuBhsShie’s general scrupulosity as to the invasion of JSdejd privacy, 
the privacy of atrocious murderers. 



EDUCATION PROPOSED BY MR. ERSTCINE. 229 


what engine can be used to reclaim them? As to the 
Jadejas themselves, any reasonable man would at once 
declare that no law could control their iniquity. The 
voice mf conscience, the representative of God in the 
hearts of men, is entirely hushed in the bi easts of those 
relentless wretches. To awaken within them this divine 
monitor, to what earthly power can we appeal? Tt is 
true that no one becomes infamous at once, bat it is 
equally so that no one sunk in the deepest abyss of ini- 
quity can ever suddenly become virtuous. Tt has been 
well remarked, that, ‘ when we look into the history of 
the world, two things are seen upon every page, man’s 
ignorance and man’s wickedness. History presents 
another truth : the most ignorant individuals, as well us 
nations, havo been the most vicious and degraded. 
(The Jadejas themselves arc a forcible example of this 
truth.) The present condition of the world reveals 
slavery and misery where the people are ignorant, and 
liberty and happiness whcie there is mental and moral 
light ; where the mind is not improved by virtue and* 
knowledge, it will be governed and debased by the* 
passions and appetites, and employed in planning and 
executing that which destroys happiness and present 
improvement. How far human suffering may be attri- 
buted to ignorance, or how iqany of the evils which 
have and do still exist among the inhabitants of the 
earth originated from ignorance, would be difficult to 
ascertain, but we know enough to be assured that the 
amount of suffering from ignorance is unmeasurable, 
and the evils unmeasurable.’ Ignorance has not only 
multiplied evils by misapplying what is good, but has 
given an imaginary existence to many of the most fear- 
ful nature which have Tong distressed and enslaved the 
human race. Ignorance und error have always led to 
the commission of the most atrocious deeds of wicked- 
ness, and to the habitual adherence to e#ime.” 

"I have already ekerled myself towards this^obiect by 
disseminating copies of two small works jp Gujaj&ti 
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wliicb I originally procured from my friend Mr. Wilkin- 
son.* I have distributed copies 1o every Jadejsi, and many 
other Rajput chiefs, msftry of whom eagerly ace/plcd 
them. I have with the assistance of the two pandits 
whom I brought with me from Bombay, translated se- 
veral different works into Gujarati for distribution 
among the chiefs and such as will valne them. A short 
history of iho stale of England, moral talcs, grammars, 
spelling-books, Ac. are already completed, and ready 
to be transmitted to Bombay to bo lithographed. If 
Government will in their wisdom grant an amnesty to- 
wards this blind and misguided racn, I will occupy my 
lime in travelling over the province, addressing myself 

* [These were translations from tl»a Hindi and Brij Bhasha into 
Gujarati of two tracts, composed almost entirely on the principles of 
Hinduism, under the auspices of Mr. Lancelot Wilkinson of the Bom- 
bay Civil Service, a most zealous agent in the cause of the suppression 
of Infanticide among the Rajputs of Central India. Of one of them 
the following notice is by JVIr. Wathon, Chief-Secretary to the Bom- 
bay Government and an eminent orientalist. 

"This work is the production of a Brahman named Omkfir Bhatja. 
It commences with praise of Vishnu in the shape of GowaTdhan, and 
mention of the blessings to lie acquired by offering up prayers to that 
deity. 

"Ho then proceeds lo satirize the Rajputs of Mfiwa, and describes 
them os a dirty and vicious tribe, who liar e lost all their original virtues 
from following impure practices. He them proceeds to point out the 
great sin incurred by killing a human being, and states that it is not to 
be expiated by any subsequent penance or pilgrimages. The poet 
points out that it is not allowed or enjoined by any of (he holy books, 
but on the contrary that they command life to bo invariably cherished. 
He abuses them for their avarice, in killing their daughters to save the 
expence of giving a dowry. He recommonds them by every argument 
and quotation he can, to put a stop to the unnatural practice of killing 
female children ; and promises eternal rewards and lasting blessings to 
those who will introduce a refoim among their tribes by conforming to 
the real maxims and rules of religion.” Of this Work, somewhat 
modified, 700 copies were printed by the Government and sent for4is- 
tribulion to Ka(hwwiid. It was an unsuitable document for the 
phtlrouage qjteGhristion Government. We must not preach supersti- 
tion tjr practise imposture, either directly or indirectly, even to promote 
the" - cause of humanity.] 



EDUCATION PROPOSED 13 V MR. ERKKINE. 231 

to the chiefs themselves personally, calling upon any 
latent good feelings which may still lie, though dor- 
mant, in their breasts, exhorting them 1o adherence to 
their engagements and the practice of value. By such 
means, even with the limited acquaintance I possess of 
the manners and customs of the natives of the Penin- 
sula, J feel confident of gaining a large number of con- 
verts to the cause of virtue, even if I should not succeed 
in entirely abolishing Ihe atrocity. In the letter dated 
27th April 1836, from the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, it is clearly stated that ‘Mr. Willoughby’s 
report on the effect of our measures for the suppression 
of infanticide in Kathiawar! is highly creditable to him, 
and is on the whole satisfactory. For though it shows 
that the practice still prevails very extensively, it shows 
also that a great and progressive decrease lias been 
produced by the efforts of the British Government.’ It 
is impossible not to concur in the observations of Mr. 
Willoughby when he says, flint ‘to effect Ihe complete 
extinction of the practice, we must enlist the feeling of 
the community on our side.’# 

“This is the direct and most true policy, ‘truth pre- 
vails by delay and exposure ;’ and by a steady adher- 
ence to such principles the truth must eventually con- 
quer. The principles upon which I propose to act are 
all in perfect accordance with the above expressed opi- 
nion.” “Again let us consider the immense advantages 
we shall acquire by having c fleeted this desirable re- 
formation by gentle means instead of violent. When 
its final abolition shall have been effected the people 
will look back with astonishment at the wickedness of 
their fathers, and learn to bless the British Government, 
who had conducted them by sure and firm, steps to a 
state of virtue and happiness.” 

The education of the Jadejas and other tribes in Iva- 
$riawfid is undoubtedly a necessity, uTtsooiglelc their 

* [The necessity of this has been universally admitted] m 
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aversion to infanticide and other atrocious crimes. The 
kind of education, required by them, on which Mr. 
Erskinc says but little, is undoubtedly that of l^iltoii 
as defined to Master Hartlib, “ the end” of which “ is to 
repair the ruins of our first parents by regaining to know 
God aright, and out of that knowledge to love him, to 
imitate him, to be like him, as we may the nearest by 
possessing our souls of true virtue, which being united 
to the heavenly grace of faith, makes up the highest 
perfection.” Though an ordinary economical education 
cannot fail to he highly useful to the Jaclcjas, it is only 
that of a right religions character which can be blessed 
to the renovation of their hearts and the radical change 
of their course of life. 

Mr. Erskinc, in the conclusion of his letter proposed 
that an amendment of Mr. Willoughby’s proclamation 
should he rc-issued to the Jadejas, and that a meeting 
of Jidejas should he called by him for conference on 
the subject of infanticide. And he refers to enclosures 
showing the state of the Infanticide Fund, which had a 
balance in its favour of Es. 1,115,525. 6.2.; and of 
agreements, entered into by certain chiefs of Mahva for 
the abolition of Infanticide on the solicitation of Mr. 
Lancelot Wilkinson, whose zeal in the cause was wor- 
thy of all praise.* 

* These resolutions, adopted by ten RdjSs and Rajput chiefs were 
the following. 1. "The chief cause wlueh has led Rajputs to destroy 
their daughters is that several families of Rajputs will receive in mar- 
ring® the daughters of Rajputs of several other tribes, but they refuse 
to give to them their own daughters in return. They thus are reduced 
to difficulty in getting what they deem a suitable match for their daught- 
ers. Under this fancied difficulty, they destroyed their daughters on 
their birth. On this account it has now been resolved, that every 
Rfy'd and chief shall issue in his own limits an injunction, that no Raj- 
put shall give his daughter in marriage to another who is not ready to 
give him his daughter in marriage in thoso families who will give their 
daughters. Z. It has-been already resolved that any Rajput who shall 
destroy his dsstghter shall be deprived of his patrimonial rights and ex- 
communicated, and these penalties doubtlessly will be enforced upon 
suolftm offendejt, but he also, who after preserving hie daughter shall 
take any money. from his son-in-law, shall be excommunicated; if he 
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On the arrival of Mr. Ersldnc’s letter in Bombay, it 
was handed by Sir Robert Grant, — ihen personally 
busy**;with the case of the ambitious bul conlempliblo 
projects of the Raja of Satara for the cjcclion of the Bri- 
tish from India, — to Mr. Secretary Willoughby, who 
went over it with the greatest attention and urbanity, not- 
withstanding the crudeness and rashness of many of 
its speculations and statements, making it the subject 
of an elaborate memorandum. The noble-minded Sir 
Robert Grant was not spared to talco this valuable do- 
cument into consideration ; but it met with ample jus- 
tice from Mr. James Farish, his temporary successor in 
the Government, and his associates in the Council, Mr. 
(now Sir George) Anderson, and Mr. J. A. Dunlop. 
The principal minutes upon it of these excellent gentle- 
men were the following. 

“ Mr. Erskine’s Infanticide Report for 1835 and 1836 
has been so fully analyzed by Mr. Willoughby, in his 
valuable memorandum on this imporlant and interest- 
ing subject, that it will be unnecessary for me to enter 
at all into detail. 

is poor and destitute of means, let his family and friends give him as- 
sistance to enable him to marry his daughter suitably to his name ; if 
destitute of powerful friends, lot the Rdjd and olu'ef in whose territory 
he resides give him assistance and provide for the marriage of his 
daughter. 3. Bliats and Chilians have claims from of old against Raj- 
puts on the occasion, of their marriage. We hereby fix a maximum of 
what is to be paid to them according to the rank and circumstances of 


Rajputs; viz. 

By RSjUs to eachBhat and ChSran.. Rs. 10 0 

By TMkurs of villages to ditto „ 0 8 0 

By Rajputs holding rent-fiee lands to ditto.. „ 0 4 0 

By poor Rajputs in service as sepoys to ditto ,, 0 2 0 


No more than the fees as above fixed are to bo given by any Rajputs 
on occasion ol marriages, This is to bathe custom ; if any Rajput 
from a desire to procure a good name, wish to give more, let him do so 
on any other day. Against his so doing thore is no prohibition.” As 
framed by the Rdjfa themselves such economical arnwgcpuyits as these 
are unobjectionable; but they are not in themeelves matters (jjr direct 
British interference. 
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“Both these gentlemen have brought to this subject 
the warmest zeal to accomplish the most benevolent 
object, and have been actuated in the measure^* they 
have adopted by the most earnest desire to suppress and 
put an end to the revolting and wicked practice of fe- v 
male infanticide, by every effort which has suggested 
itself for their judgment as best adapted to that end, 
though they differ in some respects. Mr. 'Willoughby’s 
matured judgment, and knowledge of the people, lead 
me to acquiesce in his proposed amendments of the sug- 
gestions of Mr. Erskinc. 

“The success which has attended Mr. Willoughby’s 
efforts is very strikingly shown by the number of female 
children preserved of those born in the last year of his 
agency, and the one following it, although as embracing 
only 12 instead of 18 months, and omitting the talukd 
of Nawanngar, they exhibit a result very much short of 
what might have been given. 

“Whatever recommendation or otherwise the preli- 
minary inquiry into charges may have in ordinary ques- 
tions of a local nature, in those connected with infanti- 
cide I think them of very great importance, particularly 
as tending to prevent groundless or malicious charges 
being brought before the public* and the character of 
the accused unnecessarily injured. The suggestion of 
the Political Secretary should be adopted. 

“The persecution which it appears the chief of Raj- 
kot has exercised towards the conn|xions of the party 
who informed against him should be inquired into, and 
redressed as pointed out in paragraph 21. 

“ It is to be regretted that Mr. Ersldne had not more 
carefully looked into the proceedings of his predecessor, 
nor possessed the documents which should now be sent 
him as suggested in paragraph 48 of the memorandum, 
when he would have been satisfied that measures of a 
concilialqfty character formed as much a part of his 
prinbijile of proceeding as of his own ; and in the cons- 
picuous and acknowledged success which has attended 



ON SIR. erskine'h REPORT. 


235 


those principles of proceeding, lie would have found a 
more solid ground of commendation then any which he 
has adduced as the basis for condemning them. 

“ In Mr. Willoughby’s remark upon the eight propo- 
4 sitions of Mr. Ersldno for effecting the great benevolent 
object in view in paragraphs 32 to 41 of the memoran- 
dum, I entirely concur. I am qnite at a loss 1o conceive 
how in his sixth proposition he could have proposed the 
degree of impunity for the crime of which they have 
had such full knowledge, and of the penalties attaching 
to it through Mr. Willoughby’s proclamation. On the 
eighth proposition, I think the Honourable Court should 
be strongly recommended to authorize an expenditure 
sufficient to ensure efficient measures for the diffusion 
of education in Kathiawar] . 

“The proclamation proposed should bo amended by 
embodying much of that of 1834, so tlial it shall appear 
distinctly as a continuation of the former proclamations. 
I object to the circular because of the inconsistency that 
would be involved in our issuing a document speaking 
of the Shastras as containing a declaration of ihe true 
law of God. By avoiding such questionable, or rather 
erroneous statement, and simplifying and shortening 
the circular somewhat as proposed in 44, it would be 
much improved. The meeting of the chiefs, if it can be 
effected in the spirit anticipated by Mr. Ersldne, will, I 
trust, be attended with the benefits lie anticipates. 

“In conclusion, I have to observe that the few re- 
marks I have offered on the interesting reports before 
the Board, and the Political Secretary’s valuable memo- 
randum on It, touch but on few of the points which de- 
served notice. I felt, however, that I could not improve 
upon the several recommendations which Mr. Willough- 
by lias offered, and I would therefore suggest that he 
be'requested to frame, in the spirit of his 46th para- 
graph, a reply to Mr, Erskine, embracing them. 

The whole subject will also be reported to the Ho- 
nourable Cottrl.' — James Farish. 



238 MINUTES OJ? MESSRS, DUNLOP AND ANDERSON 


“ I quite agree in the general propositions for the sup- 
pression of Infanticide, but entertain doubts of the ad- 
vantages to be expected from general convocations of 
ignorant, prejudiced men, who are confessedly incom- 
petent to enter into or comprehend our views, but who „ 
seem to me quite as likely to confirm and embitter each 
others prejudices, as to be converted to our way of think- 
ing, while it may tend to give combined habits of action 
not desirable to encourage. — J. A.. Dunlop, 

“I entiely concur in the view Mr. Willoughby has 
taken of Mr. Erskinc’s report, and in the measures he 
suggests when lie differs from Mr. Erskine. 

“The mode Mr. Willoughby points out in his 7th 
paragraph for inquiring into these cases, I consider 
eminently wise, and it should be alone followed. 

“ Mr. Etskine’s proposition that no proceedings should 
be held on these eases for two years, I should strongly 
object to, as unnecessary for information to put the Ja- 
dejas on their guard ; for information of our abhorrence 
of the practice they already possess, as also of the pe- 
nalties to which the practice renders them liable. It 
would tend to throw a doubt upon our former proceed- 
ings ; to those proceedings, in some measure, the colour 
of injustice in our not having given such law of warning 
before, and lead to some doubt if up to this point we had 
really been in earnest. 

“I do not see either any necessity for the proposed 
proclamation; it proclaims what is sufficiently known, 
and I do not suppose any one really suspects that any 
good would come of it. 

“ I admit that education and knowledge will ultimate- 
ly change the feelings and habits of a whole people ; 
but this is a work of time; and it is not to knowledge 
so gained that we must look for the cessation of this 
great crime, but to the measures of Government, used 
with pritdence^md conciliation. Our progress since 
Mt. 'V^ilfoughby’s administration has been great, and 
entitles him to the highest praise. Many have written 
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much, but in liis measures wo find a practical result, and 
till we find a better and more practical result promised, 
and believe it will occur from other measures, I think 
those fie adopted, and has now so satisfactorily explained, 
ought to be persisted in. — G. W. Anderson. J. A. 
Dunlop. 

The reply sent by Government to Mr. Erskine was 
the following. We insert it nearly in full as a com- 
plete explanation and vindication of the measures origi- 
nally adopted on the suggestion and recommendation 
of Mr. Willoughby, and which when carried into effect, 
have really accomplished that suppression of the great 
crime of Infanticide which Government lmd so long and 
so much at heart. 

j Bombay Castle , 16 f A February 1839, 

“ Sir, — I am directed by the Right Honourable the 
Governor in Council to acknowledge 1 lie rcceipl of your 
report on Female Infanticide in Kathiawnd, for the years 
1835 and 3 836, dated 30th June 1837, with its several 
enclosures; and in reply to communicate to you the 
following observations and instructions on the subject. 

“ In the 4th paragraph of your report, the different cases 
of infanticide which wore investigated during the two 
years above mentioned arc roviewed. These amount to 
13 in number, five of which occurred in 1835, and eight 
in 1836. During the first year (1835) conviction fol- 
lowed in four cases, and oven in the fifth case no rea- 
sonable doubt could be entertained of the guilt of the 
accused, although the evidence was deemed insufficient 
for a judicial conviction. In 3836, however, although 
in several cases strong presumptions of guilt existed, 
there was not a single instance of conviction. The 
Governor in Council considers the difference in the re- 
sults to be as remarkable as it is unfortunate. It may 
doubtless, in part, be fairly attributed to increased vigi- 
lance and to the adoption of precautiohSty m insures on 
the part of those by whom this revolting crime is com- 
mitted, to conceal it, inconsequence of 1 h e convictidhs 
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of 1833. Government cannot, however, resist the im- 
pression that there nmst have been some defect or mis- 
management in conducting the investigations of J.836. 
It appears to the Governor in Council obvious tliav these 
inquiries cannot be conducted on ordinary principles 
with any prospect of a successful termination. The 
mode adopted by your predecessor, whenever a case of 
infanticide came to his knowledge ; was, in the first in- 
stance to hold a preliminary inquiry in private, previous 
to the accused party being placed publicly on his trial, 
in order to satisfy himself that reasonable grounds ex- 
isted for the charge, and that it was sustained by suffi- 
cient evidence. I am desired to draw your attention to 
this point, in answer to some of the objections urged by 
yon. to the system yon found in force, on your assuming 
charge of the administration of affairs in ICathiawad. 
One great advantage attending this mode of procedure 
is, that false accusations are thereby checked in limine , 
and the Governor in Council entertains no doubt that 
from the course adopted by your predecessor, had lhat 
officer continued in Katliidwad, several of the cases pub- 
licly investigated in 1836 would never have proceeded 
beyond the preliminary investigation above adverted 
to. ‘The Governor in Council considers it to be the 
duty of the Political Agent to investigate every charge 
of infanticide which may come to his knowledge, with- 
out reference to the quarter from which it may proceed ; 
but that, in the first instance, his inquiries should be 
private, and that when in this manner he has satisfied 
himself that fair grounds exist for putting the accused 
on his trial, he should do so, but not before. In every 
case, however, whether of abandoning or persevering in 
the inquiry, a full report of the proceedings held should 
be submitted to Government, 9 

“ In the 7th paragraph of your report, the Jadejd po- 
pulation is eofl^rasted from the date of your predeces- 
sor's proclamation, or the end of the year 1834, up to 
th© middle of 1836. The following table shows the 
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proportion of males and females, of and under the age 
of 20, in each taluka, except N aw an agar, from which 
district no census had, at the date of your report, been 
obtained. 


TaltiM. 



Taluka. 



1. Jlffo'kol 


11 

15. TTadolf 

10 . UatU 

0 

1 

2. ShahpGr 


5 

2 

3. MliatVft 

Hi 

i 

17. 1U1 

8 

2 


u 

5 

18. ViratvA 

2 


5. Dhiuol 

2(18 

88 


0 

2 

G. 8atudw Wfiwarii. 

to 

27 ' 

20. KofhftrU 

4 

1 

7. Drflpli* 

0.1 

so 

21. Kotluujit Niifll 
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1 
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51 
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10 

13 
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18 
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7 
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m 

413 


“Altogether, however, there 424 Jadejd females liv- 
ing ; of whom 4 are widows, 70 married, 92 betrothed, 
and 258 unbetrothed ; and since your predecessor’s re- 
turns 9 casualties have occurred. 

“The Governor in Council considers the following 
remarks contained in the seventh paragraph of your re- 
port on the results exhibited in the above table, as par- 
ticularly deserving of attention. ‘It appears, therefore, 
thnl there are 123 male Jadejas of the age of one year 
and under now alive, and 73 females; this must be ad- 
mitted to be highly satisfactory to the cause of huma- 
nity, as proving lhat, in consequence of the measures 
put in force, 73 female infants have been preserved dur- 
ing the 18 months immediately subsequent to the pro- 
clamation, upwards of 40 of whom would in the absence 
of Mr. Willoughby’s exertions have met with inevitable 
destruction. The year before the census has a show of 
102 males, and only 20 females, evidencing that nearly 
80 infants must have been put to death. But to pursue 
the scrutiny further, and from more narrow inspection 
of it, a more satisfactory result even than the above with 
respect to the prospect of the final dTUnctian of the 
crime becomes apparent, namely, that there is, every 
hope that the two taluk&s of Murvi and Drapha have 
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effected an abolition of the atrocious practice in their 
respective limits. There may have been isolated in- 
stances of the commission of the crime in the Murvi 
taluka, but the indigent, and it is to be hoped penitent 
Grasias of Drapha, have at length vindicated their ^ 
humanity from the blood stigma. The Drapha taluka. 
shows an equality of the sexes during the year subse- 
quent to the publication of the proclamation, the num- 
bers being 10 to 11, although up to the proclamation 
the disparity was 84 to 10. In the Murvi taluka dur- 
ing that year, the numbers are 20 and 13, whereas in 
that district llicrc wore only 38 females in all saved up 
to the end of 3834. In Gondal and the smaller tdlukds 
the returns still continue unfavourable, and evidence 
that the crime of infanticide is still perpetrated.” These 
results are deemed by the Honourable the Governor in 
Council to be exceedingly satisfactory, and must be 
hailed with delight by every friend of humanity. Still 
they do not exhibit to Ihe full extent, the great measure 
of success which has attended the measures of the Bri- 
tish Government for the extirpation of this dreadful 
crime . The 73 female infants preserved, are stated to 
be of the age of one year and under, whereas the point 
of comparison embraces a period of 18 months ; conse- 
quently for the return to- bo correct, it should include all 
females of and under the age of 1^8 months, instead of 
one year and under. In addition to this, the taluka of 
Hawdnagar is excluded from the calculation, and in 
tliis district the Jddejas are believed to be nearly as 
numerous as the Jddejas of all the other tdlukas com- 
bined. On this point, I am desired to refer you to the 
table contained in the fifth paragraph of your predeces- 
sor’s report on infanticide, dated the 24th September 
1834. 

“In the 10th paragraph of your report, a reviews 
taken ofjhe coercive measures adopted at the sugges- 
tion o£.the late Political Agent, for the suppression of 
infanticide, and in the 11th paragraph of those desig- 
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nalcd by you 1 sumptuary measures,’ Ini lie laltcr ease, 
the lerm appeal's lo the Governor in Council incorrect. 
The measures called ‘sumptuary’ are, in fact, measures 
o£ conciliation adopted towards such of the Jddejas as 
N preserve their daughters, contradistinguished from those 
of a penal nature directed against those who destroy 
them. 

« After the results alluded to in the 10th and lltli 
paragraphs of this letter, the Governor in Council was 
totally unprepared for the remarks, 1 that the measures 
hitherto adoplcd have been in some respects defective, 
and insufficient towards the final extinction of the prac- 
tice, and are not likely if pursned to be productive of 
effectual success, [unless] under ccrtaiu modifications 
which I shall take the liberty to suggest’; that they have 
been ‘too partial, and superficial and not of that compre- 
hensive and radical nature which is requisite in over- 
turning a long established custom among a depraved 
and barbarous race’; and that attention lias hitherto 
been direcled -‘towards the preservation of individual 
female children,’ which ‘may not only not be a step to- 
wards the final eradication of the crime, but may posi- 
tively operate as a barrier without collateral and sub- 
sidiary measures.’ It must be remembered that the 
measures of Government for the suppression of infant- 
icide to which your remarks apply, arc only of very re- 
cent dale, and consequently, it can hardly yet be 
judged what is likely to be their result ; bul certainly 
the number of females preserved during the short pe- 
riod which has intervened since their adoption, afford no 
ground for despair, but, on the contrary, exhibit a wide 
field of promise and hope of final success. 

“ Although the Governor in Council is far from sup- 
posing that all has yet been done to effect the object in 
view, that is within the power of Government to effect, 
os that many measures may not .bo yet ITbvisccLjas auxi- 
liary to those already in force for the suppre&siomof in- 
fanticide, still ho is of opinion that the annual census, 

15 
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if rigidly enforced, and followed up by those measures 
which may he necessary, according to Iho results which 
it may exhibit, is of that comprehensive and radical na- 
ture desired by you. ' 

“ Y ou notice what you regard as the defects of the 
present system. The first of these is the sudden and 
unexpected strictness of the British Government in 1834 
and 1835, after so many years of apparent apathy, and 
this is preliminary to condemning the severity of the 
punishments awarded on the cases of conviction which 
occurred during the late Political Agent’s administra- 
tion. The first question for consideration is, were the 
punishments awarded too severe? In support of your 
opinion that they were, allusion is made by you to some 
conversations, not with disinterested parties, but with 
some Jadeja chiefs, with whom the crime of infanticide 
is familiar and habitual. The case of the chief of "Raj- 
kot; is particularly dwelt upon by you. This chief was 
fined 12,000 rupees, was required to renew his engage- 
ments against infanticide, to report all births in his fa- 
mily, and was warned that a repetition of the offence 
would involve forfeiture of his estate. In a second 
case, imprisonment for one year, and a fine of 3,000 
rupees, commufablo to imprisonment for the further 
period of two years, was imposed. In the third case a 
fine of 100 rupees was imposed. ^These sentences were 
approved by Government and by the Honourable the 
Court of Directors.” 

“ With reference to the objection made by you to the 
system of making use of informers in the detection of 
cases of Infanticide, the Governor in Council is not 
aware of any mode by which the crime can be detected, 
except through such agency. Such instruments should 
of eourse he used with great caution, but their agency 
is inevitable, unless Government arc resolved to aban- 
don all further endeavours to convict the guilty. On 
this subject, I am desired, to refer you to the 18th and 
19fh paragraphs of your predecessor’s report on Infant- 
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icide, dated Ihc 24tli September 1834, and to observe 
that much of the evil attending Ihe system, as noticed 
by you, may be obviated by adopting the mode of pro- 
cedure? laid down in the 6th and 7th paragraphs of this 
communication. In the 15th paragraph of your report 
it is observed, ‘the investigations which I perused on 
my arrival in Kathiawad, I confess filled mo with sur- 
prise, and very nearly with horror, and I consider it im- 
possible but that their effect was to alienate the people 
from Government.’ The Governor in Council cannot 
concur in this remark, and he considers it inconsistent 
with the admission made in your 4th paragraph, name- 
ly, that the Rajkot case ‘was conducted with as much 
delicacy as the nature of the case admitted.’ In the 
opinion of Government, if anything is more calculated 
than another to conciliate the people, it is measures of 
humanity and philanthropy similar to those adopted by 
the late Political Agent, which can never be regarded 
by the community as emanating from any sordid or in- 
terested motive. Another ground of objection urged by 
you to the use of informers, is tho inability of Govern- 
ment to protect them from the resentment of Ihosc 
against whom they may appear, which likewise applies 
to witnesses. This the Governor in Council freely ad- 
mits is a serious evil, but one which he conceives may 
he for the most part guarded against, if proper precau- 
tions are adopted, and any attempt to injure either in- 
formers or witnesses severely punished. In support ol 
this argument you observe that three out of the five wit- 
nesses in the Rajkot case have died, and that the gene- 
ral impression in the country is, that they were mur- 
dered ; one of these individuals, the chief of Gauxidlmr, 
died, I am desired ta observe, before your predecessor 
left Kathiawad, and a rigid scrutiny having been enter- 
ed’fnto respecting Ihe causes of his death, nothing was 
elicited to show*' that his death had beef?" occasioned by 
unfair means, except the suspicion excited by hi* hav- 
ing died suddenly. Regarding ihe other two witnesses, 



344 


REPLY OP BOMBAY GOVERNMENT 


no information is before Government beyond the fael 
now reported by you of their being dead. As the Go- 
vernor in Council presumes that ail inquiry was insti- 
tuted by you on the occasion of their death, you arc re- 
quested to forward to Government your proceedings on 
that inquiry, in order that it may be ascertained on 
what grounds it is supposed they were murdered. It 
is further observed by you in the same paragraph, ‘ Ja- 
davam, the informer in this ease, has been ejected from 
his house in Rajkol, by the chief, and the wife of one of 
the agency establishment treated in the same way for 
assisting in the conviction.’ The Governor in Council 
is at a loss to conceive how the chief could have been 
permitted to aet ihus, or the cause of your not liaviug 
interfered to prevent such conduct, and Government di- 
3-ect that oven at this late period measures may be adopt- 
ed for affording redress to the injured parties. 

The Governor in Council is unable to agree with your 
reasoning on the Ganod case, which appears to be bas- 
ed on the supposition that ‘the whole voice of the com- 
munity is opposed to the law,’ or that against Infant- 
icide. Government are convinced that ihc feeling of all 
classes of the community, excopl those who commit ihc 
crime, is exactly the reverse. Resides this, on the prin- 
ciples laid down for your guidance in Ibis communica- 
tion for conducting these investigations, the Ganod case 
would not have proceeded beyond the preliminary in- 
quiry, which could not have failed to deled the false 
accuser and his motives. Were Government to respect 
what is termed by you the ‘ lares and penates' of the Raj- 
put community, all the efforts which have hitherto been 
made to eradicate the crime of female Infanticide must 
bo relinquished and we must sink into oar former apa- 
thy and supineness as to whether Colonel Walker’s en- 
gagements are adhered to or not. *' *■ 

“ It is justly tf&soi'VPd by yon that the cases of convic- 
tion which occurred in 1835, hav& rendered future dc- 
tetJliofi mole difficult, by -having placed the Jadejas on 
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tlicir guard, but this, as before observed, is unavoida- 
ble ; but Government consider Hint oven throwing dif- 
ficulties in the way of child -murder is something gained 
towadls the completion of our ardent wishes. This, 
however, is not the only result of those conviclions, for 

10 no other cause can be attributed the gratifying fact, 
that in the short space of twelve months, 73 infants 
were preserved, independently of those saved in Nawii- 
nagar, the census of which may probably add 50 more 
to the uumber, a fact which of itself establishes lhatihe 
measures, so strongly objected to by you, arc not quite 
so inapplicable and nnsuiled to the attainment of the 
desired object as supposed by you. 

“ The Governor in Council is fully satisfied tbal your 
predecessor never could have contemplated transferring 
the responsibility of the crime of infanl icicle from the 
chief to the vassal, in cases where the former can fairly 
be held answerable. No chief, however, is held re- 
sponsible for any offence the perpetrators of which are 
discovered. If a robbery occurs within his limits he is 
bound by the custom of the country to produce Ihe rob- 
ber, or to malic good the loss. This principle should be 
maintained in cases of infanticide, as advocated in the 
report of your predecessor of Heptember 1834, wherein 

11 is proposed by him thal fines in the first instance, and 
ultimate deprivation of sovereignty in cases of manifest 
delinquency, should be resorted to whenever the annual 
census shows that the practice prevails in any parti eulav 
talukd. Towards the close of the 20th paragraph of 
that report, it is observed, ‘ Should, however, it be es- 
tablished by the certain though presumptive evidence, 
to be obtained from returns of the nature now submit- 
ted, thal. the crime of infanticide still prevails in any 
particular district, which I think nfter a warning con- 
tained iu the proclamation now proposed the chief of 
that district should ho severely fine and that if this 
does not produce attention on his pari to his engage- 
ment to suppress tlie crime, 1 ihink that an example 
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should be made, and that he should be deprived of the 
sovereignty of his district. The case, however, must be 
very glaring where I should propose such an extreme 
measure for adoption.’ r 

“The Governor in Council considers that youlaboui 
under an equally erroneous impression, in supposing 
that it was ever under the contemplation of your pre- 
decessor to suggest, that those accused of infanticide 
should be tried ‘by their brothers and instigators.’ 
Had the proposition of the gentleman, that cases of this 
nature should, in some instances, be publicly investi- 
gated before the Political Agent’s Court of Criminal 
Justice in Ifathiawad, been approved by Government, 
it would have been the duty of the political agent, as in 
all ordinary offences, to have associated with himself 
assessors free from bias, or from the claims of relation- 
ship or friendship.’ 

“You advance objections to what is designated by 
you the ‘sumptuary measures’ for the suppression of In- 
fanticide, a term which, cannot be considered to convey 
a correct idea of the nature of those measures. It is 
admitted by you that the lewards bestowed ou those 
who preserved their daughters were well bestowed, but 
you observe that * as thoso who now save their daugh- 
ters will not evidently be entitled to any reward for the 
future, after such repealed and obstinate evil conduct, 
this plan will cease to be an engine for putting a slop 
< to the practice.’ The Governor in Council cannot per- 
ceive why such should be the consequence. On the 
contrary, Government would advocate a continuance of 
the system, at all events for some time to come. Here- 
after, the innate love of offspring may be trusted as suf- 
ficient for our purpose, but for the present it is eonceivod 
that an annual distribution of presents, on the plan adopt- 
ed by your predecessor, will produce a beneficial result. 

You next c&jeet to the system now in force, of 
the Government contributing towards the expence 
incurred by Jfideja3 in marrying their daughters. The 
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Governor in Council conceives that such contribulions 
should be made with caution, and should be preceded 
by a strict inquiry into the circumstances of the apply- 
ing plrty. The infanticide Fund was expressly created 
by Mr. "Elphin stone’s Government for this object, and 
the present amount of its accumulated fund (108,930 
rupees) shows that it is not likely soon to become ex- 
hausted. An unfavourable opinion however is express- 
ed by you of almost every measure which has heretofore 
been adopted, to win the Jddejasinlo acquiescence with 
the humane views of the British Government. The dis- 
tribution of presents made by Mr. Langford, in 1829, 
among the Dbarol Jadcjas, is condemned by you, be- 
cause you consider the correctness of the returns ob- 
tained by lhat gentleman * extremely doubtful.’ You 
likewise view in an unfavourable light the honorary 
presents best owed by Government in 1829, on the son 
of Jehdji, the chief of Muvvi, who was the first to set 
the example of renouncing the practice of infanticide, 
and you express an opinion that the praise conveyed to 
the Jam of Nawanagar, at the recommendation of the 
late political agent, was a measure of evil tendency. 
All the above measures, however, are regarded by the 
Governor in Council as wise and judicious. With re- 
gard to your observation, that ( no previous steps were 
taken to ascertain whclhcr the Jam was entitled 'or not 
to such eulogy, I am desired to refer to the 23rd para- 
graph of the late political agent’s report, dated the 24th 
September 1834, wherein it is stated that the return 
from Nawanagar exhibited 613 males and 380 females, 
‘ which proved that Oolpnel Walker’s arrangement had 
taken root to a very considerable and gratifying extent,’ 
It was then mentioned by your predecessor, that he at 
first intended to propose that an honorary present should 
bo fconf cried on the Jam, to conciliate him as the ac- 
knowledged head of the Jadcjfi. tribe fer Kathiawar!, but 
assigning reasons why he had abandoned Thi^ idea. 
That officer contented himself with suggesting, that* in 
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forwarding the proclamation to this chief, he should be 
informed ‘of the satisfaction, of Government at I he pro- 
gress made in his districts in suppressing infanticide, 
and urgently exhorted to adopt the strictest measures to 
ensure its final extinction.’ 

“ I now proceed, under the instructions of the Ho- 
nourable the Governor in Council, to remark on the 
measures proposed by you for the suppression of female 
Infanticide. 

“'With reference to the remarks contained in the 17th 
paragraph of your report, the Governor in Connoil re- 
grets to find that Captain Lang’s opinion on your pro- 
posals was not obtained previous 1o their being submit- 
ted to Government, more especially as il is admitted 
by you that ‘ on some points a difference of opinion ex- 
ists between you and that officer.’ Captain Lang’s long 
residence in Kathiawad, his intimate acquaintance with 
every Jadejd chief in the province, his extensive local 
knowledge, and above all, his zealous and successful 
excTtions personally to extirpate the crime render the 
opinion of this able officer of more than ordinary value, 
and you axe therefore requested to obtain his sentiments 
on this subject, and submit the same to Government. 

“ The first measure proposed by you is, that all the 
Rajput chiefs in Kathiawad shall bo required ‘ to enter 
into an engagement that they will not give their daugh- 
ters to any tribe who will not give them their daughters 
in return,’ and you are of opinion that the chiefs 
will be induced to enter into an engagement of this kind. 
Government are not quite so sanguine on this point, 
and imagine that even if such a measure were agreed 
to, it would not be generally adhered to. Still, however, 
there appears no objection to an attempt being made to 
oLThin the voluntary assent of the chiefs to the arrange- 
ment, wWch, if successful, 'would undoubtedly aid the 
objects in view.-u- 

« Youf second proposition is, that the Jddcja chiefs 
shall be required to enter into a stipulation, that the ex- 
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pcnscs of Hie marriage of the daughters of their hhdiydd 
shall not exceed, a eerlain amotral, to he fixed at a ge- 
neral meeting of the caste, and be informed that Gov- 
ernment will assist the indigent to the sumo extenl as 
any other caste, but not 1o a greater. 'L'he Governor in 
'Council is aware of no objection to the first part of this 
proposition, but in regard to the latter, it does not ap- 
pear that Government have ever contributed to the mar- 
riage expenses of any other caste bnt the Jadeju. This 
should continue after due inquiry into the circumstances 
of the party requiring relief. 

“With regard to your third proposition, that specific 
penalties should be proclaimed for Ihc commission of 
Infanticide, after a certain time, to be fixed by Govern- 
ment, the Governor in Council is more disposed to allow 
each case to be dealt with, as at present, according to 
its merits, but cannot agree with your opinion that it is 
advisable to fix a period prospectively from which to 
punish the crime. 

“ On reference to the 24th paragraph of this letter, you 
will perceive that the fourth measure proposed by you, 
namely, that the chiefs be hold responsible for Ihe con- 
duct of their bh&iyud and vassals, is not a new sugges- 
tion, and the Governor in Council directs that this res- 
ponsibility be enforced to the extent therein mentioned. 

“ The fifth proposition, or that the annual census should 
be the test, and that the chiefs should be enjoined to aid 
in framing this census, requires no remark, since these 
propositions were sanctioned by Government in 1835. 

“Your sixlh proposition is, that ‘the period of two 
years, or such other lime as Government shall decide, 
shall bo granted to the J&dejaa and others in the habit 
of committing the crime, during which time no investi- 
gation shall be made cither with regard to the formeYbr 
lain cases, and that the result of the census at the ter- 
mination of that period be the test.’ She Governor in 
Council is quite at a loss to conceive the grounds of this 
proposal. If acceded to, entire impunity for the com- 
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mission of flic crime would be the vesull, and it is to bo 
feared dial many would avail themselves of Ihc license. 

“Tl was the intention of your predecessor, had lie re- 
mained in JKathi&Wtid to have proposed the policy of 
complying with the prayer of a petition presented to_ 
him by the «J ade jas for an amnesty for past offence ! This, 
Iiowevcr, in the opinion of the Governor in Council, 
would not on any account he extended beyond the pe- 
riod when every Jadeja must have become aware of Iho 
determination of Government to do all in their power to 
suppress the crime. The proclamation of your prede- 
cessor was 1 he vehicle through which this information 
was conveyed, and Government are pleased to nuthorizc 
an amnesty being granted up to the end of 1835. 

“The Governor in Council docs not perceive any pre- 
sent necessity for appointing a second censor, (as re- 
commended at the close of your sixth proposition), more 
especially when tile difficulty which lias been experi- 
enced in finding persons fit for this duty is taken into 
consideration, 

“ Adverting to your seventh proposition, namoly, that 
Government should endeavour to obtain the aid of the 
Hfio of Kaclih for the suppression of Infanticide, 1 am 
directed to state, that in Iho opinion of the Honourable 
the Governor in Council, nolhing would so much faci- 
litate the suppression of this crime as obtaining the cor- 
dial co-operalion of his Highness and the British author- 
ities stationed in Kaclih. The sentiments of the Kao, 
as alluded, to Vhcn discussing this proposition, prove 
that his Highness is favourably disposed towards ibo 
suppression of this crime, and the force of his example 
will doubtless have a most beneficial effect in inducing 
his Highness’s tribe to abandon the inhuman practice. 
Extract of this part of your report has been sent to the 
acting assistant resident in charge, Kaehh, with instruc- 
tions to concert'Tmeasures with his Highness for the 
abolitipn of Infanticide, which all the chiefs under his 
Hfghness’s control have long since renounced, and it 
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has been suggested 1o him that the first moasrae to be 
adopted should be to take a census ol the Jncleja popu- 
lation of Kachli, a measure which has piovcd so bene- 
ficial Sn Kathiawad, the census being annually renewed. 

“With reference to your suggestion that a general 
""convocation of the chiefs of the Rajput race should be 
held at Blmj in 1 lie presence of the Resident in Kachli 
and yourself, I am desired to state that the Governor in 
Council does not deem it expedient at the present time 
that such a measure should be adopted. 

“ With regai d to your eighth and last proposition, 
namely, that the British Government should endeavour 
to effect the object in view by the education, mental im- 
provement, and moral amelioration of the mass of the 
people, J am desired to observe, that your suggestions 
on this head have been alieady considered, and for the 
most pari approved of by this Government. As an auxi- 
liary measure, the diffusion of education is deserving 
of great attention, but measures of a more active cha- 
racter ought not to be relaxed, since years must elapsed 
before it can be expected that any material effect will 
be produced by the diffusion of education. The Gover- 
nor in Council is willing to admit that education and 
knowledge will ultimately change the feelings and 
habits of a whole people ; this, however must necessa- 
rily be a work of time, and it is not to knowledge so 
gained that the British Government must look to the 
cessation of the crime of infanticide, bul to measures of 
vigour, tempered with prudence and conciliation. 

“With reference to the 20th paragraph of your report, 
the Governor in Council is of opinion that it will be 
expedient to republish the proclamation issued in 1834, 
such modification being introduced as the altered slate 
of circumstances and the census may render necessary, 
this same being submitted before promulgation for the 
approval of Government. The proclamation ^proposed 
in your report, if issued, would merely proclaim \vhat is 
already sufficiently known, and would not, in the opinion 
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of Government, be al tended with any beneficial result. 
The Governor iu Council would moreover decidedly ob- 
ject to any announcement in the name of llic British 
Government, speaking of the Shasfras as containing a 
declaration of the true law of God. 

“ The progress made in this great cause since your” 
predecessor’s administration, has, in the opinion of 
Government, boon great, and entitles that gentleman to 
the highest commendation. In his measures a practi- 
cal rosnll has been experienced, and until Government 
hnd a better and more extensive practical resull pro- 
mised and likely to occur from the adoption of other 
measures, the Governor in Council is unwilling to de- 
part from those which have proved so advantageous. 

“Adverting to the circular letter proposed by yon to 
be addressed to the chiefs of Kathiawad, 1 am desired 
to state that the Governor in Council does nol consider 
it expedient at the present moment that the same should 
be issued. 

“ Government arc anxiously awaiting the receipl of 
your reports promised in the 23rd and 25th paragraphs 
of your letter now under acknowledgment, and I am 
desired to remind yon that your annual Infanticide re- 
port for 1837 was due on the 1st January 1838. 

“Although the Governor in Council, as already ex- 
plained, differs wilh you in many points connected wilh 
this subject, still he considers the zeal and diligence 
exhibited by yon In your present report to be highly 
•-creditable to you. 

“ Appreciating, however, as Government do your ex- 
ertions in this cause, still they do not think that you 
have properly understood the real character of some of 
the measures which were adopted at the reeommenda- ' 
lion of your predecessor. A conclusion might be dratyn 
from your report that that gentleman had aimed 16 effect 
his object by postal measures only, a conclusion which, 
the Governor in Council considers highly erroneous. In 
support of this conviction, and in proof that measures 
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of a conciliatory character formed as much a part of hi* 
principle of proceeding as of yoiu - own, I am desired (o 
refer you to Ihe following communications from your 
predecessor to the chiefs and other influential persons 
in K&thiawad, on the subject of his proclamation, and 
Hie census of the Judoja population, copies of which are 
herewith forwarded. 

“ A selection from the replies returned to the above 
letters is likewise forwarded for your information, and 
for the purpose of being placed on the records of your 
office.”* 

It was well, perhaps, that such a letter as Mr. Ers- 
lcine’s should have been submitted to Government. In 
lack of such a document, we should probably have 
wanted the preceding clear defence of M r. Willough- 
by’s admirable measures, and the sni table suggestions 
which were made for carrying them into practical effect. 

Mr. Ersldne’s subsequent communications with Gov- 
eminent on Infanticide in Kuthiuwad were of a limited 
character. They reported the suspension, — which after- 
wards issued in the dismission, — of the native employ- 
ed in making the annual census of the Jadejas, for ac- 
cepting a bribe for concealing the death of a Jadeja 
female which had occurred in Suspicious circumstances ; 
and the difficulties experienced in getting his place 
suitably filled up, as Government preferred the employ- 
ment of a pure native in that duty to that of an Indo-Por- 
tuguese brought to notice by Mr. Erskine. 'They men- 
tioned the completion of the Jadeja consus of the Na- 
wanagar taluka, which on the whole exhibited gratify- 
ing results. They brought to notice the arbitrary re- 
mission of part of the term of imprisonment of Jadeja 
Viraji,f an act which justly met with the disapprobation 
of Government, though it was ultimately confirmed. 

Mr. D. A. Blanc, whom we have already hact occasion 
to notice as a zealous agonl in Infanticide suppression, 

* Sec above, pp. 213-22U. 1 Soo above, pp. 210. 
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was ihc successor of Mr. Krskine in the political agency 
in Kalhitiwad. On the 17th November) 1840, he ac- 
knowledged a call from Government for an Infanticide 
Report, and expressed liis regret that he had founfl that 
the statements of births, marriages, and deaths had 
fallen into arrears, fie was not able personally to sup- 
ply the documents which were wanted, as he was soon 
transferred to the secretariate in Bombay. Captain 
LeCrand Jacob, ihe first assislant at Rajkot, — Captain 
Lang having been appointed to the political agency of 
the Mahikanta in the north of the continental Gujarat, 
where he soon effected gioat good both with prince and 
people, — took charge of lus duties on his departure from 
Kathiawad; and they could not have fallen into bet- 
ter hands, as far as ability, integrity, foresight, knowledge 
of native customs and character, and calm and success- 
ful perseverance in the discharge of duty in spile of an 
acute and sensitive discernment of difficulties, were con- 
cerned. 



CHAPTER XI. 

CAPTAIN LE GRAND JACOB'S EFFORTS FOR THE IMPROVE- 
MENT OF THE ICA'tHIa'wa'd CENSUS— Ills REPORT ON 
INFANTICIDE, AND SUGGESTION OF INSTRUCTIONAL 
MEA SURES— FOUNDATION OF CHRISTIAN MISSION IN 
KA'TUIa'wa'd — VIEWS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF CAP- 
TAIN Jacob’s report— additional notices of meas- 
ures ADOPTED. 

On the 9th of September, 1840, Caplain Jacob called 
upon the raja of Mum to supplement the Jadeja census 
of his taluka by including that of the Jadeja females of 
A'dhoi, a district belonging to that chief in the province 
of Wager on the northern side of the gulf of Kachh, over 
which he claimed jurisdiction ; and some delay occur- 
ring in the implemoxtting of his request, he ordered the 
mehtas of A'dhoi directly to supply what was wanting. On 
the 22nd March, 1842, he addressed the following judi- 
cious letter to the Bombay Government, the occasion of 
which appears from its contents. 

“I have the honour to acknowledge your letter, No. 
G08, dated 4th instant, with inclosures, calling on me 
for an opinion as to the practicability of introducing 
into this peninsula some system for placing limits to 
the fees exacted at marriage festivals by Cb.dra.ns, Bhats, 
and other members of the eleemosynary community 1 ,' 
sirtiilar to that adopted by Biji Singh of Jaudpur, " 

“In reply, I beg to stale that Ido net consider such 
an arrangement either practicable or expcdlenf. In the 
first place, because of the number of independent chiofej 
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wlioso relative rank il would be difficult to fix; and if 
an assembly of delegates could bo got together for the 
purpose, their mutual jealousies and pride would bar 
the attainment of the ends in view. To speak*of the 
Jfwlejas alone, whom Government, I conclude, have_ 
chiefly in view, the Murvi chief being descended from 
an elder branch of ihc Kachh dynasty, considers him- 
self at least equal in rank to the Jam of Nagar, who has 
five times his moans, and far above the Gondal family, 
which state is twice as wealthy as his. Were it a ques- 
tion only of a single principality, as in Kachh, where ihe 
subordinate Bhuty&ds have fixed rank in relation to the 
head of their tribe, the object might, perhaps, be attained 
by simple publication of a recommendatory letter from 
the chief to Ids mendicant Iribos not to ask for more than 
such stipulated amount as he might fix, with due re- 
ference to the feelings of the community generally ; and 
doubtless ihc establishment of any such system by the 
Kao would have great effect in leading the chief of the 
Jvideja tribe in this province to follow the example. In 
the second place, I doubt the expediency of introducing 
any such rule nndcr British sanction. The custom of 
importuning for presents is injurious both to giver and 
receiver, by encouraging pride and mendicity. The 
Influence of Bhats and Chdrans in this peninsula has 
been considerably diminished since the period of our 
connexion with it ; witness the entire change of the 
mode of obtaining security, whether for payment of 
tribute or for other transactions. As the nature of our 
system of Government becomes more and more under- 
stood and the people more enlightened, so will begging 
cease to thrive ns a profession. We might slightly 
diminish present mischief by fixing a standard, but the 
doing so would only give perpetuity to an evil that tho 
hand 'of time is gently eradicating.” Those views of 
Captain Jacob were approved by tho Bombay Govern- 
ment, j/JPhe fixture by authority of the British admin- 
i&teation of gifts to Brahmans, Bhitls, and Chdrans 
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whatever reduction of cxpenee to the chiefs might in the 
first instance be accomplished by it, would evidently 
give a sanction to the system of superstitious mendican- 
cy, alifcc opposed to Christian principle and political ex- 
pediency. 

Previous to the date of the communication now notic- 
ed, — on the 23rd October 1841, — Captain Jacob had 
furnished to Government a full infanticide census for 
1840, including that of the Jaitwas of Barda and the 
suspected tribes in A'dhoi in Wagar, with an able gene- 
ral review of the late progress of the cause of humanity, 
a document, however, which was not finally disposed 
of by Government till August 1842. 

Captain Jacob in the commencement of his commu- 
nication explains the circumstances in which no regular 
report on Infanticide had been foi warded to Bombay 
for four years. “Shortly after the despatch of Mr. 
Erskinc’s Eeport in 1837, the facl of the infanticide 
censor, Mnn*M Ghulam Muhammad, having accepted 
a bribe to quash an accusation of child-slaughter trans- 
pired.” “ The removal of this person, otherwise so well 
suited for the situation, was a check that this particular 
department of the agency has scarcely recovered from, 
in consequence of his successor Jayasulcram, entertain- 
ed 1st April 3839, having proved quite unequal to the of- 
fice, and having been finally removed from it by Mr. 
Blanc so recently as 1st April last, when Naka Waje- 
ram, an intelligent Brahman of the Nugar caste, was 
appointed in his stead. In the interval between the 
suspension qf the munshi and the appointment of his 
successor, Mr. Gonsalves, a clerk in the office, was em- 
ployed In taking the Nawanagar census, which will be 
found included in the accompanying tables.” 

Captain Jacob then proceeds to comment on the cefisuSt- 
which he forwarded to Government, noticing’osire! pro- 
ceeds some important acts, arrangemcHg, and proposals. 

“ For the above reason, the census now submitted musl 
be received with some extra caution, the new censor r-at 

16 
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having had lime to visil all the parganus ; bnl f have 
chocked the returns o£ bolh, by those obtained from the 
chiefs for the first half of the present year, as well as by 
the aid of attachment mehtas, where they were’ suffi- 
ciently trustworthy to be made use of. The only talukd 
in which there appeals discrepancy is Gondal, the censito 
of which was taken by the present censor, and unfor- 
tunately the detailed lists, whence the last census was 
framed, are not forthcoming in this office, so that T have 
no means of testing the present one by comparison of 
names.” 

“The results of Ibe present census, as exhibited in the 
analysis appended, arc extremely gratifying, with excep- 
tion of the fthuhpnr talukd, and A'dhoi purgandof Murvi. 
In the former, not a single female has escaped the ruth- 
less effect of Jdclejd pride; in the latter, the census of 
which is now exhibited for the first time, and has been 
obtained with considerable difficulty, the proportion of 
males to females is nearly 17 to 1. Some excuse may 
be offered for this district, which had hitherto escaped 
the vigilance of the British Government, and separated 
as it is from Kathidwdd, remained in comparative igno- 
rance of the strenuous attempt to suppress infanticide 
that had hove been made ; but I can offer none for 
Sh&hpur, the chief of which, by his breach of faith and 
criminal negligence, has justly laid himself open to the 
displeasure of a paternal Government. 

“ Jddeja Kaldjl of Shabpur is about 30 years of age, 
and by no means deficient in intellect ; ho must have 
been fully sensible that Government would hold the 
Jadejas to their engagements, since he had already been 
called to account on this matter, in the case of his bro- 
ther Jddejd Bhawaji,” “The revenues that ho derives 
-equally from his tdlukd, which now consists of four 
villagcsprf which one belongs to his Bhaiydd, are esti- 
mated at 2,000 wpoes, subject to a yearly tribute of 501 
rupees to the British Government, and 157& rupees to 
ttw Naw&b of Jundgad (ZortalciH) leaving him a clear 
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rental of about 3,400 rupees. 7 beg, therefore, to re- 
commend, that a line of rupees 1,000 be imposed upon 
him, with a warning that, unless future returns give a 
result ^nore favourable to humanity he should be de- 
prived of all control over his taluka, and that he be re- 
quired to furnish unexceptionable security against con- 
tinuance of the crime; and in default of such payment 
and security, after the elapse of two months, that he be 
placed in confinement until those terms are complied 
wilh. 

“ Regarding A'dhoi [in W agar], a more lenient course 
maybe pursued, but the Murvi chief might ho warned 
of the danger he was incurring by thus permitting his 
Bliaiyad, the other side of the water, to break al once the 
laws of nature and humanity, and Ihe engagements he 
has entered into, on behalf of all subject to his authority. 

“It is a much more pleasing task to revert to the 
slate of all the other Jadcja tdlukus of Kalluuwhd ; and 
it must be highly gratifying to those benevolent men 
who have laboured for the suppression of Infanticide in 
this province to see the progressive return to the order 
of nature, in the relative proportion of sexes, that must 
be attributed to their labouT alone. The total male po- 
pulation is shown to bo 5,760, females 1,370 ; the pro- 
portion, therefore, of all ages is a fraction more Ilian four 
to one, but the number of both soxes under 20 years 
of age, is, males 2,923, females 1,209, showing a propor- 
tion of two and a quarter to one, which favourable di- 
minution chiefly arises from the preservation of female 
life during the last few years, which gives the general 
result as follows ; 

Proportion of males to l'emalcs, under 10 tears !•} to 1 

Ditto ditto.../ 0 years ij to 1 

Ditto ditto, 8 years' ij to 1 

Ditto ditto 7 yean 1 j to 1 

Ditto ditto 6 )ea ^*l so Is 

Ditto ditto S years 1 to 1 

Ditto ditto ‘1 years 1 to 1 

Ditto .ditto,... 3 years 1- to l 

Ditto ditto 2 years 1 I 

.Ditto ditto 1 year 1 tol( 
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“The correctness of these returns is further tested by 
the proportion of deaths occurring m 1840, which is 
shown as three to one. 

“The total number of eases lliat have come uinlor in- 
quiry since the transmission of Mr. Erskinc’s Report^ 
30lh June 1837, is seven, of which one only was proved, 
namely, that of WaLhatsingh of Nawagaum, a village 
under Malia, connected with winch the former censor, 
Gliulttiq, Muhammad, lost his place for accepting a 
bribe, as before slated. The murder of Wakhalsingh’s 
infant, it will be perceived, occurred before the publica- 
tion of the Government proclamation, when you [Mr. 
Willoughby, secretary to Government] were political 
agent of this province in 1835, and cannot therefore be 
taken as any breach thereof, however much it may be 
of the laws of humanity; and yet Walchatsingh had 
reared three daughters, and his accuser, Sataji, the 
Malia chief, out of four had not preserved one.” 

“ The census of the Jaitwa population now for the 
first time given, has been furnished, after some demur 
by the liana's Government [at Porbandar], and has not 
yet been further tested It approaches nearly to the pro- 
portions shown for the Jadcja population.” “ It was 
first brought to notice by Colonel Walker, that this tribe 
was equally addicted to the crime as the Jadejas them- 
selves and it is curious to remark the coincidence 
between the proportions of sexes preserved in both 
tribes, though the vigilance of Government being bent 
on the Jadejas alone, has acted indirectly, and therefore 
with less force, on the Jaitwas.” 

“The crime of Infanticide is, I fear, by no means 
confined to either the Jadcja or Jaitwd population. I 
heard assertions of its being extensively practised 
in J aitwad , and amongst the Muhammadan tribe of 
S6tds, but with the all but impossibility that exists’of 
carryings throng IT the common duties of the agency, I 


* Sea above, p. 72k 
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have been unable to spare sufficient time for inquiry 
into the subject. The full extent to which infanticide 
is practised in the peninsula will be leuown only when 
Government is able to spare the services of an officer for 
Jins especial inquiry. I have the honour to annex 
translates of agreements entered into by the Mankd and 
Koranga tribes of Wager,* who are accused of this 
crime, which I owe to the Government k&ckun, Ishwar- 
das, stationed at A'dhoi, and through whom the Jacleja 
census of that 'district has been obtained. These tribes 
are stated 1o be neither Muhammadans nor Hindus, but 
a mixture of the two, approaching in caste to the Wa- 
gars of Okliamandal. "Writings have also been taken from 
ihe A'dhoi Jadejas, who lmd not before brought them- 
selves under similar engagements, translations of which 
are given. 

“The imperfection of our instruments must ever 
throw some degree of doubt on returns of population, 
that can be obtained only through their labour ; but a 
further cause of hesitation in receiving the census as en- 
tirely to be depended on, exists in the diffioully that has 
been found in getting the Jadejns, of respectable rank, 
to show their females to a male censor. This repug- 
nance was yielded to, in conscquenco of the Jam’s 
earnest remonstrances, and as sanctioned by Govern- 
ment letter 9th October 1838. Mr, Gonsalves was ac- 
companied by his wife throughout his tour in the Nagar 
states. The like treatment has been claimed by others, 
and a considerable portion of the females entered in the 
returns from which my tables arc framed have no other 
guarantee for thoir existence than the word of their 
male relations, Their prejudices in this matter are so 
deop-rooted, and supported by public fooling and sym- 
pathies, that I conceive we should err in att empting to 
force them. Besides, it will never do to tf^al the Ja- 

* [Those tribes, we believe, are converts to Muhammadis^, from 
the Knife, or aborigines, of the district.] 
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clejaa of out 1 taluka belter than those of another. I 
therefore beg respectfully to recommend Ihc extension 
of the principle already sanctioned for the Nagur Raj- 
puts to the rest of the community; the wife or other 
nearest female relative of the censor might be grantedja. 
sum equivalent to half of what he draws, during the 
time actually employed in taking the census ; every en- 
deavour by persuasion should bo made to overcome the 
prejudices of the inspected : but where decided repug- 
nance may be evinced, it should bo the duty of the 
censor to acquaint himself with all particulars thiongh 
his wife, he being held equally responsible for the cor- 
rectness of the statement as if taken by himself. I con- 
sider this addition necessary for the proper carrying out 
of the plan for suppression of Infanticide, so ably ma- 
tured by yourself when political agent. Bribes may 
sometimes lead astray, but the husband cannot well 
help knowing the real facts of the ease, and he will have 
a double motive for not suppressing them. At prescm, 
facility is, to a certain extent, offered for fictitious re- 
port, to skreen from guilt.” 

Major Jacob in the conclusion of his report frankly 
expresses his convictions as to the slate of feeling re- 
specting infanticide prevailing among Ihe Jadejas and 
their neighbours of other tribes, and as to the expedi- 
ency and necessity of adopting instructional measures 
for its improvement. 

“ I would now beg to point out wherein I differ from 
previous writers on the subject of Infanticide. The 
state of public opinion in this country has been suppos- 
ed more strongly set against the crime than I believe Id 
be the case. Complimentary letters or remarks, in reply 
jAtStrongly expressed opinions by persons in power, are 
no criterio n of real feeliugs, which must be judged, of 
by acts. 1 can trace eye-service to Government, but no 
real service to Humanity, in the profession of such of 
iho oummunity as pretend to take any interest in the 
matter, Of all the population, the most tender of life 
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arc the Shrawaks- or Jain as, the monied classes, who 
possess great influence throughoul the peninsula. They 
have in’ several places forced the Rajput, and other 
chiefs^to enter into agreements not to permit the slaugh- 
ter of sheep, etc.; but though child- murder within the 
same district was notorious, as far as my knowledge 
extends, they ‘have not so much as altemptcd to stipu- 
late for the preservation of human beings.* Again, all 
the Rajputs who rear their daughters feel a direct inter- 
est in the continuance of the crime by others. They 
might at once prevent it, by stipulating before marriage 
that their daughters’ children should be preserved, yet 
though pressed to lake this stop, I am not aware (my 
remarks arc limited to this province) of an instance in 
which it has been done. If, therefore, as has been 
stated, the community in general consider the crime as 
one of the deepest dye, they would appear to make very 
little use of their opinions-. The fact, I fear 1o bo, thal 
Ihe population is in a state of semibarbarism, with 
whom philanthropy, apart from superstitions motive, is 
an unknown principle. They arc, of conrsc, the crea- 
tures of circumstances ; and I say this, simply to deuolc 
that there is no public feeling to assist the penal machin- 
ery established by us for the suppression of the parti- 
cular crime under review.”! 

“ The general result of the measures hitherto pursu- 
ed) supposing the returns to be corrccl, arc doubtless 
most satisfactory as far as regards the end for which 
they were established, namely, the saving of life; but 
they are not free from evil in other respects, to diminish 
which is decidedly politic if the object could be attain- 
ed by milder means. The distress caused to families by 
the feeling, that whenever accidental death may have 

"* [This statement is quite in accordance with wlmt”W have our- 
selves noticed in Kafliiawd. Sco above, p. 71^ 

t [This paragraph is followed by a passage which wo b^ve intro- 
duced atp. 132, above.] 



264 


major Jacob’s report on 


occurred they arc laid open to be viclims of any one 
who owes lliem a grudge, and the entire tearing down 
of the Rajput curtain which inquiry inflicts, give rise to 
heart-burnings and animosities, even when the result is 
a conviction of innocence of the accused, and is parti- 
cularly to be lamented; for it is sometimes impossible 
to arrive al a satisfactory decision without such process. 
The whole system in force is, moreover, one of perpet- 
ual and harsh inquisition into the domestic affairs of a 
proud tribe, carrying alarm into every family : if a wife 
be pregnant, if a child is born, if a daughter be sick, a 
messenger must be despatched to give notice to some 
superior power, who, if feud exists — and where docs it 
not amongst a people like this ? — may make each occa- 
sion a handle for oppression or annoyance. If an infant 
perchance die, the family are kept in a state of apprehen- 
sion for an indefinite time as they can never be certain 
when an enemy may, or may not, prefer an accusation 
against thorn ; and it is needless for me to mention, that 
in a stnte of society like this, subornation of evidence 
is a matter of daily occurrence.# 

“Neither can the system be relied on, except during 
the pressure of a vigilant supervision, that is becoming 
more and more diflicult from the increase of the busi- 
ness of the agency. If the heart remain unchanged, 
there must be danger of relapse when that pressure be- 
comes relaxed ; for we have no warrant for supposing 
the voice of nature to be alone sufficient to prevent fall- 
ing back into a custom that was not sufficient to prevent 
its adoption ; but I cannot bring myself to regard the 
present anti-infanticide measures as other than tem- 
porary, to be removed on the entrance of the Jadejds 
into the order of nature. I deduce from these teflec- 
uon s the c orollary that, first, there is some risk of 
the coercive machinery breaking down, from want of 

* [The inconveniences hero alluded td are undeniable ; but they 
a s&ong motive to the J&dejfis to abandon the crime which hns 
given rise to the measures m which they hard Originated.] 
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power to guide it; but supposing the vigilance nf the 
Govcrumeut agents to continue, unlil the end be atlain- 
cd of the coercive process, there is, &ee,ondly, danger of 
relapses on its withdrawal. To keep it working afl ex 
the end has been gained, would be as unjust as perpe- 
"tual suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act, after the 
riots, for which it might have been suspended, had 
passed away. And, thirdly, lliat tho saving of a num- 
ber of human beings, leaving them to be brought up in 
ignorance and vice, the animal part saved, the moral 
powers totally neglected, is a questionable boon to tho 
parties themselves, whatever it may be as to its human- 
izing effects on society in general. 

“ It is evident from the above observations, that J feel 
strongly impressed with the necessity of aline of policy 
that shall strike at the heart, and consequently at the 
root of the disease, and afford a permanent remedy ; and 
I beg therefore to urge the propriety of attempting it 
without further delay. It is true that no immediate re- 
sult can be expected from education ; but the slow 
growth of its blessings is an argument for no time being 
lost in the attempt to impart them. Wo may save life 
by the census, but how can we protect it from misery 
and neglect afterwards ? Whilst approving, therefore, 
of the present coercive System, I conceive that it should 
be looked on merely as a temporary expedient, and that 
it ought to be accompanied by healing and generous 
measures, namely, an attempt to create a higher tone of 
moral feeling throughout the community generally. 

“The Infanticide Pund this day shows a balance of 
rupees 1,16,786 in hand ; and I conceive that a large 
portion of this sum cannot be more judiciously expended 
than in the cause of education.# 

“This letter has brought to light the existence^ „ 
several tribes, by whom infanticide is supj^SC^W be 
practised ; and how know we, among tho myriads of 

* [This » followed by tho general observations on the fund which wo 
have qqoted at pp, 163-4.] 
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the Peninsula, how many secret crimes of the deepest 
dye are perpetrated ? It is evident thal a state of socie- 
ty, 'where a race of wholesale murderers are looked upon 
with as much respect as others, must be vicious at the 
core. Such being the case, it occurs to me as fitting 
and proper that general should be superadded to partial 
measures; that the amelioration of the whole state of 
society bo attempted ; and that our spare funds, raised 
from the community generally, should no longer be ex- 
clusively devoted to the use of a particular class. 'With 
this view, I would give every encouragement to the 
cause of education, and 1o every means that may en- 
lighten the intellect and improve the heart; according- 
ly I beg to recommend as follows : 

“ That a sum of rupees 4,000 be set apart from the 
Infanticide 'Fund for the erection of a school-house. 
On this subject I will here observe, that I have received 
lour replies only to the circular letters addressed by me 
to all the principal men in the country [on the encoura- 
gement which might be expected from them of educa- 
tion], as brought to the notice of Government in my 
Idler No. 183, of the 21st Juno last, and approved of in 
Mr. Chief Secretary Kcid’s reply No. 2,096, of the SWt 
of the following month. One only of those gave any 
definite answer. This was a letter from Ttamnalsinghji, 
the Kuwar [son, heix-apparenl] of Drangadra,* written 
by himself in Hindustani,! -informing me that lie highly 
approved of the proposed measure, and would subscribe 
20 rupees a year towards its execution. Had the sum 
been somewhat larger, I should have solicited the 
favour of Government towards a chief who had shown 
himself so superior to his countrymen. 

“ That a sum of at least rupees 300 a month should be 

* l x no chutf state of the Jhala Rajputs.] 

f (The DWuigadr^"' family have considerable oriental linguistic al- 
fefbmcajg, knowing Gujarati, Hittdust&ni, Persian, and a little bans- 
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sot apart for 1 he salaries of schoolmasters and current 
expenses of the establishment. 

“That 1,000 rupees a yenr be devoted to the encou- 
ragement of annual essays in the vernacular language, 
^on the subject of infauticidc, part as prizes, and the resl 
lor expenses of printing numerous copies of the best 
essay fov distribution throughout the community. This 
measure would enlist the feelings of llie rising genera- 
tion against the' crime, the. scholars of the llujkol college 
might catch the spirit of emulation; and it is not un- 
reasonable to hope, that before many ycais, a popular 
feeling would be created adverse to infanticide, that 
might enable Government to dispense with at least the 
harsh portions of the present coercive system, as Ihc 
scaffolding is removed on completion of the building. 
Jn speaking as I do of the severity of the present sys- 
tem, X beg again to disclaim the slightest intention to 
disparage it. On the contrary, X conceive that humani- 
ty owes a deep debt of gratitude to the exertions of 
ihose gentlemen who have planned and matured the 
system. It has acted, and still acts, as a tempest thal 
purifies the atmosphere ; but which, nevertheless, no 
one wishes to see of long continuance. The atrocious 
nature of the crime, and the impossibility of eradicating 
it by any ordinary process has sufiicicnlly, and by the 
result most satisfactorily, proved the necessity of the 
rigorous measures that have been established. JMy 
views arc simply that other measures should be super- 
added, that might the more speedily enable ns 1o dis- 
pense with what is now a necessary evil ; and that the 
restrictions on the use of the Infanticide Fund should 
be abolished, * 

“The only objection that the above appropriation of 
the Mausuli# and Fine Funds, as far as l am aware, 
susceptible of, is the engagement entered TmoSvnh his 
Highness the Gaik a wad on the subject; but 1 cannot 

* [Fines levied by the quartering of horsemen and foot-it&sseiiggrH 
on the chiefs.] 
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concoivc, after that piinec had once eonsonlpd to sur- 
render the funds, that it -would signify to him whether 
they were bestowed in communicating knowledge, or 
in permitting the Jadejas and their friends tef enjoy 
greater pomp at their festivals ; on the contrary, his 
Highness might naturally be supposed willing to agree" 
to anything that would so cheaply add to his fame, 
and no great difficulty could, 1 should think, occur in 
overcoming any scruples that might be found to exist; 
at any rate, the British Government is master of its own 
funds, and these could bo applied to mental and moral 
purposes, whilst those under the gift of his Highness 
could be spent, as at present, in providing for the body.” 

It ruay be here mentioned, that a few months before 
Captain Jacob’s reasonable and practicable proposals 
about the adoption of educational measures for Kuthid- 
wad were submitted to Government, incipient arrange- 
ments for the instruction and enlightenment of the pro- 
vince by the most efficient source of moral regenera- 
tion, the foundation of a Christian mission, wcie carried 
into effect. During a long tour through ICalhiawad in 
1835, — in the larger portion of which he enjoyed the 
valued fellowship and assistance of the Rev. William 
Fyvie late of Surat, — the writer of this historical narra- 
tive became practically acquainted with its claims on 
the Christian philanthropy of Europe and its promise in 
an evangelistic point of view ; and having been after- 
wards asked to recommend a sphere of foreign mission- 
ary labour to the Irish Presbyterian Church, he briefly 
stated its peculiarities to that zealous and efficient 
member of the Christian Body, the evangelistic doings of 
which in the province of Ulster arc so well known and 
appreciated. Kathidwdd was consequently chosen as 
<t n eid of for eign missionary exertions ; and the Rev. 
Janies u lasgow, and the Rev. Alexander Kerr, with 
their esteemed partners, came to India with a view 1o 
theif cqpnmencement. The Bombay Government readi- 
ljhgSfire them perrpission to settle In the province ; and 
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on tlioir arrival nt Rajkot in June 3841, along witli the 
writer ofthis notice who souglil briefly to introduce them 
to their work, they received a most cordial and generous 
welcofhc from Major Jacob, Colonel W. D. Robertson 
commanding the station, and other friends there resid- 
ing, and from several of tlic chiefs of the peninsula, in- 
cluding Suraji of Rajkot, so unfavourably noticed in the 
history of infanticide, who was among them Ihc first of 
these chiefs to hear from our lips the doctrines of salva- 
tion. We had not been long at the piaec, however, when 
we were all seized with violent fever, which in lire ease 
of Mr. Kerr proved fatal, while in another it had nearly the 
same termination. Mr. Glasgow remained atliis post, af- 
ter his sore bereavcmeul and heavy afllietion ; and next 
year he was joined by his brother the Rev. Adam Glas- 
gow, and the Rev. Robert Montgomery. The mission was 
further strengthened in the beginning of 1843 by the ac- 
cession of the Rev. James McKee and the Rev. J. II. 
Speers, and in 1846 by lliat of Iho Rev. James Wallace. 
The Gujarati, and, in some instances, other Indian lan- 
guages, were speedily acquired by the missionaries. Sta- 
tions wore farmed at Rajkot, Porbandar, and Goglia, 
while Junagad was temporarily occupied. Much infor- 
mation by conversation and preaching was communi- 
cated to all classes of the natives, both at their resid- 
ences and during itineracies. An English and two Ver- 
nacular schools wore founded at Rajkot ; and vernacular 
elementary schools at the other stations. Tracts and 
books were prepared and printed, — principally at Sural, 
a( which one of the missionaries ultimately settled in 
consequence of difficulties of accommodation and ac- 
tion at Porband&r, — and. extensively circulated, A few 
natives, from both Hindus and Muhammadans, were not 
wanting as seals of the Christian minislty. ThcJadrjnty 
with many of whom the missionaries have*hiaintamed 
intercottrse, have shared in their cffsRts, and haves un- 
doubtedly participated in the salutary moral influences 
which they have begun to diffuse around them, Thtty 
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will doubtless prove, wilh Ihe blessing ol God, powerful 
auxiliaries to the cause of anli-iiifanlicide and humani- 
ty in general throughout tlio province. 

The reply of Government to Captain Jacob’-'" com- 
munication was principally founded on a minuLe of 
Mr. Willoughby, but it was conveyed to him in a letter' 
from Mr. L. R. Reid, Chief Sccietary to Government, 
dated the 12th August 18-12, of which the following are 
the most important portions. 

“'['ho Governor in Council considers the explanation 
afforded by you, of the circumstance of no leport having 
been submitted to Government on this subject between 
Juno 1837 and October 1841, to be far from satis- 
factory.”* 

“The facts stated regarding the tdlnka of Shahpur, 
strongly illustrate the evils arising from the orders of 
Government requiring the periodical reports on infan- 
ticide not having been attended to. Government is now 
apprised that during the four years now reported on, 

‘ not a single female ha” escaped the ruthless elfecl of 
Jadejii pride.’ Ilad this melancholy fact been earlier 
reported, preventive measures might have long since 
been adopted. Kalajl, the ohief of Shahpur, cannot 
plead ignorance in extenuation of his culpable apalhy, 
or what maybe more justly termed his connivance, at 
the perpetration of infanticide in tlic villages. This 
chief is represented to be a man of intelligence, and in 
1836 was fined 50 rupees ns a mark of the displeasure 
of Government for having been privy to the conceal - 
ment of the birth of his niece, who, there were strong 
grounds for believing, was put to death shortly after 
birth. After the severe examples which have been 
made in Kathiawad, the fine of 1,000 rupees suggested 
oj you to be imposed on Kalaji seems scarcely an ade- 
quate punibhmenf, but as Government deems it safe lo 
err on the fide ofleniency, oven at this late period, in 

i ps^Sr this delay Major Jacob, who was net in charge or the politi- 
cal agsrrcy dwdng.tbe larger j)6r&ori bf the interval, ivaa ia no 3 agree 
responsible*] 
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ejnforcing the engagements against infanlicide, tlic 
Honourable the Governor in C'onneil is pleased to sanc- 
tion the piuposed fine ; and yon. are lequested, in re- 
quiring this chief to renew his engagements, strictly 1o 
warn and assure him that his continuance in withhold- 
ing his cordial co-opcralion with the British Govern- 
ment for the suppression of this crime, will inevitably 
lead to the sequestration of his taluka.” 

"Adverting 1o the 8th paragraph of your report, 1 am 
desired to inform you, that as the district of A'dhoi has 
now, for tlic first time, been brought within the census, 
Government is disposed to malce some allowance for 
the non-observance of his engagement by the chief who 
owns that district ; but it is desirable that he should be 
warned, in the name of Government, and in writing, that 
this will be the last lime he will receive such indul- 
gence. I am, on this occasion, deshed to refer you to 
the instructions of Government, contained iu Mr. Se- 
cretary Willoughby’s letter, dated the 29lh June, No. 
1841, directing you to extend to A'dhoi, the measures 
which have, for some years past, been in force in Kd- 
thidwdd, fox the prevention of infanticide. 

“ It is in the highest degree satisfactory to Govern- 
ment to observe, from the statements submitted with 
your present report, that notwithstanding Ihe unfavoura- 
ble result of the census of the district of A'dhoi and the 
Shdhpur taluka, still the excess of male over female re- 
gistered births in ihe province of Kathidwad, within the 
30 Jadejas taluka mentioned by you, was in 1837-38 
only 27 ; in 1838-39, 29 ; and in 1839-40, 27 ; while in 
1840-41, the census exhibits an excess of 32 females 
over the males. 

“ With reference to the 10th and 11th paragraphs of 
your report, the Governor in Council regrets muefTT5> 
pc’rceivo that out of seven cases of allege d*un riifutid e 
^investigated by the Political Agent, between May 1838 
and September 1840, eonvietion should have foil oyred in 
one instance only, although the presumption of gu9t 
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was more or loss si rang in four of the other eases, two 
only being proved false accusations. ” 

“The fact stated in the 32th paragraph of your report, 
that although the Jaitwa tribe was not included’" in Iho 
arrange mo uts adopted against the Jadnjas, still that 
their adoption has indirectly tended to the preservation' 
of females among the Jaitwas is considered by Govern- 
ment to bo very satisfactory, and the Governor in Coun- 
cil will look forward wilh groat interest for your pro- 
mised report in regard to this tribe. 

“ With reference tolhc 13th paragraph, I am desired 
to request that you will embrace the first opportunity 
of instituting inquiries, with the view of ascertaining 
whether, as is alleged, the crime of infanticide prevails 
among other tribes in Kathiawad besides those of the 
Jadeja and Jaitwa, and to inform you that it is satisfac- 
tory 1o Government to observe that you have succeeded 
in obtaining from the Manlca and Koranja tribes of 
Wngar, and from the Jadejas of Adhoi agreements to 
renounce this practice. 

“ The Honourable the Governor in Council is pleas- 
ed to sanction the aivaugcunent proposed in the 14th 
paragraph of your repoit, that the wife or nearest female 
relative of the person employed to lake the Jadeja 
census, be associated with him in the performance of 
this duty, as it will doutless constitute another check 
against false returns; you are accordingly authorized to 
grant to such female, during the time actually employ- 
ed in taking the census, a monthly allowance equal to 
half of the salary drawn by the censor, to be debited tp 
the Infanticide Fund, great care being taken to secure 
that the proposed limitation is duly observed. 

“While the Honourable the Governor in Council ad- 
that there is some force in Ihe general observations 
ofl?l y Ou"yy’you in the concluding paragraphs of your Jo- 
l ,c & not "aware that it has ever .been contended 
tSjbliG opinion in Kathiawad was so strong against,. 
Infanticide, as. to induce the other ek 
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spontaneously to come forward and actively co-opcratc 
with the British Govern men 1, in ils suppression. All 
that has been urged is this, that the voieo of nature be- 
ing with us, the measures adopted would at all events 
not be misunderstood, even if they are not viewed with 
decided approbation. In respect to the inquisitorial na- 
ture of the measures adopted by Government, it is, in 
the opinion of the Governor in Council, an unavoida- 
ble and necessary evil, since by no other means can 
the suppression of Infanticide be accomplished,* and 
Government must rely on the judgment and descretion 
of ils agents to prevent the innocent suffering from false 
accusations. These have, on a few occasions, undoubt- 
edly been preferred, but they have been heretofore in- 
variably detected, and none but the really guilly have 
suffered punishment. It will afford the British Govern- 
ment the highest gratification to see that happy day 
when it can with safety relax the penal measures 
now in oporalion against Infanticide, but, as observed 
by you, the present system can only be rolled upon 
1 during Ihc pressure of vigilant supervision,’ and even 
though other duties are neglected, the ngonl must never 

* [On this matter the minute of the Mr. G. W, (now Sir George) 
Antloison is well worthy of notice. " Captain Jacob points strongly Ike 
injury done to the wounded feelings of J&dejS pride, by the inquisitorial 
character of the inquiries the very nature of the crime compels Go- 
vernment to sanction. But Captain Jacob sees, ito well as any one 
else, that without these very inquiries the end in \iew would bo as far 
from us as over; and therefore we have the choice of haring inquiry 
so made, or quietly allowing this infant-murder to stalk ahioad as rife 
os ever. As to education, if we arc to wait for its effects, to trust to 
its iufiuouca, we must look forward perhaps to not less than a century. 
No, we must sincerely persist in our present efforts in our present sys- 
tem to stop this course of murder; and once effectually chocked, we 
may hope that the feeling and prejudice causing it may be overcawsj 
and then the inclination ceoso. To accomplish that cha ngg of r^ ein- 
dico and inclination must be our continued effort; and iffs evident our 
present system has already effected mnoh of tuts. I would strictly 
continue it, yot Certainly add to it as much of education as circum- 
will admit.”] 


17 
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relax from that supervision, The complete suppicssion 
of this crime must be a work of time ; bul looking back 
to the past, and seeing how much has been effected 
within a few short years, Government is encouraged 
strongly to hope that a steady and continued persever- 
ance in the measures now in operation will ultimately 
be crowned with full and entire success. On a refer- 
ence to Mr. Willoughby’s fiist report on this subject, 
dated the 24th September 1834, it appears that the num- 
ber of Jadoja females then ascertained to have been 
preserved in Kathiawad of all ages amounted to 696, 
and youi piesent report exhibits a total of 1,370, being 
an increase of 674 in less than seven yeais, which le- 
sult exceeds the most sanguine expectations of Gov- 
ernment. 

“ With reference to the propositions contained in the 
21st and 22nd paragraphs of your report for the diffusion 
of education in the province of Kathiaw&d, I am direct- 
ed to inform you that the Honourable the Governor in 
Council does not deem it expedient to mix up the ques- 
tion of education with that of infanticide; for Govern- 
ment has already once determined that the Infanticide 
Fund shall not be trenched upon for purposes of educa- 
tion ; and that before departing from this resolution, the 
consent of his Highness the Gaikawadis necessary. The 
Governor in Council is, however, of opinion that you 
should still endeavour to ascertain to what extent the 
chiefs and monied-men in Kathiawad are disposed to 
aid in the introduction of a general system of education 
in that province, and loieportthe result to Government. 

*• I am at the same time instructed to signify to you, 
that if it is deemed desirable, the Governor in Council 
has no objection to a prize being offered for an essay 
Sg ainat the practice of infanticide, to be afterwards 
prime ct' circulated in Kathiawad ; but that the offei 

S made to the scholars of the Native Edtica- 
ety in Bombay, as an object of emulation 
hsyjb and the amount thereof charged to the 
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educational funds. Government will, however, await 
your opinion on the subject. 

“With the view of proving that the British Govern- 
ment its resolved to persevere in its efforts to suppress 
the inhuman practice of infanticide, and in order that 
the subject may be kept alive in the minds of the people 
of Kathiawad, the Honourable the Governor in Council 
considers it advisable and expedient that you should 
embody the results of the present census in a proclama- 
tion, noticing in terms of commendation ihose chiefs 
who by these results are proved to have adhered to 
their engagements and the reverse of those who have 
not done so. This proclamation should be circulated 
throughout the province of Kathiawad. I am on this 
occasion desired to draw your allenlion to Mr. Chief 
Secretary Norris’s letter, dated the 22nd November 
(No. 1,824 of 1834) ; and to request that you will be 
pleased to report whether the instructions of Govern- 
ment therein conveyed have been acted upon, and par- 
ticularly whether tho measure sanctioned in the 8lli 
paragraph, of endeavouring to induce tho heads of those 
tribes who give daughters in marriage to the Jddejds, 
to stipulate at the time of betrothment for the preserva- 
tion of female issue by such marriages, has been carried 
into effect, and if so, with what success. 

“ With reference to the 22nd paragraph of Mr. Wil- 
loughby’s Report on Infanticide on the subject of grant- 
ing remission from, and delays in payment of Iribute, 
and honorary presents cither in clothes or money to sucli 
of the chiefs of Kdthiawdd as may distinguish them- 
selves by a conspicuous adherence to their engagements 
to renounce the custom of infanticide, 1 am directed to 
state that the Governor in Council is desirous of being 
informed whether the. present census does not eriaSITh 
ybu to point out any chiefs or inferior merffSertTof the 
tribe who have rendered ibemselvcs^desemng of the 
indulgences and rewards proposed by Mr, Willqjighby. 

“In conclusion, I am desired to inform you that the 
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Iiooor-in-Comicil view this point in a dlffcvenl tight, it 
will, I (ear, become necessary to change the present 
censor, who is otherwise very well qualified for his of- 
fice.” The reply to this part of Captain Jacob’fe com- 
munication was the following. “It is on all occasions 
the desire of Government to abstain from making any 
innovation-, on the prejudices of caste when the public 
interests or those of the community will not thereby be 
endangered, but that as by the adoption of the plan pro- 
posed by Captain Jacob, a great risk would be incurred 
of collusion or concealment another censor must be ap- 
pointed, unless the individual now entrusted with tha 1 
duly will agree to some female being associated with 
him who is not incumbered with prejudices of the na- 
ture mentioned by Capi. Jacob, since it will be highly im- 
portant lhal the political agent should have the free and 
unrestricted power of questioning the femalo employed 
upon this delicate duty, and that in cases of supposed 
infanticide in which her evidence may be required by 
the political agent she should give it without fear or 
demur of any kind.” 

Referring to education as a “special antidote to the 
moral disease under review,” Captain Jacob expressed 
his belief that unless the Government took the lead in 
the matter nothing could be expected from the chiefs, 
adding that the Infanticide Funds were ample for the 
object, and repeating his sentiment that being raised 
from the whole community they could not be belter em- 
ployed than in promoting the benefit of the whole com- 
munity. With reference to this matter, Captain Jacob 
was again requested to inform Government whether he 
had “endeavoured to ascertain the extent to which the 
chiefs and monied-men in Katbiawad could be prevail- 
e d^ upon to aid in the introduction of a general system 
of education in that province,” 

In regard to a^rize essay on Infanticide, Capl. Jacob 
fecorwmended that the sum offered should be liberal, say 
a thousand rupqes ; that public competition should be 
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invited; and th at the Board of Education should decide 
on the rncrils of the competitors. The sums eventually 
offered by Government were six hundred rupees for 
the beet, and four hundred for the second best essay, if 
worthy of reward, the adjudicators appointed being Mr. 
Tbwnsend of the Civil Service, the Rev. Mr. Pigott, Se- 
cretary to the Education Society, and Dr. C. Morehoad, 
Secretary Lo the Board of Education. The first prize 
was gained by Mr. Bhdu Daji, an alumnus of the El- 
pliinstone Institution. No essay was given in worthy of 
a second prize. 

Respecting the injunction of the Rajputs furnishing 
wives to Jadejas to stipulate for the preservation of 
their fe.male offspring, Captain Jacob reported lhal he 
had complied with the instructions of Government but 
had not yet learned the result, adding that he was not 
sanguine of success, owing to native apathy and dislike 
to interference with family concerns, and tolhe supposed 
unwillingness of the Rajputs to deprive their daughters 
of a chance of a Jadcja alliance unless in the case of a 
unanimous concurrence. The political agent was re- 
quested by Government, awaiting the result of Captain 
Jacob’s injunctions lo the Rajputs, to proseculo the ob- 
ject aimed at. 

In reply to the question relative to rewards from the 
Infanticide Fund, Captain Jacob staled that, while from 
his not having sufficient confidence in tlio accuracy of 
the census formerly forwarded by him he was not dis- 
posed to recommend tho bestowal at that lime of any 
honorary rewards on the Jadejas, he thought that small 
presents might be given to each of seven J&qlejas report- 
ed as having four or five female children, if personal 
observation confirmed the census. This proposal re- 
ceived the approbation of Government. 

* The most interesting portion of Capt. j9Scoo ; s"Tetter 
was the following. “ I beg to transmit an application 
from the Jam of Nawanagar asking the assistance of 
Government for twenty-one members of his bhaiy&4 to 
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facilitate the marriage of twenty- two daughter, which 
L beg 1o recommend for favorable consideration. The 
Jam has all along regarded the anti-infanticide meas- 
ures of Government with extreme jealousy ; audit is a 
great point gained that he should by the step which he 
has now taken for the first lime have thus tendered thefn 
a species of voluntary acknowledgment. The amount 
asked for is higher than the sums usually granted by 
Government on similar occasions; and an average of two 
hundred rupees for each daughter, making a lolal of Ru- 
pees 4,400, might be considered sufficient The Gov- 
ernment sanctioned the payment of five thousand rupees 
to the parties indicated by Ihe Jam. 

In conclusion, Capt. Jacob annexed an abstracl of the 
census completed up to the end of 1841, making a few 
corrections in the previous lists. This list gave the total 
of Jddeja males in Kathiawad on the 31st December 
1841 as 6,10G, and of females as 1,602. The number 
of male Jail was was at the same time 125 and of fe- 
males 48. Major Jacob expressed the hope that the 
annual report demanded by Government could now be 
regularly furnished. 
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COLONEL POTTINGER’s MEASURES FOR THE SUPPRESSION 
OP INFANTICIDE IN K.ACIII1— TISIT TO 1CACHII OP SIR 
JOHN MALCOLM— EDUCATION OF THE RA'o De'sALJi' 
AND HIS EARLY DESIRES FOR THE ABOLITION OF IN- 
FANTICIDE AND OTHER CRIMES — REPORTS AND EXER- 
TIONS OF COLONEL MELVILLE AND MR. MALET — TUB 
VIGOROUS EFFORTS OF THE RA'o. 

We have already incidentally referred to Major [now 
Sir,] Henry Pottingev as the successor of Mr. Gardiner 
in the residency at Blmj, the capital of Kachli. lie was 
early distinguished as a courageous and successful 
eastern traveller; and lie was generally and deservedly 
esteemed an officer of ability aud determination, as he 
lias since sufficiently proved himself in the high appoint- 
ments which he has hold connected with hot It (lie Im- 
perial and East Tndia Company’s Services, He entered 
on his office in .Kachli in 1825. At this time, Ihc Riio 
Deaalji, the prince of the province elected by the Jtide- 
jas in the remarkable circumstances already mentioned 
by ns, was only about eight years of age. Major Pol- 
lingcr, according to arrangements also already referred 
to, was a member and president of the regency by which 
the affairs of the state were managod during his minori- 
ty. The circumstance tended to the increase of British 
influence in the state, as well as facilitated the trai*»s- 
fion of business. 

Major Pottinger’s early efforts in behalf of the aboli- 
tion of infanticide, aud of the difficulties encountered by 
him, have been thus summarily exhibited by hiufself, in 
a letter addressed by him to Mr. C. E. Trevelyan, de- 
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puty secretary to I he Government of India, and dated 
the 31st August 1835. 

“ The suppression of Infanticide appears to me by far 
the most difficult subject that we have ever had«to deal 
with in India ; Satis, or the immolation of children on 
the Ganges, were nothing when compared to it. Th6y 
simply required the fiat of the Government to put a stop 
to them in our own territories, but to even check infant- 
icide we have 1o oppose not only sentiments which are 
strong enough to suppress the common feelings of hu- 
man naluie, and J may even say of the most Bavage 
wild animals, but to interfere in the most secret and sa- 
cred affairs amongst the higher classes of natives, of 
women ; for no one who has been a short time in India, 
and has used his powers of observation, can have help- 
ed perceiving how scrupulously every man pretending 
to respectability refrains from any allusion 1o his fe- 
males old or young. 

“ When I first came to Kachh, ton years ago, I set out 
with all the zeal of a new comer to root out the practice, 
but I soon discovered my mistake. The Mehtas, sent 
at my request, by the regency, were either cajoled 
by false returns, or expelled from towns and villages, 
not only by the classes charged with the crime but by 
the other inhabitants whom long habit had taught to 
view the business with indifference if not absolute ap- 
probation.# I next got the darb6r to summon all 1 he 

* [On the 27th September 1826, Major Pottingcr forwarded to the 
Bombay Government “ a list of all the female J&dejit children that 
were Jiving on the 1st of the present [native] year.” It comprehend- 
ed only 148 names. “I have made an arrangement,” he wrote on. this 
occasion, “ in concert with the other members of the regency for the 
birth of every child, (whether raalo or female,) that occurs in a Jade- 
ii&damily being reported to the Darbar; and as all deaths axe to be 
the same timo in the same manner, I hope these precautions 
will effectually put a stop to any instances of infanticide that may still 
be occasionally practised.” This measure was approved by the 
GSfetyemojf in Council, who considered it extremely desirable that a 
ctmak shduldj if practicable, be introduced into K&thi&wad as 
he Boflt&ftl e^ont there tyas immediately informed.] 
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Jadcj&fi to Bhnj, and partly by Ihnfal and partly by per- 
suasion, arranged with them to furnish quarterly slnle- 
ments of the births within their respective estates. This 
plan I Saw from the onlsct was defective, bul it was the 
best I could hit upon at the moment. It proved how- 
ever an utter failure; within six months most of the 
Jaclcjas declared their inability to act up to their agree- 
ment, even as far as regarded their nearest relations. 

“ Several fathers, for instance, assured me that they 
dare not establish such a scrutiny regarding their grown 
up sons, and Iho few censuses that were furnished, T 
found to have been drawn up by guess work, from what 
may be termed the tittle-tattle of the village. My next 
idea was, that, as all the Jadejas profess to be blood re- 
lations of the Rao of Kaclih, they might be requested to 
announce to him as the head of the tribe, as well as 
Government, the fact of their wives being enceinte, and 
eventually the result . The scheme appeared feasible 
to the ministers, but when wo proposed it lo the Jadeju 
members of the regency they received it with feelings 
of equal disgust and horror. Two modes further sug- 
gested themselves of carrying our object. The one to 
use direct aulhority and force, bul that would no doubt 
be at variance with the spirit if not the letter of the 
treaty. The other to grant a portion lo every Jadejd 
girl on her marriage. This latter method, proposed to 
the Bombay Government by my predecessor, (Mr. Gar- 
diner,) had been explicitly negatived, and lhat negative 
had been confirmed by the Honourable Court of Direc- 
tors; under these circumstances I was obliged to re- 
main quiet. Sir John Malcolm came to Bhuj in March 
1830. He made a speech to the assembled Jadej&s on 
the enormity of the crime, and told them the English 
nation would force the East India Company to dissolve'” 
all connexion with a people who persisted in it. The 
J&dejas of course individually denied the qharge, but 
they afterwards inquired from me how the Governor 
could talk so to Ihom alamoinenl when we were court- 
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•ing the friendship oT Sindh, in which child-murder is 
carried lo a much greater extent than even in Kaclih, 
for it is a well known fact that all the illegitimate off- 
spring horn to men of any rank in that country 'arc in- 
discriminately put to death without reference to sex.* 
Subsequent td Sir John’s visit, an impostor of the name 
of Vijaya Bhatt went to Bombay, presented a petition to 
Government setting forth iny supinencss, and offering if 
furnished with some peons lo do all that was required, j- 
This petition was referred to me to report on, which I did 
as it merited, and mailers lay in abeyance till the young 
Rao was installed in July, 1834, when lie adopted the 
most decided steps to enforce that article of the treaty 
which provides for the suppression of infanticide. He 
took a paper from the whole of his brethren reiterating 
that stipulation, and agreeing to abide the full conse- 
quences if they broke it, 1 officially promised the Rao 
our support in all his measures, and we have been 
watching ever since for an occasion lo make a signal ex- 
ample, but the difficulty of tracing and bringing home 
such an allegation will be understood from this letter, 
qnd it would be ruin to attempt lo do so on uncertain 
grounds and fail. 1 do however think that our best, per- 
haps only chance of success rests with the Rao, who is 
most sincere in his detestation of the crime, and liis 
wish to stop it, 

“I quite concur with Mr. Wilkinson^: that infant- 

* [The murder of illegitimate children is dreadfully prevalent, there 
is reason to fear, through all the native states of India. A few years 
ago a representation was made on the custom to the Bombay Govern- 
ment by an humble Dhed of K&thiawud.] 

i 

f [The party here referred lo is an old Jaina priest, nearly deaf, 
aamqt} Gurji Khantt Vijaya. Though he made a wrong movement in 
‘'this <jasc, and his proposed appliances were most inadequate, Bis zeal 
for tho abdfftioTLof infanticide was creditable to him as a native.] 

| [Mr. Lancelot WiEtiuson of the Bombay Civil Service, who was 
at this tijge zealously labouring for the abolition of Infanticide in the 
miner Rajput states of Central India under the political superintend- 
ence of the Government of India,] 
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jcido is canicd to an extent of which wo have hardly 
yol a complete notion in India. 'I'hc Run lold mo very 
bluntly, that he had jnsl found out that n Iribe ol IVfu- 
salmanS called “ Sammas,”# who came oiigmally from 
Sindh, and now inhabit the islands in the Ran, paying 
at? ill-defined obedience to Kachli, put all their daugh- 
ters to death merely to save Ihe expense and trouble of 
rearing them. He has taken a bond from all the heads 
of the tribe to abandon the horrid cuslom, bul, as he 
justly remarked, ho has hardly the means of enforcing it . 

“ I had no intention when I took tip my pen of say- 
ing so much, but have been insensibly drawn on to tell 
you all I know of Infanticide in Kachb. Of its oiigin, 
I can only repeat the general tradition of ils being a 
scheme hit on by one of the Jddcjas to prevent their 
daughters, who cannot marry in their own tribe, from 
disgracing their families by prostitution. The Jadcjas 
of Kachh have, perhaps, adopted all the vices, whilst 
they have few or none of the saving qualities of Musal- 
mans. No people appear to have so llioiough a con- 
tempt for women, and yet, strange to say, wo often see 
the dowagers of households taking ihe lead in both 
public and private matters amongst them. Their tcucls 
are, however, that women mo innately vicious, and il 
must be confessed that they have good cause lo draw 
this conclusion in Kachh, in which 1 strongly suspect 
there is hardly one chaste female. We eon understand 
the men amongst tho JadejaR getting reconciled lo in- 
fanticide, from hearing it spoken of Irom their very 
births, as a necessary and laudable pioceeding, bul sev- 
eral instances have been told to mo where young 
mothers, piSt before mairied from other tribes, and even 
brought from distant countries, have strenuously urged 
the destruction of their own infants, oven in opposition 
to the father’s disposition to save them. ThSfe is n stale 
of things for which I confess I cannot %fier any explan- 


* [Of the same stock originally as the J&dejis.] 
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ation, and which would astonish us in a tigress or a 
she-wolf.” 

To this important communication, we would take the 
liberty of adding a few supplementary and illustrative 
remarks. 

1. Colonel Pottinger’s zeal for the abolition of In- 
fanticide in Kachh, we are persuaded, effected every- 
thing which could be done for the suppression of that 
atrocity, in the absence of absolutely coercive measures. 
To these, in the first instance at leasl, that distinguish- 
ed official cnterlained great repugnance, founded on 
what he conceived to be the restrictions of the treaty 
and the political exigencies of the case. He was doubl- 
less perfectly conscientious in his judgment of that 
agreement and these exigencies. In our lmmblc inter- 
pretation of the objects of the treaty, however, we con- 
sider thal it allows a sufficiently broad margin for such 
coercive measures as were adopted in ICathiawad in 
1834, and as have been ultimately resorted to by 
the Rao Desalji himself, acting on his own authority and 
with the advice of the Brilish Government. The power 
now legitimately exercised by the Rao could formerly 
have been exercised by the regency, though it must be ad- 
mitted not with that degree of personal influence which 
the Rao individually possesses. In the matter of in- 
fanticide, moreover, all the Jadejas who enjoyed Ibe 
British guarantee were responsible by trealy to the 
British Government. Had Colonel Pottingex persever- 
ed in his original admirable plans for the registration 
of Jadeja births, and measures oven still more inquisi- 
torial, no blame could have been legitimately attached 
to him by any of the nobles or ignobles of that unnatu- 
ral fraternity. 

Sir John Malcolm was accustomed to make most 
oitTRusiasti^ references to his address to the Jadejas bn 
the subject of infanticide on his visit to Bhuj in 1830. 
U la thus noticed in a despatch of the Bombay Govern- 
ment to the Court of Directors, dated, the 10th August 
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1831. “Our president took this opporl unity to express 
his sentiments most fully on the subject of infanticide. 
The Jadej&skncw, he said, the solicitude of the British 
Government for the abolition of that most barbarous 
crime, which so far from being countenanced or sanc- 
tioned by the usage of Hindus, was held in utter exe- 
cration by all of that race except the few tribes of Baj- 
puts by whom it was introduced and continued to be 
practised from motives of family pride. The Jadejas 
of Kachh, he said, had long been reproached with this 
horrid and inhuman usage, the abolition of which had 
never ceased to be ardently desired by the British, one 
of whose principal motives in contracting and maintain- 
ing the connexion with Kachh was its hope of accom- 
plishing this highly valued object, lie feared, lie said, 
that little respect had been paid on this head by the Ja- 
dejas to the 17th article of the treaty of 1819, and he 
was well aware that men did not readily abandon the 
customs of their ancestors, but ho felt il his duty to de- 
clare to ihem tlial by continuing the practice of Jnfanl- 
ioidc they incurred the risk of losing the protection of 
the British Government.” 

3. Colonel Poltinger founds his principal expecta- 
tion of the abolition of Infanticide in Ifachh on the per- 
sonal and official influence of the R&o D^salji ; and his 
efforts and arrangements for the instruction and train- 
ing of tlial young prince were of the most judicious and 
meritorious character. Had he been his own son, he 
could not have been more attentive than lie was to his 
intellectual and social interests. Alter securing for 
him instruction in the Indian languages, he placed him, 
for the acquisition of English and general culture, 
under the care of the Bev, James Gray,- — formerly of the 
High School of Edinburgh, but then the chaplain of tlie 
station, specially selected for it by Sir JohnflMalcoim, — 
a gentleman of unbounded benevolctice of ^havactcv, 
distinguished literary taste, poetical distinction, %ncl ex- 
emplary Christian zeal. Mr. Gray was enthusiastically 
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fond botli of his charge and its sjiccinl duties, to which 
he devoted as much attention as the usages and inter- 
ruptions of a Rajput palace permitted. The progress 
of his pupil was in every respeel as satisfactory tfb could 
have been expected ; and he displayed the most amia- 
ble and hopeful trails of character and ardent attach- 
ment to his tutor, 1o whose respected memory, on his 
lamented death in September 1 830, he erected a hand- 
some monument in the camp burying-grouncl at JBhuj 
Sir John Malcolm regretted much that he did not know 
a chaplain at this time on the Bombay establishment 
fitted, by his knowledge of the Indian languages and 
customs and desire of native improvement, to lake Mr. 
Gray’s place ; and failing to get one of the Scotch mis- 
sionaries, with whom he? entered into communication 
on the subject, to leave Ins peculiar evangelistic work 
to undertake that duty, — the great importance of which 
he readily admitted, — and to enter the educational 

‘ A very interesting biographical notice of Mr. Gray, by bis son-in- 
law the late Robert Cotton Money, Esq., C. S., for some timo Assist- 
ant Resident at Bhuj under Colonel Polliuger, is prinLed in the Ori- 
ental Christian Spectator for May 1S3I. Respecting his connexion 
with the Rao it is there thus written. “Soon at ter Mr. Gray’s arrival 
in Kachh [in 1826], several respectable natives, driven perhaps by 
curiosity alone, continually visited him j and, as some have told me, 
they thought a padre must know more than any other man. On ob- 
serving the freedom from prejudice which Iho inhabitants of this singu- 
lar little country have, lie considered it no unlikely thing to gain at last 
admittance to the young Rao as his preceptor. lie was fortunato in 
possessing the friendly opinion of Colonel Poltinger ou this point, 
whose influence as Regent during the boy’s minority was meritoriously 
employed In cultivating the future King’s mind, and moulding it to a 
form more suited to rule with European prudence and decision than 
oriental pomp and criminal partiality. By the Resident’s permission, 
and the approbation of the oilier membera of the regency, and to the 
- greaf delight of his after favouvito pupil, he commenced his labours as 
his flRor. Revised to attend at the palace four times in^ the weSk. 
The liberality of Govejgiment placed in bis hands the means of fami- 
liarizing thr' minds of the natives with the elements of Astronomy. 
Nothing ased to delight him more than these trips, from which he re- 
turned vvihK deeper feelings of affection for the young R&o.” 
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service of Government -with liberal oilers of prcJor- 
ment in that department, he left tlie tutorship vsieanl 
for a short time. On the recommendation of (Jolouel 
Pottiugev, Captain John Ci'ofton. of H. M.’s 6th Regi- 
ment, a gentleman -who had received a univci&ity edu- 
ction at Trinity College, Dublin, ultimately succeeded 
Mr. Gray, in 1 832, and faithfully and effectively con- 
tinued the work of instruction which had been so hope- 
fully begun. The periodical reports of the progress of 
the prince by that officer to Colonel Pottinger were 
veiy encouraging, while at the same time they were ju- 
dicious and discriminative. 

On the 8th of July, 1834, the Bao entered on his 
duties and privileges as ruler of Ifachh, the regency 
having been terminated a year sooner than had at first 
been intended, on account of the progress of his High- 
ness in education and 1 raining. 

On the succeeding day, His Highness addressed tlie 
following letter, written in his own hand, to Lord Clare, 
the Governor of Bombay. 

“ I have had the pleasure to receive your Lordship’s 
letter of congratulation. — By the favour of the British 
Goverument, J have been early plaood on the throne 
of my fathers. 

“ [ feol all the sentiments in the letter of your Lord- 
*sfiip : they are good and kind. I hope by doing justice 
and showing mercy, to make my ignorant people know 
lhat I am not a tyrant, but a king, and father over them. 

“Since 1819, Kachh has much improved. It is owing 
to the good and &trong rule of my friend and benefactor 
Colonel Pottinger. Then there was war, nor^tbere is 
peace. He has made good arrangements. I have thank- 
ed the President in the public Darbar, and often, in 
private, for all his kindness. Now, my Lord, I much , 
lib’e the approbation of the British Government myself, 
and, therefore, I hope your Lordship ^ill thank Colonel 
Pottinger for all the good he has done to me, an<i to my 
subjects as President of fhe regency for many years. I 

18 
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have sent out a Proclamation against the murder of Fe- 
male Infants; and this had custom shall end. 

“I hope to do many oilier good and proper things with 
the aid of my friend Colonel Pottinger. He lt»ow& all 
my plans, and he will write to your Loidship whatever 
I do. r 

“I desire very much the constant friendship of the 
British Government. I request of your Lordship to ac- 
cept my friendship and giatitude, and to overlook my 
writing and style, which aic not yet fit for the eyes of 
your Lordship. — I have, etc.” Ra'o Dl/s vlti'.* 

An extract of a letter of Lieutenant Cvofton, dat- 
ed Mdndavi, September 30th, 1834, and addressed 
to Colonel Pottinger, will enable the reader to foim 
a correct judgment of the lido’s attainments and cul- 
ture. 

“ I have felt considerable regret at the exaggerated es- 
timate of the attainments of His Highness, formed by 
partial judges, which has gone forth to the public through 
the newspapers of the Presidency, but which 1 trust, for 
ihe sake of the Rao, and what he moot respects — truth 
— may meet with as little credence from Government, as 
the numerous libels of late uttered against j ourself. The 
statement, made in my report of April last, is that which 
I consider to be rigidly correct: and no augmentation 
to the literary attainments of Ilis Highness has been* 
since made ; for, you arc fully aware that all the studies 
under me have been suspended since June labt, and that, 
during the last four months, the time and attention of 
the Edo have been devoted to patient and toilsome in- 
vestigations into state papers, claims, and privileges, 
and in carrying into execution numerous salutary re- 
forms, in effecting which your exertions were so long 
thvTarted by ignorance, obstinacy, interest, and intrigue. 

’►That tifcc knowledge of English acquired by his 
Highnesses meagre must be admitted, and that a long- 


Oriental Christian Spectator, 1834. 
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or time and different circumstances would be required 
for obtaining a sounder and more extensive acquaint- 
ance with a language, difficult even to the cleverest 
foreigner in Europe. Still, though not an English 
.scholar, Jlis Highness very nearly approaches to an Eng- 
lish thinker, and in manner and in iccling more resem- 
bles the English gentleman, than the Indian rajd. Per- 
haps there is not another instance in Indian history of 
a prince, like Rao Desalji, having made such a rapid 
progress in letters, or having attained, at so early an age, 
to such a strength and vigor of intellect. The clearness 
of apprehension, and the patience of investigation, 
which he has evinced since he came to the throne, and 
the justice and mercy of all bis acts, alike prove him to 
be wise above his years, as to have benefited by the 
knowledge of European laws and ethics. 

“The happiest results may be anticipated from a rule 
so auspiciously commenced, and must indeed follow 
from the firmness and mildness which His Highness 
has displayed, particularly in some late trying circum- 
stances al Manclavi while removed from the benefit of 
your counsel, in which lie has proved himself capable, 
by thinking maturely and then acting promptly, aud fear- 
lessly putting down Ihc factions of till classes— even 
Ihose formerly protected by reverence for caste. 1 
naturally must feel anxious, while desirous of not ex- 
aggerating the acquirements in English of His High- 
ness, that the Gfovernment should be fully acquainted 
with the sound common sense, keensightedness, patience 
in inquiry, judgment, justice, mercy, and temper, 
with which the Rao transacts the affairs of hisTcountry, 
and how closely he scrutinizes every act of Govern- 
ment, to compare it with the principles on which h^has 
read and been told that it proceeds. In his privatq^nd, 
domcstia^characler, he is a rare instance&f all that is 
amiable and virtuous ; aud is as free fiom prejudice and 
bigotry as any Hindu can bo, without relinquishing that 
faith of which he must be, as Raja, the nominal profes- 
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sor; if not the veal believer.* I ean appeal to your own 
intimate knowledge of this youug prince’s character for 
all that I have said in his praise : and it must be obvious 
that by treating him more like a petty European Sove- 
reign than as an Indian Raja, in our communications 
with him, we must increase in him the high opinion 'lie 
already entertains for all that is English. 

“ I need not observe to yon, that the Rao of JKachh 
will be the first to hail the adoption of English as the 
medium of political correspondence, for, as he lately 
remarked in your presence ‘the language of Persia is 
not the language of truth but of compliment, and the 
worst of all original tongues for business.’ 

“ In parting from His Highness, I have presented 
him a letter of friendly advice, and urged him by public 
and by private motives to pursue the course of good rule, 
which he has so well and so ably commenced, recom- 
mending him in all his difficulties and doubt3 to seek 
the guidance of the British president, and to Temembcv 
that so long as he should merit the alliance of the 
British, the same power, which had defended and se- 
cured his claim to the throne, would never cease to sup- 
port him in all his just measures and rights, against (he 
evil and rebellious of his subjects. 

“ In conclusion, I beg leave most respectfully to ex- 
press the deep sense of gratitude which 1 feel, for Ihe 
steady support you gave me through a delicate and, dif- 
ficult duty, — and for the approbation of my humble ef- 
forts to effect, under your instructions, the objects 6f 
Government.” 

The Court of Directors, as well as the Government of 
Bombay, were much gratified by the accounts given by 
Colonel Pottiuger and Mr. Crofton of the personal oha- 
-.racter of the Rao, of the reforms contemplated by him 

* * ^ 

* [“Few or uo kings Aave lost thoir thrones on becoming Christians.” 

—Editor afuie Oriental Christian Spectator, And surely, if even, the 
supreme Government of India be Christian, the subordinate Govern- 
ments of the country can he Christian also,] 
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in his public and private establishments, of his mode of 
conducting the affairs of his state, and especially of his 
determination to enforce the article of the treaty which 
forbids ’female Infanticide. Of this facl His Highness 
was duly informed. 

We may be excused for introducing into this place, 
as directly bearing on the mailers now referred to, an 
extract from a journal, addressed to a friend, of the fiist 
missionary tour inKachh, performed by us a few months 
after the R&o came into the possession of the full pow- 
ers of his sovereignty. 

“ February 23rd. Colonel Pottinger kindly introduc- 
ed Mr. Eyvie and me to the Rio Hesalji. He received 
us at the palace with much cordiality, and proved very 
affable. 

“ Tho report of the attainments of His Highness, pre- 
sented by Mr. Crofton to Colonel Pottinger on the re- 
signment of his charge on the day that the Rao ascend- 
ed the masnad, and which is printed in the Oriental 
Christian Spectator for January last, appears to me to 
be remarkably candid and correct. 

“His Highness’s acquaintance with the English lan- 
guage is considerable. Of its vocables he has a credit- 
able store, and a' tolerably ready, though not a very 
correct, use. While of the English literature and sci- 
ence, properly so called, ho has little knowledge, he has 
a general aoquaiutancc with English life, and manners 
and customs. As an oriental linguist, he is deserving 
of much praise. With the Kachhi, Gujarati, Hindustani, 
and Persian, he is familiar ; and he is able to spea k and 
read them with fluency. He is distinguished " for his 
good sense ; and manifests a vast deal more of correct 
and amiable feeling than I have seen among any oj^the 
grandees in India. There are few, indeed, of thej^a- 
* lives of Bombay, whom I should prefer beforG him in this 
respect. There is a modesty on th? one ha^d, and a 
self-respect on the other, which I have seldom seen 
united in a native of Asia. He is represented by those 
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who know liim as free from the prominent vices for 
which many of his predecessors were so lamentably 
distinguished, and which led to the misery of their sub- 
jects and their own ruin. lie is much respccled and 
beloved by his people, as well he may; and, under God, 
he may prove to them the source of the greatest blefis- 
ings. He has commenced his reign, by declaring his 
determination to suppress infanticide ; to prevent an 
increase of the Pawaiyas, (Eunuchs and Sodomites,) 
who have formerly not only been tolerated in the coun- 
try, but received from it stale endowments, and been 
recognized as entitled to receive per nnnvm a loaf of 
bread and four pice fiom every inhabitant of the land; 
and to discourage other evil practices.* In reference 
to infanticide, he has brought all the Jadejas under new 
and strict engagements; and an offender he has signally 
punished. We took an opportunity of commending him 
for what ho has done in this matter, and encouraged him 
to persevere. He expressed himself in a satisfactory 
manner on the subject ; and cloarly showed that the 
common feelings of humanity have full play in his 
breast. I cannot say so much for any other Jadcjd 
whom we have seen, either in Kathiawad or Kachli . 

“ The Rao is certainly superior in some respects to the 
superstitions of the country. His suspicions of the va- 
nity of idolatry, however, are not sufficiently Mrong to 
lead him directly to discourage its practice. He lives 

* " To watch the progress of crime is most awful, In all JadejA 
towns there is a large population 6f those degraded wretches thePawai- 
yAs, iututstn-) of brothels for the most abominable wickednoss. Mandavf, 
Nawapagar, Ooudal and Rajkot are the chief scats of these debased 
specimens of humanity. In Mandavi thero are 40 houses of Pawaiyas j 
in Bhuj from 15 to 20 ; in NawAnagar, 40. There are none in the 
Jk.il a. villages, and in JunlgAd only one or two. In RAjkot, DbarbI, 
Mum, Gondak and Dhorajf, several. The JAdejAs aro, ^dth few ex- 
ceptions, in every way* a disgrace to the name of man.”— Report on 
Ifcfantfeideiof James ErSkine, Esq,, 30th June, 1837, A few of these 
unhappy"* beings, who In the first instance aro brought to vice and 
wretchedness by their patents, are seen even in the British territories. 
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xn an atmosphere of contagion; and he has not escaped 
infection. He observes heathen rites ; and he lately 
yielded to the solicitations of his mother, and repaired 
a temple which had been long neglected, The horrid 
practice of Sati, he has not yet opposed. A poor delud- 
ed* woman of the town burnt herself with the body of 
her husband, about two months ago. 

“His Highness seemed aware that Christiana profess 
to worship only the great Cicalor, and that the English 
have no images in their temples. "We regretted to find, 
however, that of the principles of Christianity he has no 
knowledge. His curiosity on the subject, it was not 
difficult to awaken. Ho readily received the books and 
tracts, which wc gave to him, questioned us as to their 
contents,- and promised 1o read them. I have little 
doubt that he will act according to his declaration. He 
observed that lie is convinced that the English couldnot 
have attained to their present greatness without a good 
religion. The books with which I presented him, were 
Mr. Gray’s translation of the Gospel in Kuchin,* and my 

* “The Gospel is not only the first book printed, but the first book 
written in Itachhl, It was viewed as a great curiosity. The Rfio 
mentioned that while the language in which it is written is generally un- 
derstood, and spoken by the lower orders of the people, it is never 
used even for a single note, and, of course, never taught in schools. 
Ha added, that Gujarati and Hindustani are spoken by great numbers 
of the people, understood by ail, except those in tho noilh, who follow 
a pastoral life and ha\e no villages, taught in schools, and used, more 
particularly the former, in all correspondence. The Resident, and the 
Ministers, expressed their assent to what he said on this subject. As 
all this authority possesses the greatest weight; as tho testimony which 
we have received from nalhcs, and our own observation ngl'dfl' with If j 
and as books inKacbhl cad bo read only by those who road eitherGuja- 
r&tlor Hindustani, it seems to follow as a consequence, that we ought to 
conclude that there is no occasion for multiplying them at pjjsent. * 
Were missionaries settled in the country, they would of course 4eek* 
the educate* of the lowest orders, and promote their instruction through 
the language most familiar to them. Mr. Grnyy in malsjjm bis version 
of the Gospels, (for I havo now learned from his munshl t§at he trans- 
lated the whole of them,) contemplated of course the use (?f them in 
connexion with Kachhi schools, which if God had spared him, his 
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two Exposures of Hinduism, and Refutation ofMnhniu- 
madi&m. The Rao read the introduction to the Refuta- 
tion of Muhammadisxn in Hindustani, and observed 
that the discovery of truth must bo the result of discus- 
sion. He seemed to derive much pleasure from the 
anticipation that the pamphlet would prove a curioCis 
treat to the darbar munshi. Mr. Fyvie presented His 
Highness with a copy of two of the Gospels, and Acls, 
a Summaiy of the Holy Scriptures, Forms of Public 
Worship, and a variety of small tracts in Gujarati. He 
read a portion of some of the tracts, and conversed a 
little about them. He told us that Mr. Crofton had in- 
formed him that the Bible had been translated into many 
languages; and we took occasion to state the motives of 
the Christian public in giving it a universal circulation, 
and noticed the contrast between their conduct and that 
of the Brahmans, who prohibit their followers, not of 
the sacred order, from porusing the Vedas, and that of 
the Musulmans, who propagated their faith at the point 
of the sword. We promised to send him, through Col. 
Pottingcr, complete copies of the Scriptures in English 
and Gujarati. He said that lie would receive ihcm 
with much pleasure. 

“His Highness seemed to be quile familiar with the 
statistics of his country. Colonel Pottingcr mentioned 
to us, that he is an excellent man of business, and in- 
terested even in the minuticr of his affairs. He spolce of 
both his instructors with much interest. He has erect- 

benevolence would have prompted him to establish. If the present 
pettceftd'r'Wrj of the country continue, the Kachhi language [as spoken 
in this country] will prohably perish in the course of half a century. 
None will regret its decoase, for no treasures of knowledge will perish 
- with it. All the friends of the religious improvement of the people 
.jvfll hail their universal accessibility through the medium of Gujardti 
and*6indusilnt, in which the Scriptures, and a variety^f Christian 
publications, already e*i$t. I have made these observations with tbo 
view of discharging a duty which I owe to the Bombay Bible Society, 
in whpseCjehalf I edited the Kachhi Gospel, to which reference has , 
been made, and (he other philanthropic institutions whose sphere of 
labour is the WGst of India.’’ 
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ed a monument to the memory of Air. Gray; and he of- 
ten peruses, he observed, n valcdiclory letter of advice 
addressed to him by Mr. Crollon. We recommended 
him tonobserve its counsels, and remarked that his own 
welfare and Ihc weal of his people, must ever much de- 
pend on the attention which he pays to its precepts, and 
other moral instructions which he has received. Yatha 
raja tathapraja : as is the king, so are the people. Mr. 
Money’s death he noticed with much regret. In Colo- 
nel Pottinger, he seem to have much confidence, and to 
him he evidently bears both great affection and respect. 
The English, in general, he considers as his true 
friends. They are so in every sense of the term. To 
them, under God, is he indebted not only for bis edu- 
cation, but even for his throne and the peace of his 
country, which a few years ago was the scene of ra- 
pine, plunder, and bloodshed. May lie speedily learn 
from them the way of eternal life, and receive, through 
faith in the Son of God, the salvation of his immortal 
soul, and enter into that kingdom which passelh not 
away! 

“When wc were about to leave the room in which 
His Highness received us, he begged of us to wait to 
see a gigantic Zangibarian slave whom he had lately 
obtained in a present. We sat till the African Hercules 
came to make his salam, and in the interval conversed 
with the king on the subject of slavery. Wc were de- 
lighted to hear him announce, that he not only treated 
his slaves with kindness, but that he had given them to 
wit, on the occasion of the desertion of two of them, that 
they might all take their departure whenever tJTSJf knight 
feci inclined.* 

* " The Rio, on our rising to return home, after a long intflView, 
[imposed Jp. show us all thd curiosities of his palace syid palace -yard! 
He personally pointed out to us every object of insteroet. What struch 
US most was the darb&r room of the Rio Likhii? It is cft^frnctodwith 
a taste highly creditable to the workmen of Bhuj 5 and ii contains 
many ornaments brought from Holland by a Kachhi who visited that 
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“ I do not recollect any thing else worthy of particu- 
lar notice in connexion with our gratifying visit to the 
Rao, I have always viewed him with the greatest inter- 
est, especially since Sir John Malcolm made io mo the 
proposals with which you arc aeejuainted. We sent a 
few pamphlets in Gujarati to his father, Bharmalji, w&o 
has been at liberty for several years, and who is now 
conducting himself with general propriety.^ 

“Many natives called upon us in the afternoon. 
From the darbar munshi, who was formerly with Mr. 
Gray, I received a satisfactory account of the manner in 
which the Kacbhi version of the Gospels was execut- 
ed.” 

Little, ox nothing, after this, was heard of the pro- 
gress of anti-infanticide measures in Kachli for two or 
three years; though it was generally believed that the 
Rao was continuing to make his influence bear on the 
abolition of the inhuman custom which was so destruc- 
tive of the character of his tribe. In 1838, Colonel Pot- 
tingcr had his political charge extended to Sindh, where, 
as resident at the Court of the Amirs at Haidarabad, his 
services, prior to the commencement of tlic unfortunate 
expedition to Afghanistan, and especially in connexion 

country upwards of a ccntuiy ago. The RAo lias an.oxcellent collec- 
tion of horses ; and he evidently takes great delight in inspecting them. 
Those of the breed peculiar to the country, are very superior as Indian 
steeds. We saw, for the first time, specimens of the lions found in 
Kilhiawad and Parkar, &e. They are as largo and fierco-looking as 
any which I have seen elsewhere, We also observed some specimens 
of a small and curious deer found in Sindh.” 

Bharmalji owed his liberty to Sir John Malcolm, who in bis minute 
on Kachh thus writes of him “ The ex-vao, I had been assured was 
penitent for his former crimes, and sincerely attached to his son, and 
was believed to have abandoned all hopes of restoration to the rank ho 

had*y his conduct forfeited Audits I found the y®mg prindb, 

the minister, ana all tho^jAdeja chiefs anxious on the ground of honour- 
ahle feeling^/ the removal of tho appearance of confinement (for it 
was nothjfig more), I had no hesitation in complying with their re- 
quest.” 
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with the treaty for the navigation of the Indian which 
was negociatcd by him, were of the most important 
character. On the 21st February 1839, the following 
letter was addressed by the Bombay Government to 
the acting assistant resident in charge (afterwards resi- 
dent) in Kachh, Captain P. M. MelvilAe, a distinguished 
staff-officer of the Bombay Army. 

“ gin, — I am directed by the Honourable the Gover- 
nor in Council to transmit to you an extract from para- 
graph 18th from the report of the Political Agent in 
Kathiawad, on female infanticide for the years 1835 and 
1836, and with reference to the previously expressed 
abhorrence of the Bio of Kachh of the crime of in- 
fanticide, and the measures he has already adopted for 
its suppression, to request thal you will be pleased to 
embrace the earliest opportunity to concert measures 
with His Highness for the complete extinction of this 
revolting crime as far as liis inflncnce and authority may 
extend. 

“I am on this occasion desired to state, that Govern- 
ment look forward to the most beneficial rosulls from 
His Highness exerting his influence in inducing his 
tribe to abandon this inhuman practice. 

“ The first measure which suggests itself to Govern- 
ment to be adopted for the effectual suppression of this 
crime, is to cause a census to be taken of the Jade j a 
population of Kaclih, a measure which has proved high- 
ly beneficial in Kathiawad. 

“The Governor in Councilis of opinion thatthe form 
of the census should be the same as that observed in 
Kathiawad, and that the same should be rcneWdd annu- 
ally. 

“ A form of the Katluaw&d census is inclosed for^oui 
guidance. — J. P. Willoughby, Secretary to Govern 
naent.”. 

To this communication was added? a ioim*oi the cen- 
sus prepared by Mr. Willoughby for Kathiawimin 1834, 
and since used so beneficially in that province. It 
may be here introduced. 
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braary lfS39, gave His Highness an opportunity of show- 
ing a go&d examine to his fraternity of the conservation 
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of female life. This rarity of a spared J&dejn princess, 
however, died in infancy. 

In a despatch dated the 5th May 1 839, Captain Mel- 
ville reported to the Bombay Government his proceedings 
consequent on the instructions just now quoted. To 
th® proposition made by him respecting a Census, His 
Highness in the first instance demurred, as he considerd 
it to be repugnaul to the feelings and privacy of Rajput 
life. He suggested, however, that a meeting should be 
convened of the Jadeja chiefs for the purpose of devising 
measures for the suppression of the barbarous practice. 
To this proposal Captain Melville cordially acceded. A 
meeting was accordingly convened, and the result, 
which was very discouraging, was thus described by 
him in a letter of the 5th May 1839 : — “ The chiefs as- 
sembled in considerable numbers, and at the Rao’s par- 
ticular request I attended their meeting in the palace at 
Bhuj. I addressed them in strong language, assuring 
them of the universal horror with which the crime that 
unfortunately distinguishes the Jade j as is viewed, and 
urging them by every motive I could suggest, to unite 
in an earnest effort to remove the stigma which rests 
upon their name. A long conversation enabled me to 
ascertain and to, estimate with sufficient precision the 
sentiments and feelings of the assembly. The con- 
tinued perpetration of the iniquity was not denied ; il 
was lamented indeed but exlcnuatcd and almost de- 
fended; and I withdrew after an interview of several 
hours, with the conviction forced upon my mind, thal of 
all the .Tadejas assembled not one man, His Highness 
the R&o excepted, entertained a sincere wislTt&pul an 
end to the foul practice of Infanticide, or if left to him- 
self would stir a finger for the purpose.” The discus-i 
sion on the subject continued for many days, A plan 
for establishing a fund to aid the poorer ^fidejas in ef- 
fecting the marriages of their daughters wasvu’oposcrl j 
but though it was warmly supported by the tap il did 
not meet with general concurrence. Captain Melville 
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was ultimately informed, “That the assembled Jadejds 
are ready and agiee to furnish a census of their popula- 
tion, if required ; bill they would be bo tier pleased [O 
trustworthy men !] if the Bristish Government would 
continue to repose in their prince, the Rdo, and in them- 
selves the same confidence as heretofore ; and they, On 
their part, promise to exorcise a stricter watch in ihcir 
several districts, and duly to report every case of infan- 
ticide which might come to their knowledge.” Captain 
Melville advised the Rao to take advantage of the con- 
sent thus yielded and to institute the census. lie 
clearly saw 1 he necessity of immediate action, for he 
found that infanticide was still most lamentably prac- 
tised to an incredible extent throughout the country. 
“The Jadeja population,” lie wrote, “may number 
about 12,000 adnlt males [this was an over-estimate, as 
we shall afterwards sec], and it is the opinion of well- 
informed persons that it would be difficult to produce 
600 females, born in Kachh of Jadeja blood. Nor is 
the crime, I fear, confined to the Jddcjds properly so- 
called. Many branches have from time to time been 
detached from the genuine stock; some by degradation 
and iutennixturc with foreign classes, and some by con- 
version to the Muhammadan religion. Those separate 
tribes pass under the general denomination of the dhung 
[the dissolute] ; their number may be about 5,000 men, 
and in all the practice of infanticide, to a greater or 
less extent, lias been continued through every change of 
name and habit, and exists at the present hour.” 

Captai n Melville was of opinion that the suppression 
of'fntanttcide was easier of accomplishment in Kdthid- 
wdd than in Kachh; but this the Bombay Government 
•admitted only so far as opportunities of forming suita- 
„ble connexions for females aie more frequent there than 
in Kachh, w^ere comparatively few Rajputs, <&gcpt the 
Jdijejds, 3?e to lTe found. To counterbalance this 
hdvant&^e, it was justly added, Kachh had a prince 
willing by example and authority to co-operate with the 
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British Government in the suppression of the crime. 
The power of Ihc chief of the Jdclejas in Kachli, justice 
requites us further to add, is hut limited, for previous to 
the benevolent inteifeicnce of Britain in behalf of that 
province the Rdo tlicie was rather among the chief Jo.- 
dkjas the first among equals than a general sovereign, 
it is well that Biitain has been all along trying to give 
unity to the Knchh administration, without subverting 
the privileges of the nobles in that countiy, whose ju- 
risdictions, however, it might be well still further to 
limit by some established system of representation at 
the darbar. 

Captain Melville was requested, by Government to 
assuio the Rdo that every support wonld be afforded 
him in carrying into effect the measures necessary to 
enforce the fulfilment of the Jddcjd engagements to 
suppress infanlieidc. In his despatch of the 23rd May 
1839, he reported that the Rdo had commenced his ar- 
rangements for Hie census, but that a party, of consider- 
able rank and and influence, had urgently requested that 
this moasuvo should be postponed lill they had arrang- 
ed with the tribe — first to diminish by common consent 
the customary and well-nigh compulsory oxponces of 
Jadejd maniages; and secondly to establish a fund to 
aid in the mad'riage of their poorer daughters. The, 
Government assented, from an impression of the ex- 
pediency of carrying the Jadejas with it in ulterior 
movements, while hope was entertained that they were 
acting bona fide, Captain Melville, on the i8th of June, 
reported the detection by the Rdo of a case of infant - 
icide committed by order of a Jadeja grandfaXlicr. 'the 
criminal in this case was fined proportionably to his 
means, on Iho advice of the Bombay Government, 

In March 1840, Colonel Potlinger, who had icturjjecJ 
frbm Sjjjdh, took bis final leave of the Bjfcchh darbar, 
before proceeding to England. « I vi^ttcdhis^Bgbness,” 
he writes to the Bombay Government on the 24W of that 
month,” at a public darbar held for the express purpose 
of giving me my final audience, apd alwhibh there was 
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a very large assemblage of Jndej&sand other persons ol 
weight in the country. After I had conversed some time 
ou various topics, I told his Highness that thciu was one 
subject on which I looked back with the dcepes^rcgrel, 
on quitting Kachh, which was, the small progress that 
had been made during my long residence at the BkUj 
da r bar towards the abolition of infanticide. I look a 
review of all the measures that had been proposed and 
adopted during the last fifteen years, and concluded a 
lengthened discourse by distinctly stating to all who 
heard me that the day could not be far distant when ihe 
British Government would insist on the rigid fulfilment 
of that humane stipulation of the treaty which abolish- 
ed child-murder. I said that the Jadcjas could not 
doubl our ample power and means lo enforce that en- 
gagement; that we had been anxious to leave it to them 
to devise the best manner of proceeding, 'but that they 
must not mistake the forbearance and pationee which 
had been evinoed for indifierenoe, or suppose that we 
intended to abandon the great object in view. His 
Highness the Rdo entered most warmly into my feel- 
ings. He interpreted my observations in detail in the 
colloquial dialect, m order that they might be clearly 
comprehended, and declared that ho fully participated 
in every syllable I had expressed, and assured me that 
no exertion should be wanting on his pait to bring about 
a final and complete abolition of the degrading and 
wicked practice, for which his brethren were unhappily 
so notorious. Ho thanked me must giatefully for the 
advice I had so opportunely given the Jadejas, ere it 
was" tdtrialc to repair their evil course by voluntary 
amendment, and emphatically called on all those of the 
tribe who were present, not only to reflect themselves on 
the warning they had received from me at the moment 
of my final departure, but to communicate Vhat had 
passed to their families and relations, with the object of 
the foul Stain, which (added His Highness) 
Ooicm&kPottingcr has justly told you is so inhuman and 
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sinful, that Kaclili, nolwithstanding its now happy free 
dom from most crimes common to mankind in general 
is looked upon throughout all ihe world as a countij 
distinguished for one atrocity, which throws every goot 
quality it may otherwise possess into the shade.’ 

s^Thc Jadcjas who were at tho darbar admitted 
through their spokesman J aymalji of Tera, and Maira- 
manji of Mhawa, the undeniable truths that his Highness 
and X had told them, rciteiatod their oft repeated pro- 


mise*’ of setting, abqjtf pfifccfuaJ plan for a reform- 
ation,'und begged 'me^tb oe assured* .that pelting 
mjuactipns nor Ikeglccted.” 

'PftjW anti the subpwd gap. oasj- 

ly un^r^e^d* what Obi oriel Pptfinger’t£ discourse must 
have been, both in. ma&ner and master. X % produced 'the 
most beneficial -effects. tVithin at few days aft^the 
Colonel’s departure from Kachh, the R&o IntiftfaWd to 
Captain Melville Ins ardent desire to frame some otfoq,- 
tttal plan for the suppression of iufanfi«ide,Jghi<?h cbf 
bO rr polled to him bolero he fiMlly^eftS 
India. Ho proposed thfl $g 
^h aM&rta|jtk’ba 

im .ihoi 


'WMdU was executed i>j 

n^bttftrtaimng foa*- articles, in which thoj strictly 1 
hemselvcs to render an exact annual census of their 
iwn population m their respective districts ; to give in- 
brmation of every case of infanticide within fifteen days 
>f its occmTOnee, or failing to do this to pay suoirW'pIffflP 
liary penalty as might be exacted, and to furnish a re- 
>ort, supported by the testimony of four witnesses* of 
svery prematuio or still birth ; to allow all fines inflated 
n "violatjpsR of the preceding engagement to formin' 
and auxiliary to the marriage of poc® Jadej^p ; and to 
eceivc the assistance of Ihe darbar in sendinkone or 
wo of its own mehlas round the country to direct and 
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assist Ihc chiefs in framing I ho census. Captain Mel- 
ville proposed thal in addition 1o Iho mehtas of Iho Riio, 
one should bo employed on the pail of the British Go- 
vernment in testing the census made by they, chiefs, 
which on the proposal of Sir James Carnao, was sanc- 
tioned in the modified form of devolving this duty op a 
clerk already employed m the residency with a small 
increase of salary. He failed to induce the Rao, in 
imitation of the G aikawad and Satsiia Governments, to 
put an end by proclamation to Sail, — the kindred crime 
of Infanticide, though sanctioned as a rite by Hindu- 
ism, — two oases of which had just occurred. He receiv- 
ed the highest commendation of Government for his 
“zeal, judgement, and humanity” in his discussions on 
infanticide with the Rao and othei Jddejas. 

The census prepared by Ihe Jadcjiis was forwarded 
to Government, — along with an otic and interesting, 
but painful, report, — by Capt. Melville, on the 8th De- 
cember, 1840. From Captain Melville’s communica- 
tion we make the following extracts. 

“ The census lias been rendered by the chiefs, in ful- 
filment of the first article of the agreement into which 
they entered with the Darbar. But the veal agents by 
whom the enumeration 1ms been made, are two mehtas, 
doputed by the Rao under tlio fourth article of 1 lie agree- 
ment, who have visited every town and village in suc- 
cession, and drawn up the register of each according to 
a prescribed form. These mehtas are Musalmans of 
good repute, and of sufficient respectability. I have no 
reason whatever 1o doubt their honesty, but they are not 
‘THiTFSfeuch intelligence and high character as I should 
wish to see employed on so important a duly. When 
the census is to be lenewed in the following year, I 
ptffjbose proposing to his Highness to change the agents, 
' ffi order to^guavd against collusion and dec eptio n *, and 
as a further cheek, I intend to depute the mchtd now 
lernploj^d on the part of the British Government in Wa- 
gar, to points selected at random, and where his pre- 
sence cannot be expected. 
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“On ail examination of the Tabic, il appears llial a 
population of 5,247 souls is composed of 4,912 males 
and 335 females. It inn si not, however, be understood 
that lh,V3 is the real proportion between the male and 
female part of the entire Jadeja population ; it is merely 
tli ^ proportion between males and females born of Ja- 
deja parents, and now living. The wives of the Jail cj as 
and the mothers of the children arc not included, be- 
cause they are all foreigners belonging to other tribes, 
and therefore have no part in the present calculation. 

“Of the females enumerated, 77, it will be seen, arc 
married, and these reside, for the most part, without the 
province ; 42 are betrothed, but have not yet left their 
native homes; and 216 arc in a state of celibacy. There 
is one, and only one, widow among the whole number, 
and but three orphans. 

“ It will be seen that there arc now living 149 male 
and [only] 45 female children under one year of age ; 
and 592 male and 89 female children between one year 
and five. Again, between the age of 5 and J 5 thore are 
1,291 males and 103 females; between the age of 15 
and 25, 963 males and 86 females. It may be calcu- 
lated, therefore, that the number of female children pre- 
served, during each of those periods of lime respective- 
ly, has borne the following proportion to that of the 
male children, viz. 

During the last year 1 to 3-3 decimals. 

During the five last years 1 to 5 - 5 „ 

During the 10 years preceding 1 to 12-5 „ 

Duringthe lOyearsagain preceding. 1 to 11-2 „ 

“By adding the several columns^ togethea^it will be 
found that the survivors of all born during the last 25 
years, 15 years, five years, and one year respectively, 
answer to the following numbers, viz, 

25 .,..2,995 males, 323 females j^n-, 9-2 to 1 


15 


....2,032 „ 

237 

* 

» 

0% 

8-5 to 

1 

5 


.... 741 „ 

134 


or, 

>5 to 

1 

1 


.... 149 „ 

45 


or, 

3-3 to 

1 
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“ Tliis decrease in the relative numerical superiority 
of the males may he also bIiowu in another manner. I 
assume the mortality, from natural causes, of the two 
sexes to be equal; and on this assumption it ^follows 
thal the proportion -which one sex bears to the other, 
among the survivors of any specified date, must ac- 
curately represent the proportion which existed among 
those living at lhat date. There are now extant, of all 
thal were living — 


25 ycais ago 1,917 males, and 12 females. 

15 „ 2,880 „ and 98 „ 

5 „ 4,171 „ and 201 „ 

1 year ago ..... . 4,763 „ and 290 „ 

* “ll results that the males and females then living boro 
to each other the following relation, viz : — 

25 years ago as 159 - 7 to 1 

J5 „ as 29-3 to 3 

5 „ as 20-7 to 1 

1 „ as 164 to 1 

“And at this moment the proportion estimated is 
14-6 to 1. 

“ The conclusion which may, I think, be drawn from 
the above calculations is, that the practice of infanticide 
has decreased since the period of our connexion with 
the Kachh state, and that it is still diminishing in a very 
sensible degree. This degree will, I hope, be greatly 
accelerated by the progress of the measures now in 
operation for the extinction of the crime. The census 
will be renewed next year; and an addition will be 
made to the register, showing the births, deaths, and 
marriages’ of the preceding 12 months. Under the 
second article of their agreement, the chiefs report to 
tho ^arbar all cases of premature or still births or deaths 
mrder suspicious circumstances, of the newly-born chil- 
dren, For Neglect of his duty on this poilh^he Edo 
fined the ^shief of Motala 200 itapees. The only other 
ieh has been inflicted, since the commencement 
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after an impvi&onmcnl in the Hill Fort of more than J2 
months. The stun, therefore, of 1,200 ltoris is all tlml 
has as yet been appropriated towards a fund for the as- 
sistance of tho poorer Jadejas, in defraying the marriage 
expenses of their daughters. 

4‘ In the 13th paragraph of my rcporl of the 6th May 
1839, 1 have stated that infanticide is less prevalent in 
the district of Wagar than in that of the Abrashia, and 
I have assigned, as a reason for this, that in Wagar 
there arc families of Waghelas with whom the Jadejas 
can intermarry, whereas on the Abrashia the Jadejas 
are alone. The truth of the facl is proved by the pre- 
sent census, as we find the enumeration of the tribe in 
Wdgar gives 888 males and 94 females, being a pro- 
portion of 9-4 to 1 ; while that of the Abrashia by itself 
gives 1,724 males and 95 females, being a proportion of 
18-1 to 1. 

“In the 7tli paragraph of tho same Report, T have es- 
timated the number of the Jadejas at 12,000. Tn this 
estimate I included both Ihc pure and inipnie Jadejas; 
but experience lias shown me that it is far too high, if 
taken as the number of the adult males, though it may 
not be very far from tho truth, if considered to compre- 
hend all the males of every age. The present census 
comprises only the Jadcja Bhaiyad, the royal brother- 
hood or clan. The branches which it includes arc the 
Khongdr (to which the Rao himself belongs), the Sddb, 
the Raeb, tho Heda, tho Bhimani, the Amar, and Ihc 
Haiti. It would be very satisfactory could we believe 
that infanticide was confined to the Bhaiyad; but unfor- 
tunately it is but too certain that the baneful exSaipte 
has spread among other and more numerous tribes. It 
is calculated that the various families which have’ from 
time to lime been separated from the stock of the^mre 
Ja'dejas^arsd which are now acknowledged ^pnly as spH? 
rkms’and degraded offsets, amount ^it lea^ to 7,000 
males : to these must be added 3,000 for the Mc^amma- 
dan tribes, which have been similarly parted ; and amid 
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all this population tlic crime of female infanticide in 
systematically and ruthlessly practised. 

“What steps can be taken to check and extinguish 
this horrid vice, and so large a number of people, is a 
question of the gravest moment. The Bhaiyad is bul a 
third part of the number ; the larger portion is not com- 
prehended in the British Guarantee, and cannot be 
brought under tlic operation of our existing treaties with 
the Ifachh state. To the Rao alone, therefore, we must 
look for the application of any coercive measures ; and 
His Highness is startled at the idea of criminal proceed- 
ings against so powerful a body of his subjects. Nor, 
indeed, do I know that such stringent measures are im- 
mediately desirable. I would rather seek to persuade 
the Rao to call upon the leading men of each tribe 
(where such can be found) to cuter into compacts, bind- 
ing themselves and all their followers and relations to 
abandon the dreadful habit, and thus to obtain upon 
them such a hold as may justify tho infliction of sum- 
mary punishment hereafter. This is the best plan which 
I can at present devise ; bul my information is not yet 
sufficiently extended, or my views matured, to enable 
me to speak with confidence on this momentous branch 
of the subject, and I therefore beg to be permitted to re- 
serve it for a future report.”^ 

* On the subject of Sati, the kindred crime of Infanticide, Captain 
Molviile added : — “I have taken frequent occasion, to discuss with the 
R&o the subject of Sail, and to urge him to denounce tho cruel rite ; 
but His Highness will not allow himself to be prevailed on to exert his 
power to this end. In reply to all my arguments, he refers me to the 
Jadajaijffld Reminds me of what, in the abstract, I cannot deny, that as 
the head of the state he is bound to consult them on every great ques- 
tion, and to abide by their advice. In conformity with thiB rule, His 
r Highness has addressed to his Bhdiy&d circular letters demanding their 
opiniotD regarding Sati, and has assembled them in my prosonce, that 
‘’"S'nrght hear them speak for themselves. Without a single exception, 
the J&dejas sup^&t ancl^defend tho rite of Sati, while their "piince re- 
mains professdSly neutral. I have endeavoured all along to prevail on 
the Rao tfl'jjct for himself, well knowing that a body or ignorant men 
like the J&lcjta eta noyer be induced to abandon any part of their an- 
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Oil 1 ho J 1 111 of January 1841, Caplain Melville thus 
intimated the issue of an impovtntil i>voclaination by the 
Rao, calculated to hasten Ihc issue of the complete sup- 
pression of infanticide in Kaclili. 

“I have the satisfaction of reporting for Ihc informa- 
tion of the Honorable the Governor in Council, that Ilis 
Highness the Rao has issued a proclamation, addressed 
to the “ Savimctlari-no Pa! nr” (a designation which in- 
cludes every tribe and family tracing their descent in 
any way from the Sarnmas, and thereby claiming affini- 
ty with the Jadcjas,) warning them lhat as the evil 
practice of infanticide which has hitherto prevailed 
among the Jadcjas has been at length put down, it will 
not be permitted to continue among the other tribes 
which have followed the bad example, but lhat every 
ease which may come to the knowledge of the Darbar 
will be very severely punished. And in order to faci- 
litate the delection of the offence, the proclamation 
further declares that an informer shall receive as a 
reward one-fourth part of any fine which may be in- 
flicted on conviction of an offender ; but that a false 
accuser, or an accuser who fails to fully substantiate 
his charge, will meet with immediate and condign 
punishment.” 

Captain Melville annexed a list of the tribes 1o winch 
this proclamation specially applied, which included all 
of them in which the practice of infanticide was known 

ceslral superstition, unless urged by some more powerful motivo than 
the simple dictate of virtue or humanity. I believe that they would 
bow, and willingly bow, to tho mandato which forbids ^gatf^ nd - th at 
ifthoJt&o would exercise tho moral courage required on his part to 
issue the injunction, the rite would be at once and without a murmur 
abandoned. For the future I shall oppose, unless otherwise instructed 
by the Honourable Board, tho proposition of the question in flfiy form 
to tho JadejAs ia a body, and trust to time to bring about a chaugirtE" 
the Riufs feelings, which may render His Highness Sincerely desirous 
of employing all the power and influence of lus station^ abolish Saif, 
as ho most truly and evidently is to put an end to InfaiilicuN,” 
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to exist.* These tribes are scattered throughout the 
country ; and the authorities could hear of no men 
among them likely to prove useful instruments for work- 
ing upon tlie masses. • 

The Government, in acknowledging the receipt of Co- 
lonel Melville’s communications, expressed the high 
sense entertained by it of the “zeal, wisdom, and dis- 
cretion which had distinguished his efforts for the sup- 
pression of infanticide in Kachh” ; its entire satisfaction 
with the proclamation issued by the Rao; its regret that 
His Highness had not yet been prevailed on to abolish 
Sati in his own dominions by his own authority, as had 
been done by his Highness the Gaikawad and the Ra- 
jas of Satara and Kolapur and the chiefs of the Rcwa- 
Kantlia and other districts; and its hope that Mr. Malel 
of the C. S., Colonel Melville’s efficient successor in the 
residency at Bhuj, would use his best endeavours to 
get trustworthy persons employod in the Jadejd censor- 
ship, which should also, through the Political Agent in 
Ka.lhia.warl, be extcmled to A'dkoLf 

In September 1851, Mr. Malot reported 1o Govern- 
ment a ease of Infanticide by a femalo of the Hothi 
tribe, said to have committed the evil deed, or to have 
allowed the child to perish from hunger, when she was 

* “ List of Tribes passing antler the common designation of * S&m- 
rndtart,' or descendants of the Sammds, (but not JAdejAs of the Bliaa- 
y&d) among which the practice of Female Infanticide is known to pre- 
vail.. 

Tribes which have become Mvealman. Kor, Samm£,NutiyAr, AbadA, 
Gnjan, Sir, MandarA. These are supposed to number about 3,000 

m9H!9T"* 4k. 

Tribes which are still Hindus. Kandarde', PasayiyA, AbadA, Blioj- 
de'j Kaaa Rao. These have branched from the De'da. GajAn, Ran, 
Bkil, SJor, DAdar, Dunya, Hapa, Baro'oh, ButA, UsliyA, NangiyA, 
[e‘sar . Those have branched from the Gnjan. KAmya, Hothi, ThArA, 
Moka 1st, 0(M, .Waransi', Choghe'r, Bhamant, VirAwai, KandAgharA. 

These Hindt^frihes ar* supposed to number about 7,000 males.*’ 

t It was*4 consequence of this request that Major Jacob procured 
;he census of A'dhot referred to at p. 254 
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in a fit and her husband was absent. For concealing 
the crime the husband, named Udhuji, was fined by* the. 
Edo a hundred koris, in default of which he was to sillier 
imprisonment for one year, a punishment certainly loo 
lenient. The criminal stated in mitigation of his offence, 
however, that the hend of his tribe had never consented 
to put a stop to the crime of infanticide. This brought 
to the recollection of the Rao that the persons charged 
with the proclamation forbidding infanticide had been 
informed by the Hothis of Bandara and Tumadi, that 
they did not intend to abide by the Rao’s orders on this 
point. They were accordingly called to Bhuj for con- 
ference, when they requested some days to consult the 
goddess Mata, under whose protection they had been 
ostensibly located in their lands and villages for several 
generations. This “ divinily,” they afterwards reported, 
gave them no orders on the subject ; and they declined 
to make engagements without her injunctions.* The 

♦The following epistle of the Ilolhis is both painful and curious. "Tho 
worshippers of Mata Kunarji and Dansinghji write to his Highness tho 
Rio Do'salji. — You have sent here TMkur Raglmji; ho has told us 
not to destroy our female children, and called us and the Tumadiwila 
to Bhuj, after which, we came here and took the orders ol MaUji; but 
this is not the order of Mataji, so vc cannot koep our children alive 
without the order of Mati. Formorly the S&hib and Lakmidas Mehta 
called us, and said, that our giris would not be unjustly taken by tho 
Darbar, to which purport they would give us a writing, and that wc 
should agree not to put to death our female children ; but at that 
lime we neither gave a writing nor received one; but now His High- 
ness says that we are to preserve our female children. On this wo re- 
quested tho orders of Mataji, but Mataji gave us no order, therefore 
we cannot prosorve our children. Those who formerly among us pre- 
served their children, and those who married them hai e^erisfccd7'5nd 
have left no posterity. How, therefore, can we preserve them 1 Wc 
are the faithful servants of the RAo, and from the power of Matiji and 
tlie Riio our characters in former time were preserved (when they dig 
not consent to stop child-murder) ; why should it not be so now, wker 
it is in^jous power 1 This place was privileged bv, your ancestor! 
fourtedh generations ago, since which time it l)$s alway^ remained ai 
asylum; therefore do you give on answer to the Sahib on thjs subject, 
for we cannot consent to this.” AsufficienUy plain avowal ol systemat- 
ic murder 1 
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Hilo’s own superstitious feelings made him hesitate for 
some time aboul 1 lie course he should pursue with them ; 
but he was willing to follow the advice of the British 
Government. The representatives of that Government at 
Bombay, — on the suggestion of suitable compulsory 
measures by Mr. Male!,* — were of opinion, that “*he 
heads of tlio Jadeja tribes having declared the crime 
punishable if committed by any of his subjects, the 
Ilothis came under the sailic obligation as others, and 
if del ached in the perpetration of the crime, should be 
made liable to the same punishments.” 

The result of the proceedings in Kachh in tlio Hothi 
ease was tints notified by Mr, Malel. 

“After acquainting his Highness with the sentiments of 
Government, I had a long conference with him on the 
methods to be pursued lowards tlie Hotlns, both as af- 
fecting them and with reference to the Jadeja bhaiyad, 
and those other tribes who ate by the Rao’s proclama- 
tion amenable to punishment for infanticide. His High- 
ness consulted his minister and several of his bhaiyad, 
and tlio result of the conference was, lhat to recede from 
the demand originally made on the Bollii chiefs for 
their agreement to abstain from infanticide and for a 
census, would weaken the arrangements now in force, 
and greatly dissatisfy the Jadeja bhaiyad. 

“ I need but mention two principal reasons for those 
conclusions, with which I beg most respectfully to state 
my concurrence : firstly, the especial sanctity of Mata 
Bandara and Mfitfi Tnnjadi, the abodes of the principal 
chiefs, would effectually prevent the discovery of in- 
fanticide 'unless the census were duly taken, and even 

a 

* 1. “To send mmisula [horsemen or foot-messengers bllletled till 
the dolhands which they enforce are complied with] at a daily increas- 
Tug'rato, until the chiefs consent to sign the agreement. 2. To seques- 
trate the girds oTdhose refusing to sign the agreement within stipulat- 
ed time. 3, t'o remove from the country all those who persist in com- 
mitting adh, which the Darbur and the British Government have de- 
termined, es far as their means can ensure to put a stop to.” 
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if discovery could be made, would render His Highness 
ever depend cn I on onr aid for its pmiislimoul : second- 
ly, (he Jnclcjas would be dissalisJied al finding that a 
tribe, vfhicli, allliongb many of its members are of pure 
blood, is inferior to their own, conld refuse, with al least 
present impunity, to concur in wlial they had agreed to, 
they would repent their own conduct and ever endea- 
vour to evade their engagement. 

“ For these reasons His Highness the Rao determined 
again to endeavour to procure the assent of the Holla 
chiefs to the abolition of infanticide and to a census. To 
strengthen his persuasions, T informed the Ilothis that 
l was ready to enforce their obedience to the Rim’s or- 
ders to discontinue infanticide, and that the two Go- 
vernments would severely punish the crime, forcibly 
pointing out to them the evil consequences of their con- 
tumacy. I considered it bet ler for various reasons, with 
which it is unnecessary to trouble Government, not to 
proceed to Bandura or Tuxnndi in person. 

“Notwithstanding the Edo’s endeavours and the per- 
suasion of the rcspecl able persons lie sent to the Ilothis, 
they were inflexible, and His Highness was compelled 
to lequest my aid, I therefore addressed letters to the 
chiefs of the two villages, in which, after stating the 
reasons for my interference, I informed them that it was 
His Highness’s firm determination not to allow persons 
guilty of infanticide, and disobedient to liis orders, to 
reside in his dominions, and that they were allowed 
fifteen days for preparation to leave the province. I sent 
these letters by SO Mausul Swars [horsemen], 10 to each 
village, thinking it better to avoid by such parties the 
possibility of the chiefs involving themselves further by 
resistance, and to show the other tribes the consequence^, 
of disobedience to their own Government. I am na ppy 
to Sabbat the objects were effected, the pandora chief 
repairing toBliuj the next day and tfeta Tumsdi chief llio 
day after. There appeared at TumacLi, at first]*; dispo- 
sition to resist, but it soon evaporated. 
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“I enclose a translation of the acknowledgement by 
the Hothis Qf their improper conduct, which I consider- 
ed it right, as a memento, to affix to their agreement to 
abstain from infanticide in future. With this exception, 
it is the same as that given by the Jadojtis, and trans- 
mitted to Government by Lieutenant-Colonel Melville, 
in his letter of the 11th April 1840.* 

The proceedings of Mr. Maletand the Rao in this case 
met with the entire approbation of the Government, at 
the head of which, at this time, was the Hon. G . W. 
Anderson. They were of a very decided character. 

The infanticide report of Kaclih for the year 1841 was 
presented to the Bombay Government by Mr. Malel on 
the 1st July 1842. It brought to notice his zealous en- 
deavours for the accuracy and improvement of the 
census, and contained the following statement, which 
called forth the commendations of Government both to 
himself and the Rao. 

“ I am happy to observe the more just proportion of 
females to males under one year old in this census. 
Last year it was 1 to 3 - 31 ; this year it is 1 1o 1-22; and 
although infanticide must be still inferred, I think it as 
satisfactory as could be expected. The Saeb, Amar, 
and Ajani tribes have actually more female than male 
children of that age, * 

* “I, HotM Kuwaiti of Bada. Bandar^ write, that there was a treaty 
made between the English and Kachh Governments in the year Sam- 
wat 1875, A.D. 1819, in the 17th article of which all the J&dejd Bluii- 
ydd, agreed not to destroy their female children ; in that agreement the 
whole of the tribes concurred, Therefore the Darb&v many times has 
reiterated its .cyders, but we, from our foolishness, did not agree to this j 
but now Munslu Gul Muhammad camo to our village to moke the 
census*, and wo would not, according the custom of the country, allow 
aim to take it. This was on our part a great fault, therefore the Sir- 
f&r sefft on us 10 Maustil Swims, and we went and prayed for pardon 
STuhr offenco from the two Sirkirs, and agreed, according to the 
igreement of alPiBie Ji^ejas, to keep our children alive acdC&iing to 
the four paragraphs written underneath, etc. 

"Here-Sfllow the four paragraphs contained in Enclosure 2, to Colo- 
nel Mel ville’g letter of the llth April 1840,”— 9th January, 1842. 
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“Oil I Lie whole Jiidoja population, the proportion of 
females to males has risen from L 1o 14 ’G last year to 1 
to 10-5 this year. The married and betrothed females, 
deducting of course those under one year old in both 
years, were, last year, 1 to 1-2C8 ; this year 1 to 1-J27, 
a flight but satisfactory increase.” 

Of the Itao’s earnestness and determination in the 
suppression of iufanticido, and of the efficient assistance 
received by him from 1 he Residency and the Bombay 
Government, there could be no doubt. 



CHAPTER XIII. 


ME. MALET’s REPORTS ON INFANTICIDE IN KA'tHIA'Wa'd 

AND THE NOTICE TAKEN OF TllEM BY GOVERNMENT — 

NATIVE ESSAYS ON INFANTICIDE. 

Tnn first of the regular annual reports on Infanticide 
in Kathidwacl was forwarded to the Bombay Government 
on the 27th September 1843 by Mr. Arthur Male!, trans- 
ferred. from Kachh to the political agency in the more 
southern province. The Jadejfi. returns showed an in- 
crease of 137 males and 195- females, the lotals being 
6,243 and 1,857. Those of the Jaitwas gave a total of 
153 males and 25 females. Those of the Siiinra showed 
that the practice of infanticide among this Muhamma- 
dan tribe, — portions of which were found in the Nawd- 
nagar, Dharol, and Mum districts, — liad not been gene- 
ral, though extensive, the total at the end of 1842 being 
351 males and 141 females. The A'dhoi Manka-Ko- 
ranga returns exhibited totals of 69 males and 25 
females. Donations, as usual, had been granted from the 
Infanticide Fund in aid of the marriage expenees of poor 
Jddejas females. Only one case of suspicion of infan- 
ticide hatTarisen in the course of the year ; but it had 
originated in an erroneous report of the sex of an infant. 
^ The conclusion of Mr. Malel’s report was as follows : 

"file censor employed up to the end of 1832, though 
a trustworthjfcjnan, could uot be prevailed on terpermit 
his wife or-any near female relation, to take a part in 
his duty? I have this year therefore been obliged to re- 
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move him; aiul ho is replaced by a karkmi hitlurlo em- 
ployed in the judicial department, named Ruinehandro 
Krislinaji, not so intelligent a person, bnl considered 
Iru&twwlhy. I regrel, however, that l have not yet 
found any respectable person so free from prejudice as 
required by Government in Iho sixth paragraph of that 
letter. The wife of the present mehla is to bo examined 
in her own house ; and this examination, if necessary, 
can be conducted by the Political Agent or an assistant. 
More than this I see no probability of attaining al pre- 
sent. 

“I carefully explained to Jodeja Ifalaji of Shuhpnr 
the consequence of any future deviation from his duty, 
and wrote the same to the chiefs who interceded for him. 

« The A'dhoi census will in future fa 1 under the Poli- 
tical Agent in Kathiawad.* 

“With reference to the seventh paragraph, J have, 
taken every opportunity personally 1o inculcate on tho 
chiefs the necessity for their contributing Inwards tho 
spread of education in Ivalhiiiwdd, and T addressed let- 
ters also to them, but 3 much regret to say without suc- 
cess. I shall not, however, lose slglil of this most desi- 
rable object, concerning which 1 hope at some future 
period to address you more at large. As connected 
with ihis subject I may mention, that the missionaries 
from the North of Ireland of the Presbyterian persua- 
sion are endeavouring to found schools in this province. 
The stations they wish, I believe, more particularly to 
occupy are Rajkot and Porbandar. Suraji, I am told, 
.promised them ground to build on, and the Rana has, I 

* [Tho district of A'dhoi in WAgav in the eastern portion of Kachh, 
os has been already incidcntly noticed, belongs to the Thakur of Muni, 
the descendant of Alidji the oldest son of Hanriv (seo p. 50) murdered 
by Jam RAwal, who claimed the sovereignty over it in opposition io the 
Rd.o of Kachh, the descendant of KhengAr, the second son of IlauiTr; 
bnl tHT point at issue having been most fully (jpd ali!£ investigated by 
the authority of the Bombay Government, under the special commission 
of Mr. J. G. Lumsden, of the C. S., the claim of the Rajii of Murv£ 
to the sovereignty of the larger portion oi A'dhoi was satisfactorily es- 
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heat, been repairing a house for them, but objects 1o 
allow them to become the proprietors of ground.” 

“Captain Jacob’s injunctions noticed in the 8th para- 
graph have only in two instances as yet been replied to, 
the Thakur of Wala professed his readiness to act as the 
others, but could not separately make any promise ; Jlie 
Raja of Drangadra intimated that he would on an ex- 
pected occasion of a marriage obtain the opinions of 
such as might be present, but his death prevented this. 
I shall, however, endeavour on all occasions 10 incul- 
cate the necessity of such a stipulation, and can I at 
any time gel the consent of any influential chief I think 
it not unlikely that others may follow. 

“The distribution of the Rs. 5,000 to Jadejas of the 
Nawanagar tdluka will appear in the Report for this 
year. 

“ The 11th paragraph of Mr. Willoughby’s letter re- 
quires the future transmission of the infanticide reports 
on the 1st January each year. I regret to state that this 
cannot take place : tile reports from the chiefs are not 
due until that date, and until their receipt the inchta 
cannot proceed on his circuit. Were the report consider- 
ed due in June each year it might be forwarded with 
punctuality.” 

The Government, under Sir George Arthur, expressed 
its satisfaction with Mr. Malet’s report; and recom- 
mended him to implement all llie measures to which he 
had directed attention. It fixed the 3 st of April, after- 
wards extended to the 1st of Juno, for the transmission 
of the annual report. 

Mr. Makt’s infanticide Report for 1 843, was forward- 
ed to Bombay on the 30th August, 1844. It embraced 
ihc returns of the Jadeja, Jailwa, and Sumra popula- 
tion, Bill not those of the Manka-Koranga, as the dis- 
trffft of Adhoi belonging to Murvi had again been lately 
placed undpr* 1 othe* superintendence. It was viewed 
by Gov<£*nmenl as of a satisfactory character. The 
year 1843, was the first in which the infanticide censor 
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had, during his tour of inspection and inquiry, boon 
accompanied by his wife. Mr. Mulct’s instructions 
to these parties were most strict, that every .liidcj a fe- 
male should be seen by one or other of Ihcm. To the 
younger children the censor himself found easy nceess. 
Those of more mature age were visited by his wife. 
No suspicion had arisen, in consequence of their inves- 
tigations, of any ease of actual infanticide. 

Mr. Malet stated that he continued to lose no oppor- 
tunity of inculcating upon the chiefs the necessity of 
making arrangements for the advancement of education 
in the province, but that he saw little probability of be- 
ing able to awaken their inturesl in that most important 
object. He also mentioned that he did not lose sight 
of the instructions of Government relative 1o stipula- 
tions in Jadejd marriage settlements for the preserva- 
tion of the female issue. He encouraged a few poor 
Jadejas, to apply for assistance in the marriage of their 
daughters. 

The Returns for 18-14 were forward cd to Government 
by Mr. Malet on the 10th August I84f>, 

“ There is nothing in these statements,” he observed 
on that occasion, “that calls for particular notice. There 
appears to be a steady progression ; and as the censor and 
his female relation sec every one of the females, and 
their names arc regularly entered and compared with 
former statements, I hope there is no ground for sus- 
picion. No suspicion of infanticide has occurred this 
year.* Of the unmarried females noticed in the 10th 
paragraph of my letter No. 102 August 30th 1844, one 
has been marriod. No application has bcen’inade this 
year for assistance, the disbursements on that account 
being for former demands. There is, I think, a cjjslik#- 
to apply for aid, except in eases of necessity. Thereos 
no prjjgrcs"s towards Education on the parWaf the Chiefs, 
and I do not at present sec any probability <?f it,” 

* Gondal was not visited this year for want of time. It was careful- 
ly examined last year, and no ground for suspicion exists. 
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In reply 1o this letter, Iho following import anl com- 
munication, founded on a minute of Mr. Willoughby, 
was addressed by Government to Mr. JViaiet, on the 
19th January 1846. r 

“I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in 
Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
the 10th August last, No. 130, submitting your annual 
report, for the year 1811, on Female Iufauticidc In the 
Province of Katliiawad ; and forwarding five statements 
containing the information specified in the margin.* 
“The first and second statement!? submitted by yon 
shew the following results : — 
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“ Hence it appears that in each instance the increase 
in the number of females, especially, among the Jado- 
jas, has during the years 1842, 1843 and 1814, been in 
a greater proportion than the males. This result is very 
satisfactory, more particularly since from the 2nd para- 
graph of your letter, it appears that every one of the fe- 
males entered in the census passes under 1 he personal 
observation of the censors. 

“In statement No. 3, the proportion of males to fe- 
males, from, ten years of age to one year and under, 
amongst the Jadcja, Jaitwa and Sumra populations in 
Kathidwadrds shewn to be as follows : — 

* Ip A Census of the Jadeji, Jaitwa and Sumrd populations of the 
{roving of Kathi&nad for tho year of report. 2. A comparative 
Uftblc of do. for the years 1841-42, 1812-43, and 1843-44. 3. Tables 
of the proportionjgof the Male to the Female sex from teE years of age 
to one year and-under, amongst tho Jddeja, Jaitwa, and Sumrd popula- 
tions of Ihjs proviaco. 4. Tables showing the different ages of the 
Jddeja, Jaiiwd and Sumra populations. 6. Statement of the receipts 
and disbmsements of tho Infanticide Fund during the year 1841. 
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NOTICE BY GOVERNMENT OE THE CENSUS 


r 

i 


“The Governor in Council desires me to draw your 
particular attention to the extraordinary disproportion 
between the male and female Jadcja birlhs during the 
last ten years which yonr census for the yfar 1814 
exhibits, when compared with the throe censuses of your 
predecessors, for the years 1834, 1837, and 1841. * 

“The result of your census leads to the very improba- 
ble inference, if the numbers of males and females 
shewn under each age be correct, that the numbers of 
male and female births amongst the Jadejas in Kathia- 
wad have for the last ten years been annually decreas- 
ing from natural causes in the ratio of from ten to twenty 
per cent. For instance, according to* your census, the 
numbers of males of ten years of ago in 1844, was 1,711, 
while those of one year and under were only 274, being 
in the ratio of 6} to 1 in favor of the former, and this 
too notwithstanding the generally admitted fact, that of 
all children bom alive at least one third die before at- 
taining the tenth year, 

“ The disproportion between the number of females 
of the age of one and ten years, is nearly similar to that 
existing amongst the males of tho same ages, namely 
1,207 of ten years and 232 of one year and under, being 
in the ratio of about 5$ to one. 

“You are requested most carefully to inquire into 
this point, and submit any explanation you may bo able 
in regard to this great and extraordinary disproportion, 
which the Governor in Council can at present only 
account for by the supposition that the above results 
have been obtained from incorrect data. 

“ From 'statement No. 4, accompanying your report, 
it appears that the greatost age amongst male Jadcj&s 
is 86j.and of female 53 years. Amongst the male Jait- 
was it is 79, and of female 35 years ; and amongst the 
Sumra males4t is 72, and of females 37 year!). ^ 
“From STatemefft No. 5, the total disbursements paid 
from th<f Infanticide Fund during the year 1844, in- 
cluding marriage donations, and the maintenance of the 
Infanticide TMablishment, amounted to Company’s 
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Rupees 2,047-12-4; ov Rupees 1,609-4-11 less than 
the expenditure of ihe preceding year. The Balance in 
favor of the Fund on the 3JL&I December 1844, amounts 
to Company’s Rupees 1,21,809-13-3, or Rupees 798-3-4 
more than on the 31st December 1843. 

“.Jl'ho information contained in the 2nd and 3rd para- 
graphs of your letter is very satisfactory. 

“The Governor in Council was prepared by your 
previous reports for the announcement contained in the 
last paragraph of your letter. He requests, however, that 
you will not relax in your efforts to induce the principal 
chiefs to contribute towards tho diffusion of Education 
in Kdthiawad, for unless they can bo persuaded to do 
this, under the condition prescribed by tho Honorable 
tho Court of Directors, Government will be unable to 
aid in the accomplishment of this very clcsirablo object. 

“The Governor in Council considers it very creditable 
lo tho Jadejas that no application has boon made by 
them during the year 1844 for aid from the Infnntioido 
Fund. Although, however, applications for assistance 
ought not to be encouraged, reasonable support should 
be extended in cases of destitution and distress." 

A more satisfactory proof than this of Ihe attention 
and vigilance of the Bombay Government, even in mai- 
lers of minute detail connected with the infanticide re- 
turns, cannot easily be conceived. 

Mr, Malet gave a prompt reply lo the letter of Gov- 
ernment, pointing out the sources of most of the errors 
which had occurred in his office, from a misplacement 
of figures in some of the columns of Lhc census tables. 
The amended returns submitted by him, it was remark- 
ed by Government, however, were still defective, as ap- 
parent from the improbable fluctuation, shown by "them 
of the male and female children of different ages.' 1 ' Fo? 
instance, in two of the talukas there were more mate 
and female Jadejd children betwoea the ages of seven 
and eight than between those of six and seven ^ and in 
one of them, more male children between five and six 
than between four and five years, and tjphtW dnnhlr. 
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number between Ike age of two and three than between 
that of one and two years of age, while experience 
proves that the opposite would bo the more probable 
and correct result. But we need nol dwell 0 # those 
incidental mistakes, more especially as the Jndeja and 
other statistics will afterwards pass before our noticq in 
a more perfect form. Mistakes in a census conducted 
by natives unacquainted with the principles of statisti- 
cal registration were in the first instance almost un- 
avoidable . 

At the close of 1844, the name of the successful can- 
didate for Ihc first prize for an bis say on Infanticide 
was announced It was that of Mi. Bhi'tu Duji, then 
an assistant teacher in Ihc Elpliinstone Institution, and 
now a graduate of the Cl rant Medical College, and a 
successful medical practitioner in Bombay. Jt was one 
of four Essays which had been sent in to the adjudica- 
tors,* of Which none were considered worthy of the 
other prize. After the suggestion of a few judicious 
amendments in it by Mr. Willoughby, under the authori- 
ty of Government, GOO copies of il in English, and 1,500 
in Gujarati, were printed and lithographed. The Guja- 
rati copies were intended principally for circulation in 
Kathiawar! and Kachli. 

The Hindu authorities quoted in this Essay as seem- 
ingly hostile to infanticide, we have already introduced 
into these pagos.j- After pointing out the general sin- 
fulness of infanticide^ it thus warmly expostulates with 
the cruel and unnatural Jadejas, its principal perpetra- 
tors in India. 

“Many's! the Jadejas say, [that infanticide origina- 

* Ef II. Townsend, Esq , and the secretaries of the Board of Edu- 
cation '•nd the Bombay Education Society. 

T See above, pp. 29-81. 

$ “The protection ofour offspring is the most sacred oi all our obli- 
gations. Jt is also a powerful law of our nature. Its influence through- 
out all ages and on all nations, stamps it with an authority which can- 
not lie slighted with impunity. The meanest insect is subject to it in 
common with wan, and itfHs therefore no prejudice of education, no 
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tedj from llio Rtiju .lYidii, who soul his llujgnr to hud a 
suitable match for his daughter, but not finding one, ho 
requested the .Raja to hill his daughter, which atrocious 
deed Wi)s done. From that time the J adejas say, they 
continued to murder their daughters to uphold the 

ordinance of wilful tyrants, hut the wise and absolute enactraont of 
the author of our being. This law, v liich discloses tons, at once, the 
will of the Creator and the duty of the creature, is \iolaled by the 
commission of infanticide. 

“It is treason against the Divine authority. The prerogative of God 
to appoint the time of his creatures is subverted. 

“The infinite wisdom and paternal goodness of God aro arraigned and 
condemned. The moral government of tho Deity is disregaidod and 
insulted; whatever is docent is outraged, whatever can be binding is 
broken. 

“It is a treason against the social compact. Society has claims upon 
the infanL from which it cannot he fairly absolved, except by the dis- 
pensation of him who, having formed Ihe bonds at the beginning, has 
alone a right to loose them at his plcasuro. The person who commits 
infanticide extinguishes not oidy the affection due to the infant, but tho 
duties ho ovv es to his country and mankind at largo. 

“It is treason against tho revealed will of God. Ilis expross command 
is to commit no murder; aud the person, who murders and allows lo 
bo murdered his own child is no less guilty than he who assassinates 
his neighbour, for it is God’s property not Ids own. Parents havo no 
more right to lull their childian,than children have to kill their parents. 

“Infanticide shows as little feeling ns eourago, and ho is indeed a 
coward who murders, or allows to he murdered, an innocent being 
unable lo offer resistance. 

“Infanticide is a dastardly, barbarous, and selfish act. 

“A child is the my image of innocence, holplessness, and amiability. 
— Can Ihero bo greater barbarity than in destroying these pictures of 
ourselves 1 In the midst of war aud of its licenses, not to spare those 
tender beings is regarded as a deep crime, even, in an enraged and 
cruel conqueror. What then must be tho heart of the parents who 
crush tho innocents whom even a brutal enemy forbears to injure 1 Can 
imagination itself conceive ought more harrowing to tho feelings'! 

“Infanticide, being the most revolting of murders, is punished among 
all civilized nations, with death. The law of England, whiclAvill, Be 
enforced whatever its sway is acknowledged, punishes it also with 
death.*' In any civilized country the author of such berime, especially 
when he is the father of tho child, would bo looked upon as a monster 
and his name hold in detestation and infamy, and he woukfln England 
be torn to pieces by tho people. Has God then made good and evil, 
guilt and innocence different in different countries % Ctr is not crime the 
same in all, and lo be phunned, as injurious to man, and hateful to God 1” 
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honour of their chief and clan. This resembles a child’s 
talc; if, however, Ihe Raja did murder his daughter only 
for the reason assigned, both he and his Rnjgur de- 
serve to be classed among the most infamous of,1 he hu- 
man race, as the parent has no rigid to kill his oil'spring. 
[t is an act stigmatized, both by divine and human law, 
as a foul crime. It is very clea^hat Jacla, who accord- 
ing to your legend, killed liis daughter first, and with 
whom the practice originated, acted against the seve- 
rest denunciations of religion and against custom ; for, 
at lliat tiinu daughters wore preserved and not killed. 
Your ancestors were bold enough 1o commit a bad deed. 
Should you therefore desist from doing what is just, and 
what is your duty, and what is expected irom the mean- 
est creature ? Beware, then, of this insidious enemy, 
_ruslom. Were all soots of Rajputs to follow you r exam- 
ple^ in murdering their daughters, where, may 1 ask, 
would -you find wives? 

“ Somc^uirthiuking persons arc ready to say, ‘ If we 
relinquish the custom, others will continue it. Where 
then is the good of our doing so ? ’ But what course of 
wickedness will not such reasoning justify ? The robber, 
Ihe assassin, may use the same plea, and say, ‘What is 
the use of our ceasing to rob and nuuder ? Others will 
still continue to do both.’ Would you think them justi- 
fied in the argument? Remember that society is com- 
posed of individuals, and that a custom cannot be abo- 
lished unless some ot Ibe community first break through 
it, 

“I have boon told that some of the Jaclcjds consider 
it no sin tcvkill a child before its cTics arc heard. This 
is worse than delusion. Is the enormity of the crime 
diminished, or annihilated by the difference of a few 
moments ? The destruction by a mother of even an un- 
h$?u infant is considered highly criminal by tins Shastras. 

h Little cp 4 ioit is $ue 1o those who follow in a fiSaten 
path, whilst on the contrary the world, in all ages, has 
looked with, admiration upon those who have been dar- 
ing enough to break ^through custom that they have 
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known to bo wrong. You say, ‘To whom shall wo alli- 
ance our daughters ? none bul princes arc worthy of 
lliem. As wo arc not able to marry them to princes with- 
out crippling our means, we kill them. Pay tlio mar- 
riage portions of our daughters, and they shall live,’ 
Tlijs excuse is furnished by the richer porlion, and 
thoso who arc possesed of some authority. The poorer 
classes of the J adejii.s give a base, and more contemptible 
excuse. They say, ‘We will not be called the brothers- 
in-law or fathers-in-law of any one. Why should we 
demean ourselves by giving our daughters in marriage 
to others’? Let me ask you, do you demean yourselves 
by taking women in marriage from thobe tribes which 
you consider inferior to your own ? If you do nol, why 
should not the brothers and relations of your wives be 
fit persons to marry the daughters to whom their own 
female kindred have give.n birth ? "Do what you please, 
the fathers and brothel s of your wives are still the 
grandfathers and uncles of your sons. Is it then de- 
grading to give your daughters in marriage to a person 
of that caste from which you take your wives?’ .... ft 
must be a strange kind of Kslvatriism indeed, not tliat 
of the ancients, which requires the lulling of daughters 
to maintain it. If the honour of a tribe is to be upheld 
by blood, then may butchers call themselves the bravesl 
of men. Had these mighty kings sought for their equals 
as husbands to their daughters, where could they have 
found lliem? Are youthen possessed of more pride than 
even such great men as these? Whence do you derive 
that pride ? Yon are not even in rank the highest of 
your own tribe. The Sesodids, the Bathers, the Pla- 
in drs, are higher than you. Bui you say, you are war- 
riois. That snoh is a legitimate source of pride, I do nol 
deny. There was a time when your Forefathers follow- 
ed no otlifir occupation than that of war. a These might 
have indulged in the pride to be derived from it. Bui 
are not the Musalmans, the. Mordthas, and the English 
warriors ? They who have conquered you one after 
another ? Have they not more re^l cause tor pride, than 
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you ? Is it degrading to honor another man ? Bui, even 
if yon were so proud as 1o suppose lhal you do nol ho- 
no.r your son-in-law, or your brother-in-law, for their 
own sake, hut for Ihc sake of your daughters or ^sisters. 
All the gifts you bestow are for their benefit, for their 
happiness. Tell me what is degrading in this ? It exists 
only in your distorted imaginations. 

“Some of you inconsiderately say, £ lf we rear our 
daughters, they may pcihaps bo guilty of light conduct 
and biing disgrace on the family.’ If it be proper to 
kill daughters, because you fear that if they live, they 
will eventually be lowered, 01 perhaps be gnilty of im- 
moral conduct, upon the same principle you miglil des- 
troy your sons and wives, for they too possibly may be 
guilty of that which may lower them or oven entail dis- 
grace on their family. But how do you know, 1 ask 
each of you, that the infani which you murder will not 
become as fair. and beautiful as Padmini, and that Raj- 
put princes of tlie noblest blood will nol come to seek 
her hand ? Do you see them with your own eyes ? Do 
you apply to them tlie touchstone of opportunity ? No- 
thing can surpass that folly, which, to gratify vanity and 
to gain, popular applause, violates the laws of God and 
mau. It is like preferring common glass to diamond. 
Among you, originally, one man spent a vast sum of 
money in the marriage of his daughter. Brahmans, 
Bairagls, and Blurts lavished praises on him. The com- 
mon herd of mankind heard of it with admiration ; per- 
sons possessed oflitllo knowledge and foresight tried to 
rival him in pomp and ceremony. It followed that the 
custom became general. It came to be considered dis- 
honourable to perform marriage ceremonies at little ex- 
pense. Thus the birth of a daughter came to bo looked 
upon a curse, in consequence of the expense which 
her marriage entailed. To avoid this inconvenience the 
J&dejas hav'? doomed l heir daughters to death. Thus 
folly ond<"vanity have led to crime ; vanity in tho rich, 
to throw away thousands upon mere ceremony ; and 
folly in the pooj.‘, to (imitate them. And now, every 
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daughlei you murder, you look upon us so much money 
saved ; and the sons, that arc born to yon, you preserve 
as a source of gain. Tims to you the birth and rearing 
of children is a matter of rupees, annas, and pies. Pa- 
rental feeling is distorted in your breast. 

“An intelligent Jadeja Rajput wrote to the benevolent 
Colonel Walker in the following words: — ‘In Kathia- 
wad and Kaclih-IIalad, the Rebadis or goatherds allow 
their male kids to die when there arc many of them 
brought forth, and Charans follow the same practice 
with their male buffaloes, both being unpioductive and 
thus his meaning appears to be, that your motives for 
committing infanticide arc of no higher valne than Ihose 
of the goatherd and the Charan for killing their goats 
and other animals. Ignorant and avaricious men among 
you may say, ‘We are obliged to spend some thousands 
of rupees for the marriage of a daughter; this sum 
would have remained to us, and we should have been 
rich to-dny others may say ‘ "Look at that tliakur ; his 
sansar is broken up; his eslale is frittered away; had 
he but killed his daughters lie would still have beau 
rich.’ It is true that an expenditure of money is incur- 
red by the marriage, but it is really not attributable to 
the rearing of daughters. It is, to the nonsensical cus- 
tom of spending large sums of money at the time of 
their marriages, And why do you spend them 1 The 
folly of wasting your money is not only ridiculous, but 
it is monstrous, when it leads yon to murder your chil- 
dren by way of preventive.”# In this reasoning, there 
is undoubtedly much tact and propriety. 

One of the Essays sent up to Governnrsnt in com- 
petition was in the Sanskrit language, and entirely writ- 
ten on Hindu principles. It was written by RagKunath 

<■*! 

* The Gujarati \crsion of this tract is good, though it contains a 
few anglicising, originating doubtless in theg comjfSrgJ.ive neglect oi 
vernacular literature by oven the best of the native students of 
English. In this respect, however, it is less faulty than many produc- 
tions which we see now, issuing From the press. 

1 
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Pavwali Shastri. Though it was unsuitable forpuhlica» 
lion, il contains a few curious passages worthy of noli ee.* 

* Tho author thus attacks Infanticide from the approved examples of 
the Shastras. 

“In the Bhiiqaiuat, [Purina, Skonda x. G.] forinslanco, it is rotated 
that there was a very cruel king, named Kanaa, and, it having lyaen 
prophesied that Krishna, a sou, of his sister [Dovaki], would kill him, 
Kanaa on hearing ot his biith ordered that all the infants who had been 
horn in Ins country at the same time should be slain. Putana [a Ti.ilo 
shasi, or female incarnate demon], therefore, and others, on becoming 
acquainted with this order, killed my many infants. Then Poland 
having imbued her nipples with poison went to tho house of Nnnda 
[the foster-father of Krishna] with the intontion of killing Krishna, and 
thus addressed his mother [foster-mother] YashodA — ‘Having heard of 
the birth of your beautiful son I have come to Bee him ; it is therefore 
propor that you should show him to me.’ On hearing this, YashodA, 
not being aware of tho deceit, placed Krishna in the lap of Pntana, and 
proceeded to occupy herself in lmr domestic affairs. Putana then gave 
her poisoned breast to Krishna, but lie, knowing the treachery sucked 
so powerfully, while Poland, called out Quit, quit, that her breath was 
exhausted and she expired. Thus as tho divine Krishna killed Piita- 
mi, so will God lull thoso who murder their infant daughters. 

• “It Is related in the Btila Kanda of tho Rimliyana that the Rishi 
Visliwamilra requested Dasharatha [the father of Itima] to allow 
Rama to accompany him in order to protect a sacrifice that he intended 
to perform against the Rikshasis [female devils], and that Dasharatha 
compliod with liis request. The Rishi thou departed with Rama 
and his younger brother, and having arrived at a forest deserted by 
men, beasts, and hirds. Rama inquired how this forest had hccomo 
thus deserted. Vishwamitra replied that it had been occasioned 
by a female Rales has, named T&dakd, who devoured men, beasts, and 
birds, and that from fear of her all had fled from the forest, and that il 
was for the purpose of killing her that he had brought him (Rama) 
there, R&ma, recollecting that his father had enjoined him to obey all 
the commands of Vishwamitra, then slew Tddakd. But, afterwards on 
reflecting Ural lie had, by the command of the Rishi, killed a female, 
ho became grieved and thus addressed his brother Lakshmana “Why 
am I grieved that I have slain this femalo RAkshas in obedience to 
thff command of lire Rishi who is fully conversant with the Vedas and 
Sh&lras 1 Yet I fenr that the kettle-drums of my farag will not be 
sounded by the exulting people for this deed, that on account of 21 my 
glory will not b$some respondent in the world, and that the Guru of 
my race Vaeislita will ha ashamed of it.” 

These stories, well-known to the natives, are sufficiently incongruous 
and grotesque to fell within the sphere of Hindu belief. 
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REPORTS OP COLONEL LANG ON INFANTICIDE IN KA'THIA'- 
WA' D — SCHEME FOR EDUCATIONAL MEASURES — EX- 
TINCTION OF RAJPUT INFANTICIDE AS A CUSTOM IN 
KA'tHIaVa'D — CONGRATULATION OF MR. WILLOUGH- 
BY — LATEST NOTICES OF ANTI-INFANTICIDE MEAS- 
URES IN Iva'THIA'Wa'd. 


In 1846, Major (now Licut.-Colonel) William Lang 
was nominated to the political agency of ICathiftwiid, in 
which, before his assignation to the adjoining province 
of the Mdhikdntha, he had long acted as an assistant. A 
better appointment to the office conld not liavo been 
made by Government. This zealous and able function- 
ary was thoroughly acquainted with every district and 
chief of the peninsula, with the habits and usages of the 
people, -and with the duties of the agency in ail their 
details *, and at the same time greatly and universally 
beloved for kindness, simplicity, and uprightness of 
character, indefatigable attention to business, and sound- 
ness, solidity, and impartiality of judgement. The 
measures for the abolition of infanticide suggested by 
Mr. Willoughby had his fullest approval ; and his influ- 
ence had hitherto been exerted in carrying them fully, 
faithfully, and energetically into execution. High ex- 
pectations were formed of his exerting in the cause ; 
and they have been in no degree dlfeappoiotod, It has 
been his honour to report the cheering fact that infant- 
icide no longer exists among the Rajputs in Tinthiawad 



S34 


COLONEL LANG’S REPORTS 


as a custom, whatever it may do in exceptional cases as 
a crime. 

Colonel Lang’s first report on infanticide was lhal for 
1845. Tl was forwarded to the Bombay government on 
the 25th August 184G. Noticing the Returns oflhe 
Jadcjd, Jaiiwa, and Sumrd tribes, which it embraced, it 
thus proceeds ; — 

“The increase in the number of the female children In 
all these tribes, which has been going on since tlie in- 
troduction of 1 he present system for the suppression of 
infanticide in 1835, continues to be shown in the re- 
turns now submitted. In the case of the Jaiiwa and 
Sumra .population, the increase is equal in both sexes ; 
but the Jadeja census is not so favorable, as it shows an 
addition of only 165 female children to 202 males. I 
fear, however, thatthcrc are still a great many inaccura- 
cies in these returns. 'Che proportion of births of both 
sexes to the number of married Jddejas appears gene- 
rally to be. exceedingly small, and in Virpnr-Khar6di 
and several of the smaller Tdlukds, there is not a single 
birth of cither a male or female child during the year 
under review. The number of grown up Jadcjds in 
Virpur-Kharcdi, it will be observed, is sixty-five ; and 1 
have ascertained from the censor that forty-four of these 
are married. It is exceedingly improbable, therefore, 
that a year should have passed without a single child 
having been born to any of these; and in this Tdluko I 
find that last year’s return was equally blank, which 
makes it amount almost to a certainly that there must 
be some concealment of the births that actually take 
place. 1 have therefore sent for the chiefs of all the 
tdlukae in which no births of either sex arc registered 
drained ast year, and shall endeavour to ascertain the 
true state of the case. I have also directed tire native 
agent to ascertain, ^ some guide to the censor fo'r the 
fp.tu.te, the proportion of births to married men amongst 
one ortwd Other castes where he has the means of doing 
so; and have instructed, the censor to be very particular 
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for the future in noticing all these pointR when making 
his four of the different lalnkas, and when his suspicions 
are excited by any disproportions cither in this respect, 
or withsregnrd to the numbers of children of different 
sexes and ageR, never to rest content till he has made 
thc^ fullest inquiries on the spot, and adopted every 
other means in his power to satisfy himself that Iherc is 
nothing wrong.” 

Notwithstanding the imperfections of the census now 
referred to, — for which the remedies suggested by Colo- 
nel Lang were entirely suitable, — neither he nor the 
native censor had any suspicion of Ihe actual commis- 
sion of infanticide during the year under review by any 
particular Rajput in the province. 

In reference to the Essay on Infanticide of Mr. Bhau 
Daji, which had not yet reached Kathiawar), Col. Lang 
expressed his belief that the circulation of it, if it were 
adapted to the circumstances of the people in plainness 
and simplicity of style, might be highly useful. At the 
same time, he suggested the propriety of “ two prizes be- 
ing again offered, for general competition throughout the 
presidency, for the hestossays against female Infanticide, 
to he composed in the Gujarati language and in n style 
sufficiently simple to bo comprehended by the Rajputs 
themselves.” These prizes he thought, also, should be 
continued from time' to time, as the productions which 
they would encourage might be generally useful in 
Gujarat as school books.' 

Colonel Lang’s report contained additional information 
and proposals of an important character. It mentioned 
that he had beon anxiously seeking, though hitherto with- 
out success, to get the Rajputs furnishing daughters in 
marriage to the Jadej&s to have stipulations made, as long 
ago proposed, for the preservation of their female issue. 
It recommbnded the renewal of presents J$> such Jadejus 
as had preserved four daughters and'upwai'IJs. It thus, 
also, in an encouraging manner, noliced the subject of 
education for the province of K&thi&w&d. 
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L < 1 am happy lo he able on this occasion 1o report that 
the continued endeavours ofiny predecessor [Mr. Millet j 
to eiilisl the chiefs of the province in llio cause of edu- 
cation were crowned before his departure [to Atom bay 
as chief-secretary] wilh as complete success as could 
well be desired, in as far at least as relates to their sub- 
scribing for the e&tablishmenl of a superior school at 
Rajkot, with the view of introducing a better system of 
education throughout the province generally. As is 
known, to Government, many letters had been written to 
the different chiefs both by Mr. Male! and his predeces- 
sors, but with little if any effect. On visiting Nawdnagar, 
however, in November last, Mr. Male) spoke lo His 
Highness the Jam on the subject, and persuaded him to 
eonsent to an annual subscription at the vale of one per 
cent on his Iribute. He then addressed letters to the 
olher principal chiefs, informing them of the good ex- 
ample which had been set by the Jain, and calling upon 
them to follow it. This was immediately done, by Ilis 
Highness the Nawab of Jmiagad, who, in consideration of 
his rank and the smaller amount of tribute paid by him, 
agreed to subscribe at the rate of two per cent. The 
Rdja of Hrdngadra likewise speedily responded to the 
call; and circulars were afterwards written by Mr, 
Malct lo all tlic remaining chiefs and luiukddra in the 
province. The whole of those who have yet sent re- 
plies have agreed to the plan of giving one per cent on 
their tribute oxcept the Tbfilcur of Bhawnnagar, who 
wrote In reply that ho had formerly proposed to give 
one rupee for each day of the year, but Ins lcdrbhdri had 
not forwarded his letter, and that he would now reserve 
the point for discussion with Mr. Malel when he met 
hjm, as he had a number of grievances connected with 
the introduction of certain now regulations into his ca- 
pital to eompjjia of. T received this letter shortly, after 
ftlt. Malet’s^lepartifre, and wrote in reply urging him to 
follow the example which had been set by so many of 
the other chiefs, and I had hoped, eie this, to have teeeiv- 
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o cl the Thakur’s reply, agreeing to do so, which I have 
no doubt will eventually be sent.# In the meantime, 
however, I beg to submit a statement shewing the 
names o{ the several chiefs and Talukdiirs from whom 
replies have been received up to the present time and 
specifying the amount of tribute paid by each, and their 
respective subscriptions for the general improvement of 
education in Kdthiawad calculated upon il.f 

“ It will be observed, from this statement, that the 
sum already subscribed is Rs. 4,398-13-1 (Rs. 4,510-6-0 
subsequent correction) $ per annum ; and if all the other 
chiefs and talukdars agree to the same arrangement, 
which there is every prospect of their doing, the amount 
realized during the year from this source will be be- 
tween nine and ten thousand Company’s rupees. Mr. 
Malel did not address the Amtell and Okh&mandal Ka- 
mavisdars [collectors], § considering that Government 
would doubtless prefer applying to Jlis Highness the 
Gdikawdd through the Resident at Uaroda. It is not, I 
hope, too much to expceWhal His HighncHswil] readily 
follow the example of His Highness the Nawab of Ju- 
nagad, in the higher rale than Ihe other tributaries which 

* [The Bhawanagar state afterwards agreed to subscribe a thousand 
rupees per annum to education,] 

t [The principal annual subscriptions in this list are those of the 
Mm of Nawdnagar (Jadejd), Rs. 1,110-0-5; the Raja of Drdngadrd 
(Jhdld), Rs. 406-11-4; the Nawab of Junagad (Musalman), Rs. 1,253- 
4-11; the Thdkur of Rajko£ (Jddojd), Rs. 139-14-0; the R.dnd of Por- 
bandar (Jaitwd), Rs, 279-12-0 ; the Wdla Viliams! of Jaitpnr (Kdtbf), 
Rs, 502-9-11.] ' 

t [To ihia was afterwards added Rs. 2,212-13-9, maiang a total of 
Rs. 6,723-4-3,] 

>D 

§ [The Amro'li and Okhdmandal districts belong to the GitfkawdjV, 
the latter district having been presented to him by the British Govern- 
ment for a slight consideration, that it might avoid entanglement with 
the celebrated shrine ofDwdrakd situated witFn its bomdaries, The 
Gdikawdd ultimately refused to contribute to educational purposes for 
these districts.] 


21 
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lie has agreed to pay on Ins tribute, and grant Iwo per 
cent, from the whole of his receipts from Kalliiawiid, for 
llie improvement of the system of education throughout 
the province ; in which ease, our Government would be 
graciously pleased to do the same (and it is surely not 
too much to ask l'or such a grand object), it won VI at 
once swell the funds available for this purpose to up- 
wards of thiity Ihousand rupees a yeav. 

“With so gratifying a piospcct before us, as far as 
the funds required are concerned, it is desirable that 
no time should be lost in commencing the erection of a 
capacious and handsome school house at Rajkot; and 
on this point, therefore, 1 shall feel obliged by your ob- 
taining for me the instructions of the llon’ble Board, as 
to the amonnt which it is considered proper to expend 
upon the building, and the plan of the college or school 
in Bombay, or elsewhere, best adapted to the purpose, 
on which it -would be advisable to erect it. I liope, 
likewise, that e.arly instructions will be issued to the 
proper authorities at the presidency for the sclec lion f 
the fittest man that can be found for the situation of 
head Gujarati master, and of fully qualified men for 
those of Gujarati teachers in different departments. 
With such ample funds, the establishment of a good 
.English School, under a thoroughly qualified European 
Master, may probably be eventually contemplated by 
Government; but 1 am myself humbly of opinion, that 
our first efforts should be confined to the introduction of 
the best po&si ble system of vernacular education through - 
out the province ; and with this object, although I would 
of course hsve the head school at Rajkol, I humbly con- 
ceive it would be necessary to establish branch schools, 
all oftliem under teachers educated in Bombay, at the 
most Centrical places in different parts of the province ; 
to afford to all desirous of securing for theif children a 
thoroughly <good vernacular education the opportunity 
of sending them to one of these schools, from which 
they could afterwards be sent to the Head School al 
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Rajkot if desirous of prosecuting their studies in the 
higher and more di fiicult branches, instruction in which 
would necessarily be confined in a great measure to the 
Rajkot ^School. All these branch schools would of 
courso be under the entire control of the Head-Master 
at R^ajkot, and it would form an important part of his 
duty to visit them as frequently as possible, and to select 
from each the most able youths for further instruction 
at Rajltol, provided their parents were willing to send 
them there, for the greater encouragement to which, it 
may hereafter be advisable to allot a limited number of 
scholarships to the Rajkot school. As regards an Eng- 
lish school in the present low state of education in 
Kathiawar!, I doubt not many might be induced to at- 
tend it for a time ; but few, I fear, would be likely to 
remain long enough to obtain more than a smattering of 
English, whereas the same period spent in attendance 
at a throughly efficient vernacular school, would suffice 
for the attainment of a tolerable education in their own 
language, and impart 1o those, who had the lime and 
inclination to prosecute their studies further, a taste fox 
cultivating the higher branches of knowledge, so far as 
they could be taught from Gujarati works. I am aware 
that the great want of these forms at present a serious 
objection to confining our efforts to vernacular educa- 
tion alone ; but this seems only to make it the more in- 
cumbent upon us to adopt some more efficacious meas- 
ures to obtain a supply of the necessary works on dif- 
ferent subjects in the vernacular languages of the coun- 
try, since the education of the great mass of the people, 
in any language but their own, seems to «iy humble 
judgement, altogether impossible.” t( I offer these ob- 
servations, however, with much diffidence, as it seemed 4 
necessary without delay to allude to the several points 
connected "With the introduction of a new system of 
education into Kathiawad which a*s deserving of the 
matures! consideration of Government. The twe? Sohool- 
Masters who have now been at Rajkot for so many 
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yearn, although ethical pri in Bombay, appear scarcely 
to have produced the slightest impicssion ; so* that if the 
vernacular system is to be adopted for the present at 
least, it mast be evident that every thing will depend 
on the Ilead-Schoolma&tcr who may be selected being 
a very superior man in every respect, and no expense 
therefore should be spared in secuiing the services of 
the best man available for the duty in Bombay as well 
as those oi the best qualified subordinate Teachers in 
the different branches of education.” 

The Government in acknowledging, through Mr. Malet, 
the receipt of Colonel Lang’s communication, expressed 
its belief that it was probable that the concealment of 
births in certain of the talukas was of design ; intimat- 
ed that as the Essay on fnfanticide was in a condensed 
form in the coarse of being printed, it would await the 
result before determining about additional prizes; sanc- 
tioned the rewards proposed 1o be given to certain ol 
the Jadejds for tho preservation offonr or more daughters ; 
declared its satisfaction with the liberality of tho chiefs 
in the matter of education, while at the same time it 
expected that additional funds would be forthcoming 
from their associates; and requested thal, in future, com- 
munications on ihe subject of education should be kepi 
distinct from that of infanticide. At a later period, the 
Government set apart a lakh of rupees from the Infanticide 
Fund as its own contxibu lion and that of the Gdilcawad to 
the cause of education in the province. This sum bears 
interest from tho 5lh Juno 1847, which added to the 
voluntary contributions of the native chiefs, — the scheme 
of a continued per-centage on their tribute having been 
abandoned, — forms, as a beginning, a respectable apt- 
pxopriation, of about cloven or twelve thousand rupees 
annually, to the great cause of public enlightenment in 
one of the most benighted, though remarkably interest- 
ing, provinces of "India. A high central Vernacular 
an4 elementary English school, with suitable buildings 
and a suitable native superintendent, has been founded 
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at Rajkot, and branch schools at some of the capitals 
of the principal native chiefs, to a few of whom, now 
minors, tutors have also been appointed. The final ar- 
rangements for them have been made by the Govern- 
ment Board of Education in Bombay, in concert with 
Colonel Lang and one of his assistants, Major Aston, 
formerly a zealous secretary of the Native Education 
Society. Their moral influence will greatly depend on 
the system of instruction to be ultimately adopted. 

The reports of Colonel Long for the years 1846, 1847, 
and 1848, which were all duly forwarded to Govern- 
ment, show a constant anxiety on his part for perfecting 
the Returns, which he was enabled in a large degree to 
effect by the employment of an additional censor, and 
the comparison together of the proportions of population 
in different tribes.* No snspi cions of any cases of ac- 
tual infanticide occurred during these years. f The in- 
fanticide fund was employed as usual in paying the ex 
pences of the censorship, and aiding poor J&clejas in Ihe 
marriage of their daughters. Colonel Lang’s proceed- 
ings were viewed as highly satisfactory in ovary respect 
by Government. Copies of the Essay against Infant- 
icide wore forwarded 1o him for distribution in Kathia- 
wad ; and he was informed that a notification was about 
to be issued offering additional Quizes for Essays on tho 
same subject.;): 

Colonel Lang’s report for 1849 was presented to Go- 
vernment on the 3 1st December, 1850. It intimated 
his continued anxiety and endeavour to get important 

* The ordinary expence of the censorship in its imtmmd form is 
v»e believe. Re. 116 a month. ^ 


t One chief had been accused, however, of neglecting to reilbrt the 
bu*th of two daughters. 

t The second prize,— an essay worthy of the first not having been 
found, was ghinod by Kuwarjf Rustamji", whose pgeduotion, in the 
form of a simple dialogue, was published both Hi England Gujarati 
The competition, owing to the little information possessed* by native 
youth respecting Infanticide in Western India was but limited. The 
^ludioatos were the Rev. G. Pigott, C. J, Eisldne, Esq. C, S„ and 
H. J. Garter, Esq, Secretary to the Bo.mi *7 vm. - “ 
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economical arrangements made belween llie Jfidejas 
and other Rajput tribes calculated to facilitate Ihoir in- 
termarriage and to diminish the cxpencc of their nuptial 
celebrations. 

“When I lately met His Highness the Jam at Ba- 
lambd, I found him still fully alive to the necessity of 
making some arrangement for decreasing the heavy ex- 
pense attending the marriage of the daughters of Rajputs 
in general and Jadejas in particular. Mr. Ogilvy [Resi- 
dent in Kachh] had kindly got Ilis Highness the Rao 
to send over three agents on His Highness’s part to dis- 
cuss the subject, several communications since I last 
met the Jam having passed between him and the Rao 
regarding it. I had also influential Rajputs with me 
belonging to Jhalfiwacl and other parts of the province, 
all most willing, as far as I could ascertain, to enter into 
any arrangements which their superior chiefs might 
consider practicable, I found the Kachh agents, how- 
ever, still in favor of alliances with the Rajput families 
in Rajputana; and they seemed 1o think that by giving 
daughters not only to the chiefs themselves but also to 
other members of their families, and even to Ihoir su- 
perior subordinate chiefs, there would be an ample 
opening made to dispose of all tho daughters of our su- 
perior Jadej a chiefs, anfl that in cases where alliances 
were formed with others than the chiefs themselves of 
Rajputfi.ua, the honor and dignity of the .Tadejfi chiefs 
would he sufficiently upheld by getting all othor suitors 
for their daughter’s hands to come to their capitals to he 
married. I remember, however, that this very practice 
of getting ilie bridegroom to come to their houses to be 
married, was one of the principal sources of expense 
complained of by the 'Idar Patfiwats# and other Raj- 
puts fn that part of the country, who look Upon it as de- 
rogatory to send their daughters to be marriid as is uni- 
versally done in this province ; and I pointed this out to 

» C 1 

* [The landholders of 'Idar in the MahMn^lld, province, north of the 
Mah£ river in the continental Gujarat.]” 
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this Jam and the Kachli Agents, and urged the necessi- 
ty of making some arrangement, the benefit of which 
would not be confined 1o the principal chiefs, but ex- 
tend tq all the inferior classes of Rajputs subject to 
them, whether belonging to the Jarleja or any of the 
other tribes. 

“After sundry consultations the Jam came one morn- 
ing wil h the Kachli Agents, and told me that they were 
fully satisfied that the only measure they could adopt 
likely to be generally beneficial was to introduce the 
custom of giving their daughters in marriage in the most 
respectable families from which they now received their 
wives. But if they confined themselves in disposing of 
their daughters to this part of the country, it would be 
necessary that the other chiefs to whom they would in 
that case be obliged to give them, should join them in a 
general arrangemenl for the disposal of their daughters 
also, in the families of inferior chiefs to those with whom 
they had heretofore been in the habit of forming marri- 
age alliances. The Jam thoreforo proposed that I should 
speak to the Raja of Drangadra* and Ihe Ran a of Por- 
bandarf aud others on the subject ; and both he and the 
Kachh Agents stated that if all would agree to enter into 
this arrangement they were fully prepared to do so, and 
that the opportunity of tho Jane’s daughter’s marriage a 
few months hence, when influential agents from all the 
other Rajput talukas would be present at Nawanagar, 
might be taken for concluding it. I have since spoken 
to the Raja of Drangadra and the Thakur of Murvi on 
the subjecl, and both appear to be most willing to agree 
to whatever the Kachh and Nawanagar authorities may 
require to get this arrangement effected ; and I have also 
ascertained from the Raja, who is the principal Chief to 
whom both tho Rao and the Jam would in this case IfSAe^ 
to look fos alliances for their daughters, that he would 

* [The head of the Jhald Rajputs.) 

t [The head of the JaitwtL Rajputs.) 
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not object to concede the point, if required, of having to 
proceed to Bhuj or Nawanagar on all occasions of mar- 
riage with the daughters of their chiefs, which would of 
course be a highly honorable alliance for his family.”* 

Arrangements such as those here contemplated, if ac- 
tually made, would be of great importance in tho^dis- 
posal of J&cleja females, the difficulty of their marriages 
according to the views of their tribe having been long, 
as the reader musl have observed, the principal tempta- 
tion to the unnatural crime of infanticide. The proposal 
to effect them received the approbation of Government. 

Colonel Lang, in noticing the Returns which he for- 
warded to Government on this occasion, made the cheer- 
ing intimation, that “the proportion of female children 
to males in all the tribes [JaclCja, .Taitwa and Sumra] 
is now so nearly equal, and the progressive Increase of 
the female population so regular, that if the returns can 
he depended upon in other respects, there would appear 
to be every ground for believing that the practice of in- 
fanticide musl have become almost entirely extinct in 
this province.” Never was a triumph of Christian phil- 
anthropy of such magnitude as this intimated in greater 
simplicity of spirit and language. 

The actual state of the case, as set forth by the Returns 
forwarded by Colonel Lang, is thus recorded in the 
following letter addressed "to him by the Government of 
Lord Falkland, through Mr. Secretary Goldsmid, on 
the 2%nd April 1851. 

“It appears from the information furnished by you 
that the population of Female to Male ehildron, asccr- 

* Colonel Lang added : — “I hope I have also persuaded the J&m to 
allow me to present an elephant on the part of Government to his 
daughter on the occasion of hei approaching marriage [with the Maha- 
riqa of Jaudpuv], instead of postponing for a time the collection of the 
Tribute, as the former would mark much more strongly t» the chiefs ol 
Rttfput&na, tha^iffjsreat £aken by the British Government in the young 
lady’s welfare, and might thereforo bo more advantageous to her. As 
directed., however, I have left it entirely optional with the J 6m, to re- 
ceive either of these indulgence# he may prefer.” 
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mined to have been bom during the year of report is as 
under. 



ATalrs. 

"Females. 

JExcesa. 

Jtfrlejrt 

288 

378 

10 Mulct. 

Ruuri'fl.. 

lfi 

16 

2 females. 

'Jfaitwit ; 

4 

5 

1 Female. 


While a comparison of the present census with those of 
preceding years exhibits the following results : — 



1844. 

1815. 

1848. 

1847. 

1648. 

- . - 

1849. 

A * 

j'3 

J.S 

V a 

4* 

*1 5 

Is 

2,-s 

** 

jl 

If 

Vs 

41 

.se . 

II 

f*<.S 

^5. 
. S’ 

g * 

^ . 
*1 

41 

Ao. of Female 
population. 

|.i 

Si 

it* 

* *» 

.Si 

II 

4* 

*S e 

.3 

« ft 

41 

Wa 

4® 

Jcftjojd 

HH 

2,175 

m 

2,334 

■ 

2.429 

8,848 

2,779 

7,258 


7,35a 

8,837 

KtiuirJ 

37^ 


378 

271 

382 

■LB 

411 

248 

48C 


4G3 

308 

Jultwfl. . 

154 

57 

157 



75 

237 

119 

255 

132 

251 

. 141 


While the proportionate percentage deduced from llic 
above table is : — 


Years. 

Jfyfrj&s. 

Sumrds. 

. 

JaltwHs, 

Tears, 

JSiJfjSs. 

Sumrfa. 

JaiUcAi. 

1644 

33 4-5 

44 1-10 

37 

1847 

40 9-3 

001-4 

44 

1845 

35 3-10 

45 1-5 

38 1-5 

1848 

42 4-7 

90 4-10 

51 1-8 

1810 

30 4-5 

59 1-10 

44 8-8 

1840 

dl 

60 3-4 

001-5 


“ The foregoing results, I am desired to remark, aro 
most satisfactory, and show llio efficacy and suitable- 
ness of the measures adopted by Government in 1834, 
at the recommendation of the Hon’blc Mr. 'Willoughby 
then in charge of the Kdthiawad Agency, for the sup- 
pression of the crime of Infanticide; and appear to 
justify the observation at the close of your <7th paragraph, 
that if the returns can be depended on, (and ther^ seems 
to be no reason to doubt their general accuracy) th^re 
are grounds for the gratifying belief lhat the practice of 
Infanticide must have become almost entirely extinct 
in Kathiawad. • * 


“Well and ably have you, in the opinion oT Govern- 
ment, continued and carried out by means of concilia- 
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lion and pcisuasion the good and humane woik in 
wlneli Mr. Willoughby so indcfatigably toiled for the 
extirpation of the crime of Infanticide tiom Ktilhidwad ; 
and the vigorous measmes -which lhal gentleman ori- 
ginated for effecting that object have by the judici- 
ous proceedings of yourself and of those who succeeded 
him in the province been brought to a most successful 
and gratifying termination.” 

At the time that the Repoit now commented upon by 
Government was received in Bombay, Mr. Willoughby, 
after a lengthened and distinguished service in India, 
was on the eve of his departure for Europe It was a 
matter of high gratification lor him, and thanksgiving 1o 
God, to observe the success which had attended the 
measures for the suppression of the dreadful crime of 
female infanticide which he had been instrumental 
either in arranging or devising. That success, he justly 
remarked in his minute on the occasion, “had been 
far greater and much more rapid than the most 
sanguine [acquainted with the real difficulties of the 
ease] could have anticipated.” lie justly altached 
great importance in securing llic desired issue to 
the vigorous manner in which the cases of proved in- 
fanticide had been treated by him before he left the 
province of Kathiawad. “I recollect,” he added, “that 
by somo, whose opinions I valued, 1 was thought to have 
invaded too strictly the sanctity of Rajput domestic 
privacy,* and that the measures I had rocourso to were 
too harsh and likely to outrage the feelings of the whole 
Rajput community. But I argued that those philan- 
thropic men-. Governor Duncan and Colonel Walker 
never intended that the engagements which they in- 
dnced'the Jadejas to enter into should be wasto paper ; 
aGti although I was aware that I was touching on de- 
licate ground, I felt assured that I should find a power- 
ful ally in 1&<5§e feelings of parental affection, which 

r 

* [So it was denominated, while, as all our readers must have seen, 
it was a privacy which had not a particle of sanctity connected with it.] 
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exist in Ihc Unman breast in every stage and degree of 
civilization. The result lias certainly proved Ihal I 
was not mistaken. The few examples made in the first 
instancy sufficed, and on Major Lang the more gralcfnl 
task has devolved of completing the good work, by meas- 
ure^ of conciliation and persuasion ; and I need not add 
how highly I approve of the manner in which this most 
able, humane, and intelligent officer has performed his 
part.” "We have seen in Ihe letter already quoted the 
estimate formed by Lord Falkland and his other col- 
league, Mr. Blanc, of the labours of Mr. Willoughby, and 
of Colonel Lang and his other successors, in this great 
service of philanthropy. The sympathy of the Bombay 
community was entirely in accordance with their judge- 
ment of Mr, Willoughby’s merits in the case, though, — 
as it often happens with regard to the laudable exertions 
of the officials of the Indian Government, — it was but 
partially informed of the value, amount, and result of 
his endeavours. A public testimonial to Mr. Willough- 
by, recoguizing not merely what ho had done in tho 
ease of infanticide, but Ms general countenance and 
support of tho cause of philanthropy and enlightenment 
in India, was determined on; and many unsolicited sub- 
scriptions to that memorial were immediately forthcom- 
ing from Europeans and natives, both at the seat of the 
presidency and its outslalions and the native slates which 
had benefited by his wise and merciful arrangements.* 
Her Majesty’s Government, too, may be supposed to 
have marked its sense of obligation to Mr. Willough- 
by, by nominating him, without his appearing as a cau- 

* At a meeting of Mr. Willoughby’s friends held on the 21st April, 
1861, the following, amongst other resolutions, were passed, 

1. ,f That the friends of Mr. Willoughby, on the occasion of his 
departure from India, after an extended and unintorruptefT’ employ- 
ment of thirty -two years in ihe most important departments of the 
Civil Service, are desirous of expressing the rogas^ and esteem which 
they entertain for him in his personal charac&r ; the high opinion which 
they have formed of him, as a most able and devoted servant of the 
Government j and their gratitude for his philanthropic labours in tho 
abolition of Infanticide in the province of K&lhi&w&d, and the public 
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didale for the office, one of the "Dneclor. of iho JRast 
India Company under the new act which has come into 
operation in 1854. It is the ordinance of God, how- 
over, that independently of the acknowledgements of 
man, genuine benevolence should never fail to receive 
its own reward. r 

The Reports on Infanticide in Kathiawdd forwarded 
by the Bombay Government since Mr. "Willoughby’s 
depart uie to Europe have fully confirmed the belief of 
the actual suppression of the dreadful crime among the 
Rajputs of that province. The census of the Jadejas for 

1850, submitted by Colonel Lang on the SGtli December 

1851, shows a total of 292 male and 267 female children 
born and prosoivcd during the year under review; that 
of the Sunvras, of 24 males and 18 females ; and that of 
♦ he Jaitwas of 10 males, and 4 females.* The Jadeja 
census for 1 851 gives a total of 222 males and 216 females 
born during that year; the Sumrd, ofl5males;andlho 
Jaitwa, of 8 males and 2 females. The J adeja census for 

1852, forwarded in the temporary absence to sea of Col. 
Lang by Captain J.T.Barr, Ms first assistant in charge, 
on the 14th April 1854, gives 214 male and 180 female 

spirit which he hasunifoimly evinced in tho support of the Philanthropic, 
Educational, and Literary Institutions of Bombay; and resolve to open 
a Subscription for the commemoration of his name in this Presidency, in 
connexion with tho cause of Native enlightenment and improvement. 

2. “ That a Subscription bo opened, of which a portion shall be 
appropriated to the establishment of a Fund for the improvement of 
Vernacular Literature, and a portion for the Education of Native Fe- 
males. Tho Fund to bear the name of Mr. Willoughby • Subscribers 
being at liberty to appropriate their contributions to either or both of 
these objects. 1 ’ 

The third resolution had leierence to the presentation to Mi WU 
lenighby *af a piece of plate with a suitable inscription. 

* The Court of Directors, on noticing the dispropoitioifebetween the 
males and females ^f the Jaitwds here mentioned, remarked that it was 
"very ifosirablorio ascei&io the cause of the difference ” The attorn 
that of the Bind, oi Porbandar and the Jdro of Nawinagar was called 

fact, which, 


to the circumstance, but they gave ho explanation of the 
> 
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birlhs ; tlml of the Sumras 4 male and 8 female birl ha ; and 
that of the Jaitwiis 3 male and 9 female births. Va- 
riations in. the proportions of the sexes intimated in 
these returns can easily ho accounted for without the 
supposition of any case of actual infanticide. No sus- 
picions against any of the Rajput tribes now mentioned 
were entertained) except in a single instance, in which 
they were proved to be unfounded. On the 12th of 
July 1854, however, a female of the Mhawar clan of 
the Miami tribe, near Malia on the ‘gulf of Kachb, was 
convicted before the Political Agent's Court of Criminal 
J ustice in Kathiawud of Infan ticidc — of having occasion- 
ed the death of her newly-born twin Infants by design- 
edly withholding from them the requisite nourishment, 
and sentenced to a year’s imprisonment for the crime, a 
punishment quite inadequate to the offence, even in the 
view of certain extenuating circumstances.* The most 
painful fact brought to light in this case, of which in- 
formation was first given by an attachment mehta, was 
the existence of the practice of infanticide by ihe wild 
herdsmen of her clan, hilheito overlooked in attempts 
to suppress the crime, as proved by the number of males 
in it being 94, while thal of the females was only 24. 
Anti-infanticide engagements have since been exacted 
from the Mhawars ; and they have been brought under 
the censorship which has been so successfully applied 
in the case of the Jade jus. 

. * The Mianis, so denominated from Midn, or Miy&n, one of their 
leaders, arc land-pirates from Sindh uho settled in this district and on 
the opposite coast about a hundred and forty years ago, They used to 
set out on their predatory excursions on foot. The native assessors of 
Capt. Barr, who presided in the Court of criminal justice on the trial of 
the woman above refeired to, begged for a remission or miligati«n of the 
punishment, on the ground of her being an instrument in th^Jian^of 
her husband, and her occupation to some extent with an eldor daughter 
lying sick of sin ail pox when the starvation of the infants occurred; but 
LSrd Elphinstouc and his colleagues properl)* deoline<fcto comply with 
their prayer for the condonation of “murder,” The worngn had inti- 
mated her intention to the midwife io destroy her children ; so there 
could be no doubt other guilt. 
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The historical inci deals in lUc pursuit of ami -infan- 
ticide measures in Knthiawad during the last thioc years, 
though few, liavo been of some importance. The Jam 
of Nawdnagar succeeded in negotiating a manlage for 
his daughter with ihc Maharaja of J and pur, though he 
did not live to see the completion of the nuplials. The 
young bride on the happy occasion, on the suggestion 
of Colonel Lang, received fiom the British Government 
out of the Infanticide Fund, a present of an elephant 
and other articles amounting in value to live thousand 
rupees. Colonel Lang had resolved to endeavour, on the 
assembly of Rajputs at the festivities, to get them to 
consent to reduce the ruinous expenditure incurred on 
such occasions, but lie was prevented from accomplish- 
ing his wishes. Writing to Government on the 18th 
December, 1852, he says, u 1 take thiB opportunity of 
acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Secretary Lumsden’s 
letter of the 13th July last, and the oopy of the report 
sent with it of the measures adopted for the prcvenlion 
of female Infanticide in the Mainpuri District. I bad 
hoped at the marriage of tho late Jam’s daughter to Lave 
got some arrangement made for diminishing tho ex- 
penses now attending Rajput marriages in this province, 
by inducing the most influential Gnisids to enter into 
an agreement to marry their daughters into the same 
families, or families of the same rank, from which they 
gel their wives, but tho unfortunate death of the J dm 
just before the marriage took place prevented anything 
being done, and when f lately visited his son and suc- 
cessor T found that although professing, and I believe 
sincerely, hip- willingness to enter into any arrangement 
which may be proposed by His Highness the Rao of 
Kachbvircgarding Rajput marriages for the future, he is 
ufiT’illkig to do anything himself in the matter inde- 
pendent of His Highness the Rao. Major Jaeob kindly 
oa me over T-fawiyiagar for a few days when I was 
there, and as he mode hitnself acquainted with the feel- 
ings both of the Rdo and the Jam on the subject, I think 
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sonic good might bo done by gelling a deputation o( in- 
fluential Rajputs from the different tribes in Kalhiawad, 
commissioned by the principal chiefs, sent over to Bhuj 
1o discuss the matter with His Highness the. Ruo, and 
endeavour to get some arrangement effected regarding 
their future marriages through Major Jacob. 1 have 
hcartl from that officer that His Highness greatly ap- 
proves of the Mainpuri measures as far as he under- 
stands them, and there can of course be no question of 
the great advantage of any measures which will enable 
the Rajputs here and in Kachh to reduce the expendi- 
ture now incurved at their daughters’ marriages, without 
subjecting themselves to any invidious comparisons or 
remarks from their fellow Grasias.* T shall therefore 

* [The Mainpuri arrangements hero referred to were effected by the 
influonco of Mr. Charles Raikes, the magistrate of that district under 
the Agra Government, and Mr. W. H. Tyler the officiating commis- 
sioner of the Agra Division, in 1848. Tim Choluin, Rdthor, and otlior 
Rajputs of Mainpuri, Agra, E'tawA, FarakhaMd, among whom female 
infanticide had prc\ ailed to a great extent, agrood to diminish the ex- 
peaces of marriages and to regulate these exponces according to the 
four following grades, 

"1 si grade. For Raj As or Talukdars. The dower io be demanded 
in behalf of a son from the parents or guardians of a marriageable 
daughter shall not exceed Rs. 500, One third of this sum to be paid 
at the period of lagan; one third at the door of the girl’s father when 
the marriage procession arrives; and the remainder in the shapo of 
pin-money ( kany&dm ,) etc. 

,c 2nd grade. For Zamindars, Rs. 250. One third, etc. as above. 

cc 3rd grade. For others in easy circumstances, Rs. 100. Ono 
third, etc. as above. 

” 4th grade. For all other decent people, one rupee.” 

It was resolved, too, that by these chiefs no demand should ho made 
in excess of the sums now specified, while a father might give more if 
he chose; that “ the insolence of Brilhmans, Bhits, and Barbers, and 
others who abuse decent people far not spending large sums at carriage 
ceremonies,” should be represented to the magistrate for redjgss ; 
that only a moderate number of poisons should be invited to marriages. 

While thei 1 ? was scarcely a daughter found in the houses of tho 
Oftohiin. Thakurs in 1842, there wore 1,482 girls livmg^of six years and 
under, in October 1851. , 

The direct anti-infanticide measures pursued in the Mainpuri dis- 
tricts warts the following : — 

“In Choh&n and Phdtnfr «:ti« — 
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ascertain from Major Jacob whether His Highness the 
R&o would bo ■willing to receive a deputation of lire des- 
cription I have pioposed, and it no and Government ap- 
proves of the measure, I have no doubt that I cenld get 
one sent by the principal chiefs ol this province at any- 
time that would be most convenient to His Higlyicss 
the Rao ” 

This subject of reducing the expenses of Jadeja mar- 
riages is still under the earnest consideration of the 
Rajkot agency, though, to use the words of Captain 
Barr, “owing to the departure of that experienced olfi- 
cer (Colonel Lang) from Kathiaw&d and Colonel Jacob 
from Kachb, little progress has yet been made in effect- 
ing the object in view.” 

From the resolution of Lord Elphinstone’s Govern- 
ment dated 11th May J854 on the Infanticide Report 
of Kdlhiawad for 1852, we make the following import- 
ant extract. “ The number of male and female chil- 
dren of these three castes ascertained to have been born 
during the year 1852 was : — 
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“The total ascertained population of the three Class- 
es in 1852, contrasted with the years 1842 and 1847 


information of the birth of a female child forthwith at the police station. 
A barlcandaz goCj to the house and sees the child. The Th£mdd6r in- 
forms tho magistrate, on which an order is passed that after one month 
the health of the new-born child should be reported. The watchmen 
arejiirth^r bound to give information if any illness attack the child, 
when a superior police officer (either thanadar, mpharf, or jam&dir, at 
onee goes to tho virago, sees the child, and sends the leport to the ma- 
gistrate,”— RepCrt on Measures adopted in the District of Myftpoo#, 
for tbs prevention of Female Infanticide. Agra, 1862. Later pro- 
ceedings in these Districts hare been very satisfactory.]] 
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and the annual average of the five years ending in 1846 
and 1851 respectively show the following results. 
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“The proportion-percentage whieh the female bore 
during the years 1842 and 1 852 to the male population 
of those castes was as follows : — 
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“Resolved that these results, as shewing a steadily 
progressive diminution of the disproportion in the ag- 
gregate number of the two sexes, and the fact that no 
grounds exist for supposing that during the year of re- 
port any case of Infanticide occurred in the province of 
Kathiawad are highly gratifying.# 

“ That the First Assistant Political Agent in charge be 
so informed, and that with reference to paragraph 7th of 
his letter, the Acting Political Agent be requested to 
persevere in endeavouring to secure a reduction in the 
Jadeja. marriage expenses.” 

This resolution was duly communicated to Captain 
Barr by Mr. H- L. Anderson, Secretary t£. Government 
in the political department. 

With such competent and experienced politic*! func- 
tionaries as hold office in Kathiawad and Kai^ih,#aid 

* [It musfbe remembered that thfe wives of the ^dojds, belonging as 
they do to other Rajput tribes, are not included in the'census ; and that 
their absence aggravates tbo apparent ^disproportion of males and fe- 
males.] 
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are expected soon to resume 1 heir duties in those pro- 
vinces, and such vigilant superintendence as they will 
enjoy under Lord Elphinatone, who so nbly directed in 
the first instance the successful measures for the suppres- 
sion of the Mary a and other human sacrifices among the 
Khondsof the mountains of Orh-a,* and his colleagues, 
the efforts of one of whom in the cause of anti-infanti- 
cide in Kachh as we shall immediately see were highly 
commendable and important, we cannot doubt lliat, 
with the blessing of God, the cause of the preservation 
of Rajput infants is safe in their hands. 

* An interesting " History of the Rise and Progress of the Opera- 
tions for the Suppression of Human Sacrifice and Female Infanticide 
in the Hill Tracts of Orissa” has just been published in the Selections 
from the Recnids of the Government of India (Homo Department) 
No. V. This fasciculus contains the more important passages of Lord 
Elphins tone’s able minutes on the best moans of abolishing these horrid 
customs. The grand total of Marilis 9avctl from sacrifice up to the 13th 
April 1853 was 1,230, and of Poalii&s, 813. Tho existence of the rite 
of human sacrifice among tho Khonds was first brought to light by Mr. 
Russell of the Madras Civil Service, in a report dated tho 12th August 
1836. 



CHAPTER. XV. 

REPORT ON INFANTICIDE IN KACHH BY MR. LUMSDEN — 
HIS REMARKS ON THE STATISTICS OF THE POPULATION 
OF THE JADEJA8 AND OF THE DIFFICULTIES OF THE 
MARRIAGE OF THEIR DAUGHTERS— REPORTS OF COLO- 
NEL ROBERTS AND TIIE REV ICW MADE OF THEM BY GOV- 
ERNMENT-REPORT OF MR. OGILVIE — REPORTS OF 
CAPTAIN RAIKES — REMARKS BY MAJOR JACOB ON 
CERTAIN PROPOSALS— LATEST SUMMARY OF ANTI- 
INFANTICIDE PROCEEDINGS IN XACTIH BY THE BOM- 
BAY GOVERNMENT. 

Thu report on Infanticide in Ivachh for the year 1842 
was presented to the Bombay Government, on the 11th 
August 1843, by Mr. J. G. Lumsden, of ihc Civil Ser- 
vice, appointed political agent in that province in suc- 
cession to Mr. Male! removed to Kuthiaw&d . Ii is a 
document of great ability and importance, its author 
having become well acquainted with the history and 
economical position of the Jadejas during a service of 
several years in which, as special commissioner at 
Adhoi in Wagar, he laboured with singular application 
and success to unravel the mysteries of thg, complicat- 
ed claims of the Bhuj and Mum families for t ho sover- 
eignty of that district and the ownership of som# of its 
bandars, or ports. The greater portion of it we transfer 
to our pag&s, 

Mr. Lumsden handles the Jadeja as bearing 

on the progress of the cause of anti-infanticide, \a a mas- 
terly manner. 
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After noticing the returns forwarded by Colonel Mel- <■ 
vill, — aceoiding to which the proportion of males to 
females among the Jadojds had lallcn from J46 to 1 to 
J05 to 1,41? — he thus proceeds : — “The lelmns fo-rlhc pre- 
sent year are for 10-1 villages and show a population of 
pmo Jadeja blood of 6,900, which is not quite an excess 
of 300 individuals over llie last, and therefore they 
afford the means of a pretly accurate comparison. It is 
gratifying to observe that in these returns the gencial 
average has fallen from 105 to SR to 1. 

“The proportion of males and females living under 1 
year, is equally high with that of last year, or 1 to 
1*2 which it is to he obseivcd is very little in excess of 
the natural proportion of male to female hiiths in many 
other countries, while in the column from above 1 yeai 
to 5 years the proportion of icmalcs has actually risen 
from 1 to 5'4 to 1 1o 2-5 males. There is also a slight 
diminution in the proportion of deaths under 1 year, a 
column to which suspicion of unfair practises is most 
likely to attach, though in the present year none such 
have come to light nor has a single ease of infanticide 
been detected. 

“To pursue this interesting investigation, and to es- 
tablish the proof of n progressive improvement, T have 
constructed a table based on the calculations made by 
Colonel Melvill and forwarded by him witlr his report 
on infanticide, No. 118, dated 8th December 1840.” 
“Two facts [connected with it] alone require to he no- 
ticed. The first, that the successive returns during 3 
years for periods of 25 years ego seem to establish that 
our vemons’teances and exertions at that early period of 
our connection with Kachh were not altogether unat- 
tend(!<l with success. The other fact will require com- 
xfient Hereafter. It is the only subject of regret connect- 
ed with the present report. The disproportion between 

ft *• 

* Mr. Lumaden, en passant, corrects an error of Colonel Melvill’s 
classification of certain tribeo. The Ajdnis mentioned by the Colonel 
as ,a separate tribe are merely a branch of the Kheng&rSnl 
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Jadeja females disposed of either by betrothal or mar- 
riage and those unprovided for, -which was in 1840 only 
1 to l f 437, of the latter and in 1841 only 1 to 1-127, 
has in Hip present year increased to 1 to 2-01, though in 
all three cases the female children under 1 year have 
been excluded from the calculation. 

“ f'have staled that the census of the Jadeja popula- 
tion for the year 1841 was taken from 103 villages, and 
that another village which had been omitted by mistake 
has been included in the returns for the past year. The 
parties who took tlie census in 1841 were two Muham- 
madan officers of the darbar. The returns, now under 
consideration, were drawn up by two Hindu mclitas, 
Madhavaji mehta and Desax Karamoliand ; and wo have 
therefore a favorable opportunity of judging of their 
correctness by comparison. In 1841 , there were born 
177 daughters, while of girls above 1 year to 5, there 
were living 127. This gives an aggregate of 304 female 
children who should be accounted for in the columns 
for 1842 headed from above 1 year to 5, and upwards. 
In 1842, we find under the former column 2-75, and 
adding 10 (the number of denllis during Ihe past, year 
of that age) wc have 285, leaving a balance of 19 girls 
unaccounted for, who may be supposed to have in the 
interval exceeded the age of 5, or tlieir ages to have 
been wrongly reported. In 1841, there were living 
from above 5 to 15 years, 119 Jadeja girls. In 1842, 
we find by the column from above 5 to 15 years, that 
there were living no less than 147 girls to which should 
be added 3 who died during the past year, If we here 
suppose the 19 missing in the former column to have 
passed into this, wc have still an excess of 12 girls above 
the number to be accounted for. But this excess anight 
be occasioned either by a mistake among a class *>f pae- 
ple as careless as the Jadcjds in reporting to successive 
and different mehtas the age of tlnjjr daughters or by 
the additional village in, the present table, or j,t might 
be due to omissions in the fornier census. If, then, we 
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pursue the inquiry we find that in 184 L, 111 ere were liv- 
ing of the third class, or girls from 15 1o 25 years of age, 
130. In 1842, wc find in the corresponding columns 
136, Here again wc have an excess of 9 girls nj^ove the 
former census. Since we have also in this instance to 
add 3, who died during the preceding year, of Jadejd 
females who had passed their 25th year, there we're re- 
gistered in 1841 only 26 and in 1842 we have 29. None 
died of this class in the course of the year. The aggre- 
gate excess of the tlncc last columns in the census for 
1842, is therefore 12+9 + 3, or 24, to which, if wc add the 
number of births during the past year 114, and deduct 
the aggregate of the deaths above 1 year or 10 + 3 + 3= 
16, wc have a total of 122, which if added to the num- 
ber of the living in the former year, should exactly cor- 
respond with the number returned as alive in the pre- 
sent; and this is found to be the case, since 579 + 122 
are 701. 

“ The agreement may also be shewn in a general 
way. There were alive in 1841, when the census was 
taken, 579 women ; from which, if wo deduct the deaths 
during the past year above 1 year or 16, wc have 563 1o 
be accounted for. Add 114, the number living under 1 
year, and we have 677, which deducted from 701 loaves 
the same excess of 24, In seeking to account for this 
excess, we find that 9 females are living in the village 
of "VVadawa not included in the last year’s returns, and 
that 15 girls of different ages must consequently have 
been omitted in the census for 1841. 

“The exact agreement of the two tables is a subject 
of agreoablersnTpri.se , when it is borne in mind that His 
Highness employs but two mchtas in taking the census 
from Vhich the lables have been constructed, and that 
afTa gTeater guard against collusion the same mehtas 
did not prosecute these inquiries in the years 1841 and 
42 ” 

thekmarriage arrqjngemenis of the Jadejas of Kachh, 
dfo£vrii$qh sfo mttch tpust depend in connexion with the 
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preservation of their female offspring, Mr. Lumsden 
thus ably treats, 

“ I have now to revert to the groat and increased dis- 
proportion which the Jarleja. females, disposed of by 
marriage and betrothal, bear to those who are unpro- 
vided for in the census of the past year. This is a sub- 
ject \>f serious concern, since it is evident that if the 
Jddejas are unable to procure matches for their daugh- 
ters, this alone will create a strong tendency to revive 
the inhuman practice which we are struggling to abol- 
ish. 

“ Female celibacy is viewed as a reproach and dis- 
grace by all of Hindu extraction, and in the East (as 
Sir A. Burncs observes in a statistical account of "Wa- 
garand with reference to the preservation of Jadcja fe- 
males) is but too frequently synonimous with prostitu- 
tion. As the excellence of the present preventive sys- 
tem must tend evidently to aggravate this evil each 
succeeding year, it becomes a matter of the deepeel 
moment to consider in lime how it may be counteract- 
ed and to endeavour to devise a remedy. 

*• I confess my inability to suggest one at the present 
time; and it will be as well to recapitulate the difficulties 
with which the subject is surrounded in this country. 
The geographical peculiarities of Kachh separate its 
inhabitants in a great degree from intercourse with the 
surrounding countries and from any admixture of for- 
eigners with its people. Tho greater portion of the Raj- 
put population is of the Jadcja tribe. But no Hindu oan 
marry a descendant of his own gotrn or male stem. A 
Jadeja cannot therefore marry a Jacleji ancWthe few re- 
maining Rajput houses in Kachh are pot sufficient to 
supply husbands for a tenth part of the Jadejd girife who 
will he marriageable in a few years. Their paresis 
must consequently seek for matches beyond the pro- 
vince. * It is not to be expected,’ $s CSlwnel Melvill 
justly remarks, “ that the inhabitants of distant coun- 
tries who can find wives much nearer home, should 
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make long journies and incur heavy c^ponces merely 
for the honor of a Jddeja alliance ” 

“ There is a large class of the poorer Jadejtis who 
gain their subsistence as cultivators of the so?]. The 
subdivision of property, improvident habits, and the in- 
creasing population which is caused by a long period 
of tranquillity, are adding daily to their numbers. Is it 
to bo supposed that men so situated can depute a per- 
son to seek beyond the province for an alliance for their 
daughters, or that they can generally relinquish their 
sole means of subsistence, and migrate with their fami- 
lies for a similar purpose. What then must be the re- 
sult ? It may he startling, but as it appears inevitable, 
it would be worse than folly to remain blind to the fact. 
If a remedy he not devisod, and if aid bo not in some 
shape afforded to this helpless class in the disposal of 
their daughters, we must expect to behold the intro- 
duction among them of an utter profligacy of manners, 
promiscuous intercourse and concubinage. 

“ There is indeed another refuge from such scandal 
and dishonor. It is to revert to the horrible practice 
from the opprobrium of which we seem al length 1o 
have rescued this country. With the inlonlion of ulti- 
mately relieving the threatened evil, Ills Highness has 
of late years adopted a measure which has an imme- 
diate tendency to increase il. lie is ambitions that his 
tribe should ally itself in marriage with the numerous 
and high caste Raj pul families of Jaudpur and Mar- 
w&d. To this end he has broken off the custom of in- 
termarrying with Muhammadans, which was formerly 
very prevalent among the Jadejas, stimulated, as ho as- 
serts, by the consideration that there are comparatively 
few great Muhammadan families, and therefore few ad- 
vantages to be expected from their alliance. But he 
has not as yet^prevailed upon the Jadejas hTTeform ano- 
ther custoifi to whfch in tho eyes of a strict Hindu is a 
VMatiofi of the most important obligation in his creed 
ina’V/ftich constitutes its principal feature. 'From the 
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Rao downwards, Ihc Jadejds have employed from time 
immemorial Muhammadan cooks, and thus disqualify 
themselves for forming the connections about which he 
is so felicitous, It is His Highness’s intention, I be- 
lieve, to bring about an innovation. But though such 
an act would secure ihc applause of all Hindus ho has 
not^had the boldness to attempt it. The Jadcja chiefs 
arc extremely jealous of their ancient usages, and many 
of them acknowledge in a measure the efficacy of the 
Muhammadan creed. Thus the whole of the Sahebani 
Jadejds are actually murids (or nominal disciples) of 
the pir (saint) of Lohdria in Sindh. At present, there- 
fore, this measure of the Rao, like all half-measurcs, is 
a failure. While it deprives his tribe of a facility for 
the disposal of their daughters which they formerly 
possessed, it has not obtained for them the wider open- 
ing to which he aspires. 

“ It will not, I hope, be supposed that these remarks 
convey an approval of His Highness’s intended reform, 
which T believe to have its origin more in the wounded 
vanity of the Hindu than in the far-seeing policy of the 
sovereign. I look upon it solely in its relation to the 
subject under discussion ; its probable effect In provid- 
ing fit and sufficient matches for the Jadejd girls, and in 
preserving the respectability of that aristocracy. Both 
of these ends are evidently in a measure duties. Jn thiB 
light to consider and even to respect prejudices, how- 
ever childish, as they affect our efforts to uproot an 
odious custom (without merely exchanging one evil for 
another) cannot be viewed as contemptible. Setting 
ICachh aside, examples' are not wanting,, unfortunately, 
in any age or country to convince us that the impulse 
of a false creed, or lhat mere prescription originating in 
the most miserable vanity, are either of them«suflieient 
to make monstrous acts assume the garb of duties and 
the most senseless practices to bft regard cd as sacred 
obligations. m „ 

“Since, then, the success of the Edo’s matrimonial 
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nogociationb in Manvarl seem to depend upon Ihe light 
in which the Judejns arc regarded in those countries as 
pure Hindu-*, I would rather urge upon His Highness 
the completion of his scheme.” ( 

“The following palliatives for the evil of celibacy 
have been proposed on former occasions. A general 
marriage fund among the Jadejas was recommended by 
Colonel Melvill, who hoped to have interested Govern- 
ment in supporting it. This measure, which would have 
been highly politic and advantageous to the Jadejas, 
was lost by the passive opposition of that hotly. It was 
probably regarded as a precedent for taxation, of which 
they have been ever jealous. The fine fund, which was 
to have added to the resources of the former one, has 
up to this hour provided only i,52o Icoris, 

“ An additional reason which might bo supposed to 
act as a check upon marriage, by deterring the Rajputs 
of the neighbouring countries from contracting alliances 
with Kachh, was the amount of the customary expenses 
always heavy among Rajputs, but nowhere more so 
than among the Jadejas, and falling principally upon 
the father of the bridegroom, The abolition of several 
of the most vexalious was contemplated by Colonel 
Melvill, to whose influence I attribute the fact that 
their amount, of late years, has been much diminished. 
Still these foes remain, which may be justly characterized 
as the tribute of an ostentations vanity on the one side, 
and as greedy and bare-facod plunder on the other. In 
appendix C, J have detailed them for the information 
of the Honourable the Governor in Council and my 
efforts will not be wanting to induce the Bhdiyad either 
to suppress them entirely or to limit their amount for 
the benefit of the poorer classes.# 

* Sxtra^Murriage expenses among the Jadejas of Kachh common to 
aU Rajputs but peculiarly heavy in Kaehh. 1. Pulu. present to 
the ft tier of the ^itflTby thf father of the bridegroom according to tko 
rank of the parly, generally from 1,000 to 10,000 koris. Hi$ Highness 
the Rio yhon he married, a daughter of Dringadri paid to the chief of 
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“fchtfh is tho stale of matters at the present time. 
W hile dwelling upon the threatened danger, l mRy 
add that some prospect of amelioration presents itself 
from our recent conquest of Sindh and the increased in- 
tercourse which it is likely to lead to with this country. 
The whole of the Nagar-Parkar, the Thar, and the ex- 
tensive and desert tracts towards Airurkot and Jaudpur, 
arc inhabited by tho numerous tribe of Sodhas, a race 
who abhor infanlicide and from time immemorial have 
been allied with the Jadejas, whom they hold in high 
esteem.’* Sir A. Burncs, in a paper on Parkar ob- 
serves, as far back as 1826, tlml ‘they had begun to 
look to Kacbh in the hopes of finding Jiicleja wives for 
their sons,’ This good disposition might bo fostered 

that state her father G,000 Rupees, I am informed, under this head. 
2. Salii-Kaluri Id Lagat. A sword to the father of the girl by ditto, of 
more or leas value according to circumstances. 3. Turan Ghodii. A 
horse to ditto, or an equivalent ill money. 4. V,rmulh. A fee paid by 
the father of the hridegfoom to the Ch.irnns called Wagsundi, slrictly as 
many koris as the one in attendance can lilt with liis hand from a full 
handkerchief or cloth. 5. Gumn Jdmpii Li Lagat. A present given 
by the father of the bridegroom to Uio village officers, less or more as 
ho can afford. 6. Parwit. This is levied from the father of the bride- 
groom by tho Chiu'tms, Brahmans, Blubs, Wadis or Wtims, Langd, 
Blmnd, Brahmtk/q luul Rnjdhnn castes. This is the most serious lax of 
all. It has no limits but the supposed generosity, or ability, of the 
party from whom it is literally exacted. Sorno of the chiefs of each of 
these castes insist on receiving a horse, others a sum of money, cloths, 
or jewels. The rest fix a minimum to be paid to each individual of the 
castas there present. 

The expencos of the father of the girl are limited to tho following. 
Ho has to feed tho Bharat or the parties who form the marriage 
revenue a few days previous to, during, and after the ceremony, also 
all the Parwd tribes, who attend, sometimes exceeding several thou- 
sands, To tho Bharat ho makes a present of clothes. For his 
daughter he provides jewels and clothing, as he may be able to afford, 
and a complete outfit of furniture and essentials for house keeping. 

* [The Soctb&s certainly do not themselves practise infanticide, find- 
ing it a profitable trade to sell their daughters to the Jadejas. It is to 
ho feared, however, that as they make tw* efforts tS got their grand- 
children by their daughters preserved, jjiey have little more abhorrence 
of the crime in its general aspects than tho Jadojas themselves.] 
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lice both on the banks of the Indus and the Ganges; 
but it attracted attention on the banks of the Thames. 
The Court of Directors, in a dispatch dated 4th June 
lb45, declined to sanction it, observing that wJtal was 
wanted was “greater certainty of detection rather limn 
more rigorous punishment of those who are. deteclcd.’* 
On the 25tli October 1845, Colonel Roberts mentioned 
that only eleven marriages of J&deja females had talceu 
place. “The Government annual gra.nl,” he added, 
“ and that of His Highness the Rao, of Rs. 4,000 each, 
towards the marriage of the daughters of the poorer 
Judejas, has not been called into operation during ihe 
year, the fund formerly accumulated on account of the 
suspicion of infanticide [the Fine Fund] and amount- 
ing to koris 4,175 having been sufficient ; and of these 
3,200 koris were paid to poorer .Tadejas on the occasion 
of their daughters’ marriages.” Three cases of infant- 
icide in 1840-6, were not only proved hut admitted ; 
while no fewer than eighteen others seemed to have 
occurred. The Rao strenuously protested with reference 
to this matter with some, of the Jadcjas summoned to the 
Darbdr and the Agency, when new engagements wore 
exacted from them.* Colonel Roberts expressed his 

* Jadeja Khengarji of Sumari Rohii writes thus. [After noticing 
his former agreements which were all read. J " Regarding the 2nd 
article of the agreementof 1839-40, I was questioned, when it appeared 
that it was not altogether fulfilled, wbon as I could not make any ex- 
cuse, I requested pardon and petitioned that I would take certain 
measures to see that the following arrangements wore duly carried out 
viz. 1. A skilful midwife, such as shall be approved of by the Dar- 
bdr writors, I will always entertain as a servant, and she will overy two 
months travel through all tho villages belonging to my elan and come 
and inform me of the number of u omen in labour [pregnancy 1] and the 
number months, that she and I may bo able to give an account to the 
DarMr witter when he comes round. 2. Whenever a premature birth 
shall occur, this midwife will inform me of it, so that I m^y keep a cor- 
rect account of it^ oad of those who are in child-labour. 8. Thus as is 
■written above in "the 1st article the account of women in child-labour 
being kept, fitter nine months, «t will cause inquiry to be made and take 
great care about it, and not neglect it. If after this any neglect should 
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opinion, in January 1847, that in order 1o prevent the 
subdivision of properly, in iho case of many male births, 
or infanticide in case, of female, the use of abortive me- 
dicine jvas very much resorted to,” llms opening up 
another black page of the record of Rajput crime. 

The Report on Infanticide in ICachh for* the year 
184(?-7 was presented by Col. Robe r Is, outlie 8th Ja- 
nuary 1848, to the Bombay Government, to which the 
political superintendence of that country had been again 
judiciously restored by the Supreme Government of 
India. It occupied only a single leaf; but the Returns 
which it furnished were carefully gone over at Bombay, 
where it was thus acknowledged by Mr. Secretary 
Malet, on the 18th April of the year in which it was 
received. 

“ It would appear from the information now supplied, 

be apparent on my part, the two Government*, may take any measure 1 ? that 
will satisfy them. 4. I will keep a strict register of all innlo anil re- 
main births, with such witnesses anti explanations of .ill deaths caused 
by disease ote.. as will bo satisfactory to the Dnrliar Agents. 5, From 
the form of the births and deaths of children which the Darlur sends 
annually for, the two Slrkara observe that more deaths from disease 
occur amongst the fomnlo than the maio children, and that sufficient care 
and protection is not afforded to Iho formor, and on this account desire 
greater cautions j therefore I will toko ovory possible moans as above 
and by every othor way endeavour, so that it umy bo certain the fe- 
male infants will be carefully nourished amongst the brethren of my 
tribe, so that it will be apparent to the two Governments. 6. Should 
any of the wives of my brethren go abroad or into any othor country 
or to the homes of their fathers, and there have female infants, and put 
them to death, this will not be on my head; I only answer for what may 
take placo in my country. Thus having in view as written in the above 
articles together with the former engagements, I will be answerable 
that great care is taken, so that should any difference exist and the ar- 
rangement not be sufficient then the two Governments are makers and 
shall make what arrangements they choose, and such shall Ijg binding 
on me. 

The above chi the name of my forefathers I agree to. — Ja’deja' 
Khenga'jui 1 of Sumari Roha. m • a 

Dated 7th May 1846. „ 

A. similar agreement was entered into separately by nine of the othor 
principal JfLdoj£s. 
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compared with lital furnished by Mr. Lumsden in his 
report for the year 1842, lhat a considerable mevoaso 
has taken place in the Jadejd population since that 
period as shown in the following lablc : — r 
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Results which the Hon’ble the Governor in Council con- 
siders to be extremely satisfactory, especially as shew- 
ing that the disproportion between the male and female 
children from five years old and under, is rapidly dis- 
appearing; in' 1842 the number of male children of 
these ages having amounted to 829 to 389 females, 
While in 1847 the number of children of the same ages 
was 726 males to 583 females. 

“ It is also satisfactory to find, from Appendix No. 2 
to your report, that the proportion of females to males in 
the Jddcjd population of Kacbh has during the last 
seven years been steadily on the increase. The number 
iu each year from 1840-41, having been as under v — 
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M His HoSor in Council is much concerned to per- 
ceive frem your report that no less than 16 cases of in- 
fanticide ^are proved to have been committed in Kaehb 































(tOVEENMENT ON THE KEl'OUTh OE roj,. HOBEU'lh. IMH) 

during I lie year L84(i. The parlies who have been 
convicted of these murders, have, you state, been lined 
according to their means; but, that persons guilty of 
this revolting crime in Kachli are not al presoul visited 
with adequate punishment is plain from your remarks 
in the abstract census of the Jddoja population, wherein 
it is slated, that in no less than throe of the proved cases 
of infanticide, the parties concerned were not visited 
with any punishment whatever, having been excused 
on account £ of poverty,’ and in three of the other proved 
cases a fine of only 25 koris (about rupees 7) was levi- 
ed, and in another a fine of 40 (about rs. II) koris was 
imposed — punishments altogether inadequate and from 
the imposition of which it is not to be expected that the 
crime will ever be extinguished. 

“ You will perceive that the following stipulation is 
made in the 2nd article of the engagements into which 
the J ad cj 6. chiefs of Ifaehh entered wilh His Highness 
the Tlaoin the year .1840 : ‘ Whenever a newly born child 
is destroyed among the lihfiiyjid the chief shall give in- 
formation to the Dftvbdr within the space of fifteen days, 
in order Ihftt the murderev may ho visiled with punish- 
ment by fine or olhcrvrisc, ff the chief conceals any in- 
stance of the crime, or neglects to take such measures 
as are sure to prevent its concealment from himself, and 
information of its having been committed reaches the 
Darbar, from another quarter, then the chief himself 
shall submil to be heavily fined. It therefore behoves 
the chief to take good precautions ; and whenever it is 
ascertained that the wife of a Jadcja has been prcgnunl 
aud the child is stated to have been bom prematurely, 
or to have died naturally, in snch case, four respectable 
men shall take cognizance of the fact and their verdict 
shall be reported 1o the Darbnr within fifteen days.’ «It 
follows, therefore, that in cases whore the guilty parties 
are too poor to pay a fine, it could nothaflb 'tween intend- 
ed, that they should altogether egeape punishment. Ou 
Ihe contrary the engagement above quoted, miqucMion- 
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ably contemplated the award of imprisonment in such 
cases, at first for a moderate period, and afterwards in- 
creased with reference to the magnitude of the offence 
as the resolution of Government to suppress the crime 
became more fully and certainly Jcnown. Unless His 
Highness the Rao strictly enforces the provisions of the 
above article, and visits each proved case of Infant- 
icide with a suitable punishment ‘by fine or otherwise,’ 
it is evident that the endeavours of the British Govern- 
ment for the suppression of this crime in Kachli will in 
a great measure be rendered abortive. You will accord- 
ingly be pleased to bring this subject to the notice of 
the Rao, and strongly urge upon His Highness the pro- 
priety and necessity of his hereafter dealing with great- 
er rigour with those who thus set at nought, not only 
His Highness’s injunction but their own solemn engage- 
ments to abstain from, and to do all in their power for 
suppressing the commission of infanticide. 

“ His Honor in Council deems it extraordinary after 
snch engagements had been entered into, that such 
leniency, as is mentioned in your report, should havo 
been pursued by His Highness, towards parties who 
had been proved guilty of this dreadful crime; and I 
am desired to request that you will be pleased to ex- 
plain what remonstrances wore offered by you against 
this course. 

“Yon will be pleased to report to Government Ihe 
result of His Highness’s investigation into the four cases 
of Infanticide which have happened during the year 
1847. 

“ With reference to the 4th paragraph of your letter, 
in which you state ‘there are also some irregularities 
with regard to the usual reports, directed to be made to 
the Darbar, immediately on the death of a child having 
been omitted^ I urn desired to request that you will 
urge His Hfghness^the Bao to adopt effectual measures 
iff prevent a repetition of these irregularities. 

“^rbin.the statement of the Receipts and Uisbiui-e- 
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mcnts oflhc Infanticide Fund, annexed in your report, 
it appears that the amount granted in aid of marriages 
is in every ease the same, namely 800 korts. His Honor 
in Counsil considers the system pursued in Kathiaw&d 
1o be preferable. tn that province a careful enquiry is 
instituted into the circumstances of each applicant for 
aid ; the amount granted is fixed with reference thereto, 
and seldom exceeds 250 Rupees, often being so low as 
100 Rupees. It is, moreover, in the opinion of Govern- 
ment in every respect desirable that the expense of 
Jadeja marriages should be checked as much as possi- 
ble, an objeet which would not be promoted when as- 
sistance is granted at one uniform rate. 

“ Your report under acknowledgment being extremely 
meagre, I am desired to inform you that Government 
will expect a much fuller report for the year 1847-48, 
and to furnish you with a copy of the Infanticide report 
for Kalluawad forwarded by Major Lang on the 30tli 
■December 1817, in conformity with which, you will be 
pleased as far as may bo practicable to frame your 
future reports.” 

From the explanations given by Colonel Roberts, on 
the 8th June 1848, iu reply to this communication, we 
give the following extract, 

“Wilh regard to the adequale punishment il is one 
of extreme difficulty. Many aro the instances when 
the parties have positively nothing. They subsist 
themselves and families on the labour of their hands, 
and as shepherds in attending and foraging the cattle 
and sheep belonging to the villages at which they re- 
side. These people are unable to make a money pay- 
ment as a fine to any amount ; arid the alternative, im- 
prisonment, His Highness the Rao would bo ^.iwgys 
ready to inflict, but in the ease of the poor classes if the 
individual had a family they would, bey^g^deprived of 
the subsistence gained by bis labour, starve, and in the 
case of lus having no family he ■ftould consider it small 
punishment lo he imprisoned when food >« 
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provided, and labour if awarded always light.#- His 
Lordship in Council may rely on the eordial co-opera- 
lion of His Highness the Tldo in the endeavours to sup- 
press infanticide. Ilis Highness proposed punishment*- 
which were considered by the Hon’ble the Court of 
Directors as far too great. TIis Highness the Rao is 
prepared to inflict any punishments the TIon’ble Hoard 
may deem fit; and I have proposed to him for the futuie 
to submit the intended awards of punishment in each 
ease for the consideration of Government. The In- 
fanticide report for 1847-48 shall be compiled agreeable 
to your instructions ; but the province is small compared 
to that of Kathiawad, and I believe a lengthened report, 
in the absence of any new maiter, could only contain 
repetitions of my former reports and those of my pre- 
decessors.” 

The Government remarked, on the 10th July 1848, in 
reply to this representation, “that although the explana- 
tion therein afforded of the leniency hitherto oxercisod 
by His Highness the Rao of Kaehh towards persons 
convicted of the crime of infanticide is far from satis- 
factory, the Right Ilon’ble the Governor in Council is 
of opinion that, provided His Highness agrees to the 
adoption of the course indicated in your Glh paragraph, 
the obicct of Government will for the future bo ensur- 
ed” 

Some of the subsequent reports from ICachb have been 
very much of the same character as those now noticed, 
showing on the one hand a progressive increase of the 
Jadeja female population, and, on the other, the evident 

*9 

* [The late excellent Archdeacon Jeffreys of Bombay was accus- 
tomed to say, that nowadays too much is hoard of the "house of cor- 
rection’ Vend too little of the "rod of correction.” Without here dis- 
cussing the propriety or impropriety of this opinion, we would respect- 
fully suggost to His Highness the R£o, that it might he Well to ascertain, 
by practical experiment, ^whether or not, in such eases as those here 
referred tor the integuments of the backs of the murderous tribes of his 
country are not more tender than th# fibres and tissues of their unfeel- 
ing hearts.}- 
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evasion of their engagements, and violation of the first 
principles of humanity, by many individuals of the Ju- 
cleja community. 

In thq, report for 1848, Colonel Roberts expresses bis 
belief that a fixed sum, as in Kauhli, in aid of the mar- 
riages of poor J&doja females is better than one appor- 
tioned, as in Kathiawad, according to the circumstances 
of individuals. He founds this opinion on the liability to 
imposition by native authorities. But the solution of 
the merited preference must always depend on the 
course of inquiry pursued by the political agent. Colo- 
nel Roberts, in the same document, expresses his just 
regret that Ihe census in Ifachh is confined to the Ja- 
de j&s, while the surveillance of the JDhctng, and other 
tribes addicted to infanticide,* is comparatively neglect- 
ed. 

At the end of 1848, the number of Jddcjd moles in 
ICaehh was 6,53G and of females only 1,297. At the 
close of 1849, they had risen to 0,029 males and L,403 
females. 

The "Report for J849, a remarkably lucid document, 
was presented to Government by Mr. Thomas Ogilvy, 
of the Civil Service, the successor of Colonel Roberts in 
the Agency. The following items of information which 
it contained arc worthy of notice. 

There were 250 male and 211 female births, and 136 

male and 95 female deaths, being rather less than 2 per 

cent of the former, and rather more than 6 per cent of 

the latter; an increase over the returns of the preceding 

year, of 52 Jadejas with one daughter alive and of 22 with 

two, of two with three, and of one with foTir daughters 

alive ; an increase of 33 betrothed, 67 nnbotrothed, and 

16 married and widowed females. It appeared"that of 

250 male and 211 feiriale children bora in 1849, fifty- 
»•* 

* OF these tribes Colonel Roberts gives a lift sintfflaMo that furnish- 
ed by Colonel Melville. See above, p. 912. The population of such 
of them as ore Hindus he estimates at 7,IfeO souls; and that of those of 
them who are Muhammadans at 4,600. 
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three of Ihe former and sixty-five of the 1 alt or died, 
showing nil excess of about 9 per cent of female over 
male deaths. Of 242 males and 251 females born in 
1848, none of the former, but 45 of lhc latter diqd. The 
mchtas having been asked why Ihe females of six, seven, 
and eight years of age were entered as more numerous 
than those of five, six, and seven in the corresponding 
statement of 1848, they explained to Mr. Ogilvy that 
errors had occurred in the classification of the children 
according to their proper ages last year, owing to the 
new mode of rendering the returns. The proportions 
of male and female deaths, from 1842 up to 1849, ave- 
raged from under 2 to nearly 4 percent, and in the case 
of males; and from G to more than 9 per cent annually, 
in the case of females. The females, however, had 
doubled in number since the year 1842, and the dis- 
proportion between the sexes had diminished one-half. 

“On examining,” says Mr. Ogilvy, “ lhc returns when 
first brought to me by the mchtas employed to prepare 
them, the great excess of female deaths in some of the 
villages appearing lo require investigation, l addressed 
His Highness on the subject on the 20lh October, and 
have the honor lo annex a translation of that communi- 
cation. The returns having been amended since then, 
some disagreement will be found with Statement V, 
now forwarded. His Highness replied in person, when 
he very fully explained his sentiments. The answer, lip 
observed, was plain, that the measures of Government 
for the preservation of their daughters, met with no 
sympathy from the Jadcjas, and that in numerous in- 
stances, neglect now accomplishes what more sum- 
mary modes before effected. He thus, [after mention- 
ing all'thc obligations of the Jaclej&s to abandon infan- 
ticide iifcletail] proceeded. ‘Averse to the preservation of 
their daughters, in spite of natural affection,* in spile of 
the precepts fjfiheira'eligion and of the orders of both 
GfoWrnrmmts, the Jadej^s were not slow to discover ways 
to l|ie engagements by ’which they were bound. 
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They could represent that u child, really of full time, 
had died from promalure delivery. They could induce 
sickness by unwholesome diet, aud then report through 
the vnehtas that death had endued from natural causes. 
They could escape responsibility by sending their 
women to be delivered out of the country. The mid- 
wives employed belong to the chiefs’ villages, and are 
therefore under their influence. If the British Govern- 
ment are satisfied with the progress of their measure, 
matters may be allowed to proceed as at present, but to 
extinguish the crime effectually, other means must be 
adopted. The time for mere warning has passed, and 
Government have a right, if so disposed, to revoke the 
guarantees, the conditions of which have been broken. 
The Jadejas may justly be assessed till the objects of 
both Governments have been accomplished. This is 
my private opinion. The chiefs, however, will remon- 
strate, and I shall publicly join in their remonslroncc, 
for ] cannot separate myself from their interests, or ael 
in opposition to their advice, without risking iho ruin 
that tho onmily of the Bhiuyad brought on my father 
Bh&rmaljt .’ ” 

“Tho statements promised by Ilis Highness,” Mr. 
Ogilvy added, “ giving a census of tho population of 
other tribes suspected of practising infanticide, will bo 
furnished in the ensuing year. In deference to the 
wishes of Ilis Highness the Rao and his chiefs, Gov- 
ernment have fixed the amount of donations to be given 
lo the poorer Jade] 6 s, to aid them in marrying their 
daughters, at koris 800 (rupees 211,) and have abstain- 
ed from pressing their points of difference, so long as 
evils are not found to follow. It occurred to me that 
the British Political Authorities might promote His 
Highness’s object of encouraging intermarriages between 
the Jadejas and the Rajputs of Rajputaijp., but the sug- 
gestion did not accord with His Highness’s views. The 
Rajputs dislike all interference ■With their docflestic af- 
fairs ; and it is better, therefore, to leave them tn - 
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inode themselves of removing the growing difficulty oi 
providing husbands for iheiv daughters. His Highness 
is negotiating a matrimonial alliance with the family oi 
Udepur, and hopes by that means 1o establish move 
frequent intercourse between Kachh and Rajputann ; 
but it appears lo ine somewhat doubtful whether the 
benefits anticipated aie likely to repay the heavy ex- 
pense of such an alliance.” 

With reference to the suggestions of the Rao for a 
further interference on the part of the British Govern- 
ment with the Jadcjas in the matter of the violation of 
their engagements, the Government requested Mr. 
Ogilvy to inform His Highness, that being satisfied of 
his sincere desire to see infanticide suppressed in his 
dominions, it would await the result of further experi- 
ence as to the success of the measures actually in pro- 
gress for the attainment of this great object. 

In February 1850, the author of this work paid his 
second visit to Bhuj, having had occasion to pass through 
Kachh on a journey from iho banks of the Indus to 
Bombay, performed along with the Rev. Dr. Dull of Cal- 
cutta making the tour of India before visiling Europe. 
The Rao gave us both a very kindly welcome at his 
palace. On that occasion, we had a lengthened conver- 
sation with His Highness and some of his atlondaul 
Jadej&s on the subject of Infanticide. He gave us a 
strong impression of his own anxious desire to see Iho 
horrid custom wholly abolished ; and his brethren of the 
bhaiyad said, “It is quito unnecessary to speak to us 
further on the subject. "We have determined that in- 
fanticide shall be abolished. The matter is accomplish- 
ed.” The Rao presented us with a table in Gujardti, or 
form, a T she called it, — a translation of which is here sub- 
joined, — showing al one glance, the complete statistics 
of the whole J^deja population of Kachh in 1849. 




L, Ages- B t Blalea. C, Amales. a, befrafhed; widaxcs ; c, mamed ; d, tmntamed. D, Total. E t Difid in 1819 Males ; /, Females. 

’oials : Males, 6,629 ; Females i — -betrothed, 1S8: widows, 24: married, 119: rannarried, 1X72 : total, 1.403. Died in 1849 Males, 135; Female*. 95. 
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Wc inspected this document with mingled cmolions 
of pleasure and pain — of pleasure, because of the pro- 
gress actually made in the preservation of 1,403 females 
actually alive at that time as the fruits of the merciful 
interference of ihe British Government and the E&o with 
the bloody customs of the Jadoj&s; and of pain, at the 
manifest disproportion of these females to the 6,629 
males alive at the same time, giving too palpable evi- 
dence of the perpetration of thousands of murders, even 
sinca the voice of British philanthropy was heard pro- 
testing and pleading against the awful crime. We re- 
commended His Highness to institute such a general 
system of education throughout his kingdom, as would 
be inimical 1o vice of every character; bnt he expressed 
his fears that it would not bo valued by liis people, who, 
in Iheir present social state, he held, have no peculiar 
need of its advantages. We especially pressed him to 
give a superior education to his two interesting-looking 
sons, who were before us, the one eleven and the other 
eight years of age, for their own benefit, the sake of ex- 
ample, and the future good ofMIhe province ; bul he said 
he was inclined to rest satisfied with the instruction 
which they were actually receiving, as sufficient for the 
particular dirties which would afterwards devolve upon 
them. Wc were by no moans prepared for TFis High- 
ness taking this ground. Wbon wc introduced the 
subject of Sail in the Darbdr, he expressed a wish to 
have some private conversation with us on the subject, 
which accordingly took place ; but wo shell not violate 
his confidence by repeating anything which he said to 
us which might fall under this category. On his High- 
ness mentioning to us that Sati has the sanction of the 
Hindu Shastras, we admitted the conclusion us far as 
il recognizes only the later Shastras ; but did not admit 
its accuracy as far as the Vddas, the most “ancient of 
the Hindu writings, %ro concerned.* We added that 

* + , 

* Hefteipg to the genuine portions of the Ve'das we spoke quite 
confidently, to Highness on this matter This we did from 
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from our point of view, which inquiry would hIiow 1o 
be the correct one, the Shu sir as reveal their own charac- 
ter as inimical 1o what is good, when they do encourage 
Sail ; a^d that they can be successfully qnolcd in bar 
of almost every social and national improvement which 
Immani'y could dictate, or political right auci expedien- 
cy suggest. The frankness and openness of His High- 
ness we could not but admire, even 1 hough there was 
a great difference in our opinions on some of Ihe mat- 
ters on which we freely conversed. Every British 
functionary who has had 1o deal with him has noticed 
this candour and honesty. At this time, it may be 
added, His Highness was still socking 1o exchange 
daughters in marriage with the family of the Udepur 
Raja in Rajputana. The expense which ho would thus 
incur was estimated at Ihe enormous sum of nine lakhs 
of rupees, 

On the 29tli of July of the year last mentioned, Lord 
Falkland addressed a kind and eousidernle personal 
letter to JTis llighuoss, strongly advising him to give a 
superior education to his sons. 1 ( lias as yet borne no 
fruit. But those who fail to loam good cannot fail to 
learn evil. There, is more Ilian a rumour in tho native 
community lhat one of them, through the influence of 

our inspection of large portions of them, and our general estimate of the 
system of religion on which they are founded. The Brihmans are ac- 
customed to quote from tho sixth Ad hy fly a of tho seventh Ashtaka of 
Rig-Ve'da a passage which they hold to be favourable to tho burning 
of widows. It is thus translated by Colobrooke, in his papor on “ The 
Duties of a Faithful Hindu Widow. Asiat. Res. iv. p. 207, 8vo. edit : 
— "Om, Let these women, not to be widowed, gogd wives adorned 
with collyrium, holding clarified butter, consign themselves to (he fire. 
Immortal, not childless nor busbandless, excellent; let then^ pass into 
fire, whose original elemont is water.” This passage, in the original 
Sanskrit, h§s lately been submitted to a critical examination pro- 
fessor H. H. Wilson (Journ. Roy, As. Soe., vol. xvi. pp. 201—214), 
who has clearly shown that it takes for grafted fte conservation, and 
not the cremation, of the widow. 

The passages in ihe Shastras posterior to the Ve'da favourable to 
Satt are numerous, Many of thorn have been nuoted by polebvonkc. 
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mischievous counsellors, has already unbecomingly con- 
ducted himself in his father’s palace. Of this fact, it is 
perhaps not yet too late to make an obvious improve- 
ment. * 

Itis Higliue&s deserves much credit for having ulti- 
mately abolished Ball in. his dominions, in deference 
to the repeated entreaties of the British Government, as 
well, as it is to be hoped, to his own ultimate convic- 
tions. Instances of religious suicide occasionally occur 
in his dominion^, as in all the adjoining states; bill 
they are not now countenanced by Ilis Highness. For 
example, a devotee buried himself alive al Adisir in 
1849-50 ; and a Chiiran woman, seventy years old, 
lately came to her end by entombing herself along with 
the corpse of her husband. In punishment of the con- 
nivers al the latter offence, the Rao, in consultation with 
Lient.-Colonel Trevelyan, the acting political agent in 
Kachh, a gentleman well skilled in Rajput management, 
sentenced the son of the woman to imprisonment for 
twelve months in irons, and levied a fine of 150 koxls 
from the inhabitants of the village in which it occurred. 

The Kachh Infanticide Reports for 1850 and 1851 
were furnished to Government by Lioutenanl 8. N. 
Raikes, acting political agent in thal province. They 
bear good testimony to the zeal and discretion of their 
author, They exhibit proof, too, of continued progress in 
tho suppression of the crime, and, like others which have 
preceded them, of its continued practice in individual in- 
stances, as apparent from the statistics of the population. 
In that for 1850, bearing the date of 11th April 1850, 
Mr. Raikes notices the fact that the investigations into 
tho deaths of the Jadeja daughters under suspicious 
circumstances for the last two years had just been oom- 
piet&I in a way calculated to show to all classes the 
warm interest which Government lakes in tfie suppres- 
sion of the erfmo and 5 the zeal of His Highness the Rao 
in the same good cause.- Of the system in force for the 
suppression of infanticide in Kachh, Mr* Raikes gives 
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this account in the same document. “ The Rao sends, 
throe mehlas through different parts of the province once 
a year, when every village is visited. A fourth mehta 
remains* in Bhuj to receive the reports of the births and 
deaths of all Jadojas, and grant receipts for the same.” 
The travelling mehtas get their information from chiefs 
and midwives. They investigate suspicious cases on 
the, spot, and afterwards report them to the R&o, who, 
when the returns arc prepared, takes them up himself, 
and finally reports his decision to the agency for the 
sanction of the British Government.” 

According to the information of Mr. Bailees, there 
seemed to be but a small inclination on the part of the 
Jddejas of Kaehli to avail themselves of granls from the 
Infanticide Fund there formed, as prcscuts either to those 
preserving their female children or those seeking tlieir 
marriage. The Rao proposed that the annual grantof Bs. 
4,000 by himself, and of the same sum by the British 
Government, should be diminished by one half; hut 
Mr. Raikcs suggested that the censorship should be put 
on a more respectable footing and paid from it; and the 
Government recommended the use of the Fund with the 
same liberality that had been observed in Kathiawad. 
On the diminishment of tho expcnces of Jfidejti mar- 
riages, Mr. Raikes mentions that the 316 o in December 
i860 sent agents to Major Lang’s camp in ICathiawad to 
consult with the Jam on this point. They proposed 
that when the Rajputs fiom Katbiawad married daugh- 
ters from Kachh, expences should be incurred only at the 
place of celebration, instead of both at the place of the 
girl’s parental residence and that of her marital destina- 
tion. The Jam, wishing 1o consuil other Rajputs about 
such an arrangement, proposed to defer the diScussion 
of it till .the celebration of the marriage of "his*own 
daughter, when a large attendance of nobles was ex- 
pected. The discussion was res«.me3 al the close of 
the raius in 1854. The result,<*however, has* not been 
very satisfactory ; and probably little will be effected in 
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this, matter till the leturn of Colonel Lang and Colonel 
Jacob to India, who have already taken ceitain slops 
towards its accomplishment. 

The report of Mr Raike& for 1851 was presented 1o 
Government on the 4th May 1852. The returns by 
which it was accompanied give 6,739 as the num- 
ber of male and 1,594 as the numbei of female 
Jarlejas. During the year, 274 boys and 235 girls 
weie born, while there had been 65 male and 67 female 
deaths under one year of age, and 171 male and 91 female 
deaths above one year of age. Only 14 males and 4 
females lmd left the province, in lhc couibo of the year, 
26 girls had been betrothed. The males under 10 
years of age were 1,516, and the females 1,175. Under 
ten years of age, however, the death of 150 females had 
occurred, while only that of 128 males had taken place, 
a pretty significant index of the comparative wanl of 
tenderness in dealing with female life. Cases of sus- 
picious death had been investigated without the guilt 
of any party having been established. Fines had been 
inflicted on a few Jaclejas for failing to jeport the ca- 
sualties of their families. At some of the investigations, 
conducted by the Rao, Mr. Railccs was present; and he 
observed the anxiety of the Rao to do his duty, as well 
as the difficulty of arriving at the truth when 1 he parlies 
examined were at their homes in the power of the Ja- 
dleja chiefs. 

On the continued existence of the crime of infanticide 
Mr. Raikes thus writes: — “To show succinctly the 
grounds on which my suspicions rest, it is necessary to 
allude to a feW of the villages in detail. I will take for 
instances: — Mothh Bcidor , where there are 390 Jddejas, 
of whonf 138 axe married. Their issue during last year 
consists of 14 male and 17 female children ; of which 
number, no males and 7 females died at ''birth. At 
Bftamadka, afjain, tlfere are 142 Jddejas, of whom 57 
ate rimmed : 4 female berths are registered all of whom 
died at birtl},; while of eight males bhro, only three died. 
Af BJwndfd^ there atc f 3i0 Jadbjas, of wham I'M ate 
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married. The number of births registered are 2 2 males, 
and 15 females, of which number one male, and six 
females, died at birth. Al Bandresar, there are 423 Ja- 
dejas, o£ whom 271 arc married. The births registered 
are 21 males and 20 females, of which number 1 male, 
and 9 females, died at birth. The above details, toge- 
ther faith the astounding fact of no female Jad eja having 
apparently been born at some villages for several years, 
form the grounds of my suspicions.” “ I must beg to 
be allowed to mention the names of a village or two, 
where female life appears to have been trifUcd with. 
For instance, at KMdh , there are 52 Jadcjas of whom 
29 are married ; notwithstanding which no female 
births have been recorded for the last three years, Al 
Mhawa, again, there are 19 Jdclejas of whom 10 arc 
married; while but one female appears to have escaped 
the rulhlcss pride of their sires ; for it is utterly impos- 
sible to believe that hut one daughter would under or- 
dinary circumstances have survived during many years ; 
while twelve sons have been reared. Lastly, at Suthari 
there are 23 Jaclejas of whom 8 arc married; notwith- 
standing which, there are only two female Jadojas, both 
of whom are 5 years of age. Such instances, of what 1 
humbly conceive to he unquestionable proof of a reck- 
less disregard for female life, might he multiplied to a 
considerable extent from the detailed returns now lying 
before me.” IIow painful arc these statements, espe- 
cially as connected with one of our latest notices of the 
anti-infanticido cause in Ifachh ! 

Still, perseverance in, and the perfecting of, the meas- 
ures now in operation, towards the triumph, through the 
divine blessing, of that great philanthropic cause is the 
duty of our British officials. Mr. Baikcs proposed that 
the censorship should be made more efficient By a«ioro 
liberal payment of the mohlas connected with il ; by 
securing the devotion of their whole tifRc to its objects; 
by their being placed more* jjnder the control of the 
British agency lhan they formerly were; by their visit- 
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ing each JAdejii village twice a year; by their obtain- 
ing, what is certainly greatly to be rlesired, a census of 
other tribes, for the purpose of comparison ; and by get- 
ting the agency to share in the responsibility of 0 all in- 
vestigations, so as to diminish the invidiousness of the 
Rao’s procedure connected -with them in the view of the 
.Tadejd population. The propriety or impropriety of 
taxing the chiefs for defraying the expences of the cen- 
sorship, Mr. Rai ires left to the judgment of Government, 

The balance of the ICachh Infanticide Fund in 1851, 
Mr. Raikcs reported to be Rs. 23,402-12-8. Only one 
Jadejti had solicited assistance from it. 

The marriage prospects of the ICachh Jadcja females) 
Captain Raikes reported as improving. “ A great re- 
duction,” he wrote, “ has taken place, within the last 
year and a half, in the expenses attending the celebra- 
tion of the marriages of the female Jndejas, and a cor- 
responding facility is of course experienced by the 
members of that tribe, in marrying off their daughters. 
The Jadcjds of Kaehh have within the last few years 
sought alliances for their daughters amongst the Sodba 
Rajputs of the Desert ; and thus, since 1844 (A. D.) 
forty-seven Jadejti females have been married to Sodha 
Rajpats of the Thar and Parkar colleeloratc. The de- 
sert districts being temporarily in my charge, has ena- 
bled me to ascertain the number of Rajputs residing 
there, eligible as husbands for the Jadejd’s daughters; 
and I find they amount to about two hundred and 
fifty. The intercourse between the other Rajputs of the 
Desert and Kaehh has also greatly increased of late 
years. Since 4844, eighty -five Rajput daughters from 
ICachh have been married to Rajputs in the Desert, and 
•200 Rajput daughters from the Desert have been marri- 
ed tcPRajjiuts in Kaehh. This intercourse is to be at- 
tributed as much possibly to the administration of the 
Desert districts Having been conducted from Kaehh for 
the last senren years,* as. to His Highness the R&o being 

* [These districts came tmjlw the guidance of the British Govern- 
ment fa CaoOitoriwl vrith the conquest of Sindh.] 
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nearly connected by marriage with the Sodha Rajputs 
of Dip ala, and distantly connected with the Rana’s fa- 
mily in Pdrkar.* 

The report of Mr. Raikes was submitted by Govern- 
ment to Lieut. -Colonel LcGrand Jacob, appointed poli- 
tical agent in Kachh, for the expression of his opinion, 
whicii was forwarded by him to Government on the 10th 
January 1853. 

Colonel Jacob in this document, after repeating his 
views as to espionage over Jadcja households which we 
have already noticed,! thus proceeds: — “The Jadcja 
population” “generally contribute nothing towards the 
maintenance of the state. They are ignorant and un- 
able to appreciate the benevolent intentions of Govern- 
ment with respect to their children. The tables show 
that human life is more respected than before, although 
not so much so as could be wished. Hie Highness the 
Rao is sensible of the motives of Government and will- 
ing to co-operate in carrying them out. It is scarcely 
just to him, therefore, to throw on him the cost of reme- 
dying the evils done by others, when this may fairly be 
levied from the offenders themselves. The Jadeja chiefs 
have by their agreements rendered themselves amenable 

* Captain Raikes adds: — “It is of importance to foster the intcr- 
tercourse between the Desert and Kachh as much as possible, with 
the view of gradually overcoming the repugnance that the Jftdeja, chiefs 
have hitherto had to marrying their daughters to the inhabitants of 
that district, owing both to the more lawless nature of society there, as 
also to the nature of the country itself, where the only means of convey- 
ance are heasts of burthen, carts being unknown. This repugnance 
appears to be already yielding to the improved state ^of society in the 
Desert under British rule j and when more completely overcome, and 
a more extended Intercourse is attained between the landed proprietors 
of the two provinces, I doubt not, the difficulty complained of by the 
J&dejis of being unable to obtain suitable husbands for theirUtaugStera 
will be groaiTy alleviated. It x opens the road, also, for more extended 
intercourse with the neighbouring districts of Chwehri and Amirko| 
in Sindh and the s6uth-wcat districts of ManvUd.” 

t See above, pp. 263-266, 273. 

24 
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to any punishment which the British and Kachh Gov- 
ernments may determine on in case of their com- 
mitting infanticide. It would tend 1o check the crime, 
if a proclamation were issued that the expense of all 
preventive measures should for the future fall on those 
practising it. I agree with Mr. Raikes that better paid 
functionaries should be employed for the census, and I 
would extend their inquiries to the population general- 
ly ; but I would give them no power beyond that of re- 
ceiving and registering information, the expense of 
which should bo charged to the fund. I see no objec- 
tion to the Rao’s suggestion for diminishing by one-half, 
viz., from four tolwo thousand rupees, the amount now 
appropriated by each Government ior this fund, on the 
understanding that the present sum might again be had 
recourse to whenever Government might see cause for 
it. The fund is rich, having 16,000 rupees invested in 
the 5 per cent loan, besides a balance of 15,097-5-4 
standing to its credit in the general accounts ; and ap- 
plications for aid from it Seem becoming more and more 
rare.” "There are difficulties in the way of getting at 
truth in trial s fox infanticid e a9 pointed out by Mi . Raikes; 
but I see no way of obviating them that will not give rise 
to more formidable difficulties and entanglements. Any 
way, these trials serve to check the deed, for they entail 
trouble, expense, and some degree of risk ; although 
they may seldom give grounds for conviction. 

" Education, the great remedy, is regarded by the Ja- 
dejas with supreme indifference, if not contempt. They 
like to adhere in everything to the ways of their fore- 
fathers, and hi all matters of innovation, hqwever bene- 
ficial or profitable, resemble the deaf adder of Scripture. 
I havedailed to make the smallest impression on any 
oneTbf ?hem, Irresistible arguments are li^e light to 
the blind. Even His Highness, though far'hbove all his 
hhfiiyad, is fnsensibie to the benefit that would ensue to 
his country from any general system of education. He 
supports the [vernacular] school at Bhuj out of defer- 

r * 
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once to his English advisers, not from any love for it. 
Ho lolls mo that he thinks his people are happier by 
following their own way than by learning ours. Facil- 
ity in marrying tlicir daughters is, therefore, the main 
remedy to be looked to ; and in this point of view, I 
wish it may prove consonant to the views of Govern- 
ment! to transfer the management of the Desert to the 
R&p, for this would enable him to bring about many 
more marriages between Sodlia Rajputs of the Thar and 
the Jadeja daughters of Ifaehh ; and now the frontier 
customs there arc abolished, Government would be 
saved some 30,000 rupees a year, drawn from this trea- 
sury by the Deputy Colleetorate. 

“ I reserve further observations on this subject till my 
forthcoming annual report.” 

The indisposition of Colonel Jacob, which has led 
him to leave India on leave to sea, prevented him from 
furnishing ihe report which he here expresses his hope 
of being able to furnish. It was staled to him in reply 
to his communication on the report of Mr. Raikes, “that 
it would doubtless be greatly preferable, if as advocat- 
ed by him the object in view could be 'obtained ‘ by 
other measures rather than by augmenting espionage 
over Jadeja households.’ As however the measures he 
would substitute aie not detailed, his Lordship iu 
Council hoped that he would submit to Government 
something more explicit in his proposed annual report, 
as the continued existence to a very lamentable extent 
of this practice in Kachb is but too apparent.” The wish 
was expressed, that His Highness the Rao should, by a 
rigbi appropriation of the Infanticide Ftmd, be freed 
from all charge beyond the amount of his annual con- 
tribution. The opinion was also set forth that, as far as 
possible, 4hc expense of the detective measures sSould 
fall on the' guilty parties, as by the,|m^osition upon 
them of fines when found guilty of the crime of infant- 
icide. 

Ota the 25th of September 1853, C nlnTi '*l Jacob stated 
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the jeasons for his not being able to furnish a report on 
Infanticide previously to his leaving Kaclih. On this 
occasion he mentioned that His Highness the Rao had 
assembled his bhuiyad for discussing various proposi- 
tions for diminishing the crime, bat that ultimately no- 
thing was agreed to by the Jade] as. A source of dis- 
union amongst them and the Rao, it was thought, '’con- 
sisted in his disposition to favour one class of mendi- 
cant Cha/rans, the Turner, while Chandabhai and others 
wished to patronize the Maru. Major Jacob had ad- 
vocated greater countenance to the censors, who went 
about more as wandering fakirs than accredited ser- 
vants of Government ; but the Jadeja brethren were op- 
posed to change, and the Rao was unwilling to draw 
for their support on the Infanticide Fund. Tho Rao, 
however, ultimately agreed to increase their pay; to 
furnish each of thorn with a camel for his baggage and 
records ; and to depute them twice, instead of once, a 
year on their visits of inquiry. Mr. Raikes was asked 
to prepare such a report as the record might admit, 
while Colonel Jacob could reserve his promised report 
till his return to his duties. 

The Report solicited from Captain Raikes was pre- 
sented by Mm to Government, as the regular document 
for 1852, on the 9th December 1853. The returns which 
it embraces, owing to certain arrangements of Colonel 
Jacob, are more complete and comprehensive than those 
wont to be furnished for Kachh. ,! The details of one 
of them)” Captain Raikes remarks, ‘‘show that great pro- 
gress has been made towards the entire suppression of 
Infanticide amongst the Jadej&s in Kachh ; the number of 
births of males and females therein noted are 255 and 
254 respectively, while the number of deaths are 219 
and MG.* Again, the same form shows that tb%. number 
of married Jadejdsof all ages amounts to 2578, to whom 
were born 505 children during the year under notice.# 

* ["The proportion ofstiil-uom to those of children of mature birth 
is nearly 6 i pw cent f ”— MenjorandUtn of Secretariate.) 
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In every point of view, indeed, this form appears the most 
gratifying document conneeled with this interesting sub- 
ject that I have yet seen ; and is rendered more conclus- 
ive and„ gratifying by the obvious inference from the 
collateral evidence afforded by the accompanying re- 
turns generally, that the measures adopted for the aboli- 
lionlof child-murder, have been successful, as far as it is 
possible in the absence of education to eradicate along- 
standing custom from amongst an ignorant, proud, and 
perverse people. 3 ’ 

But the importance of the information (overlooking 
clerical errors) contained in this, the latest report on In- 
fanticido in liaelih received by the Bombay Government, 
will be best exhibited by an abstract of the analysis 
just made of it and its accompanying documents in the 
Bombay secretariate, and communicated to Colonel 
Trevelyan, the acting Political Agent at Bhuj, on the 
25th November 1854. 

One of the appendices to the report giving the num- 
bers and ages of the male and female Jadeja popula- 
tion of Kachh in 1852, with the report for 1846-7, 
supplies details for the following contrast. 


JBetivem the 
ages cf 

Mo. of 
males. 

Jfo. of 
females. 

Excess of 
males ore)' 
females. 
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to females. 
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gears. 
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46 
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i 
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1 
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The following results are deduced from another 
appendix contrasted with similar returns for the pic- 
vious years specified. 
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The same appendix, contrasted with the returns for 
1842 and 1847, shows that the male Jadeja population 
of all ages, which had increased from 6,208 in 1842 to 
6,445 in 1847, numbered 6,761 in 1852 ; and that the 
female population of all ages which, in 1842, amount- 
ed to only 701, had risen to 1,130 in 1847 and in 1852 
to 1,723. Another table shews the following satisfactory 
results ; — 
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These statistical results, it must be acknowledged, 
warrant the conclusion that the cause of anti-infanticide 
lias of late years made more progress in Kachh than 
could have expected. Indeed, it may be safely said, 
that, under the pressure of the present arrangements and 
supervision by the Rao and the British political au- 
thorities, the horrid custom of child-murder in that pro- 
vince, as in Kathiawad, has been discontinued. Now 
is the time to seek for effectual appliances to prevent 
its return. 

Only three cases had occurred in 1852 affording grounds 
of suspicion of Infanticide; but, on inquiry, these grounds 
of suspicion were found to be very slight. The cases 
in which the registration agreements had been infringed 
by Jadejds andHothis amounted to twenty-Dine. Their 
detection afforded proof of very praiseworthy attention 
to their duties on the part of the census mohtas. 

The balance at the credit of the Infanticide Fund in 
1852 amounted to rupees 31,097 5 4, exclusive of the 
subscription for the year of His Highness the Rao. 

The sanction of Government, on the proposal of the 
Rao and Captain Raikes, was given to the extension of 
grants from this fund in aid of the marriage of the daugh- 
ters ofGrasi&sor Jadeja landholders not in affluent cir- 
cumstances, the grants formerly having been restricted 
to the assistance of those who had no land. The addi- 
tional charge likely to fall on the fund by this measure 
seems Ip justify the resolution of Government, in August 
1851, declining to reduce its subscription and that of 
Hitf Highness till the available amount of the fund 
reaches Rs. 50-000. 

The Acting Political Agent has been called on to 
state whet proportion of the infanticide fund could, in 
his ojsniffn, be properly devoted to educational jrarposeB 
in Kaclih, according to the suggestion of Mr, Raikes. 
It is not for nfi fo anticipate the reply; thoughof the 
expediency of an appropriation of a portion of this fund 
to education in that province there can be no doubt. 
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To the report of Captain Raikes was appended an in- 
teresting memorandum from the Rao on the reduction 
of the marriage expcnces of the Jadcjas, especially by 
diminishing, by regulation, the gifts and fees to the 
mendicant classes attending marriages, according to the 
rank voluntarily assumed for the occasion by Ihcse Ja- 
dej&sl But of the padalas and parwas , — A all and 
dnyfili , — of these shameless mendicants, the general rea- 
der has alieady had a sufficient notice.* Il is -well that 
caution is obseived in declining the British guarantee for 
them, however satisfactory on general grounds their cur- 
tailmentmaybe to the friends of humanity and industry. 
They are too closely connected with Hindu superstition 
to merit the sanction on any scale of a Christian Gov- 
ernment. 


* See above, pp. 362-863. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

INFANTICIDE IN CHORWA'd AND CUA' RCHAT— INFANT- 
ICIDE AMONG THE RATUOIIS OF THE MAIIIICA'nTHA'— 
INFANTICIDE AMONG THE KULANBIS OF GUJABA'T. 

The labours of the Bombay G ovcrnmenl and its of- 
ficials for the suppression of infanticide have not been 
confined to the provinces of Kdlhiawad and ICachh. 
They have extended to all the districts of country un- 
der their influence or authority in which the fact of the 
existence of the horrid crime has been ascertained. 

We have already alluded to the successful exertions 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Miles in getting the Jadejas of 
Chorwa'd and Cha'rciiat under the Agency of Palanpur 
to engage to abandon the ciuel and detestable practice.# 
The events of the year after that on which the arrange- 
ments were completed by him, warranted him on the 
16th August, 1828, to report to Government through the 
Resident at Baroda, that he entertained groal hopes that 
the horrible custom would in a short time be entirely 
abandoned in those quarters. Ho certified that at the 
town of Rantalpur and the villages of Par, Babara, 
Chamnlta, Soneti, and Limbona, thirteen Jadoja girls 
had bogu bom and preserved. 

Tjjc statistics of the Jadejas in the districts to which 
we have now referred were not regularly forwarded to 
Government^ fo* several years; but a demand for their 
regular transmission rtfas, made in 1845. The first 

* geo above, p. 16$. 
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proceedings respecting thorn do not require any specinl 
notice. The returns for _ 1849, compared with those of 
the three preceding years sent in by Captain Leckio, 
were thqs analysed by Government, 
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On these indications the Court of Directors on the 
4th December 1850 made the following remarks 
“The census of the Jtideja population bears obvious 
marks of incorrectness. In each of the four years from 
1846 to 1849 1 he number of males and females above 
the age of twenty as stated in the returns is nearly equal, 
while below that age the males arc much more nu- 
merous than the females. This difference would only t 
be explicable consistently with correctness in the re- 
turns by supposing that female infanticide had been in- 
troduced into these districts within the last twenty years. 
You will draw Captain Leckie’s attention to these re- 
marks,” 

The statistics for 1850 showed a total of 168 females 
less than males for the year 1849-50. To this fact, as 
well as to the comment of the Court on the statistics of 
the preceding year, the attention of Captain Kelly, the 
successor of Captain Leckie, was directed. The Statis- 
tics forwarded by Captain Iieily for 1S50-51 showed 
that the number of females under 20 years of ago less 
than that of males had been reduced to 84* ^Ex- 
planations of the discrepancy were again asked of 
him. In furnishing these, on the 30th, JVfay 1852, he 
mentioned that the moht&s e^pfbyed in making the 
census attributed it to natural Sauscs. “On “referring, 
however, to the records in thia,office,” he added, <{ ^L 
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find tliat returns of the Jadeja population were first 
called for in 1845, but that the chiefs of this tribe have 
not been required to enter into engagements for the 
suppression of this crime, nor required to rpport the 
birth or death of any female child.” This observation 
was made in ignorance of the engagement and arran- 
gements effected by Colonel Miles.* But Major'Keily 
acted promptly on the conclusion at which he .had 
arrived. He issued to the Jddejas a proclamation point- 
ing out the discrepancies in the proportions of their male 
and female populalron which had been observed ; re- 
quiring them to report the birth and death of every 
female infant at the time of their occurrence, and the 
inspection of the body of every child before burial by 
four respectable persons not Jadejas; and enjoining 
them to give notice of the serious illness of children, 
on the penalty of their being subjected to such punish- 
ment as Government might be pleased to inflict. 

The Government considered new engagements to be 
hardly necessary, and requested that none should be in- 
' sisted on, if likely to excite dissatisfaction among those 
repudiating the accusation and admitting the culpabili- 
1y of the practice of infanticide. It called for a copy 
of Major Keiiy’s proclamation. 

In acknowledging the requisition of Government, 
Major Keily wrote as follows, showing an anxious 
and most laudable desire to promote the cause of philan- 
thropy in the districts under his superintendence, 

“In reply, I beg to state for the information of His 
Lordship in Council, that as the petty Jfidejd chiefs un- 
der this superintendency are not bound by any engage- 
ments whatever to suppress the crime of Infanticide, 

n 

* 'Che- engagements for tho suppression of infanticide entered into by 
the Jadqjas of SAutalpur on the 3rd March 1827, and these of Ohfer- 
chafc on the Sth Juno following, are giyen in full in the Parliamentary 
Pagers on Infaifiiciae orders^ to be printed on the 18th My 1828. 
They are similar to the other ^iigagemeuts inserted by us. The Jide- 
jfo bind themselves in thapi to observe a. regular system of reporting 
bjrfhsfor-regfcteatjon. 
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I thought, — in bringing the remarks of the Honoura- 
ble the Court of Directors to their notice founded on the 
marked difference existing between the sexes as shown 
in the various returns of population submitted since A.. 
D. 1846, — that it would be a good opportunity to require 
of them to agree to certain precautionary measures to 
rendeh the crime more difficult of commission, and con- 
vince all that we were as much interested in suppress- 
ing the practice here as in other districts ; foT I could 
not but admit that unbound by any engagement, and 
with the present amount of supervision, which required 
the mchta to visit each village once a year for the pur- 
pose of faking a census of the population, and being 
dependent on the assertion of the parents that whatever 
deaths may have occurred during the year were owing 
to natural causes, it was intho power of any one so dis- 
posed to he guilty of the crime without much fear of 
detection. It is true that 2 have and do receive con- 
stant assurances, that the practice has been discontinued. 
Still the difference is suspicious ; and I was anxious to 
ascertain by a more vigilant supervision whether there 
were really grounds for mistrusting the accuracy of the 
returns submitted. The Jadcjas under this superin ten- 
dency are so well aware of the engagements that have 
been entered into by their brethren in Kathiawad, and 
of the precautions taken by Government to ensure the 
due fulfilment of their engagements, and the detection 
of those who may infringe them, that I think I may 
venture to say that no dissatisfaction would be evinced 
by them in subscribing to what others have previously 
subscribed to.” ** 

In reply to this communication, it was observed by 
Government, that the holding of inquests on ihS death 
of female^ infants and transmission of reports on tVery 
occurrence tff sickness must entail on the parents consi- 
derable trouble and annoyance^while $ whs consider- 
ed of much importance that llr^, preservation of daugh- 
ters should involve as little burden as mighty be indis- 
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pensabln. Aud Major Kcily was requested 1o ascertain 
the arrangements observed in Kutliiawad and 1o assimi- 
late the proclamation to them as far as circumstances 
might admit. This was accordingly done by^him in a 
communication addressed to Col. Lang, after the receipt 
of which an agreement was most willingly entered into 
by the Jadeja chiefs of Sdntalpur and Cliarchal, in-Cvhich 
they not only pledged themselves to abandon infanticide 
butto observe the same system of reporting and dealing 
with births and deaths which was observed in Kiithid- 
watl, and which was not different in any important par- 
ticular from that originally proposed by Major Koily.* 

* The engagement referred to was dated the 18th June and 16th 
August 1863. 

The following are the principal arrangements which it embraced : — 
1st. " Every Jadcji living on Santalpur, and Charchat to whom a 
daughter may ba bom shall immediately givo information to the kar- 
lcun belonging to his district, who will enier the child in the list kept 
by him from which the yearly returns are framed. The number of births 
which have occurred during the year will with ease be ascertained by 
these means. 

2nd. "In the event of any Jadoja-’s daughter dying, information is 
to bo given to the k&rkun in charge of the district, who will make ovory 
proper inquiry into the cause of the death, and enter the cause of death 
in the list. 

3rd. " Should any female infant of tender age die, its body is to be 
shown to four of the most respectable people of the village, but of dif- 
ferent castes, and the cause of the death must be ascertained as far as 
possible, and stated in the proceedings of the inquest which must be 
sent to the Government Idurkun, after which the body may be buried ; 
without this precaution the body must not be buried. No J^dcjSs arc 
to be allowed to assemble on the panch&yat. 

4th. " Should any Jadeja’s infant daughter fell ill, information must 
be given to the Government district karkun, and the cause of the ill- 
ness mentioned to the karkun, that it may bo noted by him in his list. 

6th. “^In tho event of any female infant dying, and being buried 
without acquainting the Government karkun, and assembling a Pan- 
chdyafto ascertain the cause of its death, then the party^uilty of the 
infidngemsul of this agreement shall submit to such punishment as Go- 
vernment may d&id£” « 

The Engagement was signeifby 163 J&dejas. On the proposal of Mr. 
JobniWarden, copies of this Engagement were to be 'sent to all parts 
of l^&rtpur agency wkptp infanticide might be supposod to exist. 
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On Major Keily’s rein-ms for 1853, the following Re- 
solution was adopted by Lout Elphinst one's Govern- 
ment on the 24th Februai y 1854. “ Tliesc returns show 
an increase equal to 1-320 per cent in the male and n 
decrease equal to 0-229 per cent in the female popula- 
tion under the Palanpur Superititcndency ; hut allow- 
ing fOr the disparity in Iho births during the year ihc 
result is more favorable than might have been expected. 
The male births give an addition of 4-150 per cent to thal 
sex, whilst those of females afford only 2-758 per cent, 
so that, taking these results into account the balance is 
equal to 0-301 in favor of the females. No reason ap- 
pears for suspicion thal infanticide has been practised 
in any case dm mg the year. Resolved that these re- 
sults arc satisfactory.” 

The Political Ageucy or Ilal? a of the MA'm'icA'NTHA.', 
— so named from the Main River, though the district of 
country which it embraces is to the north even of the 
Sabarmati, — lies to the south of Palanpur and Disa. It 
comprehends the northern portion of the peninsular 
Gujarat, bounded on the west by the Ran, on the south 
by the collectorate of Ahmadabad, and the east by the 
range of the Arawali mountains and its continuation se- 
parating it from Me wad. It is tributary to the Gaika- 
wad ; but of late years it has been tinder the political 
management of the British Government,— rendered ne- 
cessary by the disorderly and turbulent disposition of its 
people, — and consented to by His Highness at Baroda. 
Its now principal chiefs are of Rajput origin and con- 
nexion, and consist mainly of Ratliors who gradually 
entered the country from Marwadi, appearing first in 
the District, where they arc called Marwddis, between 
A. D. 1724 and 1734;* though ft considerable num- 
ber of its Rojas are Bhumias, Bhils, and KuiiSj'tSf the 
oldest races of India. Its highest Rajput family is that 
of the Rajd of I'dar. 

* See Capt. Melvin’s lithographed report on Pdrahte'j. 
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The fir&t discovery of the custom of Infanticide in the 
Mahikantlm was made by Major, now Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel, William Lang, so frequently and honourably no- 
ticed in connexion with the suppression of Infanticide 
in Katbiawad. He was appointed political agent in that 
province in 3 839. His first communication on the sub- 
ject was addressed to the Bombay Government oh the 
1st September 1842; but it was of such a character as 
showed that for some considerable time he had been 
devoting his anxious atlcntion to the evil which he 
brought to light. His report was accompanied by a 
preliminary engagement which he had induced all the 
Pattawats and Sirdars of the I'dar State to enter into 
for the abandonment of the crime in thoir own families 
and those of their Rajput followers and descendants. 
This was in the form of a petition addressed to the Bri- 
tish Government, most ingeniously devised, aud form- 
ing one of the most enrious and interesting documents 
winch has passed before our notice in connexion with 
the humane exertions of British philanthropy. It was 
of the following tenor. 

“ Petition of [various Thakurs mentioned, in behalf of 
themselves and connexions] showeth, that amongst us 
in a very few places, the lives of female infants are &av. 
ed, but generally infanticide prevails amongst us, and 
this has beep, a custom handed down to us from a very 
long period. This is a great sin ; and its having come 
to the* sirkar’s ears, we, of every degree, through our 
darbar of I'dar, assembled and listened to the advice 
of the sirkdr as to the heinousness of the crime, and 
were told to make such arrangement through the I'dar 
dorbfir, as to ensure the lives of infants being saved " of 
every clEiss in the province, and any measure and, any 
assistance wo might deem necessary to the abolition of 
this cripie, to state them to the sirkar, and tSe sanction' 
of Coverameift would bn applied for. From this inti- 
w ® have derived great hope that tbi# groat sin 
may be tajj^oyod front us. Axwu’h&va been anxious to 
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have the lives of our infants, the sirkar may depend 
upon our doing our best endeavomu to put a stop to it; 
and that no infant shall be allowed to be destioyed, we 
have unanimously come to a strong determination about 
this, and to effect it, wo have stated below Ihe assist- 
ance the sirkar ought to give us. We have been from 
lime immemorial in the habit of marrying our daugh- 
ters. and sisters only in TJdepur, Dewalia, Dongarpnr, 
and Banswada ; but the inhabitants of these places have 
so enlarged their demands thatthe poorer people among 
ns are unable to agree to them. We wish the sirkar to 
make an arrangement with them, it not appearing to 
come from us, by which our marriages might be con- 
tracted in the ancient manner. Betides this, we are put 
to great expense for Blidts, Chdrans, mendicants, in our 
maTriagos. The sirkar should lix some limit to the 
largess wc are called upon to give. 

“After this time no one will destroy the life of a 
sister or daughter ; but should any ignoiant person be 
guilty of it, he should be punished by the decision of 
four influential sirdais of the piovjncc through the dar- 
bar, and the sirkar should sanction the decision made in 
this darbdr, and never reverse it, A gieat number of 
Rajputs have come from M&rwdcl, who have no estates 
but depend entirely for a livelihood on temporary service 
they may obtain. The Idar darbdr should be requested 
to employ them in their Sibandi, ele., and not to employ 
any one else until they arc provided for, The darbdr 
to agree to this. 'The places in which it has been our 
epBtom to marry our sisters and daughters have been 
mentioned; no inferior person ought to T7e allowed, for 
covetousness or other cause, to many in any other place. 
The sirkar must give us power to prevent this v " 

“ On a jpghirddr or tdlukdar dying, leaving no sons, 
the person who succeeds to the property should be 
bound to marry off the daug^erS and sisters of that 
fapaily I any one failing in lhi%>the darbdr tc> have the 
power to enforce it. The sirkdr to sanction ihis-. 

25 
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u No one will be guilty of destroying an infant. Of 
this we are of one mind, and ■will sign our agreement to 
this effect in our darb&r ; but it will be necessary for the 
darbar to get for us a strong paper of agreement from 
all the caste, and assist us in this way. Any one of- 
fending afterwards in this crime, and breaking ibe 
agreement, to be punished by us through the darbar; the 
sirkar to give us frill authority over our dependent's in 
this matter according to Ihe station we possess in each 
tribe ; and by this the crime of Infanticide may dis- 
appear from ihe province. We are to be allowed to live 
after the manner of our people in our Jaghirs andTalu- 
lt&s, and no innovation is to bo made thereon by Lhe 
sirkar. Amongst ns there may be some too poor to 
marry tlieir daughters and sisteis The sirkar and the 
darbar ought to give them assistance. The sirkar has 
made arrangements for the abolition of this crime in 
Kathiawar!, The articles of agreement [acted on there], 
should we afterwards wish to adopt [them] with out 
own, or any part of them, the sirkar should sanction it. 

“This is our petition, and we wish the sirk&r to assisl 
ns in parrying it into effect.” 3rd January 1843. 

In explanation of the circumstances in which this 
petition originated, MajoT Lang stated to Government 
that most of the chiefs having attended the Samlaji fair 
held in November 1841, he had faiien in with them 
during his tour in that part of the province, and con- 
versed with them, both privately and ptiblicly, on the 
subjects to which it refers, and found no difficulty in 
getting them to enler into what be stated to them to be 
the views of fhe sirkar of the great business of which it 
treats. The only reserve they manifested in the matter, 
it will fipve been observed, was in the desire expressed 
by l£em that oases of suspicion should be investigated 
by the I'dar^D^rbar in the first instance, and that the 
punishment should he inflicted by their own dbiefs, a 
which Major Latrg declared to be not unreasona- 
ble, M «aj*feerjhe T$fp: .nor ! Ahmadnagar family, then in 
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the province, was suspected of the crime. Major Lang 
informed the chiefs at the same time, that if this arrange- 
ment should fail to eradicate the crime, more stringent 
measures would be adopted by the British Government. 
The Rani of I'dar, acting for her son a minor, having 
expressed a wish to confer personally with Major Lang 
respecting the petition, it was not forwarded to Gov- 
ernment till some months after it was drawn up. 

On the extent of female infanticide in the Mahi- 
Kantha, Major Lang thus wrote. 

“ The practice of female infanticide is admitted by 
the M&rwfidi Rajputs themselves to have prevailed very 
generally among all the tribes of Ratliors ever since 
they have been settled in this pari of the country. It 
is said to have been first introduced, twelve or fifteen 
generations ago, by one of the ancestors of the Kumpa- 
wat tribe, who, for some reason or other which does not 
appear now to be known, bound both himBelf and his 
descendants by an oath never to preserve a female 
child. It is now, however, almost equally prevalent 
among the other Rathor tribes in this part of the coun- 
try, the Charap&wats, J^thawats, Udawats, Ranmala- 
wats, and even the Jod&s (except the reigning families in 
I'dar and Akmadnagar and their immediate relations) 
as among the Kumpawats ; and there is no doubt that 
the reason of its having become so general is the diffi- 
culty these tribes of Rathors have of procuring suitable 
matches for their daughters, and the very great expense 
attending their marriage. From this latter considera- 
tion alone, the practice has extended to the Sesodifi 
Rajputs who came to I'dar with the Mirwfidi, abd who 
have no difficulty in disposing their female children in 
marriage, all the tribes I have enumerated of the Rathors 
and some-others being considered good matches forthem. 
These marriage expences are very greatly increased 
by the practice which prevail?- aiSong the whole of the 
M&rwadl Rajputs of insisting db. the bridegroom coming 

to th6 house of the bride’s father to be married instead 

*1 
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of sending their daughters at once to the village of the 
future husbands, as is customary with all other Rajpuls 
in this part of the country and likewise in Ifdthiawad, 
but by which a Marwacli would consider hiraselfJbr ever 
disgraced. The Chowans [alias, Cboh&ns] and Bhattis, 
though likewise includ od among the Marwadis and there- 
fore obliged to follow this cuBtom in the marriages of 
their daughters, form an honourable exception, and T -be- 
lieve they alone do, to the general prevalence of the ciime. 
The present Thakur of Mandcta, the bead of the Cho- 
wans lius three daughters living, and the Torada chief, 
a Bhatti, has both a sislcr and a daughter; but even in 
their villages infanticide is not looked upon as criminal, 
but on the conlrary is piobabiy as commonly practised 
among their Rajput followeis, if not indeed by the 
poorer classes of the Chowans and Bhattis themselves, as 
in other Rajput villages. So infectious, indeed, is evil ex- 
ample, thateven amongmany of the Bhumia tribes who 
possessed most of this province before they were de- 
prived of bo large a portion of it by the Marwadis, in- 
fanticide is not unfrequcntly practised. Although they 
have no difficulty in finding suitable matches for thoir 
daughters, and being in the habit of sending them to be 
married to the villages of their future husbands, they 
are not subject to the great additional expense entailed 
on the Marwadis by having all such marriages at their 
own bouses, 

“Reside^ the female children of the Chowan and Bhatti 
tribes, who arp, I hope, more generally preserved, Lhere 
sore, I am happy to state, a few exceptions to the almost 
universal practice. Infanticide is not found even among 
the chiefs of the R&thor tribes and a good many roorO 

Among the Chatnpa- 
Tintavi, 'WAnkanir, 
aftph preserved a daughter j and in the family of the JethA- 
Wq^ehief of tShatkol’Vw&hnve been saved. I have not 
yfil Bj^reeily ascertained^the number of female children 
in tan fwajjttfa of the inferior dulses of Bdthor Rajputs 

p 


amenjj; their Mdrwacli dependents, 
wats, the lata chiefs of CliAndrani, 
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in the I'dar slate, bnt the chiefs themselves do not esti- 
mate them at more than twelve or fifteen ; and the pre- 
servation even of that small number, as well as the five 
daughters in the families of the Rath or chiefs above 
mentioned, is generally ascribed more to the influence 
which happened to be exorcised with their fathers at 
the tunc of their birth either by the late Raja of I'dar or 
other influential individuals, than to any better feeling, 
although there are doubtless some few instances in 
which parental attachment has predominated over 
Rajput pride. The number of Marwadi Rajputs in 
the Mahikaptha is however very limited, not probably 
amounting to more than six hundred families, about 
one-half of whom may be Rathors. In addition to these, 
there are likewise among the Bhumias about two hun- 
dred families of RatUor Rajputs, most of whom, I fear, 
occasionally resort to the practice of infanticide ; and 
when to this is added between two and three thousand 
other Rajput families, which at the lowest calculation 
the province must contain, and it is remembered that 
many of them likewise follow the bad example set them 
by the Marwadis, it is to be feared that the amount of 
crime of this description committed throughout the pro- 
vince must be very considerable, None of the Bhumia 
Rajputs, however, admit, as the Marwadis do, that the 
custom prevails among them, and when an arrange- 
ment, therefore, has been completed tvith the Pattfiwats 
and Sirdars of the I'dar state for the abolition of the 
practice amongst themselves and dependents, it will he 
an easy matter to extend it to the whole of the other dis- 
tricts, against which any good grounds fcSr suspicion ex- 
ist ; and to prevent any such imputation being wrongly 
made against any taluka, a return of the numbef of mala 
and femqjic children above a certain age can in trie first 
instance be called for, and the agreement for the sup- 
pression of infanticide Only bejreifaired from the chiefs 
in cases in which any eonslaWable disparity may be 
found to exist. A fter the arrangements have been com* 
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pleted in the I'dar Taluka, none of Ihe other chiefs in the 
province would think of objecting to entering into such 
engagements on this subject as Government might re- 
quire of them, every assistance they might wi^h being 
of course rendered to them in taking security from any 
of their Bhaiyad Rajput subjects who might be suspect- 
ed of the crime.” 

In seeking for a social remedy for the evils which 
existed, Major Lang considered it desirable that every 
facility should he given to parties saving their daughters 
to form suitable marriage alliances in their behalf with 
the Rajputs of the neighbouring provinces of Mdw&d on 
the cast and Wager on the west; and that with this 
object in view the attempt should be made to lesson the 
usual marriage oxpences and especially the exorbi- 
tant dowries demanded by Ihe Rajputs of the districts 
now mentioned. The parlies petitioning Major Lang 
desired that proposals of this tendency should appear 
rather to originate with the British Government than 
themselves ; and he suggested that the political agent 
in Mewad should advise the native authorities in that 
province, — particularly in TJdepur, Dewalia, Dongar- 
pur, and Banswada, — to meet in consultation with the 
M&hxkantha chiefs on the matter of doweries. He re- 
commended the institution of a fund, similar to that of 
Kaijhiawfid, for assisting the poorer Rajputs in the mar- 
riage of their daughters, and proposed that there should 
be devoted to it the Mausali and other fines of the Mahi- 
kaptha, and a moiety of the bazar fund of Sadrd, his 
head-quarters. 

Sir George Arthur, the Governor of Bombay, in a 
minute dated the 31st August 1843, in review of Major 
Lang’s deport, (to use the words of Mr, Willoughby in 
a nar2S.ri.9e prepared by him for I>ord Falkland), re- 
corded it as his opinion that the overtures* which bad 
been made bf the chiefs aught to he received in such 
V frtfirit a& would eustm^heir confidence, but observed 
thafm order to secure the abolition of the crime, meas* 

•a ^ « 
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ures of vigor, tempered with prudence and concilia- 
tion should be attempted by the political agent.” That 
functionary was on the 25th October 1843, accordingly, 
directed to inform, by circular, the parties to the preli- 
minary engagament, and others suspected of the crime, 
of the fervent interest taken by the Government in their 
movement and of its readiness to co-opcrate with them 
in jremoving the stigma which attached itself to all the 
tribes practising the crime. He was also requested to 
follow measures of suppression similar to those pursued 
in Kathiawad, with which he was so well acquainted, 
and which had met the fullest approbation of the Court 
of Directors,* and which experience had shown to be 
suitable to the social circumstances of the Rajputs in 
general. In particular, he was to procure a census of the 
male and female population of the Mahikaptha practis- 
ing infanticide ; to furnish an annual notice of its results ; 
to issue a proclamation expressing the determination 
of the Government and chiefs to put down the crime, 
and offering rewards and protection to informers who 
should bring to notice instances of its commission 
after this warning ; to refer probable charges of guilt to 
the investigation of a panchait of chiefs, when disposed 
properly to discharge that duty, their award, of fine or 
imprisonment, being subject to his confirmation ; and to 
assume the investigation himself, reporting to Govern- 
ment and suggesting the punishment to bo inflicted, 
when he might fear that it might not be rightly con- 
ducted by the chiefs. Copies of the Kathiaw&d. docu- 

* Writing to the Government of Inditt on the J6th May 1838, the 
Court of Directors say, “ Wo highly approve of Mr. Wilkinson’s well- 
directed exertion of moral influence for the discouragement of Infan- 
ticide ; we think it desirable that you should obtain from" the Bom- 
bay Government and circulate among your Political functionaries, a 
dear, and sudfcint statement of the system which has now bean prac- 
tised for some years with considerable success By llftl Government for 
the suppression of Infanticide in Katfi^wdd and which conforms in all 
respects to our conception of the mast*effic.aeious moans* of obtaining 
the desired result,” . , 
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raenlM of 1811 l and 1835 were furnished to him for his 
information and guidance. Uis census tables were to 
correspond with those of that province. He was to be 
carefnlin selecting a censor; and he was occasionally 
to test the wotIc of the censor by parties repeating his 
inquiries without his knowledge. He was told that it 
would be an important point gained by him, if he 'could 
secure an engagement for the preservation of the fetpalc 
issue of marriages, both among chiefs and dependents, 
by a clause in marriage contracts. It was intimated to 
him that il was thought highly expedient to establish an 
Infanticide Fund similar to lhat of Kathiawdd, the Go- 
vernment making advances to it, to be afterwards repaid, 
till a permanent source of income was provided for it. 
He was empowered directly to ask from Itulhiawud any 
particular Information he might desire. 

The “Resident at Baroda, through whom Major Lang’s 
communication had been forwarded to Government, 
Was requested to solicit the GailtaWad to co-operate 
with the British Government in the abolilion of infan- 
ticide in the Mahikantha, and especially to devote the 
Maasali and other lines to the formation of an Anti-In- 
fanticide Fund with the same objects in view as that of 
Kajhiaw&d. “With this proposal, however, His Highness 
Sayuji Rdo declined to comply, intimating that the ba- 
lance in the Kathi&wad fund might be employed in the 
Ma.hiku.uth4. The Court of Directors, which fully ap- 
proved of the plans of Major Lang, observed that all 
Mnm for breach of Infanticide engagements might be 
applied as proposed by him independently of the Gai- 
kawud’s consent. $ 

* It may bo of use to compare the views of the Government offi- 
cials inyJerFral India with those nf Western Indio on the- Subject of 
the suppression of Infanticide in the ** Tiyj lute LteUt. 

Colonel Sutherland, the Governor General’s Agent in Hajput^nii.,” Writes 
Mr. Willoughby,'' in fris minute of the 4 th May 1849, ** Was furnished; 
with a copy of the above eorre&ondcncc, and requested to favor the 
(Jotferttment with any remarks or suggestions on Use subject which the 
might have to*ofCei^” At the suggestion also of the Government of 
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Major Lang’s communication 1o Go Vermont on the 
subject of Infanticide in the Mahikantha, as already- 
mentioned by us, was received by Government in 184a. 
Nothing further was heard on the subject from that 
quarter till the 9th of June 1848, when another report 
was submitted by Captain II . Wallace, the able suc- 
cessor there of Major Lang, from which we make the 
following extracts. 

“ No Census of the Mhrwad'i population had been 
taken ; and as this was aa essential step towards cheek- 
ing tho practice, I have caused one to be made this 
season. It has been framed on the form used in Ka- 
thiawad, and exhibits all the sons of the Marwadis now 
living, and all the daughters that the heads of families 
have had aa well as those still alive. It did not occur 

India, lia directed Lieutenant-Colonel Robinson, Political Agent ia 
Me'wdd, to ascertain the nature of the assistance which could bo ob- 
tained from the chiefs of that district in carrying out the measures con- 
templated by Government for the suppression, of Infanticide in the 
MahMnihft. 

“In reply, Major Thoresby , who was officiating for Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sutherland as agent for the Governor General for tho states of Rajpu- 
tana, on the 9th February 1844, furnished this Government with copy 
of a letter ho had on tho same day addressed to the Government of 
India; forwarding to that authority transcript of a communication to. 
his address from Lieutenant Colonel Robinson (the Political Agent ia 
Mo' wad,) in which that < fficor stated it to bo his opinion, that tlio 
measures which had been suggested by Major Lang for tho suppres- 
sion of Infanticide in I ho Mahikantha would prove ineffectual for tho 
attainment of the object in view, as lie considered that they left too. 
much in the hands of the chiefs, the very persons who were naturally 
desirous of perpetuating the evil. Lieutenant-Colonel Robinson ob- 
served, that if it were determined that tho interests qf humanity would 
-‘“Justify direct interference in the part of the British Government, the 
*4easl objeolionablo mode of exercising such interference would be, at 
once to denounce tho practice by proclamation, under tlfe severest 
penalties, a^ourse which in his opinion, would excite no odium hot 
entail any loss*of reputation on the British name, but on the contrary 
would prove equally, if not moro, efflcacioqg to “the attainment of the 
object in view, than the more covert aij,d conciliatory, but complicated, 
arrangements , which had been suggested by Major Lang. 
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to me, until the census was completed, that for statisti- 
cal purposes the sons that have died should have been 
entered as well as the daughters who have died ; but 
this omission shall be rectified in the next census which 

r 

will be drawn up in the comae of Ihe present year. As 
far as the male part of the population is concerned, I 
believe this census is correct, but very much the reverse 
as regards females, which will be apparent enough on 
reference to the accompanying abstract. And by com- 
parison of the Chowan tribe (which is happy in the 
freedom from this unnatural crime) with the others, it 
will be evident that no account has been rendered of 
many females that have been born, and that the causes 
of death assigned for many of the depaited are little to 
be trusted 
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" In forwarding Lieutenant-Colonel Robinson’s letter to the Gov- 
ernment Of India, Major Thoresby obsei ved, 'Regarding the arrange- 
ments 'which have been proposed as means for putting an end to the 
occurrence of a crime in the MahMnthl tract, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Robinson has expressed his sentiments in detail in the accompanying 
Tetter, and these lead to ttfe conclusion that they would be found m 
pfUctioO to "be embarrassing rSd inefficient. But with respect to the 
alteuaitive suggested in the Iflth paragraph of the letter, which would 
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“ The age of the eldest female in the above listib 33 
years; so that the births and deaths enumerated in the 
above table are spread over that period. As it -was not 
till November 1845 that the mass of the Marwadis had 
bound themselves to abstain from the crime, and as the 
chiefs who had entered into these engagements at an 
earlier date had not the power nor piobably much good- 
will to check the practice among theii followers of their 
own authority, it is only from that date that we can ex- 
pect any change to have taken place with reference to 
the practice of infanticide. I find that since that date, 
therefore, there have been 38 female children, of whom 
7 have died. There are also 34 boys alive who have 
been born since that date; but, owing to the omission 
which I lamented before, we do not know liow many 
boys born in it may have died. At the same time the 
near equality of the sexes as they stand gives reason to 
hope that the mere preliminary measures that have been 
adopted have effected some good, for on a narrow scru- 
tiny of the original detailed census I have every rea- 
son to believe that ten of these female children owe 
their lives to them. 

“ The I'dar Darbfir is prepared to bear the cost of any 
measures that may be necessary for the extinction of 
this crime, both by keeping up any requisite establish- 
ment for detection, and by extending pecuniary aid to 
the poorer Mdrwddis in marrying off their daughters, T 

seen to contemplate States under the protection merely of the British 
Government, I am not aware of the course that could be conveniently- 
made available for enforcing the penalties that might be prescribed, 
were a proclamation of the tenor noticed to be issudti. By pursuing a 
steady line of conduct of interdicting the practice under severe penal- 
ties wherever we have the undoubted right to enforce oumwders, in 
exhorting chiefs and people to abstain from it themselves and to u?e 
tbeir influence ior causing others likewise to abandon it, and in repro- 
bating and shunning these who are guilty of it,«mufi/i might perhaps 
be effected, in due course of time, toward? infusing a better tone of 
mind in this particular, and inducing th^community in general to view 
the matter in a more beneficial light in parts of tire country, Where such 
change is to bo desired,” * 
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am inclined to believe that for the purposes of detection 
it will not be necessary to maintain a costly establish- ‘ 
ment. The census shows only 354 Marwadi families 
in all ; and if we deduct from this number the ^childless 
and those who are not even suspected of committing 
the crime in question, such as the Chow&ns, the Sanga- 
ras, many of the miscellaneous Rajputs, as Veil as 
many families in which there are already two or three 
daughters, there will remain a comparatively small 
number whom it will be necessary to watch. The 
Marwadis, moreover, are so thinly scattered among the 
rest of the population, and from their posilion then do- 
mestic affairs arc so well known to all around them, 
that the absolute concealment of the birth or death of a 
child would be impossible. The cause of death, indeed, 
may be more effectually hidden and must always be 
difficult of proof. 

“I would prefer to employ different hands from time 
to time in framing the population returns, and investi- 
gating the suspicious cases previous to bringing them 
forward for trial, arranging in such a manner that every 
village should be visited at least twice in the year. Bui 
I would depend in great measure on the I'dar Darbar 
for the collection of evidence to ensure conviction, as 
there can he no doubt of its greater opportunities for so 
doing, and as I have confidence in its goodwill to the 
cause, though it may require occasionally 1o be prompt- 
ed tp action. 

“It is, however, on measures of a nature the reverse 
of coercive that I look with most confidence for the era- 
dication of a crime which, being opposed to some of the 
best interests of human and even animal nature, may 
be said'ta commence the struggle under considerable 
disadfy&iftages. In addilion to the grant of syc hundred 
rupees per annum, to the Infanticide fund, and the erp' 
ploymept of forly M&rwadis in the Sib and i qf the state, 
ihn RAji has just evinced hi? sense of Ihe hcinousnoBs 
M ffcfc tfclagfe and his^wisH to aid and encourage those 

I # 
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who throw it ofl’, by the employment of ten Morwndis 
who have saved their female children since 1845 as his 
own personal attendants. These men have been chosen 
from tho, tribes and localities where the offence has 
hitherto been most frequent, and being in other respects 
fitting, they have been placed in a position where they 
can earn sufficient 1o provide for the marriage expences 
of their children. The annexation of the Alimadnagar 
Pargand to l'clar,* and the consequent increase of terri- 
tory and income, will open channels for the employment 
of others, while it is to be understood through the prin- 
cipality that no favor or patfonagr will be bestowed on 
those who labour under a suspicion of being guilly of 
infanticide.” 

“ We have as yet no applications for pecuniary aid 
in making up marriage portions, nor do I think such 
applications should be encouraged, for there is qnile 
enough of the sordid in the character of these Mar- 
wadis to induce a urn upon this fund, if the example 
be once given. Indeed, the tendering pecuniary aid in 
such mailers at all is obviously open to the objection 
that it may encourage the seeking of higher alliances 
than the ordinary means of the parties could warrant ; 
and iu this view it is to Ire regretted that the 4th stipu- 
lation made by tho chiefs was ever admitted, viz. that 
which allows them to pul a vote on the intermarriage of 
the daughters of their followers with the Rajputs of the 
country, who though not Marwardis are, as far as purity 
of blood is concerned, fully their equals. I am aware 
however, that the chiefs Were only induced to sign the 
bonds by Captain Lang with the greatest cHfliculty ; and 
1o thal gentleman belongs tho honor of having taken 
the first steps to abolish Infanticide in this prijvinpc ” 

Much of this information, furnished by Captain Wal- 
lace, was gratifying to Government, .particularly that 
respecting the benefits accruing f?om the preliminary 

• * 

* [On the call Ip the throne ol Jaudpm of Takatsingh, (jxo Itaji of 
Abmadnagta.] 
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engagements, and the liberality and consideration of 
the Raja of I'dar. He was requested, however, to ex- 
plain how the orders of Government in reply to the first 
report on Infanticide in the Mahikantha had rfiot been 
noticed. The Government adhered to its views about 
a marriage fund, the propriety and benefit of which had 
been so well tested elsewhere. Lord Falkland, on the 
suggestion of Mr Willoughby, sent a personal letter to 
Ganpatrao Gaikawad, soliciting him to give up the 
lines to it which his predecessor and father, Sayaji, had 
declined to part with for this object; and His Highness 
compromised the tnatler by granting Ihe half of them in 
time to come. The plan of having a permanent censor 
was adhered to, as favourable to the accumulation of 
experience. 

Another Report on infanticide in the Mahikantha was 
presented by Captain Wallace on the 26th May, 1849. 
The following are its principal portions. 

“The arrangement effected by Major Lang in January 
1842 extended only to the Rajputs of I'dar. Those of 
Ahmadnagar were not included, and the departure of 
the chief Takat Singh to Jaudpur in the next year, and 
the doubtful status of that Pargana till last June, pre- 
vented any regular measures of precaution being taken 
with regard to the Marwadis of that district, though it 
had been generally notified to all the country that In- 
fanticide hereafter would be treated as a orime. 

“The transfer of Ahmadnagar to I'dar, and the con- 
sequent increase of establishments, presented the oppor- 
tunity of giving some employment to the Mfawadi Raj- 
puts; and foIty-five of them were enrolled in the new 
Sibandi, principally from the Kumpawal clan, in which 
the criifie had hitherto been most rife. Ths selection 
was generally made of young married men- who not 
having yet been hardened by the perpetration of this 
atrocity might he supposed most likely to lake the op- 
pCWonity*which employment offered them of Saving the 
noqessary for the future marriage of their female 
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children from their pay ; but it was also imperative that 
they should be active and able-bodied, and that it should 
be plainly understood that bona-fide servic c was to be 
performed, and not that they wore merely bribed to ab- 
stain from child-murder. The Raja of I'dar had offered 
service of a somewhat more attractive kind than the 
ranks of the Sibandi to ten Marwadis of the higher 
classes as his own immediate attendants ; but, as he ex- 
pected them to wear a certain kind of uniform, ihoy all 
refused to avail themselves of the proposal. 

“ In the close of the year I deputed Dhondu Shastn, 
a young man whom I had received fiom the College at 
Puna in 1847, and placed on this establishment, to frame 
a new and more careful census of the Marwadi popula- 
tion, as I had discovered some omissions and errors in 
that noticed in my former Report. This young man 
performed his task with zeal and honesty ; and I have 
the honor to annex an abstract of the voluminous Re- 
turns he had framed, which include almost every parti- 
cular desirable to be known of the families and connec- 
tions of this tribe of Rajputs. 

“ Dhondu Shastri early reported several cases of In- 
fanticide which had occurred since the framing of the 
last census ; and as an immediate example seemed ne- 
cessary to save childien yet unborn, I directed my As- 
sistant, Captain Ifeily, to assemble a Court in strict ac- 
cordance with Major Lang’s settlement for the trial of 
the offenders, as I was employed in the southern part 
of the Province, and it would have been inconvenient 
for the witnesses and others to attend at my camp. 
Copy of my instructions to Captain Keihf is annexed, in 
which I requested him to Jay fairly before the chiefs 
forming the court the inevitable consequence*of their 
slurring pver their business as they had done several 
years before, when they fined person s^guUty of Infant- 
icide in sums so ridiculously srfiall as to legalize, the 
atrocity for a trifling pecuniaryacon sideration ? Captain 
Keily very satisfactorily led lherg to admit tjist no pun- 
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islaneul could be considered sufficient that did not at 
all events thwart the selfish pecuniary calculations of 
the child-murderers by taking from them, in the shape 
of ar fine, the money which they expected to,save by 
their crime ; and as the expense of marrying off a daugh- 
ter to Ihc poorer Marwadis was estimated at Us. 150, 
lie prevailed on the court to consider that as the mini- 
mum punishment. Two Marwadis were immediately 
brought to trial, viz. Jlanmalawat Padara Singh Anar 
Singh, aged 20 years, and Eanmalawat Bharat Singh 
A'bji, aged 25 years, the latter for the destruction of a 
female infant in November 1 B45, and the former for a 
similar crime in September 1818. Both were convicted, 
and sentenced to pay n fine each of 150 rupees, or to 
suffer two years impiisonmcnt in irons. Jn tjio latter 
case, Kasan Singh Thakur of Kotra was shown to have 
been privy to the murder, and to have concealed it. He, 
moreover, refused to give any evidence before the Court, 
whioh came to the resolution of fining him 30 rupees 
for his complicity and contumacy. The prisoners Pa- 
dam Singh and Bharat Singh had been employed in 
the ranks of the new Sibandi, bul were of course imme- 
diately discharged. Subsequently, on my camp having 
been moved to Ahmadnagar, I superintended in per- 
son a third trial of Kumpnwut Surat Singh Zalim Sing 
of Bawangad, who was also convicted and fined 150 
rupees for the destruction of a female child in Novem- 
ber 1847. Tn the course of ibe proceedings, it appear- 
ed that tl$e father of the prisoner Zalim Singh had wil- 
fully concealed, from the karkun employed in framing 
the census, th(? birth and death of the child in question. 
He also grossly prevaricated on the trial; and the sirdfirs 
agreed 18 fine him 35 rupees for his conduct. * 

“TtiescT examples have startled the Marwadis. 1 am 
not, however, sanguine that they will be sufficient to put 
SL^top to the crime, indeed, I have heard with regret 

t»ro strong suspicions against a chief (who 
was rhi<i£trfq,rwar$ in iqpamm ending -the adoption of the 
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infanticide regulations to his brother chiefs and depend - 
dents) of having himself been lately guilty of the crime ; 
but as theie is no direct proof of the birth of the child, 
and asl$.m aware of much ill-will towards him, I have 
contented myself with directing a greater degree of 
watchfulness towards him. Nothing, I am aware, 
would more surely strike down Infanticide than the 
conviction and punishment of a Marwadx of rank; but, 
on the other hand, a failure in conviction would be at- 
tended with various disadvantages unnecessary to dwell 
upon. 

“ The statements of which an abstract is annexed to 
this report enter more fully than hitherto into the do- 
mestic circumstances of the Marwudis ; and a new state- 
ment has be^n obtained of all the women enceinte when 
the lsurkun went thiough the villages. This is most 
important, to keep up the connection between the census 
of one year and that following ; and there seems as yet 
to be no great diflicully in obtaining this information ; 
and once obtained it obviously acts as a great check on 
the parents, when the birth takes place. ¥e have also 
information of all the alliances of the Marwudis, which 
will probably be of use hereafter in removing some of 
the difficulties experienced by them in obtaining suita- 
ble connexions for their daughters. 

« The whole number of M6.rwo.dl adult males is 558, 
of whom 441 are married. The adult females (wives of 
the above, and who of course come from other tribes) 
ate 431. There are also 49 married Mdrwadi girls, 
some of whom have married into Marwadi families of 
other tribes than tboso to which their fathers belong. 
On the whole, however, it seems very unusual £or any 
one to have* more than one wife, their general* poverty 
preventing, it. The 441 Marwfidi couples appear to 
have 432 living male children; and the jyhqje number of 
daughters confessed to, living or dead, is 276. If, how- 
ever, we suppose the girls re all to have been equal in 
number to the boys born, we havesbarely % two children 
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to each marriage. Out of 41 I'dar chiefs, 19 have no ' 
sons, and the genealogical tables of the principal fami- 
lies show them to have been generally saved from ex- 
tinction by a single life or an adoption. 

“ Of the 276 female children who appear on these re- 
turns, 78 have been born since Major Lang’s last arrange- 
ments in 1845 ; and of these only 4 are reported to have 
been born in that year, 1 of whom is dead. 19 births 
are reported for the second year, of which two are dead. 

21 births arc reported in the third year, of which four 
arc dead ; and 34 births in the last year, of which 14 
arc dead. 

“It may be interesting to contrast the reported births 
of boys during the same time, — in the first year, 30; in 
the second year, 34; in the third year, 31f and in the 
last year, 37. We have unfortunately no information 
of the number of deaths, during these years, the liarkun 
not having made particular inquiries as in the case 'of 
females. 

“It appears, however, that the last census must be 
not far from accurate. The reported births of females 
having been steadily increasing for the last four years 
until now, the female births arc to the males only as 34 
to 37. The obstacle of the concealment of births may, 
therefore, have been in great measure overcome. 

“ Of the 14 deaths of female infants bom in the last 
year, it has been ascertained that 3 were destroyed. On 
this account two Marwadis were tried and convicted, as 
reported in the preceding paragraphs, and one remains 
untried, he being at Jaudpur in the service of Maharaja 
Takat Singh. The third trial that took place in this 
year w^as for the murder of a child 'born in 1847, but 
whogp birth having been concealed by the parents was 
not entered in the returns for that year. • • 

“ On recoasideradon of the arrangements that have 
been earned into effect,, and those yet to come for the 
extirpation of Infanticftle, it has occurred to me, that 
inconvenJcncg and inefficiency may result from not 
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having a permanent establishment to superintend them. 
The trial that I have made of Dhondu Shdstri (who as 
I have before stated was educated and graduated at the 
Puna College) has been so satisfactory, that I could 
not expect to find another person so zealous in the work 
and aj the same time so free from the influence which 
migfht operate on a native of Gujarat, and I have there- 
fore ’with the consent of the I'dar Darbdr, nominated 
him to the supervision of the infanticide arrangements 
on a salary of 30 rupees, which he was before in receipt 
of on this establishment. The Darbdr also engages to 
pay liim marching bbattd while out in the villages, and 
to place two or three sepoys at his disposal during his 
employment on these dulies.” 

Government informed Captain Wallace that it view- 
ed with the greatest satisfaction the zeal which he had 
displayed in the good cause, and the attention which he 
had bestowed on the various matters noticed by him. It 
approved of the distinct measures proposed by him, as 
entirely consonant with instructions already issued to 
the Mdhikantha agency. 

On the 26th November 1849, Captain Wallace, — after 
explaining how no proclamation against infanticide had 
been issued, owing principally to the non-compiction of 
the preliminary arrangements till 1846, shortly before 
Major Lang left the province, though all had been warn- 
ed of the consequences of practising infanticide,' — pro- 
posed that it should be generally intimated, in a procla- 
mation, that no chief in the Mahikantha has the power 
cither judicially or otherwise of injuring life or limb, 
and that this declaration should be held as including in- 
fanticide. The Government, however, did not consent 
to the limitation of the jurisdiction of the Raja df TtSar to 
this extent' though he was then the only chieftain in the 
province who had the power of li£p a8d tleatli in his 
hands under the superintendence of Government. 

Captain Wallace’s report for 1850, presented to Gov- 
ernment on the Sth August 1 850, Vas doelarcd by the 
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Goveinmenl to be “for the most part very satisfactory, - 
though it will be necessary for that able officer to con- 
tinue to exercise the utmost vigilance in watching and 
enforcing the measures adopted for the extinction of the 
crime.” It appeared from the table appended to it, that 
in the year 1849-50, theie were born 49 females to the 
Marwadi Rajputs of the Mahikantha, of whom, however, 
13 had died. Compared with the preceding year, the 
entire number of females noticed by it had increased 
from 197 to 235. It intimated vaiious punishments of 
Rajputs for neglect of reporting births and deaths, ac- 
cording to the regulations adopted. It mentioned that 
there had been no demands on the infanticide fund, and 
that in consequence the subsciiption of the Rnjaofl'dar 
had not been called in for the year. It noticed the at- 
tempts made by Captain Wallace to reduce the tyciga, 
or maniage gifts, to Bhats and Cliarans ; but the Go- 
vernment doubted the propriety of the accomplishment 
of this through British authority, lest voluntary gifts 
should be converted into permanent rights. Though 
Captain Wallace did not think that this result would 
follow, and suggested some cautions calculated to pre- 
vent it, the Government finally adhered to its opinion, 
intimating that only gencial efforts should continue to 
be made to lessen the expences of Rajput marriages. 

The reports from the Mahikantha since the yeai last 
mentioned, have continued on the whole to be of a satis- 
factory character, though they show sufficient reason 
for the continued vigilance and exertion of the British 
officials in fijat province. From the last one received, — 
furnished by Lieut.-Coloncl II W. Trevelyan, an of- 
ficer o/ much experience in Rajput affairs, — on the 18th 
November 1853, we extract the following *table of the 
male and female Marwadi Rajputs for the^affl five years 
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, 'J’lie increase of five yearn was of males S3 and of fe- 
males 108. For Ihc year 1852-03, the mortality among 
the children born was 4 males and 8 females, a fact 
which let( Lord Elphinsto lie’s Government to observe, 
that although “ it may not have been caused wilfully,” 
“it is a reason why the political agent should in no 
wise relax his vigilance, and should endeavour by every 
means to awaken among the Marwadis a sense of the 
criminality of infanticide, whether caused by active 
means or neglect.” 

The systems of infanticide which wo have hitherto 
noticed have all been connected with Rajpul tribes 
claiming, — in many instances, we believe, without rea- 
son, — to be the descendants of the ancicnl Kshutriya , 
or warrior, class of India. Another connected with the 
Kulamb'is, or Kunbis, or cultivators, of Gujarat, who are 
reckoned merely Sh&dras, or members of the servile 
class, remains to be mentioned. 

Mr. E. G. Fawcett of the Civil Service, when collector 
of Aiimada'bad, directed the attention of Government to 
a disproportion of males and females in the villages of 
Ihe Lewa' (or Ecm't) Ktjnbi's which had been brought 
to his notice by Thakursi Punjash&h, llm native revenue 
officer of the Daskroht pargand of that collcctovatc, di- 
rectly subject to the British Government. His letter 
was dated the 30th December 1 847. The principal in- 
habitants of the villages referred to had admitted the ex- 
istence of the crime, — perpetrated generally by parental 
neglect, — owing to the heavy cxpenccsof marrying their 
female children into good famiiios residing at a distance, 
and the indisposition of the higher Kunbis* to give their 
daughters to the families near (hem from which they 
were conterit to receive their wives. Mr. Faw^et^ had 
been successful in getting the heads of the casle to enter 
inlo voluntary agreements to diminish th^ir marriage 

* Re’iva, popularly corrupted into Leifa, is one of the native names 
of the Nirbadi, or Nirmad& river. 
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expcnces. According to these agreements, the expcnces 
were to be reduced in some instances from rupees 3,800 
to about rupees 700. Mr. Fawcett feared that the cus- 
tom of infanticide extended to the adjo inin g territories 
of the Gdikawadand even the city of Ahmadabad itself. 

Mr. Fawcett’s communication having been laid be- 
fore Mr. Hutt of the Civil Service, the Judicial Commis- 
sioner for the Konkan and Gujarat, for his opinion, he 
made a report on it to the Court of Sadar Adalat in 
Bombay, on the 29th February 1848, of which the fol- 
lowing is an extract. 

“J have had a partial knowledge of the existence of 
this practice in this province for some years. It first 
forced itself on my attention at the trial of some cases 
of murder, while session judge of this [Ahmadabad] 
zillab, in 1839, which indirectly arose out of it. I have 
made many inquiries on the subject, during my tours 
as judicial commissioner, and have often found persons 
to admit the existence of it, in reference to other castes 
than those to which they belonged, and have only been 
withheld from bringing it to notice, from the want of that 
evidence which might satisfy others, and the difficulty 
of suggesting a remedy.” “ It was I who about two 
years since directed the attention of Rao Saheb Tha- 
kursi Punjashah, mamlaldar, to it. I then pointed out 
the caste in which it was supposed particularly to pre- 
vail, and the evidence by which it might be inferred. 
He expressed surprise, which might have been real, 
though I should hardly have expected any person in 
such a position in this province, to be ignorant of it, see- 
ing that it prevails from Daman,* northwards. He then 
promised me he would inquire into it, and if possible 
do sopie^ thing for chocking it, and well hasdie perform- 
ed his promise. In saying this T by no means desire to 
detract fro m„ T lytic ur si ’ a merits in what he has done. 
Rvery credit is due "to the magistrate and himself.” 
r- 

* [Danvaiij belonging to the Portuguese, is the southern boundary of 
the Gujarat province and language.] 
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“ the measures taken by the magistrate, strike at the 
root of the evil, and afford si fair prospect of success, 
provided the penalty can be enforced summarily, of 
which I entertain very considerable doubt. ^ Yet pride, 
in whiel? the practice has its origin, still operates as 
powerfully as ever, and may be expected to lead to vio- 
lations of the engagement, which it will be very diffi- 
culty to detect and punish, although well known amongst 
the people; or if even by great vigilance on the part of 
the local officers, this can be guarded against, and the 
agreement maintained for the present. As the actual 
contracting parties pass away one after another, Ihcir 
successors may not be disposed to hold it as binding on 
them. For it must not be lost sight of, that the long 
prevalence of the practice has rendered the people so 
familiar with it, that their moral feelings are blunted, 
and they no longer perceive the heinousness of it. Still 
it is so opposed to the natural feeling of parents, and 
especially of the mol her. that if all the leading people of 
the caste can be brought to consent to it, there will be 
much room to hope. The concurrence of the families 
in the Ghelotra and Pit lad, would seem indispensable 
to the present arrangement, from the former being those 
moat esteemed by the people here, as offering desirable 
alliances for their daughters, as those at Pitlad arc by 
Ihoscin Cbelotra. This might perhaps be accomplish- 
ed by the magistrate of Kaira (Kheda) in the latter, but 
the other will not be so easy, Pitlad being in the Ghika- 
wad’s territory.” 

The absolute necessity for a prompt and energetic 
movement in this case was sufficiently apparent from 
the following returns. 

* [The penalty was to be fivo hundred rupees, for a breach of ihe 
engagements to marry daughters in the contiguous, and not distant, 
countries. This penalty, though sanctionetVby the Aagistvate, could 
obviously not be enforced in any of tho-Company’s Courls.1 
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ReLurn of Births and Deaths oj Female children of Ihe 
Lewd and Kculawa* Kttnbis in the Ahrnadabad Collec- 
tor ate for 1846, 1847, and 1848. 
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E. G. Fvwcett. 


Census of the Kunhl Population , the onlj Caste in the 
Kaird (Kheda) Magistracy in which llie crime of Fe- 
male Inf anticidc is said to prevail. 
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J. Webb, magistrate. 
Kaird, Magistrates Office, 23d Feb. 1849. 


* [The Ka.daw& Kunbfe derive their designation from the town and 
district opCajii, north of Ahmadlbid. They celebrate their marriages 
only once in ten years, and then, conditionally, even of children In the 
womb! This extraoidhury fact was first brought to the notice of the 
author by Major If. Aston<-late assistant to the Kfithi&w&d political 
agency. Further and indubitable- testimony respecting it was obtained 
by himself and the Rev. J. M. ftlitchell, when passing through theKadi 
districts in Ii&Q$ especially from Jay asinghji, the farmer of these districts 
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Mr. Webb, with the assistance of the munsil' of Nan- 
ad, himself a Kunbi, brought the piincipal Knnhis of the 
districts of his charge under engagements for the re- 
duction ^of marriage expcnces, similar to those recom- 
mended by Mr. Fawcett, in the Ahniaddbad eollector- 
ale ; but he was not successful in inducing those in the 
neigHbouring districts of the Gaikawad and the Nawab 
of Cambay to follow this example. 

The Bombay Government, alarmed by the existence 
of such extensive female infanticide among the cultiva- 
tors of the Zillahs of Alimadabad and Kheda, requested, 
on the 20lh September 1848, the judges of the Madar 
A dal at* to issue a circular io all the magistrates in the 
settled districts of the presidency, informing them of the 
alarming discovery which had been made, and requir- 
ing them to ascertain whether there were “any grounds 
for supposing that the same abominable practice exists 
in any part of their jurisdiction.” The magistrates of 
Baroch, Sural, Thana, Batnagiri, Belgium, Dharwud, 
Solapur, Puna, Alnnadnagar, Nasik, and Khandcsh, and 
the agent at Kulaba, reported that “ there are no grounds 
for believing this inhuman practice to exist in their res- 
pective zillahs, the magistrate at DharwacJ, Mr. Bell, 
observing that the districts of the Ahmadabad, and Khe- 
da collectorates, to which allusion is made, axe probably 
those in which the Grasias and Thakur chiefs have a 
proprietory right in the soil, and periodical settlements 
arc made for the revenue at intervals of several years, 
so that there is little direct interference on the part of 

Government in the details of administration, and that 

• 

under the Gaikawad. The following is an extract from the statement 
given by this^nlelligent native gentleman on that occasion. •“The Ka- 
dawa. Kunbis marry only on two days, four days inter velKng^between 
them, every’ten year9. The exact time is fixed by ten or twelve Brah- 
mans, who meet at Unja at the temple of Mhti, to^re’pare a procla- 
mation setting it forth, to be published_by t8e headmen of the caste ”] 


* Messrs. Bell, Warden, LoQeyt, and G. Gcaftt. 
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while it is very possible that tile practice of infanticide 
may have existed unobserved iti such districts, he con- 
ceives it impossible that it can be carried on in districts 
where the administration is entirely in the hands of the 
servants of Government, and which are subject to con- 
stant visits from European officers.”* Mr. Davies, the 
magistrate of Baroch, was informed, in reference to his 
report on the subject, that the judges were of opinion 
that on further inquiry he would see cause for doubting 
his conviction that female infanticide was not practised 
in his magistracy. He afterwards frankly admitted his 
mistake, in an able paper on the social state of the cul- 
tivators under his charge, He found that in 50 villages 
the disparity between Knnbi boys and girls under twelve 
years of age was 31 per-cent, while that of the males of 
the whole Kunbi population was 27 1-4 per cent, be- 
ing 15 per cent in excess of tbc males of the whole popu- 
lation, which, too, exceeded the females by 11 or 12 per 
cent. The disparity of the Rajput population of his 
districts, also, was very considerable, There is reason 
to fear, as thought by Mr. Hutf, that even the collector- 
ate of Surat is not altogether free from the commission 
of the dreadful and debasing crime of infanticide, Ihough, 
as we learn from Mr. Hebbert, the present vigilant 
judge at that station, no case warranting imputations 
against any particular class of the native population 
there, has lately come before his court. 

In the East India Company’s territories, in which the 
eollectorates now mentioned are situated, infanticide, 
when proved, must, according to our laws and regula- 
tions, be treateu as murder. The difficulty of proving 
the crime, however, which is (here generally effected 
by the parental neglect of infants, without violence, is 
obviously very great . To counteract the ho^id custom, 

we have the vjjgil^nrc of our British officials, directing 
♦* 

* Latter to Bombay Government from Mr. M, Lavkon, Register of 
the Sadar A<21Int, dated tbo 2ftth January, 1851. 
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that of the native officials acting under their authority ; 
a stucter system than formerly prevailed of statistical 
rcpoit and legistiation ; and the conventional agreement 
of the pastes implicated to lessen their maiuagc ex- 
pences and to take wives fiom their immediate neigh- 
bours, as first arranged by Mr. Fawcett. If the crime do 
not immediately disappear, it must be ticated emergenl- 
ly,by special legislation. As the Government recog- 
nises certain rights of caste as a social institution, it is 
peifectly competent for it, in extreme circumstances, to 
demand from the Kunbis practising the crime, as piov- 
ed by the returns of their population, a heavy fine, to be 
levied on them as a body, and to be raised by the caslc 
authorities which they usually recognize. A law must 
be framed to authorize their being treated in this case 
as if they were found in our non-regulation piovinces. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS — IIEINOUS CHARACTER OF 
JA'DEJA' INFANTICIDE— THE TEMPTATIONS LEADING 
TO ITS COMMISSION— GENERAL MORAL DEPRAVITY OF 
THE Ja'dEJa's— INFANTICIDE OF THE RAJPUTS IN GE- 
NERAL— ITS IMITATION BY OTHER TRIBES — BENEVO- 
LENCE OF TILE EFFORTS OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
FOR THE ABOLITION OF INDIAN INFANTICIDE— EN- 
COURAGEMENTS TO PERSEVERANCE— PROSPECTS OF 
ANTI-INFANTICIDE— MORAL RENOVATION OF INDIA— 
BRITAIN’S MISSION IN INDIA. 

The reader of the preceding pages will doubtless 
long ere this have formed his own opinion of the Infant- 
icide of "Western India, particularly that of the Jarlejas 
of K&thiawiid and Kachh. It is in some respects pro- 
bably the basest and and most atrocious as a system, if 
we except perhaps that of the areois of the South Sea 
Islands, ever known to have been perpetrated on the 
polluted surface of this fallen and depraved world. It 
proceeds not, like the sacrificial infanticide of the Ca- 
naanites, Phenieians, Carthaginians, and other peoples 
of ancient limes, and the mountaineers of Orisa in our 
own, from a misinterpretation of the character and will 
of deity, and their belief that they were doing their gods 
service, ?pid f deprecating evil, and purchasing tSiessings, 
for themselves and their families, when they imbrued 
their hands in tl*e h^ood of their own offspring, or de- 
voted it to death and destruction by the consuming fire. 
It is not like the infanticide of the Spartans, who killed 
their weakly fihilclren by Severity of discipline, or unna- 
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tural abandonment, lest an ineompetency on their part 
to discharge the duties of the state, — which they erro- 
neously associated too much with physical power, — 
shoulc^ bring on them disgrace and dishonour, if not 
ultimate ruin. It is not like that of the Persians and 
others, when shrinking from the reproach of adultery and 
the severe punishment with which it was visited, they 
removed by death theiT illegitimate children lest they 
should be witnesses against them of their own incon- 
tinence and impurity. It is not like that of the Arabs, 
who buried their daughters under their altars, when sur- 
prized by their enemies, lest they should fall into hostile 
hands and be defiled and dishonoured. It is not like 
that of the Chinese, who apprehend I hat, amidsl the de- 
mands of an overgrown population, they may not be 
able to find the means of rearing those who could perform 
the least service for their own support. It is not like that 
of the savage nations, in which the paucity of the means 
of sustenance and the difficulty of procuring it by the 
uncertain and exhausting efforts of the chase, have sug- 
gested the idea of lessening the demands for it by limit- 
ing the number of those requiring its supply. It is not 
the consequence of pressing famine, as on the repeated 
failure of a crop, ot the straitness of a siege, when 
energetic man and tender woman have been alike 
driven to the most revolting extremities, from the fam- 
ishing cry of their perishing children or the ravenous 
demands of their own unsatisfied hunger. It is not 
that of the mean, and ignorant, and debased outcasts of 
a large community, whose vice has led them to forsake 
the pursuits of lawful industry, and t^ho have betaken 
themselves to the practice of unlawful deeds and loath- 
some iniquity ; but it is that of classes claim^pg^tho high- 
est linfeagB from the most remote limes, and demanding 
the privileges of nobility, and cven^in jnany instances, 
of royalty itself. It has notjhe*sanction of the prevail- 
ing religion of the country»in which it is'perpetrated, 
though it is but feebly opposed* by it, and* ifc indirectly 
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encouraged by some of its principles and institutes, if 
is not approved by the majority of the population in the 
midst of which it occurs, though it is toleraled by its 
apathy in the matter of human life, which is all ^preval- 
ent, notwithstanding the fanatical regard which is uni- 
versally exhibited for the preservation of the life of the 
lowest brutes, Jt originates in execrable pride and 
selfishness, in the determination to give no daughter in 
marriage except to families of the highest rank and with 
a nuptial expenditure too great for the circumstances of 
those by whom it is ordered and arranged. It is the 
preference of murder, for the purpose of supporting a 
fictitious greatness, to the dictates of nature and human- 
ity calling for the preservation and rearing of offspring 
according to the universal law of rational and even irra- 
tional life. Yet, the temptations to its commission are 
palpable and powerful, in Hindu society, especially as 
it appears among the Rajput race ; while the moral and 
social impediments to its commission by that people are 
comparatively feeble and ineffectual. Absolute moral- 
lity in any one principle is unknown to the shdstra 
by which they profess to be guided. The degradation 
of woman by Hinduism, which we have noticed in the 
commencement of this work, more than counterbalances 
the pauranik injunctions for the preservation of her life. 
She is intrinsically, with this system of religion, of value 
only in so far as she may be positively needed for the 
purposes of marriage ; and a superfluous supply of her 
sex, as is imagined, may be treated ns a nuisance. 
Hinduism takes the whole responsibility of marriage 
from the parties most directly connected with it, whom 
it unites before they are able to make a rational choice 
for themselves ; and throws it upon the parents’, who or- 
der the whole of the arrangements according to their 
own will. The affection and love of the parties joined 
in marriage, which constitute its real essence, and draw 
parties together agreeabfcj to recognised affinities, are 
■ unknown vlements in jjts consummation by Hinduism. 
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This remarkable and heterogeneous system of faith and 
manners creates difficulties in the way of marriage such 
as nowhere exist in any other country of the globe. It 
tells its .votaries that marriage must never be celebrated 
beyond the bounds of each particular caste, whatever 
might be the advantages of its extension to parties pass- 
ing under another denomination and inhabiting the 
same loealily and possessed of equal advantages and 
worth. It tells the father that his child must never be 
married within his own elan, or even gotrn, or paternal 
lineage, though reckoned from the most distant genera- 
tions. It limits the time of appropriate marriage to ihe 
period intervening between the seventh and tenlh year 
of a girl, and sanctions even an earlier union, which i- 
most commonly required by the customs of Indian so- 
ciety. It demands an ostentatious and expensive 
method of marriage, with numerous presents, proces- 
sions, illuminations, and feastlngs, most impoverishing 
to individuals and families. It sanctions the beggary 
of brahmans, bhats, barbers, and charans, and other re- 
ligious mendicants, representing the gifts given to them 
as necessary and meritorious, and attributing the great- 
est mischief to the satires and curses originating in tbeir 
disappointed avarice. It visits conversion to any other 
system of faith by social and civil excommunication, 
which a future change of sentiment and conduct cannot 
altogether remedy. It has put a certain stigma, or em- 
bargo, on the Jadejas, in consequence of the entrance of 
many of them in former times, from the rigor of the 
Muslim arms, within the pale of Mubammadism which 
they try to mitigate by most lavish expenditure, and 
arrogant assumption, and a strict observance of its light- 
er ccrcmcnics as well as its most cruel rites.,%1 speaks 
of the existence of an unmarried female after she ha*- 
arrived at the years of puberty as a c^anjjty. It affords 
no sufficient check to the genera? dissolute ness of socie- 
ty, so that in the eyes of some parties abhorring this 
dissoluteness, more however from its^ inconveniences 
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than immoralities, the untimely death of their daughter.* 
is preferred to their future exposure to temptation. It 
makes no allowance for the social difficulties of a peo- 
pie like the Jadejas removed from their anccstorial 
homes on tile banks of the Indus to the peninsulas se- 
parated from that regionof the world by deserts and seas. 
For murder, as well as other crimes, it offers its easy 
atonements. It exemplifies the liberty which in circum - 
,'tanees of trial may be used for the disposal of offspring 
by the example of Krishna, who is said to have destroy- 
ed almost the whole of the race of the Moon, to which both 
lie and themselves are supposed to have belonged. Its 
Rdjgurs, or princely priests, present themselves as ready 
to take upon themselves in behalf of their dependents, the 
guilt of its commission. It has its rite of sail for the 
preservation of the purity of a widow ; and though it for- 
mally condemns balahalya, or ch ild -murder, it suggests 
it, on principle, for the preservation of the purity of a 
daughter. Its most intelligible analogue to a European, 
is perhaps the conventual system applied to the females 
of the higher classes of society in the middle ages. 
•‘The same motives,” — says Colonel Tod, whose Annals 
of Rajasthan, notwithstanding the many errors and ex- 
aggerations which are found in them, contain a wonderful 
fund of information and instruction, conveyed in the 
most genial manner, to the student of human nature, — 
“ wbieh studded Europe with convents, in which youth 
and beauty were immured until liberated by death, first 
prompted the Rajput to infanticide.”# In point of atro- 
city, however, the conventual system, bad as it was, is 
not to be compared to Indian infanticide. 

Vet, infanticide, as practised by the Jadejas, is still, 
we are,,pursuaded, a grievous and aggravated sin a- 
gainsl Iheir consciences and moral feelings^ r The uni- 
versal law of nature for the preservation of offspring, 
is written so 'deeply r ott the heart of man that it can 

* Tod’s RojasluBa, \ol. I, p 635 et seq. 
r * * 
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novel- by conventional cnsloms or agreements, however 
plausible or convenient, be allogetlior obscinod or ob- 
literated. It is so guarded by instincts, and affections, 
and the .genera! convictions of men, that it cannot be 
violated without the voice of Clod being heard uttering 
condemnation, While infanticide could originate only 
among a people reduced to astate of great moral degra- 
datian,it must have tended loinex-case and confirm that 
reprehensible debasement. No individnal sin cun be 
habitually practised by man, without the contamination 
of his whole moral framework and constitution. Every 
sin finding its continuance in the course of life is a prolific- 
parent, with a numerous and horrid progeny . This fact 
is abundantly manifest in the past and present state of 
society among the Jadejas. The more narrowly it is ex- 
amined in its general developements, the more disgust- 
ing, we are persuaded, it will be found to be . Notwith- 
standing the anxious and laudable attempts of our po- 
litical officials to avoid unnecessary oifencc in their 
dealings with them, ihcy have sufficiently revealed their 
character to make it the object of abomination, mingled 
with pity, to every mind in a state of moral sanity. 
While these proud and haughty chiefs have pled poverty 
and purity as their motives for the destruction of their 
daughters, they have not restrained themselves from 
expensive and sensual polygamy, and disgraceful and 
licentious concubinage with all castes and conditions of 
life both bond and free. The system of pawaiga, which 
they have especially tolerated and encouraged in their 
territories, is an unparalleled invention of evil, which 
could only bo the resull of their surrender, through the 
maturity of their apostasy from goodness, to the vilest 
affections. Before the merciful interference of tlTf\Brit- 
ish Government with the districts in which they are 
found, they were the scene of constant ^isofder, rapine, 
and bloodshed. To the general, social and educational 
improvement of their subjects, *\hev are perhaps move 

27 
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indifferent than any of their compeers within Ilia widely 
extended territory of India. 

But infanticide is not a crime peculiar to llic Jadejas 
originally from the banks of the Indus, lhongh.it exists 
among them as a people in an aggravated form. It is 
the besetting sin of the Rajputs in general, as long ago 
alleged by Colonel Walker. It has been founcl, by 
Jonathan "Duncan, among the stragglers from their main 
body on the banks of the Ganges. By Messrs. Montgo- 
mery, Raikes, Tyler and others, it has been discovered 
among their ofl'shoots on the banks of the Yamuna. 
By Colonel Lang it was first seen among their wander- 
ers on the plains washed by the Sabarmati and Mahi. 
Sir John Malcolm, Mr. Wilkinson, Colonel Spiers and 
others, brought it to notice as abounding among their 
colonies in Malwd and other districts of central India, 
and the hill-country bounding them on the west. It 
has been brought lo light among our latest conquests in 
the distant region of the Panjab, or Five-Rivers, where 
the Aryan race was settled in the time of the Vedas. 
The interior Rajputand, has, in reference to the existence 
and practice of this crime, been discovered by Colonels 
Tod, Lockett, Sutherland, and Ludlow, and Major 
Richards, — some of whom have not been slow to en- 
ter into conflict with the gigantic evil, — to bo little, 
if anything, better than most of its extremities. From 
the example of the Rajputs, too, other tribes, as those 
of the Minas and Mhirs of Ajmir and TJ depur, the cul- 
tivators of Gujarat, and the Mianas of Malia have not 
failed to learn and commit the crime. Had it not been 
for the merciful interposition of the British Govern- 
ment, tjiere is no saying to what extent it might have 
sprea£ r tbrough all the , provinces of India?. Even as 
matters stand, there is much reason to fes| that the re- 
markable disparity between the sexes in India which 
all our statistics reveal, is to be attributed to the com- 
parative neglect and ill-treatment of infant female life. 

The ejfi&rts pf the rBritish Government for the sup- 
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pression of infanticide in tin* territories referred to in 
Ihis ■work, and in other districts of India, have been in 
the highesl degree creditable to the Indian administra- 
tion and* the various officials with whom they have ori- 
ginated and by whom they have been carried into prac- 
tical ,eHcct. They have been characterized by a wis- 
dom, and benevolence, and ability, and perseverance 
rarCly exemplified in the annals of philanthropy. They 
commenced in Kathidwad and Kaohli with our first in- 
tercourse with these peninsulas, even before we had 
acquired over them any considerable influence. They 
form an exception, and one highly honorable and im- 
portant, to the just observation of Mr. Macaulay in his 
telling critical essay on Warren Hastings: — “But at first 
English power came among them [the Hindus] un- 
accompanied by English morality. There was an in- 
terval between the time at which they became our sub- 
jects, and ihe time at which wc began to reflect that 
we were bound to discharge towards them the duty of 
rulers.” British compassion, indeed, rested, on these 
provinces long before they had any direct relations to 
British rule. Kathidwad, as wc have seen, was merely 
tributary to our ally the G&ikaw&cl, when Colonel Walker 
was requested to arrange its affairs for the promotion of 
its peace and prosperity, and to use his best endeavours 
for the suppression of the horrid crime which had just 
been discovered as existing within its borders. Kachh 
was remote alike from our frontier and authority, when 
the call was addressed to it to stay the parental hand 
in its accursed work of the murder of children. The 
suppression of infanticide was provided for by covenanl 
in the very first engagements made in'the namo^of Brit- 
ain doth bo\h thqse territories. That covenant was the 
fruit of mosb able, ingenious, anxious, and long-conti- 
nued negociation, directed agains^ rai&paat prejudices, 
and injurious customs strengthened by timg and en- 
couraged by the erroneous interpretation of fagiily con- 
veniences, advantages, and neeesPitics. The implement- 
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ingof ils provisions lias for nearly half a century de- 
manded the utmost stretch of political and judicial 
sagacity. Tt has required a combination of vigilance, 
and kindness, and firmness, but seldom exhibited. It has 
obtained sacrifices of time, strength, labour, and money 
from the Government, both abroad and at home, and 
from its various servants in India, .which have been of 
a most costly character. Yet, these sacrifices have not 
been made in vain. The moral pestilence, by which 
provinces interesting alike in their historical associations 
and natural scenery and productions wore polluted and 
destroyed, has been stayed, or well-nigh stayed, never 
again, it is to be hoped, to resume its awful ravages. 
The equilibrium of humanity, so long disturbed and 
disordered among important tribes, has been recovered ; 
surd free scope has been given to the play of natural ins- 
linct and affection long restrained and suppressed. The 
mercy and compassion of Britain have, among large 
numbers of the inhabitants of India, been brought as 
distinctly into notice as its power and justice. Its disin- 
terestedness in the case before us has been conspicuous. 
Its procedure in it, as well as in that of human sacrifice, 
it has been impossible for Brabinauical craft and ingenu- 
ity to misinterpret or misrepresent. While the diffusion 
of enlightenment in India, the relaxation of the bonds 
of caste, and the material advancement of the country 
have all been set forth by the advocates of unmiligaled 
Hinduism as the sure signs and omens of the advance 
of the Kali Yvg-a, or iron age, preparatory to the destruc- 
tion of the universe, as guessed at in the curious attempts 
at prophecy iif the Purdnas which were made on the first 
threalenings of Muhammadan conquest. In the most 
philosophical of these Purdnas, that dedicated ter’Vish- 
ntf, the following curious passage occur^ia reference 
to the very provinces with which our present volume has 
had to deni; — “Mei? of the three tribes, but degraded, 
and AbMras and ShMras, will occupy Slmurashtra, 
Avauti, Shfira^Arbud#, and Marabhumi : and Shudras, 
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outeasles, und Barbarians will be mailers of I lie banks 
ol Ihc Indus, Darvika, the Chandrabhoga and Kashmir. 
These will be contemporary monarchy reigning over 
Ihe earthy kings of churlish spirit, violent temper, and 
ever addicted to falsehood and wickedness. They will 
inflict death on women, children, and cows; they will 
seize upon the property of their subjects; they will be 
of limited power, and will for the most part rapidly rise 
and fall ; their lives will be short, their desires insatia- 
ble, and they will display but little piety. The people 
of the various countries intermingling with them will 
follow their example, and Ihe barbarians being poAver- 
fnl in the patronage of the princes, whilst purer tribes 
are neglected, the people will perish. Wealth and piely 
will decrease day by day, until the world will bo 
wholly depraved. Then property alone will confer 
rank ; Avcaltli will be the only source of devotion ; pas- 
sion will be the sole bond of union between Ihe sexes; 
falsehood will be the only means of success in litiga- 
tion; and Avomun Avill be objects merely of sensual gra- 
tification. Earth will be vunemlcd bnl for its mineral 
treasures; the Brahmanical thread will constitute a 
Brahman ; external types (as the stafl'amlrcd garb) will 
be the only distinctions of the several orders of life ; 
dishonesty will be Ihc universal means of subsistence ; 
weakness will be the cause of dependence ; menace and 
piesumption Avill be substituted for learning ; liberality 
will be devotion ; simple ablution will be purification ; 
mutual assent will be marriage; fine clothes will be dig- 
nity ; and water afar oil will be esteemed a holy spring. 
Amidst all castes he who is the strongest will reign over 
a principality thus vitiated by many faults. The peo- 
ple unable -to bear the heavy burdens impost^ upon 
them by tbcjir avaricious sovereigns, will ta?ic refuge 
amongst the valleys of the mountains, and will be glad 
to feed upon wild liouey, berbp, Soots, fruits, flowers, 
and leaves ; their only covering^will be the baric of trees, 
and they will be exposed to the pold, and „wind, and 
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sun, and vain. No man’s life will exceed lime and 
Hventy years. Thus in the Kali ago shall decay cons- 
tantly proceed, until the human race approaches its an- 
nihilation The preservation of widows ancy infanls 
by the British rnle, and the general advancement and 
improvement of the country under British administra- 
tion, form as striking a contradiction of many of the 
particulars of this professed prophecy as can bo well 
conceived. 

The success of the measures adopted by the Bombay 
Government for ihe suppression of infanticide in West- 
ern India, as we have already remarked, has been fully 
as great as could have been reasonably expected ; though 
it must be admitted that, owing 1o several causes which 
have been sufficiently explained in the coarse of our 
narrative, there have been occasionally seasons of lan- 
gonr, to be much regretted, in their application. The 
indirect influences of these measures, too, have had a 
most humanizing effect. These are encouragements to 
perseverance, which must be felt and acted upon with- 
out intermission. The work begun, the advantages ob- 
tained, the experience accumulated, and the fruits reap- 
ed, must not be lost. The plans devised, and hitherto 
pursued, are entirely suitable to the object which they 
have in view, the abolition of crime by authority and 
covenant. They must be persevered in, at least for the 
present generation, Nay, they musl, we deliberately 
think, be extended. The whole population under the 
British rule and influence, with all its diversified tribes 
and castes, ought to be brought under an efficient system 
of statistical irfij airy and report and registration ; and 
the course, of its increase or diminishmenl, with its 
apparent causes, ought to be regularly noted, -sard record- 
ed, 'tana considered. Measures, calculated to^ remove the 

* Wilson’s VisfJnu Turiija, pp. 481-482. For more matter of the 
same kind, wpth carious variations and discrepancies, sec pp. 622-62(3. 
Sec also (he 12th Skonda of t?fe Bhagavata, and the ' conclusion of 
most of the SHhor Purin&s. ? 
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somces o( 1 he evils against which we contend ought to 
be multiplied and improved. Such an educational 
schcmo as has been introduced into Kalliiawad should 
be madjj to embrace every important town of that and 
the neighbouring provinces, special care being taken 
that 1 he families of the chiefs themselves should share in 
its advantages, either by the appointment of tutors or 
attendance at school, as in individual cases might be 
found expedient. Let the principles of the laic noble 
Despatch on education of the Court of Dh'cclors of the 
East India Company be extended to our tributaries and 
allies, so far as our influence can reach them, as well 
as to our subjects. Let grants in aid of useful learning, 
and that alone, be given to all schools without excep- 
tion. Jn connexion with education, let there be no 
shrinking from the inculcation of the purest and most 
exalted morality, founded on the recognition of the only 
living and Iruc God, the great legislator, as the Witness 
and Judge of human llioughl and aelion, and of his re- 
vealed word as an infallible rule of faith and manners. 
With Ihe sound of the law, let the lender and lovingvoice 
of the gospel be heard, revealing to man the way of 
reconciliation 1o God by the only Saviour, and lhal of 
renewal and sanciification, and heavenly elevation, by 
the Holy Spirit. If this hallowed work, at least for a 
season, cannot be overtaken by government, from a re- 
gard to native satisfaction and co-operation, let its impor- 
tance be frankly admitted, and every facility given t o 
its communication by the compassion and enterprise of 
the Christian Church and Christian people, who know 
their Lord’s will in regard to the propagation of his'trulh. 
Lei a patience and perseverance in that work be mani- 
fested, equal at least to that which has been eSJkjbited in 
I he cause qf anti-infanticide, which has required so ftiany 
years for its maturity. Lei us remember that there i? 
a time to enclose and break nfl the fallow-ground as 
well as to sow and gather tire harvest. LCl ns not be 
weary in well-doing, lor in tlw season wb* shall reap 
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if we fainl not. Let us bo sledfnst, immovable/ al- ^ 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord, inasmuch 
as we know that our labour is not in vain in Ihc Lord, 
We augur well for the destiny of the British power 
in India, we would say in conclusion. By moSt won- 
derful providences, unforeseen arrangements, and remark- 
able deliverances and extensions, it has been Estab- 
lished and preserved in the land. It has here foundjls 
place, not so much by our own conquest of the country, 
as by the voluntary submission to ourselves of the coun- 
try, whose sons in almost every province have rushed to 
our standard and fought our battles. We have granted ii 
deliverance from violence and oppression . We have given 
it peace, law, order, and religious liberty, such as it 
never enjoyed under .any of its dynasties, the traditions 
of which extend long beyond the times of ancient Euro- 
pean history. We have in reality lightened the burden 
of its taxation, both by lessening its amount, and calling 
forth to meet it the resources of the country to an unwont- 
ed degree. We are giving encouragement to its agricul- 
ture by surveys and modifications of assessments, and by 
canals for irrigation. We have imparted security and 
extension to its commerce. We are joining distriet to 
district and province to province, by roads and bridges, 
ancl excavations of mountain passes, and by a system of 
communication by steam and lightning, by land and 
sea arid air, which its inhabitants deem miraculous. We 
allow its people to share in our administration, to the full 
extent of their present advancement in knowledge and 
civilization. Wc are seeking to elevate all its tribes 
in the scale ijf humanity. We have quenched the 
funeral pyre which destroyed the widow; attd we are 
stemming the torrents of infant blood shed bjfcjhc >mds 
of unnsLuml parents, Wc have dispersed and deslroy- 
-'sd its bands of Thags and Bakaits; ancTTyaga and 
Dhar&na arc already terms which we have to explain to 
Hs people,. ‘as well as to* foreigners. Its Mary t as and 
Poshias passing away. Its suicides and human 
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sacrifices arc alike interdicted and prevented ns far as 
human law can reach them. We arc giving it our liter 
atnrc, and <tnr art, and our science. And, above all, 
we are giving it our religion, even the religion of our 
God in heaven above, with all its unspeakable blessings 
for time and eternity. The night of its darkness has 
passdd; and its dawn has come. Its light will grow 
and spread, and shine, more and more unto the perfect 
day. And a glorious day that will bo to all the diver- 
sified tribes and tongues of India scattered over her 
gigantic body, from “Cambay’s sti and” 1o “Ganges’ 
golden wave;” and from the Himalaya, where she lifts 
her head above the clouds in the azure vault of heaven, 
to her Cape of Kumari, where she bathes her feet in her 
own ocean. 
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Carnac, Sir James Rivett, resi- 
dent at Baroda, bis efforts for 
suppression of infanticide in ICa- 
tbiawAd, 93-109; defends his 
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measures, 101-107 ; defends the 
measures o( Col. Walker, ]£0 ; 
governor of Bombay, concurs 
in the anti-infanticide measure 1 ! 
from \ D. 1839-1841. 

Carter, H.J., Esq., 341. 

Carthaginians, infanticide of, 19 

OelilShcy, female, a reproach in the 
East, 359. 

Celts, worship of, 21 . 

Censors of Rajput tribes, 257. 

Census of Jadej.ts, Mr. Willough- 
by’s, 176, 180; of Jaitwas, ob- 
tained, 257 ; of suspected tribes 
in Wagar, obtained, 257; of Jade- 
jas, Col. Jacob’s, 259, 260, 280; 
Col. Pottinger’s, 282; (orm of 
that of Kafhiaw&d for Kachh, 
200 ; Col. Melvin’*, 307-309; 
Mr. Malet’s, 318-326; Col. 
Lang’s, 334-348 ; of Mr. Lums- 
den, in Kachh, 366 ; of Col. Ro- 
herls, in Kachh, 368, 373 ; of Mr. 
Ogilvy, in Kachh, 373-4 ; of Rao 
of Kachh, furnished to missiona- 
ries, 377; of Mr. llaikes, 382, 
338,391; of Cppt. Leckie, of 
the JadejasofChorwad andCh&r- 
ehnt, 395; of Col. Lang, of the 
R&lhors of the Mahikdnihd, 406; 
of Major Wallace, 410; of Rewd 
and Kadawa Kunbis in Alunadd- 
had and Klicda Colleetorates, by , 
Mr. Fawcett, 424; of Mr. Webb, ] 
of Kunbisin KheddColloctoratc, 
424. 

Ceylon, origin of the name, 53. 

Clvirans, a species of bards among 
Rajp uts, 57, 58; inexpediency 
of fixing their fees at marriages 
by authority of British Govern- 
ment, 255, 393; classes of, in 
Kachh, 388; oxpences of, in 

Mdbik&nlhd. 401' 

Chdrchat, measures for suppress- 
ion of infanticide in, 153, 394- 

onn 


Ch.uvadu llujputs, 64 

China, infanticide of, 22-21. 

Chohan or Chowan dynasty, 3!) , 
Rajputs, success of anti-inf.mli 
cide measures among, under A- 
gra, 351 ; in Mdhikanlha, not ad- 
dicted to infanticide, 40 4. 

Chorasinni Rajputs, 54. 

Chonvad, measures for suppression 
of infanticide in, 153 } 394-9. 

Christianity, prevention oi inianli- 
cide by, 27. 

Clare, Earl of, governor of Bom- 
bay, his interest in the cause ol 
anti-infanticide, 193-196 ; let ler 
to, of Rao of Kachh, 291. 

Colebrook, T. H., on Hindu wi- 
dows, 379. 

Constantine, emporor, prevention 
of infanticide by, 27. 

Cormack,Rev.Dr.John, on Infan 
ticido quoted, 22, 24-27. 

j Court of Criminal Justice for K&- 
thiawad, 185. 

Cracroft, Mr., magistrate of Juan- 
pur, on suppression of infanticide 
among the Rdjkumdrs, 43. 

Crofton, Capt. John, tutor to Rao 
of Kachh, 289-92. 

Cushite immigration into India, 
favourable la worship of demons 
and ghosts, 31. 

Daughters and sons, different esti- 
mate of, among Hindus, 32-6. 

Davies, Mr., collector ofBaroch, 
426. 

Deities, Hindu, bloody character 
of some of, 31-32. 

Desalji, It do of Kashh, elected to 
the throne, 145/4 bv' 1 education, 
2S7 ; bis letter to Lord Clare, 
2S9; report of Capt. Crofton, 
09, 2S?0; interviews of, with 

’ Christian Missionaries, 298- 
298, 376-379; scares a daugh- 
ter, 300 zealously adopts anti- 
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tatns about abolition of Sal!, 306; Dtaplia, taluka of, addicted to in- 
anxirty to l'cduco marriage ex- filicide, 125. 
ponces of Jadejas, 360; discus- Duff, Rov. Alexander, D D., Ids 
aiou with, on. Natl and education. visit to tlio lido of Kachh, S76- 
378-9; abolishes Sati, 380 ; 379. o 

views oi marriage of Jadejas, Duncan, Jonathan, Esq., discovers 
360, 362. infanticide among the Rajku- 

Dhang, mixed tribes of Kachh, mars, 39-40 ; effects an en- 

302, 364, 373. gogementwith them for its nban- 

Desert, see Ravi. donment, 40-42 ; inquires into 

Dhe'd, a degraded tribe of Gujarat, infanticide nmong the Raghu- 
a member of, petitions Bombay wanshas ; his arrangements with 
Government against the murder the Rajkumars to a great extent 
of illegitimate children, 284. ineffectual, 42 ; appointed go- 

Dhamadakd, in Kachh, addicted to vernor of Bombay, 44 ; discovers 
infanticide, 382. tho existenco of infanticide a- 

Dliamarlta in Kachh (id. 1 ;) Ray- mong the Jarlejas of Kathiawad 
dhanji of, preservos two danght- and Kachh, 44-48 ; requests 

ers, 151. Major Walker to seek its sup- 

Dhanduka., population of pargand pression, 48 ; his comment on 
of, 52. engagement negociatcd by Ma- 

Dharol,bhafy ad of, save a daughter, jor Walker, 87-89; seeks sup- 

89; Suinras in, 318, pression of infanticide in Kaclvh- 

Dhdrw&l, collectoraio of, not ad- 186 ; his letter to Fattoli Mu- 
dicted to infanticide hammad, 137-139; his death, 

Dhondu Shastrv, censor in Mahf- and inscription on his tomb, 139. 

kaplhd, 415. Dunlop, J.A.,C.S., minute of, 236. 

Directors of East India Company, D winded, 53, 307. 
approve of Col. Walker’s anti- Education, in Kathiawfi.il, 58, 228- 
infanticido proceedings, 89 ; com- 232 ; 263-270, 319, 321 , 336-340 ; 

menton Capt. Comae’s proceed- in Kachh, 69, 386-7, 
ings, 169; instruct Government Elliot, Sir Henry, quoted or ro- 
of Bombay to endeavour to ex- forced to, 55, 56, 218. 
tinguish infanticide in all the Elphinstone, Hon’ble Mounstuarl, 
countries which can be reached governor of Bombay, on anti- 

by its influence, 140; remarks by, infanticide measures, 110,154- 

on Kachh treaty, cl 49; on anti- 155, 15S; arranges Kfilhiilwdd 
infanticide measures in Kfithifi- anti-infanticide fund, 163. 
wfid, 348^,407; on Census of Elphinstone, Lord John, gwwrnor 
Chorwfiiyaitd Charchat, 89& ; on of Bombay, resolutions of his 

anti-infanticide fund forKfiJbia.- government on irfl'anlicide, 352, 

wad, 408. ^ 899, 421 ; his direction of the 

Drangadra, capitaf of JhalCwfid, measures for the suppression of 

the xfijfi’s fwnily of, 266, 8{jf£ Maryd, etc. among the Khonds, 

343, 363. 354. 
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Engagements (o abandon infanti- 
cide: — of Rajkuinars, 42; of 
Jadejas of Kathiaw&d, 81 ; of 
Jam, 95 ; of Jadejas of Kachh, 
147-S ; ^of Hothis, 316 ; of prin- 
cipal Jadejas of Kachh, 360-7, 
369; of Jadejas of Cliorwful and, 
Ch&rchnl, 398; of Rithors in 
tho Mahikanta, 400-2; of the 
Kadawd Kunbls, 427, 

English and vernacular education, 
prospects of, at Rajkot, 338- 
340. 

Erskinc’s, W., History of India, 
quoted, 56, 66. 

Erakine, C. J., C. S., 341. 

Erskine, James, C. S., political 
ngent in Katliiawdd, 222; his 
roport on infanticide there, 222- 
232 ; proposes the extension 
of education in Ka.tkia.wad, 228 ; 
minutes of Bombay Government 
on his report, 233-237 ; Gov- 
ernment roply to his report, 237- 
263. 

Falkland, Lord, governor of Bom- 
bay, communications of his go- 
vernment on infanticide, 344- 
346 ; addresses a letter to the 
Rao of Kachh on the education 
of his sons, 379 ; writes to tho 
Gdikaw&dfor assistance inform- 
ing an anti-infanticido fund, 414. 
Farish, James, Esq., C. S,, and 
governor of Bom bay, his minute 
on Mr. James Erskine’s report 
on infanticide in KtUhiawdd, 233 
236. 

Far navis, Nani, minister of Pesh- 
waTol. 

Fatteh MyJiqjnmad, minister at 
Bhuj, 62-64; curious letters of, 
on Jideji infanticide, 76-77, 136- 
137. ‘ 

Fawcett, E. G., C. S., his report 
on Ahmadibid, quoted, 52 ; his 


correspondence on the existence 
mid suppression ol infanticide 
among the Rcwi Kunbis, 121- 
424. 

Forlescue, Messrs, Smith and 
Shakespeare testify to the pre- 
valence of infnnticide among the 
Rajkumars in 1816, 42. 

Frcro, W. E. Esq., C. S., cop- 
perplate grant of, 64. 

Fund, [anti-]infanticide, form- 
ed for Kalhiiwid, 161 ; re- 
ferences to, 191, 232, 265, 280. 
326,340; for Kachh, 366, 371, 

381, 384, 3S6, 392 ; for Milw- 
kaulhi, 408, 414. 

Fyrie, Rev. W., 269, 293, 296 
Giikawad, (protector of the cow), 
takes Barodn, and establishes 
thore the Marathi, authority, 01 ; 
Fatteh Singh, recognized as ru- 
ler at Baroda by the English 
Government, 61 ; co-operates 
with British Government for 
suppression of infanticide, SI, 
161-163. 

Gajri Bit, a lady of the Gaikawid 
family, confers with Governor 
Duncan on infanticide in West- 
ern India, 45. 

Gardiner, T. G., Esq., G. S., his 
report on infanticide in Kachh, 
150-165. 

Gauls, worship of, 21. 

Gauridhar, death of Modji of, 206. 
Germans, worship of, 21. 

Glasgow, Rev» Adam, 269. 

Glasgow, Rev. James, 268. 

Ghoghi, population ofdtstricts of, 

62 ; Mission fouryjebtet, 269. 
Girnar mountain, 51, 64. ■■ 

Gohil Rajputs enter peninsula c/I 
Gnjar&t? 55 * 

Gohilwdd, district of Kalbidwad, ' 
"51, 65.' 

Gondal, chief ol? '"9; agrees to 
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abandon infanticide, 81 ; fined, 
159; (Cbandarsinglijf) approves 
of anti-infanticide measures, 214, 
Gonsalves, Mr,, employed with his 
wife as a J&deja censor, 261. 
Grant, G„ C.S., 425. 

Grant, Sir Robert, governor of 
Bombay, his minute on a case 
of infanticide, 207-209 ; hands 
over Mr. Erskine’s report on 
infanticide to Mr. Willoughby, 
233. 

Gujarat, conquest of Marat has in, 
60. Sea under Kd.thia.wdd, Ma- 
hfkdutha, etc. 

Gurji Khanti (or Shdnti) Vijaya, 
'2S4. 

Gray, Rev. James, tutor of the 
Rao of Kachh, 287-8 ; trans- 
lator of the Gospel of Matthew 
into Ifachkf, 295 ; commemora- 
ted by the Rio of Kachh, 297. 
Halid, district of Kdthiavvdd, 61. 
Hamfr, a distinguished Jadejd of 
Kachh, 69, 319. 

Hansrdj, governor of Mandavt, 

62 . 

Hanunran, Porhandar erroneously 
associated with, 62, 

Hastings, Marquis of, declares 
war against Kachh, 145. 
Hebbert, JEJ., C. S., 426. 

Hinduism and infanticide, 28-37, 
194, 429-S2. 

Holland visited by a Kachhf, 297. 
Hothfs, tribe in Kachh, addicted 
to infanticide a^d measures 
adopted with them, 312-316. 
Husain Miyun, son of Fattoh Mu- 
bamma<yl'4&. 

Hutt, Benjamin, G. S,, his report 
^on infanticide among the culti- 
vators of Gqjarit? 4S'£420/s> 
Ihrdham Miyin, son of FRtteh* 
MuhSmmad, 143. 7 


I'dar, in Mahilcanlha, pattaivats of, 
342 ; petition for assistance u- 
gainst infanticido, 400-2. 

Illegitimate children, murder of, 
in India, 284. 

India, moral renovation of, 489; 
Britain’s Mission in, 440-1. 

Iudo-Scythic coin9, 55. 

Infanticide, origin and prevalence 
of, 17-26 ; sacrificial infanti- 
cide, 17-21; social infanticide, 
22-26 ; prevention of, by Chris- 
tianity, 27-2S; sources of, a- 
raong barbarous nations, 22- 
23 ; circumstances unfavourable 
to, in India, 28-31 ; circums- 
tances favourable to, in India, 
31-37 ; prevalent among the 
R&jkumars and Rajwanshas, 
etc. near Benares, 38-40 ; dis- 
covered among the Jadej&s of 
K&thi&w&d and Kachh, 44-48, 
285; sought to bo suppressed 
by Bombay Government, 49 ad 
finem; Colonel Walker’s report 
on, 66-85 ; methods of, among 
Jadcjos, 69-70 ; prevalent a- 
mong Rajput tribes, 73, 434 ; 
Major Walker’s efforts for abo- 
lition of, among the Jadejis, 74- 
79 ; Jadejiis of Kathifuvfid 
agree to abandon, 80-86; re- 
sults of Col. Walker’s efforts 
for its suppression, 87-92 ; 
Capl. Carnac’s dealings with Ja- 
dejd infanticide, as noticed by 
Bombay Government, 93-111 ; 
remonstrances of Col. Walker, 
on, 112-134 ; attempts again st, 
in Kachb, and engagement there 
to suppress it, l^Sd.49; Mr. 
Gardiner on, in Kachh, 150-158; 
Col. Miles on, in Choroid and 
Ckarchat, 163; measures a- 
agaihst, proposed by Mr. 11- 



phinstonc, 15-1-150 ; Captain 
Bnrnewall, on, in Kdlhidwdd, 
14S-161; fund for its preven- 
tion formed, 101 ; report on, of 
Mr, Blafce, 165-101* ; report on, 
of Mr. Willoughby, 171-192; 
proclamation against, 196-201 ; 
conv?ction of Jddejds for, 202- 
20p ; letters dissuasive from, 
with acknowledgements, 211- 
220 ; report of Mr. James -Ers- 
kine on, with comments of Bom- 
bay Government, 222-53 ; re- 
ports of Col. Jacob on, and no- 
tices of Government 255-2S0 ; 
measures of Col. Pottinger and 
Rao about, in Kachh, 281- 
208, 303-61 ; measures of Col. 
Melvill, about, 299-312 ; meas- 
ures of Mr, Malet, 312-317; 
reports on, in Kd(hidwdd, of 
Mr. Malet, 318-326; native 
essays on, 326-882; reports 
on, of Col. Lang, 333-346, 348; 
extinction of, as a custom among 
Jddejds of Kdthidwdd, 844; re- 
port on,byCapt.Bnrr, 349, 863; 
report on, of Mr. Lumsden, in 
Kachh, 355-364 ; of Col. Rob- 
erts, 866-373; report of Mr. 
Ogilvy on, 373-376; conver- 
sation with Rao of Kachh on, 
376; report of Capt. Rnikes, 
on, 380-385, 888-9 ; its atro- 
city among Jadejls, 327, 428 ; 
measures for suppression of, in 
ChDrvvdd and CJhdrch at, 394-S ; 
its continued perpetration in 
Kachh— .382-3,; 889-392; aban- 
donment of, by Jddejas in Kachh 
400; its discovery among the 
Rdthors of the Mahikdnthd, 
400-8; temptations to, among 
the Jadejds in general, 480- 
433. 

Israelites, tempted to infanticide, 


18; sacrificial infanticide among, *" 
forbidden, 21. 

Jacob, Lieutenant-Colonel George 
LoGrand, his Geographical and 
statistical notices of Kathidwdd 
quoted or referred to, 60-52, 55; 
his comment on complaints by 
Col. Walker, 182-133 ; his no- 
tice ofKdthis quoted, 160; his 
remarks on anti-infanticide 
fund, 163-164; appointed act- 
ing political agent in Kdthia- 
wdd, 254; his efforts for the 
improvement of the Kathidwdd 
census, 255; his correspon- 
dence and reports on infanticide 
in Ku.thid.wdd, 255-2G8, 276- 
2S0 ; his appeal for diffusion of 
education in Kathidwdd, 286 — 
268 ; his remarks on infanticide 
measures in Kachh, 386 387. 

Jddii, a Sam ml, from whom the 
Jddojds are said to derive their 
name, 168, 327. 

Jddojds, discovery of female in- 
fanticide among, 44-4S; dont 
murder their daughters by concu- 
bines, 46 ; character and cus- 
toms of, 47, 69, 85, 42S-4S7 ; 
their origin and entrance into 
Kachh and Kdthidwad, 55-57, 
6S ; numbers of, in Kachh and 
Kdthiawdd, 67, 72 ; their reli- 
gion and character, 57, 69 ; 
numbers of, in Kachh, 69 ; origin 
of infanticide^ among, 66 ; ef- 
forts to suppress infanticide 
among, 65; instances in which 
they had saved the!u%jlaught 
ers, 71, 225; tribesYrom which 
they get their wives, 74 ; claim 
to be^desenndawts of the Ydda- 
v,ds, 77 ; historical^ notice of, 
1*7-168; principal , TdIulsdsof, 
in Ij^bidwdd, 16° f convicted 
of infanticide. 202 > *v— . 
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commit infanticide, 203 ; encou- 
rage Pawaiyas, 294 ; their po- 
pulation in Kachh, 302, 305 ; 
branches of their Bhaiyad in 
Kachh, 309; remonstrances with, 
for their infanticide, 327-331 ; 
marriage arrangements of, 359 ; 
statistics of, in Chorwad and 
. ChtLrchat, 395 ; heinous nature 
of their infanticide, 428-429 ; 
their temptations to infanticide, 
429-432. See Infanticide. 
Jafarabad, town and district of 
Kathiawad, 51. 

Jainas, Buddhist Speeders, num- 
erous in Kathiawad, and averse 
to brute-killing, fit, 59 ; indiffer- 
ence of, about infanticide, 70-71, 
261, 263. 

Jaitwas, a tribe, probably a branch 
of the Get®, residing in Bardd, 
61 , 6 1 j addicted to infanticide, 
72; chiefof, promises to abstain 
from infanticide, 217; brought 
under infanticide census, 257, 
260. 

J&ra, title of chief of Snmmas in 
Sindh, 66; of Jadejds in Kaohh 
and Kathiawdd, 56, 169; of 
Nawanagar, or Jamnagar, 56, 
319; unwilling to agree to a- 
bandon infanticide, 79; called 
to account by Capt. Carnac, 
93; fined, 95 : engages to aban- 
don infanticide, 93 ; claims 
of, against Fatteh Muhammad , 
140 ; suspected 'of infanticide, 
157; letter to, on infanticide, 211, 
and his Acknowledgment, 211 ; 
asks assistance for his subjects 
from infanticide fund, 280; sub- 
scribes for education-, 336 ; mar- 
riage of daughter of, 344,° 
uatoshtd, 57 r 

Jats, a trike „of Muhammadans, 
73, 


Jaudpur, capital of Mnrw&d, 136, 
363. 

Jayasinghjf, ofK&df, 424. 

Jeffreys, archdeacon, of Bombay, 
372. 

Jehajf, ofMurvf, promises condi- 
tionally to abandon infanticide, 
75, 79; his mother appealed to, 
78. 

JhSla Rajputs, 54 ; intermarriag- 
es of, with J&dejas, 164, 169. 

Jha.la.wad, district of, in K&thi&- 
wd.il, 51 . 

Jones, Sir William, quoted, 37. 

Jundgad, capital of Sorath, claims 
of chief of, for Zortalabf or black 
mail, 57 ; letter from minister 
of, on infanticide, 217 ; chief of, 
subscribes for education, 336. 

Juris, in Kdthidwdd, its fall, 63. 

Justin Martyr on infanticide, 27. 

Kabir, Makaji of Anandgad, fol- 
lower of, 70. 

Kachh, discovery of infanticide in, 
44-48; geographical and his- 
torical notices of, 58-60 ; Bri- 
tish relations with, 62-64 ; let- 
ters from, in defence of infanti- 
cide, 76-77, 136-137; rejects 
Colonel Walkor’B remonstrances 
against infanticide, 86 ; re- 
newed attempts, by Mr. Dun- 
can, to suppress infanticide in, 
135-139, by Capt. MacMurdo, 
141-142; confusion of affuiis in, 
143-146; regency formed In, 
146 ; treaty formed with, 147 ; 
agents of, in favour of marriage 
alliances with I^jputjji^, 342. 
See also under Infanticide and 
Jddejds. 

Kachhi language, 295. 

Kadawa Kunbis, or cultivators.no- 
tico of, and discovery of infan- 
ticide among, 464. 

Kala-Sutra, a Hindu hell, 41. 



Karangd, Iribo o< Wagar, addicted 
to infanticide, 261, 273, 318. 
Kathiawdd, discovery of infanti- 
cide in, 44-4 8; general tlP- 
scriptign of, with historical no- 
tices, 50-68 ; province of tl*e 
Katins, 61 ; its sovereignties, Bl i 
settlement of, by Col. Walker , 
64-66 ; relations of British 
Government to, 69, 115 ; me- 
thod of realizing tribute in, t>y 
the Mardlhas, 64 ; settled by 
Colonel Walker, 65-66. See 
also under Infanticide and Ja- 
dejds. 

Kdthis, a Scythian tribe giving 
origin to the name of Kathid- 
wdd, 55; description of, 15®- 
160. 

Keily, Major, his dealings with in- 
fanticide in Chorwdd and Char- 
chat, 396-9; in Mdhikdnthd,4l5- 
Keir, Sir W. Grant, moves against 
Kachh, 145. 

Kennedy, R. H., 162. 

Kerr, Rev. Alexander, 268. 
Khandesb, collectorate of, not ad- 
dicted to infanticide, 426. 

Kheda in Kachh, addictod to jn- 
fantioide, 383. 

Khedd (Kaira) Collectorate, cen- 
sus of Kunbf population in, 424. 
TChengkr, lacleja, ionn&9 Sa&eja- 
dynasty of Bhuj in Kachb, 50- 
Khonds, human sacrifices among) 
354. 

Khirsara., chief of convicted of in- 
fanticide, 210. 

Khu man K dlhi s, 159. 

Kripd Hama, minister of Ihe N a ' 
wab of Serai, informs Governor 
Duncan of the existence of in- 
fanticide in Western India, 44. 
Krishna, his flight from Mathurd, 
52 ; story of, and Puland, 30 2 5 
kills the Yadawns, 432. 


Kshatriy as, second or warrior clasju 
of the Hindus, 421. 

Kuldbd, agency of, not addicted 
to infanticide, 425. 

KulambiSj’or Kunbfs, of the Re'wa 
district in Gujarat, addicted to 
infanticide, 421-427; of the Ka- 
dawd district, 424. 

Kulis, from Kul, a tribe, probably 
the aboiigines of Kdthiawdd, 
54. • 

Kuwarji Rastomj(,his prize Essay 
on Infanticide, 341. 

Lddoba. ol Kachh assassinated, 
143. 

Ldkha Phulani, Jadeja prince in 
Kachh, 166-167. 

Lakh mi elds Walabhjf, minister of 
Kachh, 145, 146. ' 

Lang, Lieutenant-Colonel Wil- 
liam, assistant political agent in 
Ka.thid.wad, 202 ; assists in trial 
of Jddejas for infanticide, 202- 
210 ; reports the death of a 
Jadeja under suspicious cir- 
cumstances, 206; arranges the 
affairs of the Rajkot state, 221 ; 
letters from, on marriage expen- 
ses of Jddejds, 226, 341, 350 ; 
appointed political agent in Kd- 
thiiwad, 333 ; reports of, on in- 
fanticide in Kathiawdd, 334- 
VA', mlmsntj Ttn vjirtictftron -pro- 
posed by, 336-340 ; intimates 
the abolition of infanticide in 
Ka(hiawad as a custom, 344 ; 
acknowledgement of his services 
by Government, 345 ; discovers 
existence of infanticide in the 
Mdhikantbd, and- makes ar- 
rangements for its suppression^ 
400-8. 

Langford, Mr., C. S., assistant 
"political Agent in Kdthidwdd^ 
165,247. 

Larlffen, M., fJ. S., 420. 
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JLcckie, Capl., returns of, on in- 
fanticide in Chorwad and Char- 
chat, 395. 

Logcyl, P. W., C. S., 425, 

Lewi, ace Rewa. 

Lockett, Colonel, 434. 

Loharid in Sindh, pir of, 361. 

Ludlow, Colonel, 434. 

Lumsden, J. G., C. S., settles the 
claims of the Raja of Mum on 
Adhoi, 319 ; appointed politi- 
cal agent in Kachh, 355 ; his re- 
port on infanticide in Kachh, 
including remarks on the statis- 
tics of the Jadejns and their 
difficulties in marrying their 
daughters, 356-364. 

Macaulay, T. B., 435. 

Mackintosh, Sir James, 137. 

MacMurdo, Captain, agent of 
British Government in Kachh, 
63, 141-147; negotiates treaty 
•with Kachh, 147. 

Machukanlha, district of Kathia- 
wad, 51. 

Mahikantha, province and agency 
in Gujarat, 399 ; discovery of 
infanticide in, by Colonel Lang, 
400 ; measures for abolition of 
infanticide in, arranged by Col. 
Lang, 400-40S ; reports of Ma- 
jor Wallace on infanticide in, 
409-430 ; of Col. Trevelyan, on 
infanticide in, 420. 

Mahmud Begada, 55. 

Mahmud of Gha 2 n{, 55. 

Mainpuri under Agxn, anti-infan- 
ticide proceedings at, 351. 

Makwdnd y-Kulis, probably the 
aoureSJ' of*-.thc JMli Rajputs, 
54. 

dalcolm, Sir John, governor of 
Bombay, visits the Mo of 
Kachh, Ced addresses the ?d- 
dejds ag^jnst infanticide, &3, 
288; select/ a fntpr for Kdo of j 


, Kachh, 287 ; discovers infanli 
cide in Central India, 434. 

Malet, A. Esq., C. S., appointed 
political agent in ICathriwad, 
277; political agent in Kachh, 
312; brings the practice of in- 
fanticide among the Hotlus to 
notice, and adopts measures 
against it, 312-816 ; his report 
on infanticide in Kachh, 376 ; 
his reports on infanticide in 
Ka.lhid.wad, 318, and notice of 
them by Government, 326; his 
efforts for education in Kdthid- 
wad, 319,336. 

Malia, chiefs of, 80. 

Malthus on population, quoted 
24, 26. 

Malwa, Rajput chief of, remons- 
trated with on infanticide, 230 ; 
resolutions of chiefs of, on mar- 
riage expences, 232. 

Mdnkd, tribe in Wager, addicted 
to infanticide, 261, 273, 318. 

Manu, quoted, 29, 33-35. 

Murdthas, their connexion with 
Gujardt, 60-62. 

Marriage, and infanticide, 74, 106, 
152, 187, 225, 350-352, 362-3, 
373, 381, 384, 393, 430. 

Mdru, a class of Charans, 388. 

Maryds, in Orisd, 354. 

Marwad, Rajputs from, in Mdhi- 
kantha, see Mdhikanj,hd. 

Mdtd, the goddess, claimed as the 
patron of Holhi infanticide, 313. 

Matthew, Gospel of, in Kachhf, 
295. 

Mausalf lines, 267. 

McKee, Rev. Jamfi’! r 269? 

Melvill, Col. P. appointed re- 
sident in Kachh, 299; adopts 
measures there against infanti- 
cide, 301-3. 

Me'wd£, Rajput states of, furnish 
wives to the Rdlhors of the Md- 
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liildnlhd, 401 ; arrangements 
with proposed, 408. 

Mowdts, a tribe of Muhamma- 
dans, 73. 

Mhawd* chief of, in Kdlhiawdd, 
confesses infanticide, 210. 
Mhawd, in Kachh, chief of, 148, 
8(55. 

Mhawarsj tribe of Midnds, addict- 
ed to infanticide, 349. 

Midnds, tribe from Sindh, notice 
of, 849. 

Miles, Col. W., political agent 
at Pdlanpur, measures adopted 
by, for suppression of infanti- 
cide in Chovwdd and Clidrwat, 
153, 394. 

Mhirs of Rdjputdna, 434. 

Miller, Dr., of Glasgow, quoted, 

22 . 

Minas of Rajputana, 434. 

Minucius Felix on infanticide, 29. 
Mission, of the Irish Presbyterian 
Church, in Kd.thia.wdd, 268-270, 
319. 

Mitchell, Rev. J. M., 424. 

Moloch, the Lord or Sun, passing 
through the fire to, 18. 
Montgomery, Rev. R,, 269. 
Money, R. C,, C. S , his notice 
of Rev. J. Gray. 288. 

Moor’s Hindu Infanticide, quoted, 
45. 

Morohcad, Dr. C., 279. 
Muhammad Kasim, his death, 21S. 
Murvf, capital of Machu-Kdntha 
in Kd{hidwdd, connexion of 
chief of, withRdo of Kachh, 47 ; 
chiej^of^JohajO conditionally 
promises to abandon infanti- 
cide, 75», «hief of (Prithirdj) 
writes to Mr. Willoughby ac- 
knowledging proclamation n- 
gainst infanticide, 213 ; rauk of 
chief of, 256 ; claims of chiof of, 
on Adhoi, settled, 319; dofer- 


cnce of chief of, to Jim add 
Rao, 343. 

Musalmans, in Kalhidwdd, 55 ; in 
Kachh, 212, 364." 

Ndgar Brahmans, in Kdthidwdd, 
58, 277 ; one of, in Kachh, com- • 
poses a letter in favour of infan- 
ticide, 77. 

Napier, Sir Charles Napier, go- 
vernor of Sindh, 365. 

Naridd, munsif of, 425. 

Ndsik, collectorato, of, not addict- 
ed to infanticide, 425. 

Nawdnagar, a city in Kdthidwdd, 
connexion of chiefs of, with Rao 
of Kachh, 47 ; Surnras in dis- 
trict of, 318. See under Jdra. 
Nepean, Sir Evan, governor of 
Bombay, 141. 

Norris, C., C.S.,residcntinKachh, 
149. 

Ogilvy, Thomas, C. S., political 
agont in Kachh, inducos the 
Rdo to Bend agents Id Kdlhid- 
wdd to discuss marriage expen- 
ces of Jddejds, 342 ; his report 
on infanticide in Kachh, 373- 
376. 

Okhdmandal, district of Kdthid- 
wdd, 51, 231, 337. 

Omkdr Bhat^, notice of his tract 
against infanticide, 230. 

Orisd, hill tracts of, Maryds and 
Poshids in, 354. 

Palu, marriage expence, 363. 
Pdrkar, or Nagar-Pdrkar, an oasis 
in the Rap, 363. 

Pawaiyd, eunuchs and sodomites, 
294. 

Pelasgi, infanticide”of, 21. 
Persians, infanticide of, 21. 
Peshwa odPumd, 48, 60, 61, 65. 
Phenicians, infanticide of, 18. 
Ijigott, Rev. G., 279, 341. 
Porjjandar, capital *f Bardd, 52, 
217. 269. MU 
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■iPoshias in Oris.i, 361. 

Postans, Captain, quoted, 56. 
Pottinger, Sir II., Bavt., resident I 
in Kachh, 152; procures census 
of Jadejas in Kachh, 166, 232 ; 
his measures for tho suppres- 
sion of infanticide in Kachh, 2S0- ] 
286 ; his arrangements for the 
education of the R.lo Pe'saljL, 
287-292 ; introduces two mis- ] 
sionarios to tho Rao, 293 ; 
greatly respoctod by the Rio, ] 
289, 297 ; appointed rosidont in ] 
Sindh, 298; his last interview 
with the Rio of Kachh, and its 
happy effocts, 303-306. 

Ptolemy, liis Geography on Saur- 
ashtra, 53 ; on Abiria, 64. 
Pramars, 66, 74. 

Prize for essays against infanti- 
cide, proposed by Col. Jacob, 
267, 274 ; approved by Govern- 
ment and gained by Mr. Bhau 
Diji, 279; proposed by Col. 
Lang, 305. 

Proclamation against infantioido 
in Kithiawad, proposed, by Mr. 
Willoughby, 183; issued, 196- 
201 ; of Rao of Kachh, 311. 
Puni, collectorate of, not addict- 
ed to infantioido, 425. 
Punishment of infanticide, in Kn- 
(hilw&d, 202-9 ; difficulties of, 
in Kachh, 372 ; in Mibikanthi, 
416. 

Purinas, on Infanticide, 29-31, 
41; degradation of woman by, 
32-36. 

Rdjkof jD&lSji, chief of, preserves 
a daughter, 71; Suriji of, fa- 
voured by Government, 166; 
Surtyl convicted of infanticide 
and 1 punished, 202-206; baro- 
nial domains of, 202; SiwajI 
Acknowlodjps proclamation a- 


gainst infanticide, 214; mission 
slation founded at, 209. 
Rajlcuinars, (royal sons), near 
Benares, notice of, and dis- 
covery and prevention of in- 
fauticulo among, 38-44. 
Raghun&th Parrvati Shastrl, his 
Sanskrit Essay on Infanticide 
quoted, 332. 

Raghuvanshas, infanticide among, 
42. 

Uaikes, C., C. S., 351. 

Raikes, Capl. S. N., assistant po- 
litical agent in Kachh, on Ja- 
deja history, 167-8 ; his reports 
on infanticide in Kachh, 3S0- 

354, 388-393; on intercourse 
between the Desert and Kachh, 

355. 

Rajgurs, family priests of Jade- 
j &s, 57, 66, 70, 327. 

Rajputs, of K&thiiw&d and Kachh, 
54-66; generally addicted to 
infanticide 46, 73, 434 ; dont 
provide for tho preservation of 
the offspring of their daughters, 
69, 263. 

Rama and Tadaka, 382. 

RAtnayann quoted, 332. 

- Ran, or desert, of Kachh, 60, 68, 

363, 384, 386, 387. 

- RanchodjI, Diwin of Juuagad, on 

infanticide, 217. 

R6os of Kachh, 66; succession of, 
69. See also under Bh&rmulji, 
and Dc'salji. 

r , Rithor, or Rathod, Rajputs, 73, 
351 ; tribes of, in M&hikfinlha, 
is addicted to infanticide— and ar- 

l- rangeraents with, 400. 

; Ratnagiri, colIectCraffe of, not ad- 
!e dieted to infanticide, 425. 
i- Raydhan, of the Rod, Jam of 
ji Kachh, 56, 168. 
i- Registration, general system of. 
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recommended fin India, 153, Scythiunsinlndia,31, 55, 15D-69T 
43S. Scsoclisi Rajputs, 403. 

Rowa Kunbfs, or cultivators, in Setas, Muhammadan tribe, sus- 

Gujariit, addicted to infanticide, picions of infanticide among, 201 . 

421-42?. Seton, Capt., on tho existenco 

Richards, Major, 434. of infanticide in Kachh, 45-48. 

Roberts, Lieut. Col. H. G., poli- Shihpur, taluka, greatly addicted 
tical agent in Kachh, 356 ; his to infanticido, 258, 270, 276, 
jeports on infanticide in Kachh, 318 ; its resources, ib. 
presented to Government of Sinha, dynasty of Gujarat, 46, 53. 
Sindh, 365-367, and to Govern- Sinhapur, identified with Sihor, 53. 
inoni of Bombay, 367-373. Shriwaks, SeoJainoa. 

Robertson, Col. W. D., 269. Shunahshe'pha, sacrifice of, 37. 
Robinson, Lieut. Col., political Shiva, the bloody tendency of his 
agent in Mo' wad, on Millikan- faith, 32. 
tlii anti-infanticide arrange- Shivaraj, son of Hansra-j, 63. 
monts, 409. Sindh, original seat of the Jidejis 

Rohi, Viraji of, 146 ; — Suraari, and its dynasties of Stfmras and 

Khengirji of, 367. Sammhs, 66 ; conquest of, by 

Romans, infanticide of, 21, 26, Muhammadans, encouraged Ja- 
28 ; prevention of, by Constan- deja infanticido, 68 ; supposed 
tiue, 27, to be addicted to tho murder of 

Russell, Mr., of Madras C. S.,dis- illegitimate children, 284; Go- 

covors tho practico of human vernment of, receives infanticide 

sacrifices in Orisa, 354. reports, 365. 

Sabines, infanticide of, 21. Shistra,oninfanticide,29-31, 430-2. 

Sacrifice (soo Infanticide); bloody, Sodhi Rajputs, between Kachh 
of Hinduism, 31 -82. and Sindh, furnish wives to tho 

Sihebini Jidojas, 361. Jidejis, 47-48, 57, 363, 

Sammas of Sindh, 66, 167-8 ; of Slavery, mitigation of by, Rio 
Ran of Kachh, 285 ; tribes trac- of Kachh, 297. 
ing their descent from, 311, 312. Solipur, collectorate of, not ad- 
Samitari-no-patar, 311, 312. dieted to infanticide, 425. 

Sanskrit language, Essay on in- Suryis, or Sinhas, 55. 

fanticidc in, referred to, 331. Sornth (Saurishtra) district of 
Satf, metiiod of purity, the crema- Katkiiwid, 54. 
tionofawoman with her hus- Spartans, infanticide of, 21. 
band, analogous to Indian female Spiers, Colonel, 27. 
intagtiqj^, 36, 432 ; unwilling- Speers, Rev. J. ^ 

ness of Rao of Kachh to aban- Stevenson, Rev. lohn, D.D.. J ,op 
dovx it, 'S99, 306, 310 ; discussion a figure at Eiophanta, 32. 
on, and its foundations in Hin- Sudbamapur^associated witKPor- < 
duism, 378 ; abolished by the Ixandar, 52. , 

Rio of Kachh, 380. ijSur&ji. See undrit Rajkot> 

Saurishtra, (peninsula of Gujarat Sm'at, collootorq)o»of, and infan- 
or Kijhiiltid, interest of its ticido. 495-B 
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'tiumras, of Sindh, 50 ; of Katliia- 
wad, brought under census, 318. 

Suicide, religious, 380. 

Sundarji Shivajt, remount agent, 
mentions the existence of in- 
fanticide iu Kachh and Kathia- 
wdd to Governor Duncan, 48 ; 
aids Col. Walker, 75. 

Sutlmrf, in Kachh, addicted to in- 
fanticide, 383. 

Sutherland, Colonel, governor- 
general’s agent in Rajpuhuid, 
408, 434. 

Tamisra, a Hindu hell, 21. 

Teigmnouth, Lord, on infanticide 
among tho Hajkumars, 38. 

Tera, in Kaclili, chief of, 148, 305. 

Tertuilianon infanticide, 28 

Thana, colloclorate of, not ad- 
dicted to infanticide, 425. 

Thar, district in the Rnn, 353 ; 
mother of De’salji Bi.o of Kachh, 
fiom, 384. 

Thoresby, Major, on M.vhikaiitha 
anti-iniimticido arrangements, 
too. 

Thomas, E., C. S., on the name 
Sah, 63. 

Thomas, R H. Esq., Bombay 
socretariato, 148. 

Townsend, E. H., Esq. C. S., 270, 
326. 

Tod, Colonef, cm the papulation 
of Saurdshp'a, 56 ; on the Sah 
dynasty, 53 ; on Jadejas, 167 ; 
on Rajput infautjpidc, 432. 

Trevelyan, Lieut.-Colonel, acting 
political aput in Kachh, 380; 
aetingqjpontical agont in Md- 
Likai.ilhd, his report on infan • 
■ licide in that province, 420. 

Ti^adijHoihisoftaKadih, 3,1,3-15. 

Tumar, a class of Chdrnns, 888. „ 

Tutors, to native chiefs, 3 11. 

Tyler, W. S.,351 


Udnji of Kachh, 56. 

Und-Sanvniya, district of Kalhid- 
wad, 51, 55. 

TJnjd, proclamation for marriages 
of Kadawas issued from, 425. 

Vijaya So’na founds tho Walabhf 
dynasty, 54. 0 

Virpar-Kharedi suspected of in- 
fanticide, 834. 

Vishnu Shdstri on the nameSah,53. 

Vishnu Purina, quoted, 437. 

Vyntipat, 82. 

Wdgar, eastern district oi Kachh, 
63,150. 

Waghcids, Rajput tribe, 300. 

Walnbhi, or Wald, capital and dy- 
nasty of the Sahs or Sinhas, 
53, 54. 

Wald Rajputs, 64. 

Wald, division of Kalliis, 159. 

Wallace, Rov. James, 269. 

Wallace, Major R., political agent 
in the Mdhikaiithd, his reports 
on infanticido in that province 
409-420. 

Walid, Khalif, anoedolo of, 219. 

Walker, Licut.-Col. Alexander, 
resident at Baroda, requested 
by the Bombay Government to 
use his ondoavours for the sup- 
pression ofinfanticidain ICithid- 
wdd, 49 ; his estimate of the 
population of Kdthiawdd, 52; 
sotllcs Kdthidwad, 65 ; his re- 
port on infanticide in Kdthiawdd 
and Kachh, 00-86; negotiates 
an engagement with Jadejas of 
KathLwad lor suppression of 
infnnlicidc, ib ; rerrits CIHiis ar- 
langcmeuts for tho suppression 
oi infanticide, S'f-oS, 109; re 
visits Kdthiawdd, 90; affcct- 
ing interview of, with Jadoja 
daughters, 93 ; remonstrates with 
the East India Company on the 



Hianioiwby the Jadejas o( (j lcir 
engagements, and liis final cd un - 
#e!s on anti-infanticide n ,ett " 
siivos, 112-132; appointed gov- 
ernor gt St, Helena, 132. 
Wankanlr, Hdja of, a Jhdla, IP 9 - 
Warden, F., C. S., 163. 

Warden, John, 0. S., 398, 42 fl- 
Wathen, W. H., C. S., notice lj y> 
'ol a native parn^tel agd 1 ®* 1 ’ 
infanticide, 230. 

Webb, John, C. S,, census by ^*n 
of Kunbi's of Khoda, 424 ; bi> n S s 
thorn under engagements to ra " 
duce their marriage-expen ces > 
424. 

Wilford, Lieut. -Colonel on lcn ow ' 
ledge of Indian infanticide ^y 
Greeks and Homans, 40, 46- 
Wilkinson, L., C. S., zealous pro- 
moter of anti-infanticide m oas ~ 
nrea, 230, 232, 28 1. 

Willoughby, ,T. p., C. S., as asl- 
ant resident til Bnroda, for- 
wards to Govornmcni paper® 011 
JnfimtieideinChorwdd andC^O' 1 '- 
eliat, lfi3 ; his services ut B ai '°" 
dn, in tho foundation of tlio 
thiawiid anti -infanticide fond, 
161-163 ; appointed politic*^ a_ 
gent inKathia wild, 171 ; his in- 
quiries on infanticide there 0u{ i 
snhseapent reqart N 172-192 i es- 
limnto formed ofhis report an< f 
measures hy Bombay Ga' ,em - 
nientj 193-195; issues procla- 
mation against infanticide, 1®®' 
201 ; convicts chief of R&ji co t 
and otberjadejds of mfanti°^ e ’ 
202-^1 iJ^Ssucs letters disS uas " 
ive frota infantioida, 210 - 2 1 2, 


nud receives favourable replies, 
213-220; his removal to llm 
secretariate of Bombay and ser- 
vices there, 220; receives Mr 
Erskine’g report on infanticide 
in K&lhiaw&d for the expressior 
of his opinion, 233 ; replies fin 
Government to Mr, Erskine’s 
Toport, 237-253; letter to Ma- 
jor ’J a cd i >, "i ou nil ctl on a minute 
of, 270 ; transmits a form of 
the Katina wad census to Kachh ; 
remarks by, on Ka.thia.wHd 
censes, 324; suggestion of a- 
mendmenU hy, on Essay on In- 
fanticide, 326 ; acknowledge- 
ment of his services by Govern- 
ment and the public of Western 
India, 846-348 ; prepares a narra- 
tive of anti-infanticide measures 
iu MahikanthH, 40G, 408. 

Wilson, Col. G. .T., 143, 165. 

Wilson, prof. U. II. Wilson, quot- 
ed and referred to, 2S, 438 ; on 
tho sacrifice of Shun ah shepha, 
37; on the Sah dynasty, 63; oil 
the burning of Hindu widows, 
370. 

Wilson, Rev. Dr. John, quoted, 
21, 37 ; on the site of Sinhapur, 
63 ; interviews of, with the Ran 
of Kachh, 293-298 ; 376-879. 

Woman, preservation of, accord- 
ing to the Shastra, 29-81; de- 
gradation of, by Hinduism, 81- 
36, 432-433. 

ytidawns, alleged descent or Ja- 
dejas from, 65. 

Tuga, Kali, 436. m 

Zortalabi, or blaclg,inw*5 of stater 
of Jundgad, 67. 


Errata,. , 

Page 59, in second note, for "R^Shan” rend " KhengAr” x 
Page29D, in sheet commences witn, for '‘Melville” re$d "Melvill.” 
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